
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
     

 

         

     

         

          

 

 
 
 
 

  

This  appendix  includes  the  following:

• Planning  Instruction  and  Services  for  EL  Students

• Pennsylvania  Home  Language  Survey

• WIDA  Prime  Correlation  –  Cornerstone,  Grades  K-5

• WIDA  Prime  Correlation  –  Pearson  Longman Keystone,  Grades  6-12

• Mondly

• NorthStar Curriculum

        APPENDIX D

ENGLISH  LEARNER (EL)  INFORMATION
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HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY  
  

ALL newly registering students regardless of race, nationality, or language origin MUST complete 
this form. Federal law requires that all Local Education Agencies (LEAs) utilize a non-biased procedure for 
identifying which students are potential English Learners (ELs) in order to provide appropriate language 
instruction educational programs and services. Given this responsibility, LEAs have the right to ask for the 
information contained on this and other forms associated with the identification process. 

 

Student Information (Parents/Guardians should complete this section): 

Child’s first name:   

Child’s family name:   

Child’s Date of Birth:   

(Month/Day/Year) 

  
Questions for Parents or Guardians 

1. Is a language other than English spoken in the child’s home?   No     Yes (language)                                                                                         
 
2. Does your child communicate in a language other than English?   No   Yes (language)   
  
3. What is the language that your child first learned to speak?     
  

Parent/Guardian Signature:                                                                                  Date:                         
 
Interpreter Provided       No       Yes 

 

 

 

 

 

1 The local education agency (LEA) has the responsibility under the federal law to serve students who are limited English 

proficient and need English instructional services. Given this responsibility, the LEA has the right to ask for the information it 

needs to identify English Language Learners (ELs). As part of the responsibility to locate and identify ELs, the LEA may conduct 

screenings or ask for related information about students who are already enrolled in the school as well as from students who 

enroll in the LEA in the future. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 

 

 

Introduction 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) has been developed by World-Class Instructional 

Design and Assessment (WIDA) to assist publishers and educators in examining the representation of key elements of 

the WIDA English language proficiency standards in their materials. 

 
The intent of this review is to identify the ways in which elements of the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards, 

2007 Edition, PreKindergarten through Grade 12 are represented in the published materials. These materials vary from 

core or supplemental texts to DVDs to software programs; however, it is assumed that they all seek to provide teachers 

with standards-based references to use with English language learners in diverse settings across the United States. 

 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is not an evaluative tool aimed to judge the 

effectiveness of published materials using the WIDA English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards. The goal of the 

Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is twofold: 

 

• To assist educators in making informed decisions in selecting instructional materials for programs serving 
English language learners and 

• To aid publishers and correlators in developing materials and communicating how their materials address 
key elements of the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 

 
WIDA welcomes the opportunity to work with both publishers and educators. WIDA realizes that it has a unique 

perspective on the conceptualization of language proficiency standards and how it envisions their use. It is our hope 

that by using this inventory, publishers will gain a keener understanding of some of the facets involved in the language 

development of English language learners as they pertain to their products. 

 

Organization 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is organized into two parts that, as a whole, are 

intended to provide information about instructional materials in each of 14 criteria. Part 1 contains information about 

the materials that are to be reviewed. Part 2 is the protocol used for the review of instructional materials and includes 

space for publishers to explain the answers to the questions. An Appendix at the end of the document provides 

definitions of the categories included in the PRIME correlation. 

 

Directions for completing the Protocol for Review of Instructional 
Materials for ELs (PRIME) inventory: 

STEP 1: Complete information about materials being reviewed. 

STEP 2: Respond to the “Yes/No” questions about the presence of the criteria in the materials. 

STEP 3: Provide justification to support your “Yes” responses. (Note: If additional explanation for 

“No” answers is relevant to readers’ understanding of the materials, this may also be included.) 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

Part 1: Information About Materials 

Publication Title(s):  Cornerstone  

 
Publisher: Longman Pearson 

 
Materials/ Program to be Reviewed: 

Cornerstone (multi-level program for English learners); specific examples in this 

correlation are drawn from Cornerstone A 
 

 

 

Tools of Instruction included in this review: SE, TE, Practice Book, Assessment Book, Technology Suite 

Classroom Teachers, Content Specialists, Language Teachers, Resource Teachers, and 

Intended Teacher Audiences: 

 
Intended Student Audiences: 

Paraprofessionals 
 

 

 
Grades K-5 

 
 

 

WIDA Framework(s) considered: 
Summative and Formative 

 
 

 

 
Language domains addressed in material: 

Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing 
 

 

Social and Instructional Language, The Language of 

WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards addressed: Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, and Math 

 

WIDA language proficiency levels included: 
Levels 1-5 (Entering, Beginning, Developing, Expanding, and Bridging) 

 

Most Recently Published Edition or Website: 
www.longmankeystone.com 

 
 

 

In the space below explain the focus or intended use of the materials. 
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Longman Cornerstone is a six-level program designed for elementary English learners and 

struggling readers whose academic achievement is two or more years below grade level. Levels 

K, 1, and 2 are designed for the lower elementary grades, and levels A–C for the upper 

elementary grades. Through explicit, intensive, and focused instruction accelerates students’ 

language acquisition, reading comprehension, vocabulary and oral and written communication 

skills. Cornerstone blends rigorous, research-based reading and language skills instruction 

together with a balance of content-area readings and age-appropriate, high-interest stories. In 

addition, this series incorporates the focused and purposeful instructional principles of 

Understanding by Design, which allow 

students to demonstrate their understanding and mastery of skills through multiple formal and 

informal assessment opportunities. Through this process, students will be equipped with the key 

transferable academic skills necessary for lifelong success. 

 

Cornerstone level K, for Kindergarten, builds fundamental literacy skills such as sight vocabulary 

and is rich in oral language use. Levels 1 and 2 are for lower elementary grades, and present 

material which bridge language and literacy development. Levels A, B, and C, designed for upper 

elementary grades, provide a flexible program which accelerates students’ academic achievement. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

Part 2: PRIME Correlation Tool 

I. PERFORMANCE DEFINITIONS 

 
IA. Linguistic Complexity (the amount and quality of speech or writing) 

 

YES 

□✓ 

NO 

□ A.  Do the instructional materials take into account linguistic complexity for language learners? 

□✓ □ B. Do the instructional materials address linguistic complexity for all of the targeted 

proficiency levels? 
 

□✓

 

□ 

C. Is linguistic complexity systematically addressed, in multiple lessons, chapters, or units, in 

the materials? 

 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support 

each “yes” response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Longman Cornerstone is a six-level program intended for grades K-5 

English language learners and other struggling readers. It is designed to 

accelerate language acquisition, reading comprehension, increase 

vocabulary, and strengthen both oral and written communication skills. 

Linguistic complexity is represented in all lessons and practice 

activities, through the use of a consistent and growing vocabulary, and 

using expressive language. Six units are included in each level, and are 

thematically organized, beginning with ‘The Big Question.’ This allows 

students to start a discussion about the unit theme and guides them 

through the readings and lessons that follow. Background information 

and students’ prior knowledge are explored through discussion and 

writing activities, such as ‘Quick Write,’ and ‘What about you?’ 

Vocabulary is practiced and applied with strategies, such as class 

discussion, partner activities, and individual writing assignments. Three 

readings in each unit include content-area reading and literary genres. 

Each reading concludes with a review and practice, which includes oral 

and written lessons found in such sections as: ‘Word Analysis/Phonics, 

and Fluency,’ ‘Comprehension,’ and ‘Grammar and Writing.’ Summative 

assessment allows students to respond using written and oral approaches 

and concludes with a reflective oral or written assessment. The TE 

includes multiple oral and written extension activities such as ‘Sharing 

Language and Culture.’ In addition, all lessons are supported by Practice 

Book activities, and a DVD and CD’s are provided for multi-sensory 

understanding of material. 
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B. Cornerstone addresses linguistic complexity at all proficiency levels. 

Supported by multiple images and graphic illustrations, course content 

is accessible and consistent. Writing lessons are supported with 

‘Writing Check Lists,’ and ‘Spelling Tips,’ to help students become 

more proficient in their writing skills. Language frames are used to 

allow students to practice and apply new content in complex 

sentences. On most right-hand pages of the TE, a sidebar, 

‘Differentiated Instruction,’ provides creative strategies for customizing 

lessons to meet a variety of student needs. Potential problem areas 

of language development are addressed in ‘Accelerate Language 

Development,’ and ‘Linguistic Note,’ sidebars, which provide 

remediation strategies. Linguistic Complexity is noted in the TE by the 

icon, “CRI” to indicate a teaching strategy which is culturally and 

linguistically responsive to students’ background and cultural experiences 

(See level A, TE pp. T33, T55, T59.) 

 

C. Linguistic complexity is systematically addressed in all lessons, 

readings, and units in the Cornerstone materials. See Cornerstone A, 

Unit 1 for representative examples of linguistic complexity: 

• ‘Quick Write’ p. 3: Visual literacy and theme related writing. 

• ‘What about you’? p. 7: Oral and written personal response questions. 

• ‘Make connections’ p. 9: Writing fluency exercises using key words. 

• ‘Think it over’ p. 13: Flexible, grouping, comprehension questions. 

• ‘Grammar and Writing’ pp. 18-19: ‘Nouns and Write a Description.’ 

• ‘Unit 1 Wrap Up’ pp. 52-53: Multi-level assessment and ‘Self-Evaluation  

Questions.’ 

• ‘Accelerate Language Development’ and ‘Linguistic Notes’ TE pp. 

T45, T47: Built in remediation. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

IB. Vocabulary Usage (specificity of words, from general to specific to technical) 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Is vocabulary usage represented as words, phrases, and expressions in context? 

 
B. Is vocabulary usage addressed in the materials for all of the targeted levels of proficiency? 

 
C. Are general, specific, and technical language usage systematically presented 

throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

 

A. Vocabulary usage is presented as words, phrases, and expressions in 

context with visual support. At the beginning of each unit, vocabulary 

related to the theme is visually presented and practiced in context. 

Students are provided with graphic prompts in the form of language frames, 

as a means of applying vocabulary by using expressions and sentences, 

either with a partner and in whole class discussion, or through writing 

exercises. Both sight (high frequency) and story words are presented in 

simple sentences. Vocabulary is then modeled using multiple strategies, 

such as ‘Your Turn,’ practice exercises. ‘Words in Context’ teaches content 

related key words linked with real world examples. The same key words are 

used again in the next reading to build vocabulary through practice. ‘Make 

Connections,’ concludes these pre-reading vocabulary lessons with a 

writing activity. Students are asked to use 

key words in a personal response related to the subject matter. Academic 

words are explicitly taught with multiple opportunities available for 

practice. These are the words that travel across the content areas (ex. 

theorize, create, process,) and are critical for student understanding of 

content area readings. Words and phrases are highlighted and defined 

throughout the readings. Teacher instruction is included to pre-teach 

highlighted words and phrases in context. The Practice Book provides 

further support for all vocabulary lessons. 

B. Vocabulary usage is addressed at all targeted levels of proficiency. 

Vocabulary is supported with colorful illustrations and photos. ‘Visual 

Literacy,’ lessons expand vocabulary instruction to other academic subject 
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areas using real world connections. Four proficiency levels of differentiated 

instruction for each vocabulary lesson are noted in the TE. Additional 

support included in the Cornerstone program includes audio recordings, 

picture cards, CD-ROM and Practice Book activities. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 
 

 

 

C. General, content specific, academic and technical language are 

systematically presented throughout the materials. To view vocabulary 

presented in levels 1-C, see the ‘Scope and Sequence,’ located in the TE on 

pages 16-19. 

Representative examples of vocabulary instruction: Level A, Unit 1: 

• ‘What Do You Know About Communities?’ pp. 4-5: Unit terms introduced 

using language frames to help structure communication. 

• ‘Vocabulary’ pp. 8-9: Words in Context and Academic Words taught in 

context with expressive use. 

• ‘A Closer Look at…’ pp. 42-43: This lesson is found in each unit. It builds 

additional background knowledge and vocabulary, as well as including 

extension activities. 

• ‘Vocabulary Definitions’ TE p. T51: Specific and technical vocabulary 

related to reading is pre-taught. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

IC. Language Control/Conventions (comprehensibility of language) 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Are opportunities to demonstrate language control presented in the materials? 

 
B. Do opportunities to demonstrate language control correspond to all targeted levels of 

language proficiency? 

 
C. Are opportunities to demonstrate language control systematically presented in the 

materials in multiple chapters, lessons, or units? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. Opportunities to demonstrate language control are varied and frequent in 

the Cornerstone series. Skills are introduced, taught, practiced and applied 

using a variety of instructional strategies, which encourage language 

development, such as: partner and whole class discussions, social 

conversation, and collaborative assignments. Fluency, phonics, grammar and 

semantic choice are practiced in each unit, to develop language control. At 

higher levels, each reading is followed by a fluency lesson. Students choose 

from 3 leveled reading excerpts to practice pacing, intonation, and 

expression. Phonics is taught at all levels. The TE integrates phonics 

throughout the lessons and clearly identified phonics lessons appear in the SE. 

Grammar is connected directly to writing, and follows each reading lesson 

with the section, ‘Grammar and Writing,’ which supports retention of material 

and accelerates language control. Additional activities are included in the 

Practice Book, Assessment Book, and on the CD ROM. 

B. Opportunities to demonstrate language are appropriate to targeted language 

proficiency levels. Differentiated instruction for language control activities is 

included in the TE. As stated above in A, leveled fluency practice and 

assessments are found after each reading for higher levels. Opportunities to 

practice reading fluency and language development activities are abundant at 

all levels. These include teacher modeling, choral and partner reading, and 

direct reading by the teacher. 

C. Opportunities to demonstrate language control are carefully structured in 

each lesson and unit. See the ‘Scope and Sequence,’ on pages 16-19 to view 

‘Listening/Speaking,’ ‘Grammar,’ ‘Phonics,’ and ‘Writing,’ activities. 
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Level A, Unit 2: 

•  ‘What about you?’ p. 59: Discussion connected to theme. 

• ‘Think it Over’ pp. 67, 79: After reading questions there are opportunities 

for group or individual response. 

• ‘Fluency’ p. 31, 45, 69: Multi-level fluency practice. 

• ‘Comprehension’ pp. 46-47, 70-71: Retell, Practice, and Extension exercises 

practice oral and written skills. 

• ‘Grammar and Writing’ pp. 72-73: ‘The Verb Have,’ and ‘Write a Problem and 

Solution Story.’ 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

II. ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) STANDARDS 

 
IIA. Presence of WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Are social and instructional language and one or more of the remaining WIDA Standards 

(the language of Language Arts, of Mathematics, of Science, and of Social Studies) present 

in the materials? 

 
B. Do the materials systematically integrate Social and Instructional Language and the 

language of the targeted content area(s)? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. All WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards (Social and Instructional 

language, the language of Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social 

Studies) are present in the Cornerstone series. Each level has a balance of 

literary and subject based texts and includes a variety of genres. Genre and 

subject area are clearly marked in the Table of Contents, Scope and Sequence, 

and again within the text. Academic vocabulary, such as context, method, or 

identify are taught at the beginning of each reading and appear across all 

content areas. In the TE, lessons connect content to subject areas and are 

noted by a ‘Link to…’ lesson, wherever appropriate (See level A pp. T58, T78, 

T86.) These lesson extensions develop student understanding of subject 

matter, and build learning skills, activities include using timelines, researching 

science terms, and dramatically acting out literature (level A TE pp. T78, T83, 

T86.) Social and instructional language is used in the practice and application of 

skills such as identifying classroom routines, reading strategies, information 

gathering, and personal information or experience responses. In addition, 

personal communication is addressed in writing activities 

like ‘Formal Letter’ p. 273 or ‘Write Directions’ p. 287 in level A. The Practice 

Book, Assessment book, and CD ROM provide further practice in the five ELP 

standards. See the ‘Scope and Sequence,’ on pages 16-19 to view content 

related to the ELP standards. 

B. Cornerstone systematically integrates Social and Instructional Language with the 

Languages of Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science. Pre-reading and  

post-reading lessons are structured in the same manner for all content, whether  

literary or subject-area based. These lessons include practice exercises using social  

and instructional language related to writing, reading, speaking, and listening. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 
 

 

 

The following examples found in Cornerstone A, Unit 3 shows how a science 

reading is integrated with Social Instructional Language: 

• ‘Unit 3 Planner’ TE pp. T106A-T107A: View the ‘Reading 1’ column to see all 

lessons cross referenced with the science area reading. 

• ‘Your Stories about Animals at Home’ pp. 110-111: Short readings to connect 

theme and create background knowledge though reading, discussion, and 

writing. 

• ‘Vocabulary’ pp. 112-113: Words in context and academic words taught 

prior to reading. 

• ‘Reading Strategy’ pp. 114, 117, 120: An exercise which leads learners 

through the reading; students also summarize text in the 

‘Comprehension,’ section. 

• ‘Think it over’ p. 117: Asks students to compare and contrast, and then 

make conclusions. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

IIB. Representation of Language Domains 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 
 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Are the language domains (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) targeted in the materials? 

B. Are the targeted language domains presented within the context of language 

proficiency levels? 

