
The 2009 PSSA Mathematics and Reading State Level Proficiency Results*

Subject Grade Group
Number 
Scored % Advanced % Proficient % Basic

% Below 
Basic

Math 3 All students 127,268       43.6 38.1 13.1 5.2
Math 3 Male 65,089         44.8 37.2 12.7 5.3
Math 3 Female 62,109         42.3 39.1 13.5 5.0
Math 3 White 92,225         49.6 37.8 9.7 2.8
Math 3 Black 19,722         21.0 40.4 25.3 13.3
Math 3 Hispanic 9,655           25.8 39.6 23.0 11.6
Math 3 Asian 3,944           63.1 29.0 6.0 1.9
Math 3 Native American 209              35.4 39.7 18.7 6.2
Math 3 Multi-ethnic 1,426           35.3 41.5 16.2 7.0
Math 3 IEP 19,582         22.0 34.9 25.0 18.1
Math 3 ELL 4,049           18.1 36.9 27.7 17.4
Math 3 Economically Disadvantaged 51,376         27.9 41.7 20.8 9.6
Math 4 All students 127,601       51.2 30.6 8.8 9.4
Math 4 Male 65,339         53.2 28.9 8.4 9.5
Math 4 Female 62,191         49.1 32.4 9.2 9.3
Math 4 White 92,546         57.7 29.5 7.0 5.8
Math 4 Black 19,961         27.0 35.3 15.3 22.4
Math 4 Hispanic 9,737           32.2 35.2 14.0 18.6
Math 4 Asian 3,701           72.3 20.5 3.4 3.8
Math 4 Native American 211              37.9 36.5 15.2 10.4
Math 4 Multi-ethnic 1,352           44.4 32.1 11.3 12.2
Math 4 IEP 20,781         25.6 30.4 15.7 28.2
Math 4 ELL 3,217           18.4 33.6 17.7 30.2
Math 4 Economically Disadvantaged 50,983         34.0 35.6 13.6 16.8
Math 5 All students 127,544       44.3 29.2 16.9 9.6
Math 5 Male 65,425         45.2 28.0 16.5 10.3
Math 5 Female 62,045         43.3 30.4 17.4 8.9
Math 5 White 92,917         50.2 29.3 14.3 6.2
Math 5 Black 19,761         21.0 29.7 27.2 22.1
Math 5 Hispanic 9,624           26.5 30.0 24.9 18.6
Math 5 Asian 3,738           69.6 19.0 7.9 3.5
Math 5 Native American 176              36.4 35.2 16.5 11.9
Math 5 Multi-ethnic 1,233           34.5 32.4 20.2 12.8
Math 5 IEP 20,902         16.6 23.9 27.3 32.2
Math 5 ELL 2,864           13.0 23.0 31.1 32.9
Math 5 Economically Disadvantaged 50,013         27.5 31.2 24.4 16.9
Math 6 All students 128,421       49.5 26.2 13.2 11.1
Math 6 Male 65,279         49.2 25.7 13.0 12.1
Math 6 Female 63,051         49.8 26.8 13.3 10.0
Math 6 White 94,156         55.8 26.0 10.8 7.3
Math 6 Black 19,819         25.9 27.8 21.9 24.4
Math 6 Hispanic 9,353           27.6 28.3 20.8 23.2
Math 6 Asian 3,694           72.2 18.0 5.8 4.1
Math 6 Native American 170              44.1 28.2 14.1 13.5
Math 6 Multi-ethnic 1,102           42.3 27.5 15.4 14.8
Math 6 IEP 20,367         16.3 21.6 22.2 39.9
Math 6 ELL 2,633           12.6 23.1 25.3 39.1
Math 6 Economically Disadvantaged 48,818         31.6 29.3 19.3 19.8
Math 7 All students 132,803       47.5 27.8 13.1 11.6
Math 7 Male 68,343         47.1 27.0 13.3 12.6
Math 7 Female 64,300         47.9 28.7 13.0 10.4
Math 7 White 98,459         53.5 27.7 11.0 7.8
Math 7 Black 20,021         23.7 29.7 21.3 25.2
Math 7 Hispanic 9,259           26.4 29.7 20.7 23.2
Math 7 Asian 3,653           73.9 16.7 5.5 3.9
Math 7 Native American 194              35.1 28.4 22.7 13.9

