1. The Role of the Charter School Authorizer in PA Charter School Implementation



This is a brief overview of Charter School Law provisions that outline the authorizer’s role and responsibilities in charter granting and oversight.
Charter School Application Process

· The authorizer receives and evaluates a charter application and decides whether to grant or deny a charter within a specific time frame that is set forth in Section 17-1717-A of the Charter School Law (“CSL”).  

· Section 17-1717-A also sets forth criteria by which the application should be evaluated. 

· Section 17-1719-A sets forth information that must be in the application.

· A charter can only be granted to a public, nonprofit corporation.  (§17-1720-A)

· An authorizer should receive a copy of the charter school’s Articles of Incorporation that have been filed with the Department of State in order to verify that the charter school is an independent corporation and not a subsidiary of any other entity.  A charter school will not receive an AUN from the Department without receiving a copy of filed Articles of Incorporation. 
· The initial grant of a charter shall be for no less than 3 years and no more than 5 years.  The renewal of a charter shall be for 5 years.  (§17-1720-A)

· If an authorizer denies a charter to an applicant but the Charter School Appeal Board (“CAB”) reverses that decision, the authorizer must sign the charter within 10 days of notice of CAB’s reversal.  (§17-1717-A)

· If the authorizer fails to sign the charter as required by the CSL, the charter is deemed approved and the chairman of CAB signs the charter. The authority and responsibility to oversee the charter school remains with the authorizer, not with CAB.   (BEC)

Charter Operations

· A charter authorizer is to annually assess whether the charter school is meeting the goals of the charter.  (§17-1728-A)

· An authorizer has ongoing access to the charter school’s records and facilities to ensure the charter school is complying with its charter and the CSL, and that the requirements for testing, civil rights and student health and safety are being met.  (§17-1728-A) 

· An authorizer should also review the charter school’s Annual Report and its Adequate Yearly Progress data.  (BEC)

Charter Renewal or Non-Renewal

· An authorizer must conduct a comprehensive review of the charter school prior to granting a 5-year renewal of the charter.  (§17-1728-A)

· A decision whether to non-renew or to revoke a charter is made by the charter authorizer and Section 17-1729-A sets forth the reasons that an authorizer can non-renew or revoke a charter. 
· When a charter is revoked, not renewed, forfeited, surrendered or otherwise ceases to operate, the charter school shall be dissolved.  (§17-1729-A)

· A charter school should inform the Department’s Division of Nonpublic, Private and Charter Schools the date of any revocation hearing and the outcome of the hearing.  (BEC)

· Records of the charter school students are to be forwarded to each student’s school district of residence.  (§17-1729-A)

· Any remaining assets, after disposition of liabilities and obligations, are distributed on a proportional basis to the school entities with students enrolled in the charter school for the last full or partial school year of the charter school.  (§17-1729-A) 

USDOE Guidance regarding Authorizers of Charter Schools (Non-regulatory Guidance issued July, 2004) can be found at the following:
The Impact of the New Title I Requirements on Charter Schools
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/charterguidance03.doc
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