C. Are the targeted language domains systematically integrated throughout the materials? 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response for 

this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

 

A. Each unit in the Cornerstone series is built around the language domains of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing to accelerate language 

development. In higher levels, units typically include three readings, a 

literary or informational text, a ‘Picture Walk’ and a third ‘Bonus Reading.’ 

Additional, level appropriate books related to the theme are listed at the end 

of each unit in ‘Further Reading.’ Each reading is preceded by 

the exploration of background knowledge and vocabulary using reading, 

listening/ speaking and writing activities. Strategies for comprehension 

include questions for discussion and writing exercises. Listening and speaking 

are taught as interdependent processes with partners, in small group 

cooperative activities and through discussion. After completing the reading 

for the higher levels, lessons follow in ‘Phonics and Fluency,’ 

‘Comprehension,’ and ‘Grammar and Writing.’ Writing lessons build in 

complexity through the units and vary in genre and structure (examples in 

level A include: ‘Write a Paragraph,’ p. 49, ‘Write a Family Story,’ p. 199, or ‘Write 

a Report,’ p. 

223.) All lessons are supported in the Practice Book with written skills practice. 

See the ‘Unit Planners,’ found before each unit in the TE (level A, Unit 2 example 

pp. T54-T55) to view language domains connected to the unit readings. 

B. The Cornerstone series presents many opportunities for students to practice 

and apply skills appropriate to their language proficiency level through 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing lessons and activities. Higher levels are 

designed for flexible use; a placement test guarantees that students are 

working at their correct level. ‘Unit Wrap Up,’ provides differentiated 

assessment opportunities of the unit objectives using written, oral or visual 
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projects. This allows teachers to match students with a suitable assessment to 

their proficiency level. Levels of differentiated instruction are noted in 

the TE; this provides strategies for customizing instruction for a variety learner 

needs in all subject area domains. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 
 

 

C. As referenced above in A, Cornerstone integrates all language domains 

into each lesson and unit in the series. The following examples are 

typical of the types of activities found throughout the series: 

See Cornerstone A, Unit 2: 

• ‘Unit 2: Meeting Challenges’ pp. 54-55: Introduces reading, listening and 

speaking, and writing lessons in the unit plus an additional ‘Quick Write’ 

exercise. 
• ‘What about you?’ p. 59: Comprehension and connection oral response activity. 

• ‘Make Connections’ p. 61: Discussion and written response. 

• “Birds in the Garden” pp. 62-67: Short Story. 

• ‘Phonics and Fluency’ pp. 68-69: Read aloud and partner practice. 

• ‘Grammar and Writing’ pp. 72-73: ‘The Verb Have,’ and ‘Write a 

Problem and Solution Story.’ 

• ‘Unit 2 Wrap Up’ p. 104: Written, oral, or visual unit assessment ‘Further 

Reading’ TE p. T151: Optional reading extension assignment which lists 

level appropriate books related to theme. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

III. LEVELS OF LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

 
IIIA. Differentiation of Language (for ELP levels) 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Do the materials differentiate between the language proficiency levels? 

 
B. Is differentiation of language proficiency developmentally and linguistically appropriate 

for the designated language levels? 

 
C. Is differentiation of language systematically addressed throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. The Cornerstone program is a six level, grade K-5 program. Content within each 

level is appropriate for the targeted proficiency and grade levels. Scaffolding 

exercises and lesson extensions are included throughout the text to ensure 

access to all learners working above or below level. A brief placement test 

locates students at the correct program level. Standards-based assessments are 

available for every reading selection, unit, midterm, 

and at the conclusion of each level. These assessments measure progress 

throughout the year and ensure students are mastering standards and learning 

transferable skills. An exit exam determines whether a student is either ready for 

mainstream coursework or should continue to the next level of the program. 

B. Differentiation of language proficiency is linguistically and developmentally 

appropriate at each Cornerstone level. A variety of linguistic supports are 

incorporated into each level including teacher modeling, repeated reading, 

discussions, and student presentations. Fluency lessons in higher levels practice 

pacing, intonation, and expression. These lessons give students a choice of 3 

leveled reading passages: 1-easy, 2-intermediate, 3-more difficult. 

Differentiated assessment for the unit objectives is found at the end of each unit, 

and is built into the TE, providing strategies for customizing instruction for a 

variety of learner needs. Further support in the Teacher’s Resource book 

includes summaries of all readings in six common first languages. An 

‘Introduction to Linguistics,’ located on pages 26-41 in the TE supplies 

background linguistic knowledge and comparisons of English sounds to other 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 
 
 

C. Cornerstone is a carefully structured program that provides a complete 

instructional plan across various proficiency levels. As stated in A and B 

above, differentiation is systematically addressed in skills taught in the lessons, 

across the units, and specifically noted in sidebars included in the TE. 

See Cornerstone A, Unit 3 for examples typical for the series: 

• ‘Differentiated Language’ TE pp. T107, T109, T113, T115, T117: Strategies and 

techniques for leveled instruction. 

• ‘Linguistic Note’ pp. T119, T133 and ‘Accelerate Language Development’ pp. 

T121, T133: Highlighting linguistic and cultural nuances in content 

appropriate language. 

• ‘Extension’ pp. 121, 133, 145: Multi-sensory extension activities located 

included after every reading. 

• ‘Fluency’ pp. 119, 131, 143: Leveled oral reading options. 

• ‘Unit 3 Wrap Up’ p. 150: End of unit assessment provides an end of unit 

evaluation which allows teachers to evaluate student grade level progress. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

IIIB. Scaffolding Language Development (from ELP level to ELP level) 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

A. Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for students to advance within a 

proficiency level? 

 
B. Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for students to progress from one 

proficiency level to the next? 

 
C. Are scaffolding supports presented systematically throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. The Cornerstone series offers a guided transition by providing scaffolding 

supports for students to advance within each proficiency level. Texts have built 

in scaffolding, and the TE includes more scaffolding activities which can be used 

as needed. Thematic units and ‘The Big Question,’ introduce and connect the 

student to reading in the content areas. Each reading begins with an exploration 

of content background and students’ prior knowledge. Other scaffolding support 

found in lessons and throughout the units include examples of teacher modeling, 

visual and graphic support, cooperative learning, hands on learning, reading 

strategies, and comprehension checks. In higher levels, writing activities contain a 

‘Writing Checklist,’ and ‘Spelling Tips,’ for immediate writing guidance, as well as 

a model for students to use as an example of language control. Academic 

vocabulary is vital to the progression of the EL learner; thus, academic 

vocabulary is introduced and practiced with every reading. The ‘Skills Handbook,’ 

found at the end of levels, features easy to use student supports, which are 

critical to academic skills like grammar, writing, and study skills. In addition, 

the Teacher’s Resource Book contains summaries for all readings in six 

languages to help simplify language and create a bridge to understanding. 

B. Skills built throughout the readings and units assist students as they advance 

from one proficiency level to the next with scaffolded assistance described 

above in part A. The TE provides step-by step lesson plans, which are supported 

with instructional cues, to help teachers introduce concepts, teach, and assess 

effectively. Assessment resources monitor student progress and evaluate student 

progression through each level. See the ‘Scope and Sequence,’ located on pages 
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16-19 of the TE for an overview of skill advancement through each level. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

 

C. As stated above in A and B, Cornerstone systematically builds upon prior 

knowledge and explicitly scaffolds learning, as a means to progressing students 

from one level to the next. Examples from Cornerstone A, Unit 3 are 

representative of the types of scaffolding found throughout the series: 

• ‘Words to Know’ pp. 108-109: Introduction to unit terms with the use of 

graphic supports. 

• ‘Your Stories about Animals at Home’ pp. 110-11: Uses short readings to 

connect students to theme and readings in the unit. 

• ‘More About the Big Question’ TE pp. T114, T126, T18: TE features easy to use 

step-by- step instruction. The Big Question introduces readings, and a graphic 

organizer is used to scaffold understanding of the reading strategy. 

• ‘Reading Strategy’ pp. 114, 126, 138: Guides reading. 

• ‘Fluency’ pp. 119, 131, 143: Partner work and leveled oral reading lessons. 

• ‘Writing’ pp. 123, 135, 147: Includes student model of the writing activity. 

• ‘Spelling Tip’ and ‘Writing Checklist’ pp. 123, 135, 147: A scaffolding activity 

found in each writing activity. 

• ‘Think it Over’ pp. 117, 127: Comprehension questions answered in class 

discussion, partner activity, or individual writing assignment. 

• ‘Unit 3 Wrap Up’ p. 150: Written, oral, or visual/active end of unit assessment. 
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IV. STRANDS OF MODEL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 
IVA. Language Functions 
YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

Context 

A. Do the materials include a range of language functions? 

 
B. Do the language functions attach to a context (i.e., are they incorporated into 

a communicative goal or activity)? 

C. Are language functions presented comprehensively to support the progression of 

language development? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. A range of language functions are used in the instructional language of 

Cornerstone, both within lessons and in practice activities. After students 

are taught a new skill, they practice and apply the skill using a variety of 

language functions. For example, as students respond to comprehension 

questions, or use reading strategies, they compare, identify, answer, find, 

describe, and retell. Academic words taught in higher levels include language 

functions such as: theorize respond, or conclude, to expand 

students’ knowledge of such universal terms found in multiple content areas. 

See Level A ‘Scope and Sequence,’ located on pages 16-19 of the TE to view 

the multiple uses of language functions in the curriculum. 

B. The language functions are attached to the practice activities, and all 

activities are connected to expanding student understanding of lessons, 

readings, and thematic units. In addition, the TE uses language functions in 

the step-by-step instructions of each lesson (ex. ‘Step 2: Practice’ or ‘Step 3: 

Expand’.) 

C. The progression of language development is supported by the 

comprehensive use of language functions throughout Cornerstone. As 

student skills progress in each unit, language functions are used to support 

the communicative needs of the developing learner. Examples found in 

level A, Unit 4 show the comprehensive use of language functions in the 

curriculum: 

• ‘Quick Write’ p. 153: Describe and create. ‘Academic Vocabulary’ pp. 

175, 189: Conclude, theory, respond. 

Appendices page 3672 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



 

 
 

• ‘Reading Strategy’ pp. 165, 176: Students identify important concepts within 

the text to build understanding. 
• ‘Use a T-Chart’ p. 171: List, solve, present. 
• ‘Phonics and Fluency: Practice’ p. 182: Sort words. 

• ‘Step 2: Practice’ TE p. T185: Language function in the step-by-step 

instructions of each lesson. 

• ‘Unit 4 Wrap Up’ p. 202: Each end of unit assessment uses language functions 

in each category. 
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YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

Higher Order Thinking 

D. Are opportunities to engage in higher order thinking present for students of various levels 

of English language proficiency? 

 
E. Are opportunities for engaging in higher order thinking systematically addressed in the 

materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Opportunities for students to engage in higher order thinking are present at 

all ELP levels in each unit and across all levels of the Cornerstone series. ‘The 

Big Question,’ begins each unit, and ties together all readings. This creates an 

opportunity for students to discuss content relative to the universal and 

reflective questions. Every unit includes ‘Think it Over,’ questions that involve 

complex judgment skills and require students 

to analyze the reading and come to conclusions. Extension lessons are 

included throughout the TE and in comprehension sections of the SE. These 

lessons promote creative thinking while applying previously taught skills. 

Student research activities are used to evaluate the theme and cultivate 

connections between subject areas. In higher levels, extension lessons often 

include a ‘Share with Partner,’ exercise where students react to a partners work 

by asking questions. ‘Self-Evaluation Questions,’ found at the end of the unit 

encourage students to reflect on what they have learned in the subject unit as 

well as recognize what they have accomplished. 

B. Opportunities to engage in higher order thinking are systematically 

presented in Cornerstone. See the following examples found in Level A, 

Unit 4: 

• ‘The Big Question’ pp. 153, 160, 176, 202: Thematic questions guide readers 

through unit and require students to speculate and evaluate content. 

• ‘Self-Evaluation Questions’ p. 203: Reflection on the unit. Students reflect 

on what they have learned in the unit, as well as recognize they have 

accomplished. 

• ‘Extension’ pp. 171, 185, 197: Projects which use creative thinking and 

require student presentations and feedback. 

• ‘Think it Over’ pp. 165, 181, 193: Comprehension questions that promote an 

analysis of the reading. 
• ‘Technology’ TE p. T157: Research and share activity. 

Appendices page 3674 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



 

 

 

WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs WIDA 

PRIME Correlation 
 

 

IVB. Content Stem 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

Coverage and Specificity of Example Content Topics 

A. Do examples cover a wide range of topics typically found in state and local academic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

A. Cornerstone is a curriculum aligned to state and national academic content 

standards, covers a wide range of subject matter topics, and is grade level 

appropriate. In the 

TE, TESOL standards are referenced on even pages of each two-page spread for 

every assignment. The curriculum emphasizes language arts, as well as including 

significant content area readings and lessons in social studies, math, and science. 

Examples in level A include “Earth and Beyond,” p. 212 or “Scientists and Crows,” p. 

176. Each unit contains lessons aligned to the standards in vocabulary, grammar, 

phonics, word analysis, fluency, and writing. The ‘Learning Checklist,’ concludes 

each unit and lists all skills taught in unit. 

WIDA ELP standards and example topics are abundantly incorporated in lessons 

such as, level A p. 242, “The Phases of the Moon” (WIDA Language of Science, ELP 

Standard 5, Grades 3-5, Example Topic: Nature.) In addition, the student 

assessment book provides questions which are aligned to standards and 

introduce students to question types found on state exams. See 

www.pearsonlongman.com for a list of correlations to state and national 

standards. 

B. All topics covered in the Cornerstone series are accessible to English language 

learners of the targeted levels of English language proficiency. Each lesson has built-

in differentiated instruction and is further supported by a wide variety of teaching 

resources and technology for comprehensive reinforcement of instruction. 

C. Standard aligned content and topics are systematically presented throughout 

the Cornerstone series. See the Table of Contents, in the introductory pages of 

each level to view unit structure and the variety of subject area content. See 

examples found in Level A, Unit 5: 

 

 

 

 

 

 content standards? 

□

✓ 

□ B Are example topics accessible to English language learners of the targeted level(s) of 

English language proficiency? 

□
✓ 

□ C. Are example topics systematically presented throughout the materials? 
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• ‘TESOL Standards’ TE pp. T204, T206, T208, T210: TESOL standards listed on 

even pages throughout TE, these correlate to lessons found on 

representative pages. 
• ‘Learning Checklist’ p. 255: End of unit list of skills and standards met. 

• ‘Reading 1: Informational Text/Science’, ‘Reading 2: Informational 

Text/Biography’, ‘Reading 3: Literature/Myths’, and ‘Bonus Reading: 

Informational Text/Science’ pp. 212, 226, 242, 252: Readings cover a variety 

of content areas and genres. 
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YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

Accessibility to Grade Level Content 

D. Is linguistically and developmentally appropriate grade level content present in the 

materials? 

 
E. Is grade level content accessible for the targeted levels of language proficiency? 

 
F. Is the grade level content systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. Linguistically and developmentally appropriate content are present in the 

materials, which address state standards for the targeted grade levels and 

include WIDA example topics and standards. The first three levels, K, 1, and 2, 

are grade specific. Levels A—C are a flexible program with grade level content 

suitable for grades 3-5. Unit themes and ‘The Big Question,’ guide students 

through lessons anchored by subject area content. Curriculum is designed 

around high-interest readings, which are supported by grade appropriate 

images and graphics. Cornerstone curriculum provides rigorous instruction in 

vocabulary, grammar, phonics, fluency, and writing with the goal of improving 

academic performance and developing transferable skills. 

Within the Cornerstone program a wide variety of linguistic supports are 

incorporated, and include teacher modeling, listening to CD’s, repeated 

readings, discussions, presentations, and dramatic reading. See the ‘Scope and 

Sequence,’ located on pages 16-19 of the TE to view grade level content at each 

level. 

B. Cornerstone uses a curriculum design approach called ‘Understanding by Design’ 

and differentiated instruction is built into each lesson. These multiple 

approaches make content accessible for each language proficiency level. 

Students advance through levels of Cornerstone curriculum and eventually 

progress to mastering mainstream coursework. 

C. As stated above in A through D, Cornerstone content was selected based on 

grade level appropriate state and national standards. This content is 

systematically presented throughout the material. See ‘Scope and Sequence,’ 

in the introductory 

pages of all levels to corroborate this well-articulated structuring of the program. 

See Level A, Unit 5 for representative examples of Cornerstone content: 

• Reading 1: “Earth and Beyond” p. 212: Science/Informational Text. 
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• Reading 2: “Franklin’s Dream” p. 226: Biography/Informational Text. 

• Reading 3: “One Moon, Many Myths” p. 242: Myths/Literature. 

• Bonus Reading: “The Phases of the Moon” p. 252: Science/Informational Text. 

• Writing: ‘Write a Report’ p. 223, ‘Write an Autobiography’ p. 239, ‘Write a Myth’ 

p. 251. 
• Grammar: ‘Present Tense Verbs’ p. 222, ‘Past Tense Verbs’ p. 238, ‘Future Tense Verbs’ 

p. 250. 