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 1
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Math 7 Multi-ethnic 1,015           35.9 29.1 19.4 15.7
Math 7 IEP 20,932         13.8 22.7 22.8 40.7
Math 7 ELL 2,441           12.3 23.3 26.0 38.4
Math 7 Economically Disadvantaged 48,782         28.8 31.0 19.6 20.6
Math 8 All students 135,909       44.7 26.6 16.0 12.8
Math 8 Male 69,589         45.0 25.2 15.7 14.1
Math 8 Female 66,107         44.4 28.0 16.3 11.3
Math 8 White 101,173       50.5 26.7 13.9 8.9
Math 8 Black 20,429         21.6 27.3 23.7 27.3
Math 8 Hispanic 9,338           24.6 27.3 24.1 24.0
Math 8 Asian 3,635           71.6 17.5 6.9 4.0
Math 8 Native American 217              33.6 24.9 23.0 18.4
Math 8 Multi-ethnic 864              29.7 27.8 21.3 21.2
Math 8 IEP 21,323         11.4 18.4 25.4 44.9
Math 8 ELL 2,194           10.8 22.2 28.2 38.8
Math 8 Economically Disadvantaged 48,643         26.2 28.6 22.9 22.4
Math 11 All students 133,952       25.7 29.9 19.5 24.9
Math 11 Male 67,813         27.3 29.0 18.3 25.4
Math 11 Female 65,677         24.3 31.0 20.6 24.1
Math 11 White 104,149       29.3 32.3 19.1 19.3
Math 11 Black 18,024         7.6 20.7 21.4 50.2
Math 11 Hispanic 7,048           9.4 21.3 23.6 45.7
Math 11 Asian 3,382           52.2 27.5 10.8 9.5
Math 11 Native American 212              18.4 27.8 23.1 30.7
Math 11 Multi-ethnic 614              13.5 25.2 21.5 39.7
Math 11 IEP 18,202         4.0 10.6 15.9 69.5
Math 11 ELL 1,611           9.9 13.8 17.3 58.9
Math 11 Economically Disadvantaged 36,873         11.3 24.0 22.6 42.1
Reading 3 All students 127,154       26.2 50.8 9.5 13.5
Reading 3 Male 65,020         23.3 50.7 10.2 15.8
Reading 3 Female 62,064         29.2 50.9 8.9 11.0
Reading 3 White 92,162         30.7 52.5 7.8 9.0
Reading 3 Black 19,697         10.1 45.8 15.8 28.4
Reading 3 Hispanic 9,638           12.2 45.3 14.5 28.0
Reading 3 Asian 3,938           37.2 49.0 6.8 7.1
Reading 3 Native American 208              23.6 47.1 14.9 14.4
Reading 3 Multi-ethnic 1,424           18.8 52.5 11.0 17.8
Reading 3 IEP 19,556         10.2 35.3 14.4 40.2
Reading 3 ELL 4,030           5.6 37.0 16.7 40.7
Reading 3 Economically Disadvantaged 51,319         13.6 49.4 13.9 23.1
Reading 4 All students 127,519       36.4 36.2 14.6 12.8
Reading 4 Male 65,295         32.6 36.3 15.7 15.3
Reading 4 Female 62,153         40.3 36.2 13.5 10.1
Reading 4 White 92,508         42.4 36.9 12.1 8.6
Reading 4 Black 19,936         15.6 34.3 23.5 26.6
Reading 4 Hispanic 9,722           17.5 35.4 21.4 25.7
Reading 4 Asian 3,698           51.4 32.7 9.3 6.5
Reading 4 Native American 211              24.6 40.3 21.8 13.3
Reading 4 Multi-ethnic 1,351           29.7 36.4 19.2 14.7
Reading 4 IEP 20,760         13.7 25.3 21.5 39.5
Reading 4 ELL 3,202           4.7 25.0 27.0 43.3
Reading 4 Economically Disadvantaged 50,926         19.5 36.8 21.3 22.4
Reading 5 All students 127,430       22.7 41.8 17.5 17.9
Reading 5 Male 65,366         19.9 41.4 17.9 20.7
Reading 5 Female 61,991         25.7 42.2 17.1 14.9
Reading 5 White 92,843         26.6 45.0 15.8 12.6

