



2. Timeline for Annual Review Process


The following is the initial timeline for the charter school application review process.  While according to the Charter School Law the applications must be submitted by November 15, due to the efficiencies of reviewing all charter school proposals on the same timeline, school boards may choose not to accept any applications prior to November 15.

	By annual date of review
	Fact Sheet submission
Student Achievement

	Informational meeting for applicants *
	Several weeks prior to submission deadline school boards may choose to convene a meeting of parties interested in submitting charter school applications.  The purpose of the meeting is to explain and answer questions about the school board’s application and review process.

	Assemble charter review panel, which may be comprised of qualified school district personnel and community volunteers who have knowledge and expertise in areas relevant to charter schools, including:

· Finance

· Curriculum

· Legal

· Student Support

· Assessment

Meet to review application package and discuss review process. *
	Several weeks prior to submission deadline

	Charter school applications are due by November 15.  (See above regarding school board’s ability to not accept applications until November 15.)
	November 15

	Request for additional information from applicants *
	Any time following November 15.  It is recommended that these requests be in writing with a deadline for submission.

	School board must conduct first public hearing within 45 days of submission.  (See guidance for the public hearing.)
	By December 30

	Decision date on all applications 
	No sooner than 45 days after the first public hearing and no later than 75 days after the first public hearing. 

	Final date for charter applicants to submit all materials (see Charter School Materials Checklist) to receive a signed charter for the next school year *
	May 1


* Not required or specified by the Charter School Law