• ‘Learning Checklist’ p. 255: Lists skills taught in Unit 5. 
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IVC. INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORTS 

YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

Sensory Support 

A. Are sensory supports, which may include visual supports, present and varied in the materials? 

 
B. Are sensory supports relevant to concept attainment and presented in a manner that 

reinforces communicative goals for the targeted levels of proficiency? 

 
C. Are sensory supports systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response for 

this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Sensory supports are present and varied throughout the Cornerstone program. 

All units are strongly supported with a range of dynamic visual supports, 

including computer graphics, artist’s illustrations, and photographs to 

enhance student understanding 

of content. Visual literacy is explicitly taught in the unit opener, allowing 

students to investigate images related to the theme, and discussion prompts 

are noted throughout the TE (level A pp. 256-258, 275, 279.) Included in each 

unit is a photo essay labeled ‘Picture Walk,’ which builds visual literacy and 

background knowledge. Content area lessons include supporting graphics, like 

diagrams, which illustrate cause and effect (Level A pp. 112, 115-117, photos 

of artifacts pp. 191-193, and models pp. 211, 216 

.) Multi-sensory lessons activities specific to the targeted proficiency level are 

also included. For example, students sing songs related to vocabulary, teachers 

use puppets in instruction, students play physical learning games, or draw 

pictures. ‘Unit Wrap-Up,’ which includes assessments is found at the end of 

each unit, and gives students and teachers choices of oral, written, or 

visual/active activities, as well as acknowledging 

a diversity in learning styles. A video DVD available with this curriculum 

features background information on the unit themes, and audio CD’s are 

included to model oral reading fluency. A list of available teaching resources is 

included with every lesson in the TE. 
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B. Sensory supports relevant to concept attainment are presented in a 

manner that reinforces communication goals for each targeted level. 

Vocabulary and practice activities are supported throughout the levels 

with illustrations and photographs, furthering the understanding of 

instruction and teaching background knowledge of subject. As stated above 

in A, the ‘Unit Wrap Up,’ is an oral, written, or visual/active 

assessments enabling teachers to match students with an appropriate activity 

based on proficiency level. Extension activities also offer hands-on projects and 

include creating collages, writing captions, and drawing. 

C. Sensory supports are systematically presented throughout all units and 

levels in the Cornerstone series. See examples found in level A, Unit 6: 

• ‘Unit 6: Arts Festivals’ pp. 256-257: Unit opener visually introduces 

theme, Big Question, readings and unit objectives. 
• ‘Visual Literacy’ TE p. T256: Students study the photographs and make inferences. 

• ‘What Do You Know about Arts Festivals?’ pp. 258-259 and ‘Vocabulary’ 

pp. 262- 263: Vocabulary instruction is supported visually. 

• “How to Make Puppets” p. 278: Informational text supported by 

appropriate visuals. 

• ‘Picture Walk’ pp. 280-281: Photo essay develops background info and 

visual literacy. 
• ‘Extension’ p. 297: Students create and perform a dance. 
• ‘Unit 6 Wrap Up’ p. 302: Written, oral, visual/active unit assessments. 
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YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

Graphic Support 

D. Are graphic supports present and varied in the materials? 

 
E. Are graphic supports relevant to concept attainment and presented in a manner that 

reinforces communicative goals for the targeted proficiency levels? 

 
F. Are graphic supports systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

A.  All lessons, at every level of Cornerstone are comprehensively supported with a 

variety of graphic material appropriate to the proficiency level. At the very beginning of 

each unit, graphics introduce a theme and bridge student comprehension with 

activities that build background knowledge. Visual supports are used in vocabulary, 

phonics, reading, and writing lessons. Images like sequence illustrations are used in 

informational texts to bridge understanding of content (ex. visual science sequence of 

a tadpole developing into a frog.) In addition, graphic organizers are used in practice 

activities to organize information for writing lessons. In each reading, graphic 

organizers like main idea or cause and effect charts are used to teach reading strategy. 

‘Comprehension,’ lessons found after each reading, feature a graphic organizer specific to 

the reading strategy. The same graphic organizer is then typically used in the 

accompanying pre-writing activity. Practice Books that accompanies materials use 

similar vocabulary, phonics, and comprehension graphic supports as the textbook. 

B. Graphic supports used in Cornerstone are always relevant to concept attainment 

and presented in a manner, which reinforce communicative goals for the proficiency 

level. Specific graphic supports such as language starters are used to create sentences 

and visual vocabulary scaffolds language development. Throughout the TE, ‘Visual 

Literacy,’ expands the meaning of graphics to promote further understanding content. 

‘Differentiated Instruction,’ often uses content graphics and graphic organizers to 

scaffold and extend lessons. 

C.   As stated in A and B above, graphics supports are systematically presented 

throughout the materials. Examples found in Cornerstone level A, Unit 6 are 

characteristic of supports found throughout all levels: 

• ‘Words to Know’ pp. 258-259: Uses visual language frames to scaffold sentence 

creation. 
• ‘Introduce’ TE: pp. T264, T276, T290: 5W Chart, Sequence Chart, Venn Diagrams. 

• ‘Comprehension’ pp. 271, 285, 297: T-Chart, Sequence Chart, 5 W Charts. 
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• ‘Author’s Purpose’ p. 270: Uses cause and effect chart in instruction. 

• ‘Fluency’ pp. 269, 283, 295: Instruction supported with sequence boxes. 

• “How to Make Puppets” p. 278: Graphics supports are used in Informational text. 

• ‘Write a Newspaper Article’ p. 299: Pre-writing exercise using K W Chart. 
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YES  NO 

□✓

 

□ 

□✓

 

□ 

 

□✓

 

□ 

Interactive Support 

G. Are interactive supports present and varied in the materials? 

 
H. Are interactive supports present and relevant to concept attainment for the targeted 

proficiency levels? 

 
I. Are interactive supports varied and systematically presented in the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Interactive support is varied and relevant to concept attainment in the 

Cornerstone program. Opportunities to discuss and confirm both background 

and prior knowledge begin each unit and reading. Partner, small and whole 

group discussions, and practice activities are interactive strategies which can be 

used in every unit to facilitate comprehension of content and promote 

meaningful communication. Extension projects and unit assessments often use 

cooperative group structures. The internet is used to research specific topics, 

and information is shared and discussed with a partner or in groups. Native 

language support is noted throughout the TE in lessons like ‘Linguistic Note,’ 

‘Sharing Language and Culture,’, and with the ‘CRI’ icon. These lessons are 

culturally and linguistically responsive and incorporate the diversity of student’s 

background and cultures into the curriculum. The Teacher’s Resource book 

contains summaries of all readings in six common first languages. In addition, the 

CD-ROM includes additional interactive activities and the 

www.pearsonlongman.com website contains a student area with games and 

practice. 

B. All interactive supports are relevant to concept attainment for the targeted 

proficiency level. Interactive supports described above in A and referenced in C 

are explicitly used to scaffold lessons so that learners of all levels gain access to 

meaning in multiple modalities. 

C. Interactive supports are varied and systematically presented throughout the 

Cornerstone material. Examples found in Level A, Unit 6 are representative of 

lessons found in all levels: 

1. ‘What about you?’ p. 261: Small groups share personal stories that connect to theme. 

2. ‘Think it Over’ p. 267: Comprehension questions answered with a partner, in whole 
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class discussion or individual writing. 
3. ‘Phonics and Fluency’ pp. 268-269: Practice exercises include cooperative activities. 
4. ‘Sharing Language and Culture’ TE pp. T261, T285: Students have an 

opportunity to exchange cultural information in extension lessons included 

throughout the TE. 

5. ‘CRI’ pp. T259, T269, T275, T277, T281: Icon signals interactive lessons that are 

culturally responsive. 
6. ‘Unit 6 Wrap Up’ p. 302: Assessments include interactive supports. 
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Appendix 

I. Performance Definitions – the criteria (linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage, and language control) that shape 

each of the six levels of English language proficiency that frame the English language proficiency standards. 

 
IA. Linguistic Complexity – the amount and quality of speech or writing for a given situation 

IB. Vocabulary Usage – the specificity of words (from general to technical) or phrases for a given context 

IC. Language Control/Conventions – the comprehensibility and understandability of the communication 

for a given context 

 
II. English Language Proficiency Standards – the language expectations of English language learners at the end of 

their English language acquisition journey across the language domains, the four main subdivisions of language. 

 
IIA. Five WIDA ELP Standards: 

1. English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the school 

setting. 

2. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Language Arts. 

3. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Mathematics. 

4. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Science. 

5. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Social Studies. 

 
IIB. Domains: 

t Listening – process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations 

t Speaking – engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of audiences 

t Reading – process, understand, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols and text with 

understanding and fluency 

t Writing – engage in written communication in a variety of situations for a variety of audiences 

 
III. Levels of English Language Proficiency - The five language proficiency levels (1-Entering, 2-Beginning, 

3-Developing, 4-Expanding, 5- Bridging) outline the progression of language development in the acquisition of 

English. The organization of the standards into strands of Model Performance Indicators (MPIs) illustrates the 

continuum of language development. 

 
IIIA. Differentiation – providing instruction in a variety of ways to meet the educational needs of students at 

different proficiency levels 

IIIB. Scaffolding – building on already acquired skills and knowledge from level to level of language 

proficiency based on increased linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage, and language control through 

the use of supports. 
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IV. Strands of Model Performance Indicators – examples that describe a specific level of English language 

proficiency for a language domain. Each Model Performance Indicator has three elements: Language Function, 

Content Stem, and Support 

 
IVA. Language Functions – the first of the three elements in model performance indicators indicates how 

ELs are to process and use language to demonstrate their English language proficiency. 

• Context – the extent to which language functions are presented comprehensively, socially and 
academically in materials 

• Higher Order Thinking – cognitive processing that involves learning complex skills such as critical 
thinking and problem solving. 

IVB. Content Stem – the second element relates the context or backdrop for language interaction within the 

classroom. The language focus for the content may be social, instructional or academic depending on 

the standard. 

IVC. Instructional Support – instructional strategies or tools used to assist students in accessing content 

necessary for classroom understanding or communication and to help construct meaning from oral or 

written language. Three categories of instructional supports include sensory, graphic and interactive 

supports. 

• Sensory support – A type of scaffold that facilitates students’ deeper understanding of language 
or access to meaning through the visual or other senses. 

• Graphic support – Type of scaffold to help students demonstrate their understanding of ideas 
and concepts without having to depend on or produce complex and sustained discourse. 

• Interactive support – A type of scaffold to help students communicate and facilitate their access 
to content, such as working in pairs or groups to confirm prior knowledge, using their native 
language to clarify, or incorporating technology into classroom activities. 
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Introduction 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) has been developed by World-Class Instructional 

Design and Assessment (WIDA) to assist educators and publishers in examining the representation of key elements of 

the WIDA English language proficiency standards in their materials. 

 
The intent of this review is for users to identify the ways in which elements of the WIDA English Language Proficiency 

Standards, 2007 Edition, PreKindergarten through Grade 12 are represented in instructional materials. These materials 

vary from core or supplemental texts to DVDs to software programs; however, it is assumed that they all seek to 

provide teachers with standards-based references to use with English language learners in diverse settings across the 

United States. 

 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is not an evaluative tool aimed to judge the 

effectiveness of published materials using the WIDA English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards. The goal of the 

Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is twofold: 

 

• To assist educators in making informed decisions in selecting instructional materials for programs serving 
English language learners and 

• To aid publishers and correlators in developing materials and communicating how their materials address 
key elements of the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 

 

Organization 
The Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs (PRIME) is organized into two parts that together are 

intended to provide information about instructional materials in each of 14 criteria. Part 1 contains information about 

the materials that are to be reviewed. Part 2 is the protocol used for the review of instructional materials and includes 

space for page number examples and responses to the questions. An Appendix at the end of the document provides 

definitions of the categories included in the PRIME correlation. 

 
Please note that the questions contained in this form are identical to those in the completed correlations on our website. 

 

Directions for completing the Protocol for Review of Instructional 
Materials for ELs (PRIME) inventory: 

STEP 1: Complete information about materials being reviewed. 

STEP 2: Respond to the “Yes/No” questions about the presence of the criteria in the materials. 

STEP 3: Provide justification to support your “Yes” responses. (Note: If additional explanation for 

“No” answers is relevant to readers’ understanding of the materials, this may also be included.) 
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Part 1: Information About Materials 
 

Publication Title(s): Pearson Longman Keystone, copyright 2020 
 

 

 

Publisher: Pearson Longman  
 
Keystone (multilevel program for English learners); specific examples in this 

Materials/ Program to be Reviewed: correlation are drawn from Keystone A 

Student Edition, Teacher's Edition, Workbooks, Assessments, 

Tools of Instruction included in this review: Reading Guides, Technology Suite; References drawn 

Classroom Teachers, Content Specialists, Language Teachers, Resource 

Intended Teacher Audiences: 

 
Intended Student Audiences: 

Teachers, and Paraprofessionals 
 

 
Grades 6-12 

 

 
Formative and Summative 

WIDA Framework(s) considered: 

 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing 

Language domains addressed in material: 

Social and Instructional Language, The Language of 

WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards addressed: 
Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, and Math

 

Levels 1-5 (Entering, Beginning, Developing, Expanding, and 

WIDA language proficiency levels included: 
Bridging)

 

Copyright 2020; www.pearsonschool.com 
Most Recently Published Edition or Website: 

 

In the space below explain the focus or intended use of the materials. 

Pearson Longman Keystone is a multilevel program specially designed to help English learners 
acquire English language proficiency while mastering rigorous academic standards in Grades 6-12. 
Keystone A, B, and C levels are for the lower secondary grades and Keystone Building Bridges, D, 
E, and F are used for the higher grades. A supplementary level, Keys to Learning, is appropriate for 
beginning language learners and teaches foundational language and literacy skills suitable for all 
grades, 6-12. Through explicit, intensive, and focused instruction that accelerates students' language 
acquisition, reading comprehension, vocabulary, and oral and written communication skills, students 
will quickly begin achieving greater academic success in their coursework across the curriculum. 

Appendices page 3690 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



 

 

 

WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

Part 2: PRIME Correlation Tool 

I. PERFORMANCE DEFINITIONS 

 
IA. Linguistic Complexity (the amount and quality of speech or writing) 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

□✔

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

A. Do the instructional materials take into account linguistic complexity for language learners? 

 
B. Do the instructional materials address linguistic complexity for all of the targeted 

proficiency levels? 

 
C. Is linguistic complexity systematically addressed, in multiple lessons, chapters, or units, in 

the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. Pearson Longman Keystone is an eight-level accelerated reading and language arts 
program developed specifically for students in Grades 6-12. The flexibility of the Keystone 
series allows students of all proficiency levels, from Entering through Bridging, to practice 
language in social situations and academic settings. Differentiated instruction (Leveled 
Support) for students is noted throughout the texts. Teachers are guided to accelerate 
language development through exercises which teach grammar, linguistics, pronunciation 
and spelling in a consistently recognizable manner. Each unit begins with a Big Question that 
is used as a guide for discussion, writing exercises, and exploration of background 
knowledge and themes. This approach scafffolds student learning as they progress through 
the unit and guides a final spoken and written literary response. All lessons have a variety of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities that vary in complexity and cumulate with 
Workshops. These final activities use all the skills introduced in the unit. 

 
B. Keystone addresses linguistic complexity for all targeted levels. Beginning course levels 
are heavily supported by visual vocabulary and instruction, while advanced level lessons 
require more sophisticated oral and written discourse. Leveled Support is built into each 
lesson. End of unit projects give students options for a differentiated demonstration of 
concepts according to learners' abilities. The Teacher's Resource Book provides reading 
summaries in six languages, allowing students to preview the lesson reading in their home 
language. Additional linguistic exercises are located in the Workbook and Assessment book. 

 
C. Linguistic complexity is systematically addressed throughout the entire Keystone 
program. Every unit of the program contains similar types of lessons. See examples found in 
Keystone A Teacher's Edition, Unit 1, Reading 1 pp. 2-19: 
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• The Big Question pp. 2-4: Introduces theme and lessons in the unit using discussion and 
writing activities. 
• Prepare to Read pp. 4-5: Builds background knowledge and teaches vocabulary through 
cooperative learning and a graphic organizer. 
• Leveled Support pp. T4, T8, T14: Lists scaffolds for the different proficiency levels. 
• Writing: Quick Write p. 3, Practice p. 5, Writing pp. 18-19, On Your Own pp. 9, 11, 13. 
• Listening and Speaking: The Big Question pp. 2, 4; Discussion p. 15; Before You Go On pp. 
9, 11, 13; Set a Purpose for Reading p. 8. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IB. Vocabulary Usage (specificity of words, from general to specific to technical) 
 

YES NO  

✔□ □ A. Is vocabulary usage represented as words, phrases, and expressions in context? 

✔□ □ B.  Is vocabulary usage addressed in the materials for all of the targeted levels of proficiency? 

✔□ □ C. Are general, specific, and technical language usage systematically presented 

throughout the materials? 