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 2
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Reading 5 Black 19,737         8.6 31.9 23.6 35.9
Reading 5 Hispanic 9,615           9.7 32.4 23.4 34.5
Reading 5 Asian 3,734           36.6 41.2 13.1 9.1
Reading 5 Native American 175              17.1 42.3 17.7 22.9
Reading 5 Multi-ethnic 1,232           19.3 38.5 20.2 22.0
Reading 5 IEP 20,857         6.5 20.8 20.1 52.7
Reading 5 ELL 2,855           2.2 13.2 22.1 62.5
Reading 5 Economically Disadvantaged 49,967         11.1 35.9 22.5 30.5
Reading 6 All students 128,284       37.1 30.5 18.4 14.0
Reading 6 Male 65,205         32.8 31.0 19.4 16.9
Reading 6 Female 62,990         41.6 30.1 17.3 11.0
Reading 6 White 94,080         43.2 31.6 15.7 9.4
Reading 6 Black 19,788         15.4 27.7 27.9 29.0
Reading 6 Hispanic 9,335           15.8 26.9 26.7 30.6
Reading 6 Asian 3,687           52.9 27.5 12.3 7.3
Reading 6 Native American 170              39.4 29.4 18.8 12.4
Reading 6 Multi-ethnic 1,099           31.7 30.4 20.6 17.4
Reading 6 IEP 20,334         9.3 17.5 25.4 47.8
Reading 6 ELL 2,607           2.2 11.5 28.2 58.1
Reading 6 Economically Disadvantaged 48,750         19.5 29.8 25.9 24.8
Reading 7 All students 132,641       41.4 30.0 17.4 11.2
Reading 7 Male 68,251         37.0 29.6 19.1 14.4
Reading 7 Female 64,233         46.3 30.4 15.6 7.7
Reading 7 White 98,401         47.6 29.9 14.5 7.9
Reading 7 Black 19,963         19.1 30.7 28.2 22.0
Reading 7 Hispanic 9,226           19.2 30.5 26.3 24.0
Reading 7 Asian 3,644           58.2 25.8 11.3 4.8
Reading 7 Native American 194              34.0 33.0 17.5 15.5
Reading 7 Multi-ethnic 1,014           32.2 31.7 21.6 14.5
Reading 7 IEP 20,868         9.8 19.2 29.7 41.2
Reading 7 ELL 2,417           3.0 15.3 36.4 45.3
Reading 7 Economically Disadvantaged 48,670         22.5 31.5 26.0 20.0
Reading 8 All students 135,739       55.3 25.2 8.9 10.6
Reading 8 Male 69,498         49.7 26.6 10.0 13.7
Reading 8 Female 66,037         61.3 23.8 7.7 7.1
Reading 8 White 101,091       61.6 24.0 7.1 7.3
Reading 8 Black 20,381         33.1 30.2 15.2 21.4
Reading 8 Hispanic 9,309           31.3 30.2 15.6 22.9
Reading 8 Asian 3,634           72.5 17.3 5.1 5.1
Reading 8 Native American 217              41.9 28.6 15.7 13.8
Reading 8 Multi-ethnic 861              41.2 28.7 13.8 16.3
Reading 8 IEP 21,269         14.9 24.8 19.6 40.7
Reading 8 ELL 2,178           6.8 22.4 23.7 47.1
Reading 8 Economically Disadvantaged 48,534         35.3 31.1 14.5 19.2
Reading 11 All students 133,753       33.1 32.1 15.9 18.8
Reading 11 Male 67,700         29.5 31.9 16.3 22.3
Reading 11 Female 65,604         37.1 32.4 15.5 15.0
Reading 11 White 104,038       37.8 33.8 14.5 13.9
Reading 11 Black 17,985         12.1 26.4 21.8 39.6
Reading 11 Hispanic 7,020           13.6 25.9 22.9 37.6
Reading 11 Asian 3,377           48.1 26.7 12.6 12.6
Reading 11 Native American 212              25.9 30.7 16.0 27.4
Reading 11 Multi-ethnic 612              21.9 28.9 20.3 28.9
Reading 11 IEP 18,134         5.5 14.7 18.3 61.5
Reading 11 ELL 1,598           3.0 10.5 19.6 66.9
Reading 11 Economically Disadvantaged 36,778         15.6 28.8 21.4 34.3