 
Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. Through carefully sequenced instruction and practice, Keystone accelerates vocabulary 
acquisition to ensure academic success. Before each reading selection, vocabulary is 
introduced and practiced in the Student Edition and Workbook through three key lessons: 
First, Key Words for content area vocabulary and literary terms are presented, defined, and 
practiced. Secondly, Academic Words from the Academic Word List that appear across all 
content areas are introduced and practiced. Word Study finishes the prereading vocabulary 
lessons with instruction in skills and strategies to help students decode unfamiliar words to 
derive meaning. Words and phrases are highlighted and defined throughout the readings. 
Teachers are able to preteach these highlighted words and phrases to develop context and 
meaning. Phrases and expressions are taught with vocabulary and practiced in conversation 
and through writing activities. 

 
B. Vocabulary usage is addressed for all the targeted levels of proficiency. All levels of 
language learners are provided with abundant support (including audio) and practice 
opportunities are available throughout the lessons in student texts and workbooks. 
Vocabulary is supported in the lower levels of the series with colorful illustrations and photos. 
Specific and technical vocabulary is introduced in context with content area readings. 
Leveled Support is found throughout the Teacher's Edition for teachers to use as needed in 
the classroom. 

 
C. General, specific, and technical language is systematically presented throughout 
Keystone. Sequenced vocabulary instruction and practice is found before each reading 
selection. Lesson sequence follows a systematic pattern before and after each reading. See 
the Scope and Sequence on Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 in Keystone A for vocabulary 
taught in each unit. The examples given for Keystone A, Unit 1, Reading 1 are indicative of 
the structure for all readings: 
• Listening and Speaking: Key Words p. 5: Key words are taught and practiced in context. 
• Vocabulary Teacher's Edition p. T5: Students listen to CD and repeat words. 
• Listening and Speaking: Academic Words p. 6: Words used in all content areas are 
presented and practiced in context with a partner. 
• Word Study p. 7: Spelling words with ar, er, and or, are presented with a spell aloud partner 
practice. 
• Fact or Fiction? pp. 8-13: Words are highlighted and defined throughout reading. 
• Preteaching Boldfaced Words pp. T8, T10, T12: Teachers help students preview, discuss, 
and model using the words in context. 
• Review and Practice pp. 26-27: Includes the lesson Read for Fluency to review difficult 
words in the reading; In Your Own Words uses reading vocabulary to retell or summarize. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IC. Language Control/Conventions (comprehensibility of language) 

YES  NO 

✔□

 

□ 

✔□

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

A. Are opportunities to demonstrate language control presented in the materials? 

 
B. Do opportunities to demonstrate language control correspond to all targeted levels of 

language proficiency? 

 
C. Are opportunities to demonstrate language control systematically presented in the 

materials in multiple chapters, lessons, or units? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. Oral and written discourse is abundantly present throughout Keystone, consequently 
learners have numerous opportunities to demonstrate and practice language control. Each 
skill is introduced, taught, and practiced in a wide variety of activities to encourage language 
control and development. These activities include, but are not limited to, collaborative writing 
assignments, cooperative presentations, discussions, literary responses, and social 
conversations. Fluency is specifically addressed in lessons such as Read for Fluency and 
Reader's Theater. These exercises practice pace, intonation, and expression. Grammar, 
usage, and mechanics are taught after each reading and applied in the connected writing 
lesson. Writing Checklists accompany each lesson to develop skills of structuring and 
revising written text. Highly scaffolded Workshops at the end of each unit present learners 
with the opportunities to develop and present a final polished project infused with the skills 
taught throughout the unit. Additional opportunities to demonstrate language control are 
included in the Workbook, Reader's Companion, and Assessment book for each level. See 
Scope and Sequence on Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 to view the listening and speaking, 
grammar, and writing activities included to develop language control. 

 
B. The methods used in oral and writing activities include many ways to assist all levels of 
learners and are used at every level in the series. Leveled Support is built into lessons to 
provide strategies for customized instruction to students with a variety of learning levels. 
Opportunities to demonstrate language control are present throughout each unit and level. 
These range in difficulty from short response oral and writing activities to engaged content 
area discussion and opportunities for thoughtful reflection. Listening Skill and Speaking Skill 
notes are included throughout the text to assist students in Listening and Speaking situations 
such as conversational opportunities or appropriate expression of classroom etiquette. Each 
unit culminates with a final opportunity to demonstrate language control using project-based 
learning. Language control is monitored, and assessments are found in all units and in the 
Assessment book. 

 
C. In each carefully structured lesson and unit, opportunities to demonstrate language control 
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are presented in the Keystone series. 
For examples of language control activities in a typical unit see Keystone A, Unit 1: 
• Discussion pp. 15, 31, 45, 59: Paired, small group, or whole class discussions. 
• Grammar pp. 16-17, 32-33, 46-47, 60-61 and Writing pp. 18-19, 34-35, 48-49, 62-63: 
Grammar and Writing are taught after each reading. 
• Fluency Check, Read for Fluency, and Reader's Theater pp. 15, 30, 45, 58: Fluency 
activities included after each reading. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

II. ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) STANDARDS 

 
IIA. Presence of WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 

YES  NO 

✔□

 

□ 

 
 

□✔

 

□ 

A. Are social and instructional language and one or more of the remaining WIDA Standards 

(the language of Language Arts, of Mathematics, of Science, and of Social Studies) present 

in the materials? 

 
B. Do the materials systematically integrate Social and Instructional Language and the 

language of the targeted content area(s)? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

A. Keystone, a language acquisition program, relies primarily on a Language Arts 
curriculum that uses social and instructional language and the language of Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies systematically throughout the series. Each unit contains four 
high-interest readings, which are a balanced blend of subject-based informational text and 
classic and contemporary literature. An additional Art History lesson, written by educators at 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum, concludes each unit. Prereading lessons introduce 
background knowledge and academic vocabulary that extend student knowledge of content 
area language. Academic vocabulary are terms commonly used in all content areas to 
promote transferable academic language development. Social and instructional language is 
used in the practice and application of all skill and content area standards taught by the 
program. For example, students research and gather information, use reading and study 
strategies, and develop sophisticated compositions and student presentations. The program 
components provide further practice in the five ELP standards. 

 
B. Systematic academic skill development through the teaching of Common Core State 
Standards is clearly identified within each unit and level of the Keystone series. Prereading 
and postreading lessons are structured in the same manner for every reading and include 
practice exercises using social and instructional language related to listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. The following examples found in Keystone A, Unit 2 show how a Social 
Studies informational reading is integrated with Social Instructional Language: 

 
Before Reading: 
• The Big Question p. 76: Students brainstorm and share ideas relating to unit theme. 
• Build Background p. 78: Prereading history lesson introduces reading content. 
• Vocabulary pp. 79-81: Key and academic words are taught and practiced in context and 
include social studies terms specific to reading, such as ancient, ceremony, and classical. 
• Reading Strategy p. 81: Compare and contrast Greek, Roman, and Maya cultures to 
understand the reading. 

 
Reading 1: 
• "Ancient Kids" pp. 82-87: Social Studies informational text with comprehension 
questions located on pp. 83, 85, 87. 
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• Set a Purpose for Reading p. 82: Students use reading strategy to set the purpose. 
• Comprehension p. 88: Recall, Comprehend, Analyze, and Connect types of questions. 
• In Your Own Words p. 88: Students use reading vocabulary to summarize text. 
• Extension p. 89: Students pick a culture presented in the reading to research. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IIB. Representation of Language Domains 
 

YES 

□✔ 

NO 

□ A.  Are the language domains (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) targeted in the materials? 

✔□ □ B. Are the targeted language domains presented within the context of language 

proficiency levels? 

✔□ □ C. Are the targeted language domains systematically integrated throughout the materials? 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response for 

this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. Each lesson in the Keystone series is built around the language domains of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. The end of unit lessons Listening and Speaking Workshop 
and Writing Workshop target and expand specific domain skills developed throughout the 
unit. A typical unit includes four lessons that are thematically linked and centered on an 
informational or literary reading. Preceding each reading, vocabulary and word study are 
taught and practiced using listening, speaking, and writing activities. These activities can 
include listening to vocabulary on a CD, partner and group discussions, or writing about 
background knowledge. Readings have built-in comprehension questions to guide written 
and discussion responses, and as a means of practicing writing vocabulary with subject 
content areas. After the reading, students complete Review and Practice activities. These 
typically include comprehension checks, a discussion, a response to literature or reading for 
fluency, and working on an extension activity such as researching an original question. 
Grammar and Writing exercises complete the lessons. All lessons are supported with further 
practice in the student Workbook, Reader's Companion, and Assessment book. 

 
B. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are presented and practiced in all levels of 
proficiency in the Keystone series. Domain instruction is always age and proficiency level 
appropriate, making use of visual and textual scaffolds throughout each unit. Listening Skills 
and Speaking Skills are attached to exercises with helpful tips to improve communication 
(see Level A pp. 15, 31, 45, 59). Differentiated instruction in the Teacher's Edition provides 
strategies in customizing all domain instruction for a variety of proficiency levels. 

 
C. Each unit and lesson contains systematic representation of the language domains as 
explained in section A for all levels. See the Scope and Sequence in Keystone A Teacher's 
Edition pages 36-39 for a comprehensive listing of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
activities. See the following representative examples in Keystone A, Unit 2: 
• The Big Question pp. 76-77: Introduces unit, theme, and background information and 
highlights with the related content domain found in the unit. 
• Prereading Lessons pp. 94-97: Introduces literary and academic words for the lesson. 
Word study lesson teaches suffixes. Practice includes cooperative and written response. 
• "Becoming Naomi Leon" by Pam Munoz Ryan pp. 98-103: Novel excerpt and audio CD for 
read along activity. 
• Before You Go On and On Your Own pp. T99, T101, T103: Comprehension questions 
require both written and oral response. 
• Review and Practice pp. 104-105: Includes Reader's Theater, Comprehension, 
Discussion, and Response to Literature lessons covering all domains of instruction. 
• Grammar pp. 106-107 and Writing pp. 108-109: Write about a character and setting using 
sensory details. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

III. LEVELS OF LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

 
IIIA. Differentiation of Language (for ELP levels) 

 

YES 

✔□ 

NO 

□ A.  Do the materials differentiate between the language proficiency levels? 

□✔ □ B. Is differentiation of language proficiency developmentally and linguistically appropriate 

for the designated language levels? 

□✔ □ C. Is differentiation of language systematically addressed throughout the materials? 

 
Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. Pearson Longman Keystone is a proficiency based, accelerated reading and language 
arts program for Grades 6-12. Keystone levels A, B, and C are designed for the lower 
secondary grades, and Building Bridges, Keystone D, E, and F for the upper grades. A 
newcomer level, Keys to Learning, is appropriate for beginning language learners and 
teaches foundational language and literacy skills, at all Grades 6-12. Standards-based 
assessments for every reading selection, unit, midterm, and end of level test measure 
progress throughout the year and ensure students are mastering the standards and 
developing transferable skills. Leveled Support for differentiated instruction is built into every 
lesson in the Teacher's Edition and provides strategies for customizing all domain 
instruction for varying levels of learners. An exit exam determines if a student continues to 
the next level of the program or is ready for mainstream coursework. Additional resources 
provide further assistance to language learners at all levels. 

 
B. Differentiation is linguistically and developmentally appropriate for each targeted 
proficiency level. Within Keystone a wide variety of learning supports are incorporated, 
including examples of teacher modeling, listening to CDs to accompany repeated reading, 
and partnered or whole class discussions. Fluency is practiced in postreading lessons such 
as Read for Fluency and Reader's Theater. These lessons practice reading skills such as 
pace, intonation, and expressive/dramatic use of language. For further student support, the 
Teacher's Resource Book contains summaries of all readings in six common first languages. 
An Introduction to Linguistics on Teacher's Edition pages 40-55 supplies background 
linguistic knowledge, and comparisons of English intonation and sounds to other languages. 

 
C. Keystone is a carefully structured program that provides a complete instructional plan 
across proficiency levels. Differentiation is systematically addressed in the skills taught in the 
lessons, across the units, and through the levels. See Keystone A, Unit 3 for examples that 
are reflective of the entire series: 
• Leveled Support Teacher's Edition pp. T154, T158, T164: Strategies and techniques for 
leveled instruction. 
• Linguistic Note Teacher's Edition pp. T156, T172 and Accelerate Language Development 
Teacher's Edition pp. T166, T168, T180, T182: Provides teachers with assistance in 
understanding linguistic and cultural nuances in language appropriate to teaching the lesson. 
• Media Literacy and Projects p. 215: Leveled and multisensory projects. 
• Reader's Theater pp. 164, 194; Read for Fluency pp. 179, 209: Fluency practice and 
assessments found after each reading and unit. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IIIB. Scaffolding Language Development (from ELP level to ELP level) 

YES  NO 

✔□

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

A. Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for students to advance within a 

proficiency level? 

 
B. Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for students to progress from one 

proficiency level to the next? 

 
C. Are scaffolding supports presented systematically throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 

 

A. The Keystone series provides scaffolding supports for students to advance within each 
proficiency level. Scaffolding is designed into the curriculum and also represented in the 
Teacher's Edition with extra exercises. This allows the teacher to respond to the flow of the 
lesson and scaffold when student need arises. Thematic units and The Big Question 
introduce and connect the student to reading in content areas. Explorations of background 
and students' boxes attached to speaking, listening, and writing lessons contain tips and 
checklists, providing helpful guidance within the lessons. Writing lessons also contain 
models for student use and demonstrate structure and language control. Typical scaffolding 
supports found in Keystone lessons include teacher modeling, visuals and graphics, 
cooperative learning, hands-on learning, dramatic activities, reading strategies, and 
comprehension checks. Academic vocabulary is vital to the progression of the EL learner; 
consequently, academic vocabulary is introduced and practiced with every reading. At the 
conclusion of each level, a Skills Handbook features easy to use support material critical 
to further academic skills. In addition, the Teacher's Resource Book contains summaries for 
all readings in six languages to simplify the reading and create a bridge to understanding. 

 
B. With the assistance of the scaffolding described above in A, transferrable skills are 
developed throughout each unit to assist students as they advance from one proficiency 
level to the next. Assessment resources monitor student progress and evaluate student 
progression throughout each unit and level. See the Scope and Sequence located on 
Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 for an overview of skill advancement through each level. 

 
C. The Keystone program systematically builds upon prior knowledge and explicitly scaffolds 
within each lesson as a means of progressing student proficiency from one level to the next. 
The following is a sampling of scaffolding exercises from Keystone A, Unit 3: 
• Build Background p. 154: A background lesson connects students to reading content. 
• Scaffolding: Listen and Read pp. T158, T174, T188, T204: Read along with the audio CD. 
• Listening Skill pp. 165, 179, 195; Speaking Skill pp. 164, 178, 194: Helpful advice specific 
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to content. 
• Writing Workshop pp. 218-222: Includes student writing models in the prewriting, revision, 
and final draft phase for complete lesson support. 
• Writing Checklist pp. 169, 183, 199, 213, 219: Writing guidelines provided in a checklist for 
guided revision. 
• Before You Go On pp. 159, 161, 163: Comprehension questions answered in class 
discussion, partner activity, or individual writing assignment. 
• Discussion pp. 165, 179, 195, 209: Teacher models discussion as students work in pairs or 
small groups. 
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WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IV. STRANDS OF MODEL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 
IVA. Language Functions 
YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

□✔

 

□ 

□✔

 

□ 

Context 

A. Do the materials include a range of language functions? 

 
B. Do the language functions attach to a context (i.e., are they incorporated into 

a communicative goal or activity)? 

C. Are language functions presented comprehensively to support the progression of 

language development? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. In the Keystone series all activities provide practice using a range of language functions. 
Language functions found in Keystone include retelling, defining, describing, identifying, 
sequencing, explaining, discussing, evaluating, comparing, analyzing, and responding. 
These functions are used in the instructional language and found throughout all levels. 
Academic vocabulary includes language functions such as theorize, identify, illustrate, and 
create, providing additional student exposure to terms that transfer to other content areas. 
See the level A Scope and Sequence located on Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 to view the 
widespread uses of language functions in the curriculum. 

 
B. Language functions are attached to practice activities, and all activities are connected 
to expanding understanding of the lessons and thematic units. After students are taught a 
skill, they practice and apply the skill using a variety of language functions in context. The 
Teacher's Edition uses language functions in the step-by-step instruction, for example Step 
2: Practice or Step 3: Extend. 

 
C. The progression of language development is supported by the comprehensive use 
of language functions throughout Keystone. As skills progress through the units, 
language functions are used to support the communicative needs of the developing 
learners. Examples found in Keystone A, Unit 4 show the comprehensive use of 
language functions in the curriculum: 
• In Your Own Words p. 252: Identify the main idea. 
• Response to Literature p. 239: Describe and respond to reading. 
• Discussion p. 239: Discuss in pairs or small groups. 
• Practice p. 259: Discuss and describe proverbs. 
• Reading Strategy p. 261: Identify Author's Purpose. 
• Word Study: Homophones p. 247: Define each pair of homophones. 
• Link the Readings p. 286: Discuss and compare the unit readings. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

 

□✔

 

□ 

Higher Order Thinking 

D. Are opportunities to engage in higher order thinking present for students of various levels 

of English language proficiency? 

 
E. Are opportunities for engaging in higher order thinking systematically addressed in the 

materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. Opportunities to engage in higher order thinking are present for all ELP levels in each 
unit, and across the Keystone series. In the On Your Own section, reading 
comprehension questions involve complex judgmental skills involving analysis, 
evaluation, and synthesis. Every unit concludes with exercises such as Media Literacy 
and Projects, Writing Workshop, and Listening and Speaking Workshop. These activities 
require research, analysis, and creativity while applying skills taught consistently 
throughout the lesson format. After the four readings in each unit of Building Bridges and 
Keystone levels A-F, a Link the Readings lesson uses critical thinking to compare and 
contrast the readings and link them to the unit theme. In addition, the final lesson in 
Keystone levels A-F, Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Language of Art, develops 
students' cultural and visual literacy by analyzing and evaluating pieces of American art. 
This is a final exploration of the Big Question. Students explore the connection of the 
artwork to the unit theme and answer questions such as "What would you show in a 
painting to illustrate the ideas of winning and losing?" (Level A, Unit 4, p. 297) 

 
B. Opportunities to engage in higher order thinking are systematically addressed in 

Keystone. As stated in D above, skills and strategies are included in each lesson and 
unit. See representative examples in Keystone A, Unit 4: 
• On Your Own pp. 249, 251: Found in every reading are questions that require 
complex judgment skills. 
• Link the Readings p. 286: Critical thinking exercise links content in unit readings. 
• Media Literacy and Projects p. 287: Creative, leveled, multisensory extension projects. 
• Listening and Speaking Workshop pp. 288-289: Students research, organize, present, 
and evaluate in these extensive lessons. 
• Writing Workshop pp. 290-294: Expository essay lesson that requires 
organization, evaluation, and publication of personal writing. 
• Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Language of Art pp. 296-297: Students evaluate 
and analyze American art and as it relates to the Big Question and theme of each unit. 
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WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IVB. Content Stem 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

 

□✔

 

□ 

Coverage and Specificity of Example Content Topics 

A. Do examples cover a wide range of topics typically found in state and local academic 

content standards? 

 
B Are example topics accessible to English language learners of the targeted level(s) of 

English language proficiency? 

 
C. Are example topics systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Keystone is a standard-aligned curriculum covering a wide range of subject matter topics 
found in state, local, and national academic content standards. Grade appropriate standards 
were used to design the Keystone curriculum. Common Core State Standards are listed on 
the pages of the Teacher's Edition as an easy-to-use reference for all lessons. Each reading 
chapter contains vocabulary, morphology, grammar usage and mechanics, listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing lessons. The language arts dominated curriculum also 
integrates social studies, math, science, and art history lessons clearly labeled throughout 
the units. WIDA ELP standards and topic examples are abundantly represented in each unit. 
In addition, the student assessment book provides standard-aligned tests that introduce 
students to the types of questions found on state exams. See www.pearsonschool.com for a 
comprehensive list of correlations to state and national standards. 

 
B. All topics covered in the Keystone series are accessible to English language learners of 
the targeted levels of English language proficiency. Each lesson has built-in differentiated 
and scaffolded instruction and is further supported by a variety of teaching resources and 
technology for comprehensive instructional reinforcement. 

 
C. Example topics are systematically presented throughout the units in the Keystone series. 
See the Table of Contents in the introductory pages to view the structure of the units and 
variety of content found in each level. The Scope and Sequence found on Teacher's Edition 
pages 36-39 lists all vocabulary, word study, grammar, and writing structures and modes in 
each level. See examples found in Keystone A, Unit 5: 
• Common Core State Standards in the Teacher's Edition pp. T300, T304, T312, T318, 
T322, T326: Standards listed throughout the Teacher's Edition that correlate to lessons 
found on representative pages. 
• Reading 1: Literature/Play p. 304; Reading 2: Informational Text/Science p. 322; Reading 
3: Literature/Novel Excerpt p. 336; Reading 4: Informational Text/Social Studies p. 354; and 
Smithsonian American Art Museum: The Language of Art p. 374: Readings in every unit 
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cover a variety of content areas and genres. 
• What You Will Learn? pp. 300, 318, 332, 350: Prior to each reading chapter, this text 
box lists content of reading, grammar, and writing lessons. 
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YES  NO 

✔□

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

✔□

 

□ 

Accessibility to Grade Level Content 

D. Is linguistically and developmentally appropriate grade level content present in the 

materials? 

 
E. Is grade level content accessible for the targeted levels of language proficiency? 

 
F. Is the grade level content systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 

response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. All content in Keystone is linguistically and developmentally appropriate for the 
targeted grade levels. Keystone content is standard-aligned and includes grade 
level appropriate WIDA example topics. Repeated exposure to vocabulary and 
morphology, which is both academic and content oriented, increases student ability 
to comprehend grade level content. High interest readings of varied genres are 
supported with appropriate scaffolds, graphics, and practice activities that stimulate 
learning and develop transferable skills. Linguistic supports are incorporated into 
each reading chapter along with opportunities to practice language control. In 
addition, projects and workshops use cumulative skills taught in the unit to develop 
polished presentations and publications. See the Scope and Sequence located on 
Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 to view grade level content in each level. 

 
B. In the eight level Keystone series, grade level content is accessible to all 
targeted levels of language proficiency. Leveled support for differentiated instruction 
is built into each lesson, making content accessible to all language proficiency 
levels. Assessments can be customized using ExamView, an electronic test 
generator, to tailor instruction to individual learners' needs. 

 
C. Keystone presents grade level appropriate content in a structured systematic 
manner, which allows students to build progressive skills. Grade level content is 
aligned to the state and national standards. See the Scope and Sequence on 
Teacher's Edition pages 36-39 to corroborate the careful structuring of the program. 
See examples in Keystone A, Unit 5: 

• Table of Contents Teacher's Edition pp. 22-33: Content is clearly labeled. 
• Reading 1: Literature/Play p. 304; Reading 2: Informational Text/Science 
p. 322; Reading 3: Literature/Novel Excerpt p. 336; Reading 4: Informational 
Text/Social Studies p. 354; and Smithsonian American Art Museum: The 
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Language of Art p. 374: High interest readings of varied genres are found in 
every unit. 
• Writing: Write a Formal E-mail p. 316; Write How-to Instructions p. 330; Write a Plot  
Summary p. 348; 
Write a Paragraph That Classifies p. 362; Expository Essay pp. 368-372. 
• Grammar: Verbs pp. 314-315; Imperatives pp. 328-329; Reported Speech pp. 
346-347; Active Voice and Passive Voice pp. 360-361. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

IVC. INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORTS 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

□✔

 

□ 

 

□✔

 

□ 

Sensory Support 

A. Are sensory supports, which may include visual supports, present and varied in the materials? 

 
B. Are sensory supports relevant to concept attainment and presented in a manner that 

reinforces communicative goals for the targeted levels of proficiency? 

 
C. Are sensory supports systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response for 

this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 
 

A. Sensory supports are present and varied throughout the Pearson Longman Keystone 
program. All units are strongly supported with a range of dynamic visual supports that 
introduce the unit themes, enhance the readings, and assist understanding of lessons. Visual 
supports are specific to content and include maps, photographs, scientific illustrations of 
processes and cycles, sequence blocks, and pictures of artifacts. Images found within each 
unit are analyzed and discussed in Visual literacy, activities designed for students to skim the 
unit images and predict reading content. The end of the unit lesson, Smithsonian American 
Art Museum: The Language of Art, uses American art and artists to further express the theme 
and to develop cultural and visual literacy. Extension lessons and Media Literacy and 
Projects are hands-on, sensory rich activities, such as creating a DNA model, illustrating the 
setting of a written work through art, recording sounds, or creating a skit with costumes and 
music. A DVD is available with this curriculum and features background information on the 
unit themes, and audio CD's are included to model oral reading fluency. A list of available 
Teaching Resources is included with every lesson in the Teacher's Edition. 

 
B. All sensory supports are relevant to concept attainment and are presented in such a 
manner that reinforces communication goals for the targeted level. Vocabulary and related 
concepts are supported throughout the levels with illustrations and photographs. Practice 
activities are visually supported in a fashion that supports a deeper understanding of 
instruction and background knowledge. Listening and Speaking Skill notes are included to 
support practice exercises and model ideal classroom communication. In addition, 
multisensory Media Literacy and Projects provide the option of differentiated instruction 
allowing students to apply what they have learned in each unit at their level. 

 
C. Sensory supports are presented systematically throughout the Keystone eight level series. 
Supports are integrated into each lesson and are connected contextually. See representative 
example found in Level A, Unit 6: 
• Unit 6 What is your vision of life in the future? pp. 376-377: Unit opener visually introduces 
theme, Big Question, readings, and unit objectives. 
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• Preview the Unit: Visual Literacy Teacher's Edition p. T376: Students study unit images and 
predict reading content. 
• Teaching Resources Teacher's Edition pp. T376, T378, T380, T382: References resources. 
• Vocabulary pp. 379-381: Images support comprehension of vocabulary. 
• Extension p. 389: Students write about possible future events. 
• Media Literacy and Projects p. 443: Students choose from multisensory projects to apply 
unit skills. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

□✔

 

□ 

 

□✔

 

□ 

Graphic Support 

D. Are graphic supports present and varied in the materials? 

 
E. Are graphic supports relevant to concept attainment and presented in a manner that 

reinforces communicative goals for the targeted proficiency levels? 

 
F. Are graphic supports systematically presented throughout the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. In every level of Keystone, graphics support lesson content with a variety of graphic 
material appropriate to the proficiency level. Visual supports are used in all domain 
instruction. Examples include the use of images to explore unit theme, understand 
vocabulary, and ascertain complex ideas presented in the readings. The most common 
graphic support are organizers such as semantic maps, Venn diagrams, and T-charts. 
These are found throughout the entire series as a useful tool for students to understand 
concepts and to organize ideas. Graphic organizers are modeled by teachers and 
systematically used in every prewriting exercise. Writing Workshops demonstrate the writing 
process with a sample of student writing by modeling processes such as revision. Charts 
are commonly used throughout the readings to convey information and in practice exercises 
such as Grammar and Link the Readings. The Workbook supports each lesson in the text 
and relies heavily on the use of graphic organizers in practice exercises. 
 
B. All graphic supports are relevant to concept attainment and reinforce communicative 
goals for the targeted proficiency level. Graphic organizers are teacher modeled and 
practiced through multiple use, which include prewriting activities and whole class 
discussions. Throughout the Teacher's Edition, Visual Literacy expands the meaning of 
graphics to promote further understanding content. Leveled Support often uses content 
graphics and graphic organizers to scaffold and extend lessons. 
 
C. Examples of graphic supports presented above in D and E are used systematically 
throughout the entire Keystone series. In addition, support materials such as the 
Workbook and Reader's Companion that accompany each level offer structured graphic 
support for all lessons. See representative examples found in Level A, Unit 6: 
• Visual Literacy Teacher's Edition p. T376: Expands student understanding of unit graphics. 
• In Your Own Words p. 388: Chart used to organize main idea and details to 
create a reading summary. 
• Writing pp. 392-393, 410-411, 426-427, 440-441: Prewriting activities use 
graphic organizers. 
• Response to Literature p. 407: Student Edition writing activity uses a semantic web; 
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Response to Literature p. T407: Teacher's Edition lesson uses the web to guide a whole 
class discussion of reading material. 
• Learn Key Words, Listening and Speaking: Academic Words, and Word Study pp. 429-
431: Uses charts in vocabulary instruction. 
• Link the Readings p. 442: Uses a chart to compare and contrast unit readings. 
• Writing Workshop pp. 446-452: Student models are used to represent stages of the 
writing process from prewriting to the final draft. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

YES  NO 

□✔

 

□ 

✔□

 

□ 

 

✔□

 

□ 

Interactive Support 

G. Are interactive supports present and varied in the materials? 

 
H. Are interactive supports present and relevant to concept attainment for the targeted 

proficiency levels? 

 
I. Are interactive supports varied and systematically presented in the materials? 

 

Justification: In the box below provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” response 

for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

 
 

 

A. Every lesson in Keystone has interactive supports that are varied throughout the series. 
To promote comprehension and expose students to a variety of communication 
styles, students work in paired, small group, and whole group situations to practice 
and apply skills, dramatize readings, or discuss background knowledge material. Larger 
cooperative projects are integrated into the curriculum in lessons, such as Media Literacy 
and Projects or Listening and Speaking Workshops, where students create, practice, and 
present as a group. The Internet is used to research specific topics, and information is 
shared and discussed with a partner or in groups. Interactive native language support is 
included throughout the Teacher's Edition in the Linguistic Notes and with the CRI icon. 
These lessons are culturally and linguistically responsive and incorporate the diversity of 
students' background and culture into the curriculum. The Teacher's Resource Book 
contains summaries of all readings in six common first languages. In addition, the CD-ROM 
includes additional interactive activities and the www.pearsonschool.com website contains a 
student area with games and practice. 
 
B. The interactive supports found in all levels of the Keystone series are relevant 
to concept attainment for all targeted proficiency levels. Interactive supports described 
in part A are explicitly used to scaffold lessons so that learners of all levels gain access to 
meaning in multiple modalities. 
 
C. Interactive supports are systematically presented and varied throughout 
the Keystone series. See representative examples found in Level A, Unit 6: 
• Research Report p. 446: Students use the Internet, magazines, books, or encyclopedias 
to gather information on chosen topic. 
• Teaching Resources Teacher's Edition pp. T376, T378, T380, T382: The text box lists 
resources such as the CD-ROM/e-book. 
• CRI Teacher's Edition pp. T389, T407, T423, T437: Icon signals interactive lessons that are 
culturally responsive. 
• Linguistic Note Teacher's Edition pp. T380, T396, T414, T430: Provides linguistic support 
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specific to lesson. 
• Discussion pp. 389, 407, 423, 437: Paired and small group discussion of reading 
comprehension questions. 
• Dramatic Reading p. 406: Reread, discuss, interpret, memorize, and perform a poem in 
a group. 
• Listening and Speaking Workshop pp. 444-445: Small group brainstorming activity 
helps students choose a topic to research, prepare, and present a speech to the class. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 

 

 

Appendix 

I. Performance Definitions – the criteria (linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage, and language control) that shape 

each of the six levels of English language proficiency that frame the English language proficiency standards. 

 
IA. Linguistic Complexity – the amount and quality of speech or writing for a given situation 

IB. Vocabulary Usage – the specificity of words (from general to technical) or phrases for a given context 

IC. Language Control/Conventions – the comprehensibility and understandability of the communication 

for a given context 

 
II. English Language Proficiency Standards – the language expectations of English language learners at the end of 

their English language acquisition journey across the language domains, the four main subdivisions of language. 

 
IIA. Five WIDA ELP Standards: 

1. English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within the school 

setting. 

2. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Language Arts. 

3. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Mathematics. 

4. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Science. 

5. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of Social Studies. 

 
IIB. Domains: 

t Listening – process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations 

t Speaking – engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of audiences 

t Reading – process, understand, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols and text with 

understanding and fluency 

t Writing – engage in written communication in a variety of situations for a variety of audiences 

 
III. Levels of English Language Proficiency - The five language proficiency levels (1-Entering, 2-Beginning, 

3-Developing, 4-Expanding, 5- Bridging) outline the progression of language development in the acquisition of 

English. The organization of the standards into strands of Model Performance Indicators (MPIs) illustrates the 

continuum of language development. 

 
IIIA. Differentiation – providing instruction in a variety of ways to meet the educational needs of students at 

different proficiency levels 

IIIB. Scaffolding – building on already acquired skills and knowledge from level to level of language 

proficiency based on increased linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage, and language control through 

the use of supports. 
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WIDA Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELs 

WIDA PRIME Correlation Form for Educators 
 

 

IV. Strands of Model Performance Indicators – examples that describe a specific level of English language 

proficiency for a language domain. Each Model Performance Indicator has three elements: Language Function, 

Content Stem, and Support 

 
IVA. Language Functions – the first of the three elements in model performance indicators indicates how 

ELs are to process and use language to demonstrate their English language proficiency. 

• Context – the extent to which language functions are presented comprehensively, socially and 
academically in materials 

• Higher Order Thinking – cognitive processing that involves learning complex skills such as critical 
thinking and problem solving. 

IVB. Content Stem – the second element relates the context or backdrop for language interaction within the 

classroom. The language focus for the content may be social, instructional or academic depending on 

the standard. 

IVC. Instructional Support – instructional strategies or tools used to assist students in accessing content 

necessary for classroom understanding or communication and to help construct meaning from oral or 

written language. Three categories of instructional supports include sensory, graphic and interactive 

supports. 

• Sensory support – A type of scaffold that facilitates students’ deeper understanding of language 
or access to meaning through the visual or other senses. 

• Graphic support – Type of scaffold to help students demonstrate their understanding of ideas 
and concepts without having to depend on or produce complex and sustained discourse. 

• Interactive support – A type of scaffold to help students communicate and facilitate their access 
to content, such as working in pairs or groups to confirm prior knowledge, using their native 
language to clarify, or incorporating technology into classroom activities. 

 

Mondly 
Mondly will be utilized as an additional tool to support EL students with acquiring English language. Mondly is a digital, 
gamified language learning application that can be used at any time on any device. Mondly is based on the inductive 
method: learn by doing, context and example, and extrapolate to rules. Unlike deductive learning, where learners are given a 
set of rules they will need to apply, inductive learning is a discovery process where students discover rules by themselves by 
looking at examples.   
 