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 3
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Science 4 All students 127,537       42.4 41.0 11.7 4.9
Science 4 Male 65,234         43.7 39.4 11.5 5.5
Science 4 Female 62,193         41.2 42.7 11.9 4.3
Science 4 White 92,444         50.8 40.1 7.2 1.9
Science 4 Black 19,747         14.4 43.8 26.3 15.4
Science 4 Hispanic 9,858           18.3 44.6 24.6 12.5
Science 4 Asian 3,798           52.7 35.6 9.0 2.8
Science 4 Native American 210              30.0 51.9 13.3 4.8
Science 4 Multi-ethnic 1,347           31.1 46.9 15.5 6.5
Science 4 IEP 20,672         22.1 42.8 21.9 13.2
Science 4 ELL 3,182           6.8 36.6 35.0 21.5
Science 4 Economically Disadvantaged 50,814         23.6 46.2 20.4 9.8
Science 8 All students 134,969       22.3 32.5 21.1 24.0
Science 8 Male 69,094         25.0 31.2 19.1 24.7
Science 8 Female 65,716         19.5 33.9 23.3 23.3
Science 8 White 100,549       27.0 36.7 20.0 16.2
Science 8 Black 20,052         4.5 18.5 25.5 51.6
Science 8 Hispanic 9,414           5.5 18.7 24.9 50.9
Science 8 Asian 3,680           37.7 33.2 16.0 13.1
Science 8 Native American 216              19.4 23.6 24.1 32.9
Science 8 Multi-ethnic 863              13.9 24.1 24.2 37.8
Science 8 IEP 21,025         5.3 13.5 21.1 60.2
Science 8 ELL 2,147           1.0 7.0 17.0 74.9
Science 8 Economically Disadvantaged 48,217         8.4 23.6 25.7 42.4
Science 11 All students 130,262       17.2 22.5 40.5 19.8
Science 11 Male 65,819         19.7 22.2 38.1 20.0
Science 11 Female 63,881         14.8 22.9 43.1 19.3
Science 11 White 102,666       20.1 25.7 41.1 13.2
Science 11 Black 16,161         2.8 8.0 38.3 50.9
Science 11 Hispanic 6,673           4.2 10.6 40.6 44.7
Science 11 Asian 3,370           29.2 22.1 32.9 15.8
Science 11 Native American 206              13.1 19.4 44.7 22.8
Science 11 Multi-ethnic 572              8.7 16.6 43.9 30.8
Science 11 IEP 17,372         3.3 6.0 34.9 55.8
Science 11 ELL 1,502           0.7 2.9 25.4 71.0
Science 11 Economically Disadvantaged 34,506         6.1 13.2 42.7 38.1
Writing 5 All students 126,625       2.6 55.5 40.9 1.0
Writing 5 Male 64,734         1.3 49.1 48.1 1.5
Writing 5 Female 61,812         3.9 62.3 33.4 0.4
Writing 5 White 92,533         3.1 61.5 34.8 0.7
Writing 5 Black 19,419         0.5 34.7 62.7 2.0
Writing 5 Hispanic 9,473           0.6 36.2 60.9 2.3
Writing 5 Asian 3,720           5.7 69.2 24.6 0.5
Writing 5 Native American 173              1.2 50.9 46.2 1.7
Writing 5 Multi-ethnic 1,207           1.8 48.3 48.5 1.4
Writing 5 IEP 20,498         0.5 24.5 70.1 4.9
Writing 5 ELL 2,755           0.3 20.1 74.8 4.9
Writing 5 Economically Disadvantaged 49,351         0.7 39.1 58.3 1.8
Writing 8 All students 134,976       10.5 60.7 24.6 4.2
Writing 8 Male 69,009         6.9 56.5 30.3 6.3
Writing 8 Female 65,803         14.4 65.0 18.6 2.0
Writing 8 White 100,823       12.3 64.8 20.0 2.9
Writing 8 Black 20,131         3.3 46.6 41.9 8.2
Writing 8 Hispanic 9,151           3.3 46.2 41.0 9.5
Writing 8 Asian 3,609           21.6 62.9 13.5 1.9
Writing 8 Native American 215              7.4 51.2 32.6 8.8