Students will benefit from the interactive, engaging and self-paced language acquisition lessons presented through Mondly 
to help them learn and practice English at their own pace. Mondly provides students an opportunity to acquire language by 
focusing on phrases, not individual words, offers an opportunity for students to listen to language spoken by native 
speakers and practice real conversations within the application, and presents lesson repetition to help promote fast 
language learning. Mondly also gives students the chance to test linguistic skills by practicing real-life conversations in the 
target language via Chatbot: students can have conversations with the chatbot, receiving instant feedback on their 
pronunciation.   
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NorthStar 1, Fourth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar 1, 4e

2 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1, 4th Edition

Copyright © 2020 by Pearson Education, Inc  Photocopying for classroom use is permitted © The copyright of the Can Do statements taken from the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages reproduced in this document belongs to the Council of Europe  All users and publishers must ask formal and written permission 

prior to using these by writing to the Language Policy Unit of the Council of Europe language policy@coe int
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite

3 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1, 4th Edition
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Listening & Speaking 1. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key 
and enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand. 

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P) New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]

4 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1, 4th Edition
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6 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1, 4th Edition
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NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1

UNIT 1 Unique Homes
INFERENCE – Inferring both sides of a story

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with + and /

LISTENING – Identifying and understanding advantages and disadvantages

GRAMMAR – Present and past of be

SPEAKING – Asking for more information

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Discussion between two friends looking for a place to live

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can generally identify the topic of discussion around 
them when conducted slowly and clearly. (C) 39 A2+ (36–42) 5

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 5

Can understand the main points of a short, informal 
interview on a familiar topic. (P) (41) A2+ (36–42) 5

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 7

Can understand short, basic descriptions of familiar 
topics and situations, if delivered slowly and 
clearly. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 11

Can understand the main information in short, 
simple dialogues about familiar activities, if spoken 
slowly and clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 12

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 3

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 8

Can give simple reasons to explain preferences, given 
a model. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 14

Can communicate in routine tasks requiring simple, 
direct exchanges of information. (Ca) 36 A2+ (36–42) 21

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 22, 25

Can explain what they like or dislike about 
something. (C) 40 A2+ (36–42) 24
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7 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 1, 4th Edition
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UNIT 2 Making Unusual Art
INFERENCE – Inferring why someone is surprised

NOTE-TAKING – Using initials to reference people in your notes

LISTENING – Identifying main ideas and details

GRAMMAR – Simple present

SPEAKING – Expressing opinions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Museum curators choose unusual art for a modern art museum

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 31

Can understand the main points of a short, informal 
interview on a familiar topic. (P) (41) A2+ (36–42) 31

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 32

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording, if provided with written supporting 
material. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 36

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 28

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 27, 30

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 33, 39

Can give simple opinions using basic fixed 
expressions. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 47, 50

Can explain what they like or dislike about 
something. (C) 40 A2+ (36–42) 48

Can give simple opinions using basic fixed 
expressions. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 50, 51
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UNIT 3 Special Possessions
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s belief

NOTE-TAKING – Drawing in your notes

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding a speaker’s excitement

GRAMMAR – Simple present with adverbs of frequency

SPEAKING – Inviting others to speak

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Report: A special possession and follow-up discussion

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand short, basic descriptions of familiar 
topics and situations, if delivered slowly and 
clearly. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 55

Can get the gist of short, simple stories if told slowly 
and clearly. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 56

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 56

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 58

Can understand simple, everyday conversations if 
conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 33 A2 (30–35) 61

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 55, 59

Speaking Can use a limited range of fixed expressions to 
describe objects, possessions, or products. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 53

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 58

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 63

Can give the reasons for a choice, using simple 
language. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 73

Can give simple opinions using basic fixed 
expressions. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 74, 75

Can read out a short, rehearsed statement (e.g. 
introduce a speaker, propose a toast). (Ca) 38 A2+ (36–42) 74
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UNIT 4 Creativity in Business
INFERENCE – Making inferences about contrasting ideas

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with the equal sign

LISTENING – Identifying signal words for main ideas

GRAMMAR – There is / are / was / were

SPEAKING – Reacting to information

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: A business meeting to decide how to redesign the company office

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 80, 86

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 83

Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 86

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 78

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42)

77, 84, 
88, 101

Can show interest in conversation using fixed 
expressions. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 96

Can communicate in routine tasks requiring simple, 
direct exchanges of information. (Ca) 36 A2+ (36–42) 98
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UNIT 5 Understanding Fears and Phobias
INFERENCE – Inferring the meaning of exaggerations

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with bullets and dashes

LISTENING – Recognizing contradictions

GRAMMAR – Simple past

SPEAKING – Giving orders, advice, and encouragement

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: A conversation about water phobia

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 105

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 106

Can understand simple, everyday conversations if 
conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 33 A2 (30–35) 106

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 108

Can understand the main information in short, 
simple dialogues about familiar activities, if spoken 
slowly and clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 110

Can recognize when speakers disagree in a 
conversation conducted slowly and clearly. (P) 36 A2+ (36–42) 112

Can understand simple, everyday conversations if 
conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 33 A2 (30–35) 124

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 104, 109

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 103

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42)

109, 123, 
125

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 113

Can give basic advice using simple language. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 122, 124

Can use simple fixed expressions to give 
encouragement (e.g. ‘You can do it!’) (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 122
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UNIT 6 Risks and Challenges
INFERENCE – Inferring the meaning of rhetorical questions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on cause and effect

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding negative questions

GRAMMAR – Present progressive

SPEAKING – Describing photos and visuals

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Interview between a news reporter and a risk-taker

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 130

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 131

Can understand simple, everyday conversations if 
conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 33 A2 (30–35) 131

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 132

Can understand the main points of a short, informal 
interview on a familiar topic. (P) (41) A2+ (36–42) 136

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 128

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 127, 151

Can express opinions using simple language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 134

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 139

Can describe familiar activities, given visual 
support. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 147

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 149

Can ask someone simple questions about their life 
and experiences. (P) (36) A2+ (36–42) 150
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UNIT 7 Only Child—Lonely Child?
INFERENCE – Making inferences based on a word choice

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with numbers

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding intonation in statements

GRAMMAR – Be going to for the future

SPEAKING – Agreeing and disagreeing

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Parents talking about having a second child

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording, if provided with written supporting 
material. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 157

Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 157

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 158

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 161

Can understand simple, everyday conversations if 
conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 33 A2 (30–35) 176

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 153

Can express opinions using simple language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 159

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 164

Can express agreement using simple fixed 
expressions. (P) 32 A2 (30–35) 173

Can give simple reasons to explain preferences, given 
a model. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 174

Can explain key information in graphs and charts, 
using simple language. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 177
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UNIT 8 The Beautiful Game
INFERENCE – Inferring the meaning of comparisons

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with e.g. and ex.

LISTENING – Identifying signal words for reasons and results

GRAMMAR – Comparative adjectives

SPEAKING – Expressing results

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Oral presentation: Choose a new spokesperson for an energy drink

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording, if provided with written supporting 
material. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 181, 186

Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) 
from short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and 
clearly. (P) 33 A2 (30–35) 181

Can listen to a short narrative and predict what will 
happen next. (N2000) 43 B1 (43–50) 181

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 180

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 179

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42)

184, 189, 
201

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 198

Can give a short talk about a familiar topic, with visual 
support. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 200
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NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing.

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at different 
levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ with language 
without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning Objectives have been 
aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Listening & Speaking 2. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key 
and enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe  
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe 
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe 
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited 
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited 
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan 
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim  
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited  
(P) New Pearson English descriptor  
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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NorthStar Listening & Speaking 2

UNIT 1 Offbeat Jobs
INFERENCE – Inferring the use of humor

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with key words

LISTENING – Recognizing contrast

GRAMMAR – Descriptive adjectives

SPEAKING – Showing interest

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Job interview

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 6

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 7

Can recognize that a joke has been made, even if the 
meaning is not fully understood. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 7

Can understand the main points of narratives and 
conversations about familiar topics (e.g. work, leisure) 
delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 10

Can recognize discourse markers that compare and 
contrast ideas. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 12

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 4, 9

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42)

3, 8,  
13, 27

Can show interest in conversation using fixed 
expressions. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 21

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 23

Can carry out a prepared structured interview with 
some spontaneous follow-up questions. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 23

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 25

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 10
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UNIT 2 Where Does the Time Go?
INFERENCE – Inferring the purpose of questions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with questions

LISTENING – Identifying disagreement

GRAMMAR – Simple present

SPEAKING – Using your voice effectively

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation: Strategies for student success

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can listen to a short narrative and predict what will 
happen next. (N2000) 43 B1 (43–50) 29

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 30

Can identify specific information in a simple 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 30

Can understand the main points of narratives and 
conversations about familiar topics (e.g. work, leisure) 
delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 36

Can recognize simple expressions of agreement and 
disagreement in extended discussions, if conducted 
in clear standard speech. (P) 46 B1 (43–50) 37

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 28, 34

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50)

33, 38, 
49

Can give a short talk about a familiar topic, with visual 
support. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 47

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 35, 47
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UNIT 3 A Penny Saved Is a Penny Earned
INFERENCE – Inferring feelings from intonation

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with symbols

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding emphatic stress

GRAMMAR – Comparative adjectives

SPEAKING – Making suggestions and coming to an agreement

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Bartering and negotiating

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can listen to a short narrative and predict what will 
happen next. (N2000) 43 B1 (43–50) 53

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 55

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 55

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 56

Can understand the main points of narratives and 
conversations about familiar topics (e.g. work, leisure) 
delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 59

Can recognize emphasis through intonation and 
stress, if guided by questions. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 60

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 52, 57

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 51

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 57, 71

Can make simple recommendations for a course of 
action in familiar everyday situations. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 62

Can make and respond to suggestions. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 68

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 58
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UNIT 4 What Happened to Etiquette?
INFERENCE – Inferring contrasting ideas

NOTE-TAKING – Organizing your notes

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding summaries and paraphrases

GRAMMAR – Can / Could / Would

SPEAKING – Making polite offers and invitations

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Situations involving etiquette

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording, if provided with written supporting 
material. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 75

Can understand the main points of narratives and 
conversations about familiar topics (e.g. work, leisure) 
delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50)

76, 81, 
92

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 77

Can recognize that ideas in a simple presentation or 
lecture contrast when signaled by stress. (P) 56 B1+ (51–58) 78

Can recognize repetition of the same topic in 
extended presentations or lectures. (Wa) 53 B1+ (51–58) 82

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 74, 79

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 73, 92

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 79, 93

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 83

Can carry out a prepared structured interview with 
some spontaneous follow-up questions. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 83

Can make an invitation using formal language. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 91

Can make and accept offers. (N2000) 36 A2+ (36–42) 91

Can discuss everyday, practical issues when the 
conversation is conducted slowly and clearly. (Ca) 49 B1 (43–50) 92

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 80
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UNIT 5 The Sounds of Our Lives
INFERENCE – Inferring meaning from context

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on cause and effect

LISTENING – Recognizing incomplete and complete ideas

GRAMMAR – Simple present and present progressive

SPEAKING – Showing confidence

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation: A favorite piece of music

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording, if provided with written supporting 
material. (P) 37 A2+ (36–42) 97

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 98

Can understand the main points of a simple podcast. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 98

Can make basic inferences in simple conversations 
on familiar everyday topics. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 100

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 103

Can follow the main points of short talks on familiar 
topics if delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 115

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 96, 101

Speaking Can say how they or someone else feels, giving brief 
reasons. (P) 40 A2+ (36–42) 95

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 101, 117

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 105

Can carry out a prepared structured interview with 
some spontaneous follow-up questions. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 105

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 114

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 115

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 102
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UNIT 6 Everyday Heroes
INFERENCE – Inferring feelings from tone and word choice

NOTE-TAKING – Organizing notes with numbers

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding definitions

GRAMMAR – Simple past

SPEAKING – Using signal phrases in presentations

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation: Everyday heroes

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can listen to a short narrative and predict what will 
happen next. (N2000) 43 B1 (43–50) 121

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 122

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 122

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 124

Can identify specific information in a simple 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 127

Can follow the main points of short talks on familiar 
topics if delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 141

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 120, 125

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 119, 124

Can answer simple questions and respond to simple 
statements in an interview. (C) 37 A2+ (36–42) 129

Can carry out a prepared structured interview with 
some spontaneous follow-up questions. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 129

Can use basic discourse markers to structure a short 
presentation. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 139

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 141

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 143

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 126
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UNIT 7 Take Care of Yourself
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s assumptions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with abbreviations

LISTENING – Recognizing and undertaking clarification

GRAMMAR – Should / Ought to / Have to

SPEAKING – Asking for and expressing opinions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Group discussion: Healthy habits

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand the main points of a short, informal 
interview on a familiar topic. (P) (41) A2+ (36–42) 147

Can understand the main points of narratives and 
conversations about familiar topics (e.g. work, leisure) 
delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 148

Can identify key details in a simple recorded dialogue 
or narrative. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 149

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 149

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 153

Can recognize some fixed expressions to check or 
clarify information. (P) (36) A2+ (36–42) 154

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 146, 151

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50)

145, 150, 
165, 167

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 156, 169

Can express opinions using simple language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 165

Can make and respond to suggestions. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 167

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 152
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UNIT 8 Endangered Languages
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s viewpoint

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on reasons and examples

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding pronoun references

GRAMMAR – Modals of possibility: Can / Could / Would

SPEAKING – Using pauses effectively

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation: An endangered language

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow the main points of short talks on familiar 
topics if delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 174

Can identify specific information in a simple 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 176, 177

Can identify specific information in a simple 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 181

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 172, 179

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 171

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 178

Can answer basic questions in a simple academic 
discussion. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 184

Can ask basic questions in a simple academic 
discussion. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 184

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 194, 195

Can contribute to a group discussion if the discussion 
is conducted slowly and clearly. (P) 49 B1 (43–50) 195

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 197

Writing Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 180

Appendices page 3742 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



References

Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System (2012), Amplification of The English Language 
Development Standards KINDERGARTEN–GRADE 12 (“WIDA ELD Standards”). Retrieved 
27.11.2017 from www.wida.us.

Council of Europe (2001) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, 
assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

North, B. (2000) The Development of a Common Framework Scale of Language Proficiency. New York: 
Peter Lang. 

Schneider, G., North, B. (1999) „In anderen Sprachen kann ich . . .“ Skalen zur Beschreibung, Beurteilung 
und Selbsteinschätzung der fremdsprachlichen Kommunikationsfähigkeit. Berne, Project Report, 
National Research Programme 33, Swiss National Science Research Council.

Schneider, G., North, B. (2000) Fremdsprachen können – was heißt das? Chur / Zürich: Rüegger.

14 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 2, 5th Edition

Copyright © 2020 by Pearson Education, Inc  Photocopying for classroom use is permitted © The copyright of the Can Do statements taken from the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages reproduced in this document belongs to the Council of Europe  All users and publishers must ask formal and written permission 

prior to using these by writing to the Language Policy Unit of the Council of Europe language policy@coe int

Appendices page 3743 Pennwood Cyber Charter School





NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates critical 
thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through authentic and 
compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level and university 
study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite

3 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 3, 5th Edition
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Listening & Speaking 3. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key 
and enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C)  Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea)  Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P)  New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited 

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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UNIT 1 A Test of Endurance
INFERENCE – Inferring implied meaning from context

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on main idea

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding signal words

GRAMMAR – Reflexive and reciprocal pronouns

SPEAKING – Asking for and expressing opinions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Group discussion: Creating an aphorism

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 5, 6, 11

Can infer speakers’ opinions in conversations on 
familiar everyday topics. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 8

Can recognize cause and effect relationships in a 
simple presentation or lecture when signaled by 
discourse markers. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 12

Can recognize discourse markers that compare and 
contrast ideas. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 12

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 4

Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 9

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 3, 21

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 9

Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 13

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 23

Can ask for more information after a simple lecture 
or presentation aimed at a general audience, using 
basic follow-up questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 24

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 25

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 10
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UNIT 2 Avoiding Identity Theft
INFERENCE – Inferring emotion from intonation

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with lists

LISTENING – Recognizing rhetorical questions

GRAMMAR – Modals of advice

SPEAKING – Keeping a conversation going

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: Identity theft

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58)

30, 31, 
36

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 32

Can recognize when a speaker uses basic rhetorical 
questions in conversation. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 36

Can follow an everyday conversation or informal 
interview on common topics. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 47

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 28, 34

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 27

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 33

Can use a basic repertoire of conversation strategies 
to maintain a discussion. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 44, 46

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 47

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 34
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UNIT 3 Why Explore Space?
INFERENCE – Inferring factual information from context

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with abbreviations

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding pronoun references

GRAMMAR – Present perfect and simple past

SPEAKING – Using eye contact in a presentation

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Oral presentation: Pros and cons of space exploration

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand the key points about a radio 
program on a familiar topic. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 51

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58)

52, 53, 
58

Can distinguish between fact and opinion in informal 
discussion at natural speed. (P) 66 B2 (59–66) 54

Can follow the linear structure of a short formal talk. (P) 49 B1 (43–50) 59

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 50, 56

Speaking Can suggest pros and cons when discussing a topic, 
using simple language. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 49, 60

Can express opinions as regards possible solutions, 
giving brief reasons and explanations. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 55

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 67, 69

Can express and comment on ideas and suggestions 
in informal discussions. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 70

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 71

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 57

Appendices page 3751 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



9 NorthStar Listening & Speaking 3, 5th Edition

Copyright © 2020 by Pearson Education, Inc  Photocopying for classroom use is permitted © The copyright of the Can Do statements taken from the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages reproduced in this document belongs to the Council of Europe  All users and publishers must ask formal and written permission 

prior to using these by writing to the Language Policy Unit of the Council of Europe language policy@coe int

UNIT 4 Words That Persuade
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s purpose

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with columns

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding speaker emphasis

GRAMMAR – Superlative adjectives

SPEAKING – Using appropriate volume and pacing in a presentation

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Oral presentation: Create and perform ads

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 76, 81

Can identify a speaker’s point of view in a simple 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 76, 78

Can recognize emphasis through intonation and 
stress, if guided by questions. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 82

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 74, 80

Speaking Can give simple reasons to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 73

Can answer questions about the content of a 
presentation or lecture aimed at a general audience. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 79

Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 83

Can convey simple relevant information emphasising 
the most important point. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 91

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 93

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 95

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 81

Can take notes on a simple presentation or lecture 
aimed at a general audience. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 94
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UNIT 5 Follow Your Passion
INFERENCE – Inferring feelings from context

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on details

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding reduced speech

GRAMMAR – Gerunds

SPEAKING – Using an introduction in a presentation

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Oral presentation: My personal strengths, interests, and work preferences

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can listen to a short narrative and predict what will 
happen next. (N2000) 43 B1 (43–50) 99

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 100, 105

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 101

Can follow an everyday conversation or informal 
interview on common topics. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 106

Can follow the main points of short talks on familiar 
topics if delivered in clear standard speech. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 117

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 98, 103

Speaking Can suggest pros and cons when discussing a topic, 
using simple language. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 97

Can give simple reasons to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 102, 117

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 107

Can make an effective introduction and opening to a 
presentation. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 114

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 116

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 104
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UNIT 6 Culture and Commerce
INFERENCE – Inferring opinion from world choice

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with an outline

LISTENING – Recognizing and understanding opinions

GRAMMAR – Will and if clauses

SPEAKING – Making suggestions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Interactive poster presentation: A tourist attraction and its impacts

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 121, 124

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 122, 127

Can distinguish between fact and opinion in informal 
discussion at natural speed. (P) 66 B2 (59–66) 128

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 120, 125

Speaking Can suggest pros and cons when discussing a topic, 
using simple language. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 119, 141

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 125

Can give simple reasons to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 129

Can make simple recommendations for a course of 
action in familiar everyday situations. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 136

Can ask for more information after a simple lecture 
or presentation aimed at a general audience, using 
basic follow-up questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 138

Can give a short talk about a familiar topic, with visual 
support. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 138

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 126
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UNIT 7 Restorative Justice
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s core beliefs

NOTE-TAKING – Reviewing and reflecting on your notes

LISTENING – Recognizing phrases that describe thoughts or feelings

GRAMMAR – And, but, so and because

SPEAKING – Using signal words to persuade

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Oral presentation: Persuasive presentation on a controversial topic related 
to criminal justice

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58)

145, 146, 
151

Can follow the main points in a simple audio 
recording aimed at a general audience. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 145

Can infer speakers’ opinions in conversations on 
familiar everyday topics. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 147

Can recognize a speaker’s feelings or attitudes. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 152

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 144, 149

Speaking Can express opinions as regards possible solutions, 
giving brief reasons and explanations. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 143

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 148, 153

Can develop an argument using common fixed 
expressions. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 162

Can give an effective presentation about a familiar 
topic. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 164

Can describe conclusions they have drawn from 
a simple presentation or lecture, if guided by 
questions. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 166

Can describe conclusions they have drawn from 
graphs and charts, using simple language. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 167

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 150
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UNIT 8 Reducing Your Carbon Footprint
INFERENCE – Inferring contrast from context

NOTE-TAKING – Using symbol to take notes

LISTENING – Identifying repetition to emphasize a point

GRAMMAR – Modals of Necessity

SPEAKING – Using final intonation

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Academic discussion: Climate change data

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in familiar, standard texts. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58)

172, 173, 
178

Can understand the main points of a simple podcast. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 172

Can recognize that ideas in a simple presentation or 
lecture contrast when signaled by stress. (P) 56 B1+ (51–58) 175

Can recognize paraphrasing and repetition in a 
straightforward presentation or lecture. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 179

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 170, 176

Speaking Can speak in general terms about environmental 
problems. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 169, 180

Can give simple reasons to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 175

Can politely interrupt during a formal conversation, 
using fixed expressions. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 188

Can lead a discussion, expanding and developing 
ideas, if given time in advance to prepare. (P) 64 B2 (59–66) 189

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 191

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 177
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NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar, 5e
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale.

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Listening & Speaking 4. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key 
and enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P) New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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NorthStar Listening & Speaking 4

UNIT 1 Exploring Genius
INFERENCE – Inferring important ideas

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with bullets and dashes

LISTENING – Recognizing emphasis

GRAMMAR – Passive Voice

SPEAKING – Giving your opinion

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Discussion: anecdotes about child prodigies

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand most of a radio program about a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 5

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in a simple presentation or lecture. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 6

Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 11

Can recognize emphasis through intonation and 
stress. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 12

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 4

Can research a topic by reading simple academic 
texts. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 25

Speaking Can express views clearly and evaluate hypothetical 
proposals in informal discussions. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 3

Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 8

Can report factual information given by other  
people. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 13

Can express opinions and attitudes using a range of 
basic expressions and sentences. (Ca) 52 B1+ (51–58) 24

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 25

Can justify and sustain views clearly by providing 
relevant explanations and arguments. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 27

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 10
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UNIT 2 Pushing Boundaries
INFERENCE – Inferring the meaning of figurative language

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes using key words

LISTENING – Distinguishing main ideas from details

GRAMMAR – Gerunds and infinitives

SPEAKING – Introducing a presentation

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation to a group: report on a person who overcame obstacles

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in a simple presentation or lecture. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 32,37

Can understand most of a radio program about a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 32

Can recognize inferred meaning in a simple 
presentation or lecture. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 33

Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 36

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 34

Speaking Can justify and sustain views clearly by providing 
relevant explanations and arguments. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 29

Can express views clearly and evaluate hypothetical 
proposals in informal discussions. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 34

Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 39

Can make an effective introduction and opening to a 
presentation. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 49

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 51

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 53

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 35
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UNIT 3 Early to Bed, Early to Rise
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s assumptions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with symbols and abbreviations

LISTENING – Recognizing claims and evidence 

GRAMMAR – Present unreal conditions

SPEAKING – Asking for clarification

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Role-play: a meeting about sleep deprivation in hospitals

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can follow most of a clearly structured presentation 
within their own field. (Ca) 57 B1+ (51–58) 57

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in a simple presentation or lecture. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 58

Can recognize inferred meaning in a simple 
presentation or lecture. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 59

Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 63

Can recognize generalizations and their supporting 
ideas. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 65

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 56

Speaking Can justify and sustain views clearly by providing 
relevant explanations and arguments. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 55

Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa) 61 B2 (59–66) 60

Can outline an issue or problem clearly. (Ca) 66 B2 (59–66) 66

Can ask for clarification during an academic 
discussion, using simple language. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 75

Can express opinions as regards possible solutions, 
giving brief reasons and explanations. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 77

Can give the advantages and disadvantages of 
various options on a topical issue. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 79

Writing Can employ simple time-saving strategies when 
taking notes (leaving out words, abbreviations 
etc.). (P) 63 B2 (59–66) 62
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UNIT 4 Animal Intelligence
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s attitude

NOTE-TAKING – Avoiding non-essential words when taking notes

LISTENING – Identifying parts of oral paragraphs

GRAMMAR – Reported speech

SPEAKING – Stating reasons and giving support

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Research presentation: a topic related to animal ethics

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 84, 90

Can understand the key points about a radio 
program on a familiar topic. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 85

Can infer attitude and mood in discussions by using 
contextual, grammatical and lexical cues. (Ca) 71 B2+ (67–75) 86

Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in a simple presentation or lecture. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 91

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 82, 88

Can research a topic by reading a range of 
newspapers and magazines. (P) 64 B2 (59–66) 103

Speaking Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 81

Can develop an argument giving reasons in support 
of or against a particular point of view. (N2000) 63 B2 (59–66) 88

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 92

Can develop an argument on an academic  
topic, including supporting points and relevant 
examples. (P) 73 B2+ (67–75) 101, 105

Can give a simple presentation on an academic topic 
in their field. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 103

Writing Can employ simple time-saving strategies when 
taking notes (leaving out words, abbreviations 
etc.). (P) 63 B2 (59–66) 89
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UNIT 5 The Golden Years
INFERENCE – Inferring a speaker’s intentions 

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with a diagram

LISTENING – Identifying and understanding relationships between ideas

GRAMMAR – Comparing past forms

SPEAKING – Making suggestions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Discussion: different viewpoints on elderly care

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can distinguish between main ideas and supporting 
details in a simple presentation or lecture. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 110

Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 110, 116

Can understand the speaker’s point of view on most 
topics delivered at natural speed and in standard 
language. (CJa) 65 B2 (59–66) 112

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 108, 114

Speaking Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 107

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 113

Can express and comment on ideas and suggestions 
in informal discussions. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58)

118, 130, 
131

Can recommend a course of action, giving 
reasons. (P) 62 B2 (59–66) 129

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 115
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UNIT 6 Giving to Others: Why Do We Do It?
INFERENCE – Inferring the degree of certainty 

NOTE-TAKING – Annotating your notes

LISTENING – Identifying the purpose of direct quotations

GRAMMAR – Relative pronouns in adjective clauses

SPEAKING – Ranking ideas

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation: a public service announcement (PSA)

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand most of a radio program aimed at a 
general audience. (P) 65 B2 (59–66) 136, 141

Can understand the key points about a radio 
program on a familiar topic. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 136

Can recognize inferred meaning in a simple 
presentation or lecture. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 137

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 134

Speaking Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 133

Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa) 61 B2 (59–66) 138, 159

Can compare and contrast situations in some detail 
and speculate about the reasons for the current 
situation. (P) 64 B2 (59–66) 143

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 156

Writing Can take notes of key points during a talk on a 
familiar topic, if delivered clearly. (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 140
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UNIT 7 Water, Water, Everywhere?
INFERENCE – Inferring the purpose of questions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with handouts 

LISTENING – Listening for multiple details

GRAMMAR – Causal verbs

SPEAKING – Referring to visual aids

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Presentation with visual aid: water issues

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Listening Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 163, 169

Can understand the key points about a radio 
program on a familiar topic. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 164

Can understand the speaker’s point of view on most 
topics delivered at natural speed and in standard 
language. (CJa) 65 B2 (59–66) 165

Can extract key details from extended informational 
academic lectures, if delivered in clear standard 
speech. (P) 67 B2+ (67–75) 170

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 162

Speaking Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa) 61 B2 (59–66) 161

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 166

Can take part in routine formal discussions 
conducted in clear standard speech in which factual 
information is exchanged. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 171

Can discuss the information presented in a complex 
diagram or visual information. (P) 71 B2+ (67–75) 181

Can give a simple presentation on an academic topic 
in their field. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 183

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 185

Writing Can take notes on a presentation or lecture in their 
field of specialization. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 168
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UNIT 8 Video Games: Friend or Foe?
INFERENCE – Inferring contrasting information

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with an outline

LISTENING – Identifying counter arguments

GRAMMAR – Phrasal verbs

SPEAKING – Making concessions

FINAL SPEAKING TASK – Debate: pros and cons of video games

Listening Can understand TV documentaries, interviews, plays 
and most films in standard speech. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 189, 197

Can understand most of a radio program about a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 190

Can recognize inferred meaning in a simple 
presentation or lecture. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 192

Can follow straightforward lines of argument in 
a panel discussion, when signaled by discourse 
markers. (P) 65 B2 (59–66) 198

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 188, 194

Speaking Can suggest pros and cons when discussing a topic, 
using simple language. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 187

Can summarize and give opinions on issues and 
stories and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 194

Can give a short, rehearsed talk or presentation on a 
familiar topic. (Ca) 53 B1+ (51–58) 200

Can signal concession of a point during a discussion, 
using common discourse markers. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 211

Can develop a clear argument with supporting 
subsidiary points and relevant examples. (Ca) 66 B2 (59–66) 213

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 213

Can express and comment on ideas and suggestions 
in informal discussions. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 215

Writing Can take notes on a presentation or lecture in their 
field of specialization. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 196
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NorthStar 1, Fourth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar 1, 4e
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Reading & Writing 1. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key and 
enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand. 

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P) New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited 

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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NorthStar Reading & Writing 1

UNIT 1 Green Spaces
INFERENCE – Inferring information

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with underlining and highlighting

READING – Identifying the topic of a reading

GRAMMAR – The simple present of be and have

FINAL WRITING TASK – Sentences

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 6, 12

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 7

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 8

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 10

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 10

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 11

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 13

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 3

Can give the reasons for a choice, using simple 
language. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 9

Writing Can write short, basic descriptions of places, people 
or things. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 20

Can use basic punctuation (e.g. commas, full stops, 
question marks). (P) 26 A1 (22–29) 22

Can use very basic connectors like ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘so’ and 
‘then’. (Ca) 31 A2 (30–35) 25

Can write short, basic descriptions of places, people 
or things. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 25
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UNIT 2 Art for Everyone
INFERENCE – Inferring opinions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with numbers

READING – Reading numbers

GRAMMAR – The simple past of be and have

FINAL WRITING TASK – A biography paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can follow a basic sequence of events in a simple text 
on a familiar topic. (P) 36 A2+ (36–42) 30

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 30

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 32, 36

Can understand basic opinions expressed in simple 
language in short texts. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 33

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 34

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 34

Can extract specific information (e.g. facts and 
numbers) from simple informational texts related to 
everyday life (e.g. posters, leaflets). (P) 31 A2 (30–35) 36

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 38

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 27

Can give the reasons for a choice, using simple 
language. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 33

Writing Can make simple notes about the key points of a 
familiar topic. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 35

Can write short descriptive texts (4–6 sentences) on 
familiar personal topics (e.g. family, possessions), 
given a model. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 46

Can write a simple story or description of an event 
using basic time expressions. (P) 40 A2+ (36–42) 47

Can use basic punctuation (e.g. commas, full stops, 
question marks). (P) 26 A1 (22–29) 48

Can write very short, simple sentences about their 
feelings. (P) 32 A2 (30–35) 49
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UNIT 3 What’s it Worth to You?
INFERENCE – Inferring outcomes

NOTE-TAKING – Listing main ideas in notes

READING – Identifying suggestions

GRAMMAR – Simple present

FINAL WRITING TASK – A descriptive paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 52

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 53

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 53, 57

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 56

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 58

Can identify specific information in simple letters, 
brochures and short articles. (Ca) 37 A2+ (36–42) 60

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 61

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 51

Writing Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 65

Can write short texts describing favourite objects, 
possessions or household pets. (CSEa) 36 A2+ (36–42) 69
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UNIT 4 Open for Business
INFERENCE – Inferring tone

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on examples

READING – Using context clues to understand word meaning

GRAMMAR – There is / there are

FINAL WRITING TASK – A descriptive paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 74

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 74, 79

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 76, 81

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 77

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 78

Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 81

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 82

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 71

Can give simple opinions using basic fixed 
expressions. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 78

Writing Can write short, basic descriptions of places, people 
or things. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 89

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 93
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UNIT 5 What Are You Afraid Of?
INFERENCE – Inferring the author’s meaning

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on definitions

READING – Identifying cause and effect

GRAMMAR – Can, may, might, and will

FINAL WRITING TASK – Suggestions

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 97

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 99, 104

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 100

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 101

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 102

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 105

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 95

Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 101

Writing Can give basic advice in writing using simple 
language. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 112

Can write short descriptive texts (4–6 sentences) on 
familiar personal topics (e.g. family, possessions), 
given a model. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 117
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UNIT 6 What an Adventure!
INFERENCE – Making inferences about people

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with a timeline

READING – Separating fact from opinion

GRAMMAR – The simple past

FINAL WRITING TASK – A narrative paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can understand short, simple narrative texts. (CSEa) 37 A2+ (36–42) 122

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 124

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 125

Can follow the sequence of actions or events in a text 
on a familiar everyday topic. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 126

Can distinguish between fact and opinion presented 
in simple texts on familiar topics. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 128

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 128

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 130

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 119

Can give simple opinions using basic fixed 
expressions. (P) 34 A2 (30–35) 125

Writing Can write a simple story or description of an event 
using basic time expressions. (P) 40 A2+ (36–42) 135, 141
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UNIT 7 What Number Are You?
INFERENCE – Inferring comparisons

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with a tree diagram

READING – Recognizing and understanding pronoun reference

GRAMMAR – Comparative adjectives

FINAL WRITING TASK – A comparison paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 144

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 145

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 145, 149

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 147

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 147, 151

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 149

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 153

Speaking Can give an extended description of everyday topics 
(e.g. people, places, experiences). (N2000a) 38 A2+ (36–42) 143

Can give the reasons for a choice, using simple 
language. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 148

Writing Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 159, 165

Can make simple comparisons between people, 
places or things. (P) 36 A2+ (36–42) 163

Can signal contrast in a simple text with a limited 
range of language. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 163
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UNIT 8 Too Young to Go Pro?
INFERENCE – Inferring priorities

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with an outline

READING – Identifying the conclusion

GRAMMAR – Very, too, and enough

FINAL WRITING TASK – An opinion paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 168

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 169

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 169, 173

Can read a simple text and extract factual details. (P) 35 A2 (30–35) 171; 176

Can make basic inferences from simple information 
in a short text. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 172

Can understand the general meaning of short, simple 
informational material and descriptions if there is 
visual support. (Ca) 34 A2 (30–35) 174

Can identify basic similarities and differences in 
the facts between two short simple texts on the 
same familiar topic, if supported by pictures and 
questions. (P) 38 A2+ (36–42) 178

Speaking Can express opinions using simple language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 167

Can say how they or someone else feels, giving brief 
reasons. (P) 40 A2+ (36–42) 173

Writing Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 185, 189

Can write the concluding sentence or sentences of a 
basic paragraph, given a model. (P) 46 B1 (43–50) 187
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NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing.