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 4
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Writing 8 Multi-ethnic 842              7.4 53.9 33.0 5.7
Writing 8 IEP 20,933         1.6 30.4 50.8 17.3
Writing 8 ELL 2,091           0.5 25.5 54.3 19.7
Writing 8 Economically Disadvantaged 48,097         4.0 50.1 38.2 7.7
Writing 11 All students 132,866       14.8 67.9 14.9 2.3
Writing 11 Male 67,038         11.4 66.5 18.8 3.3
Writing 11 Female 65,341         18.5 69.4 10.8 1.3
Writing 11 White 103,908       17.0 69.5 12.0 1.5
Writing 11 Black 17,396         4.8 61.1 28.3 5.8
Writing 11 Hispanic 6,842           4.9 63.7 25.9 5.5
Writing 11 Asian 3,351           25.1 64.0 9.7 1.1
Writing 11 Native American 208              9.6 65.9 21.6 2.9
Writing 11 Multi-ethnic 602              7.0 70.3 19.4 3.3
Writing 11 IEP 17,787         2.0 44.6 41.5 11.8
Writing 11 ELL 1,513           0.8 41.3 45.0 12.9
Writing 11 Economically Disadvantaged 36,024         5.5 64.3 25.2 5.0
Math Total All Students 913,498       43.7 29.7 14.4 12.2
Math Total Male 466,877       44.5 28.7 14.0 12.8
Math Total Female 445,480       42.9 30.9 14.8 11.4
Math Total White 675,625       49.2 29.9 12.4 8.5
Math Total Black 137,737       21.3 30.2 22.3 26.1
Math Total Hispanic 64,014         25.2 30.6 21.5 22.7
Math Total Asian 25,747         68.0 21.2 6.6 4.3
Math Total Native American 1,389           34.1 31.5 19.2 15.2
Math Total Multi-Ethnic 7,606           35.5 31.8 17.3 15.4
Math Total IEP 142,089       15.8 23.3 22.2 38.7
Math Total ELL 19,009         14.3 26.9 25.2 33.6
Math Total Economically Disadvantaged 335,488       27.4 32.0 20.3 20.3
Reading Total All Students 912,520       36.2 35.1 14.6 14.1
Reading Total Male 466,335       32.3 35.2 15.5 17.0
Reading Total Female 445,072       40.4 35.0 13.6 11.0
Reading Total White 675,123       41.7 36.0 12.5 9.9
Reading Total Black 137,487       16.4 32.5 22.3 28.8
Reading Total Hispanic 63,865         17.1 32.7 21.5 28.7
Reading Total Asian 25,712         50.8 31.7 10.0 7.5
Reading Total Native American 1,387           29.6 35.9 17.4 17.1
Reading Total Multi-Ethnic 7,593           27.3 36.8 17.8 18.1
Reading Total IEP 141,778       10.1 22.6 21.4 46.0
Reading Total ELL 18,887         4.0 21.1 24.4 50.4
Reading Total Economically Disadvantaged 334,944       19.6 35.1 20.7 24.6
Science Total All Students 392,768       27.2 31.9 24.5 16.4
Science Total Male 200,147       29.3 30.9 22.8 16.9
Science Total Female 191,790       25.0 33.1 26.2 15.8
Science Total White 295,659       32.0 33.9 23.4 10.7
Science Total Black 55,960         7.5 24.4 29.5 38.6
Science Total Hispanic 25,945         10.0 26.5 28.8 34.7
Science Total Asian 10,848         40.3 30.6 18.8 10.3
Science Total Native American 632              20.9 31.6 27.2 20.3
Science Total Multi-Ethnic 2,782           21.2 33.6 24.0 21.2
Science Total IEP 59,069         10.6 21.5 25.5 42.4
Science Total ELL 6,831           3.7 19.9 27.3 49.2
Science Total Economically Disadvantaged 133,537       13.6 29.5 28.1 28.9
Writing Total All Students 394,467       9.4 61.5 26.6 2.5
Writing Total Male 200,781       6.6 57.5 32.2 3.7
Writing Total Female 192,956       12.4 65.6 20.7 1.2
Writing Total White 297,264       11.1 65.4 21.8 1.7

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 5
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Writing Total Black 56,946         2.8 47.0 44.9 5.4
Writing Total Hispanic 25,466         2.7 47.2 44.3 5.8
Writing Total Asian 10,680         17.2 65.5 16.2 1.2
Writing Total Native American 596              6.4 56.2 32.7 4.7
Writing Total Multi-Ethnic 2,651           4.8 55.1 37.0 3.2
Writing Total IEP 59,218         1.3 32.6 54.7 11.4
Writing Total ELL 6,359           0.5 26.9 61.0 11.6
Writing Total Economically Disadvantaged 133,472       3.2 49.9 42.1 4.8

*Full Academic Year Students; No PASA Scores 
Percentages were rounded to the nearest tenth.
Proficiency percentages may not add up to 100 due to rounding. 6