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar, 5e
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar  
Reading & Writing 2. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key and 
enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P) New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited 

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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UNIT 1 Finding the Ideal Job
INFERENCE – Inferring the author’s opinion

NOTE-TAKING – Taking margin notes on main ideas

READING – Predicting content from visuals

GRAMMAR – Descriptive and possessive adjectives

FINAL WRITING TASK – A descriptive paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 6

Can recognize the writer’s point of view in a simple 
academic text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 9

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 10

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 10

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 12

Can identify specific information in a simple factual 
text. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 13

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 13

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 14

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 3

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 9

Writing Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 20

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 20

Can write descriptions of real or imaginary people. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 25
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UNIT 2 Creative Thinking
INFERENCE – Inferring connections between statements and examples

NOTE-TAKING – Listing details in notes

READING – Recognizing the meaning of we, us, and our

GRAMMAR – Simple past

FINAL WRITING TASK – A complete paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 28

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 29,34

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 29, 33

Can make simple inferences based on information 
given in a short article. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 32

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 35

Can scan short texts to locate specific information. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 36

Can recognize the writer’s point of view in a simple 
academic text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 37

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 38

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 27, 33

Writing Can write a basic description of experiences, feelings 
and reactions, given a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 46, 51

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 46

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 46
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UNIT 3 Making Money
INFERENCE – Inferring future situations

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes using a timeline

READING – Identifying the sequence of events

GRAMMAR – Comparative adjectives

FINAL WRITING TASK – A well-organized paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 56

Can make simple inferences based on information 
given in a short article. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 59

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 60

Can understand short, simple narrative texts. (CSEa) 37 A2+ (36–42) 60

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 62

Can follow the sequence of actions or events in a text 
on a familiar everyday topic. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 63

Can identify specific information in a simple factual 
text. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 63

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 64

Speaking Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 53

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 60

Writing Can write a short, simple description of a familiar 
device or product. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 73

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 73

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 74

Can write descriptions of real or imaginary people. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 77
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UNIT 4 Subway Etiquette
INFERENCE – Inferring the author’s attitude

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes using an organizational chart

READING – Identifying the main elements in a story

GRAMMAR – Imperative sentences

FINAL WRITING TASK – A blog post

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 80

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 82, 86

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 83

Can recognize the writer’s point of view in a simple 
academic text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 85

Can understand short, simple narratives and 
biographies. (CJa) 39 A2+ (36–42) 86, 89

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 88

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 90

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 79

Can give simple reasons to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 85

Writing Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 96

Can write simple informal emails/letters and online 
postings giving news or opinions. (P) 46 B1 (43–50) 96

Can write simple texts giving key information about 
their culture (e.g. food, national holidays, festivals).
(CSEa) 42 A2+ (36–42) 99
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UNIT 5 Sensory Perception
INFERENCE – Inferring abstract ideas from examples

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes using abbreviations and symbols

READING – Scanning for information

GRAMMAR – Linking verbs

FINAL WRITING TASK – A personal experience paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 102

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 104

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 104

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 107

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 108

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 108

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 110

Can identify specific information in a simple factual 
text. (P) 39 A2+ (36–42) 112

Can scan short texts to locate specific information. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 112

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 101

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 108

Can participate in short conversations in routine 
contexts on topics of interest. (C) 41 A2+ (36–42) 114

Writing Can write a basic description of experiences, feelings 
and reactions, given a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 122

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 123

Can give basic advice in writing using simple 
language. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 125
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UNIT 6 The Heart of a Hero
INFERENCE – Inferring meaning from metaphors

NOTE-TAKING – Creating an outline to take notes

READING – Recognizing the use of present tense in a story about the past

GRAMMAR – Time clauses in the present tense

FINAL WRITING TASK – A one-paragraph story

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 128

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
simple structured text. (P) 42 A2+ (36–42) 129

Can understand simple metaphors in an academic 
text. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 132

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 133

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 133

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 135

Can follow the sequence of actions or events in a text 
on a familiar everyday topic. (P) 41 A2+ (36–42) 136

Can understand short, simple narratives and 
biographies. (CJa) 39 A2+ (36–42) 137

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 138

Speaking Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 127

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 132

Writing Can write a story with a simple linear sequence. (Ca) 45 B1 (43–50) 144

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 145

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 151
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UNIT 7 What’s Your Medicine?
INFERENCE – Inferring judgements

NOTE-TAKING – Taking double entry notes

READING – Visualizing while reading

GRAMMAR – Adverbs of manner

FINAL WRITING TASK – A narrative paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 156

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 156, 160

Can infer meaning in a simple academic text, in order 
to answer specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 159

Can understand short, simple narratives and 
biographies. (CJa) 39 A2+ (36–42) 160

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 162

Can identify key information in a simple academic 
text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 163

Can understand short, simple narratives and 
biographies. (CJa) 39 A2+ (36–42) 164

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 166

Speaking Can give straightforward descriptions on a variety of 
familiar subjects. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 153

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 160, 166

Writing Can write descriptions of past events, activities, or 
personal experiences. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 173

Can use a range of common connectors to show 
chronological sequence. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 175

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 177
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UNIT 8 Endangered Cultures
INFERENCE – Inferring the author’s attitude

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes using a mind map

READING – Identifying the purpose of quoted speech

GRAMMAR – Will and be going to 

FINAL WRITING TASK – A prediction paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 180

Can identify the main topic and related ideas in a 
structured text. (P) 49 B1 (43–50) 182

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 182

Can understand the relationship between a main 
point and an example in a structured text. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 184

Can recognize the writer’s point of view in a simple 
academic text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 185

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 186

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 187

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 189

Can identify key information in a simple academic 
text, if guided by questions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 192

Can identify whether an author is quoting or 
paraphrasing another person. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 193

Can identify similarities and differences between two 
short texts. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 194

Speaking Can give straightforward descriptions on a variety of 
familiar subjects. (Ca) 47 B1 (43–50) 179

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 186
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Writing Can write a basic email/letter of complaint requesting 
action. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 194

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 202

Can write a simple outline for a piece of writing, given 
a model. (P) 44 B1 (43–50) 202

Can write the concluding sentence or sentences of a 
basic paragraph, given a model. (P) 46 B1 (43–50) 205

Can write simple informal emails/letters and online 
postings giving news or opinions. (P) 46 B1 (43–50) 207

UNIT 8 Endangered Cultures (continued)
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NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar, 5e
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale. 

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar 
Reading & Writing 3. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key and 
enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C)  Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea)  Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P)  New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited 

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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UNIT 1 Sports and Obsession
INFERENCE – Inferring certainty

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on key words and phrases

READING – Recognizing quotations and reported speech

GRAMMAR – Modals of ability

FINAL WRITING TASK – A factual report

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 4

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 5

Can make simple inferences based on information 
given in a short article. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 8

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 10

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 10

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 11

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 12

Can identify whether an author is quoting or 
paraphrasing another person. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 13

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 14

Speaking Can express their thoughts in some detail on cultural 
topics (e.g. music, films). (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 3

Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 9

Writing Can support a main idea with explanations and 
examples in a structured paragraph on a familiar 
topic. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 21, 25

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 24
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UNIT 2 The Consequences of Fraud
INFERENCE – Inferring comparisons

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with questions

READING – Identifying detailed examples

GRAMMAR – Simple past and past progressive

FINAL WRITING TASK – A descriptive paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 28

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 30

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 32

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 33

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 34

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 35

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 36

Can recognize examples and their relation to the idea 
they support. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 36

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 37

Speaking Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 27

Can summarize and comment on a short story or 
article and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 33

Writing Can write descriptions of past events, activities, or 
personal experiences. (P) 47 B1 (43–50) 44

Can write a basic paragraph containing a topic 
sentence and related details, if provided with a 
model. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 46

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 49

Can support a main idea with explanations and 
examples in a structured paragraph on a familiar 
topic. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 49
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UNIT 3 Exploring the Red Planet
INFERENCE – Inferring degrees of difficulty

NOTE-TAKING – Marking a text

READING – Scanning for detail

GRAMMAR – Infinitives of purpose

FINAL WRITING TASK – A pro and con paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 52

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 53

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 53

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 55

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 58

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 58

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 60

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 61

Can scan a simple academic text to find specific 
information. (P) 49 B1 (43–50) 61

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 62

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 51

Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 57

Writing Can prepare a simple outline to organize ideas and 
information. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 68

Can support a main idea with explanations and 
examples in a structured paragraph on a familiar 
topic. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 68, 73

Can use parallel structure in academic writing. (P) 70 B2+ (67–75) 70

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 73
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UNIT 4 Language and Power
INFERENCE – Inferring meaning of proverbs

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with a T-chart

READING – Recognizing how examples support opinions

GRAMMAR – Comparative adverbs

FINAL WRITING TASK – A contrast paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 76

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 77

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 77, 82

Can infer meaning in a simple academic text, in order 
to answer specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 81

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 83

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 84

Can extract relevant details in everyday letters, 
brochures and short official documents. (Ca) 48 B1 (43–50) 85

Can recognize examples and their relation to the idea 
they support. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 85

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 86

Speaking Can express their thoughts in some detail on cultural 
topics (e.g. music, films). (Ca) 55 B1+ (51–58) 75

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 82

Writing Can support a main idea with explanations and 
examples in a structured paragraph on a familiar 
topic. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 92, 97

Can contrast two ideas when writing a simple 
academic text by using discourse markers. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 95

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 97
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UNIT 5 Careers of the Future
INFERENCE – Inferring when humor is used

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with bullets

READING – Predicting content form titles and subheadings

GRAMMAR – Future time clauses

FINAL WRITING TASK – A cover letter

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 100

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 102

Can recognize the author’s use of irony in a simple 
text, if guided by questions. (P) 62 B2 (59–66) 105

Can extract relevant details in everyday letters, 
brochures and short official documents. (Ca) 48 B1 (43–50) 106, 109

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 106, 109

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 108

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 111

Speaking Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 99

Can give or seek personal views and opinions in 
discussing topics of interest. (C) 46 B1 (43–50) 106

Writing Can write a basic letter of application with limited 
supporting details. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 118

Can write a letter of application with appropriate 
register, conventions and supporting detail. (P) 65 B2 (59–66) 121

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 122

Can support a main idea with explanations and 
examples in a structured paragraph on a familiar 
topic. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 123
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UNIT 6 What is Ecotourism?
INFERENCE – Inferring probability

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on supporting details

READING – Using context clues to understand vocabulary

GRAMMAR – Because and even though

FINAL WRITING TASK – An opinion essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 126, 135

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 127

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 128

Can make simple inferences based on information 
given in a short article. (P) 51 B1+ (51–58) 131

Can extract relevant details in everyday letters, 
brochures and short official documents. (Ca) 48 B1 (43–50) 132

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 132

Can take basic notes on a text about a familiar topic 
in their field of study. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 134

Can generally understand details of events, feelings 
and wishes in letters, emails and online postings. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 135

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 136

Speaking Can give brief reasons and explanations, using simple 
language. (P) 45 B1 (43–50) 125

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 132

Writing Can prepare a simple outline to organize ideas and 
information. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 140

Can write simple structured essays, organizing basic 
ideas. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 140, 145

Can support a main idea with examples and  
reasons. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 143

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 145
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UNIT 7 Capital Punishment
INFERENCE – Inferring both sides of a debate

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with an outline

READING – Identifying key information in charts

GRAMMAR – Adverb clauses of concession

FINAL WRITING TASK – An opinion essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 148

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text 
content from headings, titles or headlines. (P) 43 B1 (43–50) 149

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 150

Can infer meaning in a simple academic text, in order 
to answer specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 154

Can identify the key points presented in graphs 
and charts in a simple academic text, if guided by 
questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 156, 160

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 161

Speaking Can briefly give reasons and explanations for 
opinions, plans and actions. (C) 51 B1+ (51–58) 147

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 155

Writing Can take notes on a simple academic text. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 158

Can write simple structured essays, organizing basic 
ideas. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 168, 175

Can prepare a simple outline to organize ideas and 
information. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 170

Can use limited discourse devices to link sentences 
smoothly into connected discourse. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 171

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 174
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UNIT 8 Is Our Climate Changing?
INFERENCE – Inferring purpose

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with symbols

READING – Identifying cohesive devices of contrast

GRAMMAR – Future modals

FINAL WRITING TASK – A cause-and-effect essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can derive the probable meaning of simple unknown 
words from short, familiar contexts. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 178

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 181

Can predict the content of a simple academic text, 
using headings, images, and captions. (P) 48 B1 (43–50) 181, 186

Can understand the writer’s purpose in a simple 
academic text, if guided by questions. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 184

Can generally understand straightforward factual 
texts on familiar topics. (Ca) 46 B1 (43–50) 186

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 189

Can recognize contrasting ideas in a structured text 
when signaled by discourse markers. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 189

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 190

Speaking Can suggest cause and effect when discussing an 
academic topic. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 177

Can give detailed accounts of experiences, describing 
feelings and reactions. (C) 49 B1 (43–50) 185

Writing Can take notes on a simple academic text. (P) 50 B1 (43–50) 188

Can write simple structured essays, organizing basic 
ideas. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 198, 203

Can clearly signal cause and effect relationships in a 
structured text. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 200

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 202
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NorthStar, Fifth Edition is an intensive, American English integrated skills course. It incorporates 
critical thinking and academic skills with language development and engages students through 
authentic and compelling content. It is designed to prepare students for the demands of college level 
and university study. There are two strands to NorthStar: Listening & Speaking and Reading & Writing. 

Course Components
• Student Book with MyEnglishLab

• Student eBook with MyEnglishLab, Resources & Mobile App

• Student Book with Resources & Mobile App (for sale outside US only)

• Teacher’s Resources, including:

• Student eBook

• Downloadable achievement tests

• Classroom audio

• Audioscripts

• Video activities

• Videoscripts

• Teacher’s Manual with Lesson Planners and Teacher’s Notes

• Answer Keys

• ExamView®

• Pearson Practice English App, including audio, video, and extra practice

Deliver rich online content to engage and motivate 
students, including:
• Students audio to support listening and speaking skills

• Engaging authentic video clips adapted from ABC and NBC newscasts, tied to unit themes

• Opportunities for written and recorded reactions to be submitted by students

NorthStar, 5e
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Use powerful selection of diagnostic reports to:
• View student scores by unit, skill, and activity

• Monitor student progress on any activity or test as often as needed

• Analyze class data to determine steps for remediation and support

Use Teacher’s Resources to:
• Display pages of the Student eBook for whole-class instruction

• Download placement and achievement tests

• Print resources including lesson planners, videoscripts, and video activities

• Access classroom audio

• Access Teacher’s manuals, including answer keys

• Access ExamView® Assessment Suite
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The Global Scale of English and the Common 
European Framework of Reference 

The Global Scale of English is a standardized, granular scale from 10 to 90 which measures English 
language proficiency. It is aligned with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). Unlike 
the CEFR, which describes proficiency in terms of broad levels, the Global Scale of English identifies 
what a learner can do at each point on a more granular scale - and within a CEFR level. The scale is 
designed to motivate learners by demonstrating incremental progress in their language ability. The 
Global Scale of English forms the backbone for Pearson English course material and assessment. 

CEFR and the Global Scale of English both comprise a number of Can Do statements, or “learning 
objectives,” for each of the four language skills, describing what learners should be able to do at 
different levels of proficiency. The learning objectives are written to reflect what a student ‘Can Do’ 
with language without regard to the context in which a language skill may surface. The GSE Learning 
Objectives have been aligned to the CEFR, and many additional statements created, rated for difficulty, 
and calibrated to the scale.

This document provides an overview of the learning objectives that are covered in NorthStar  
Reading & Writing 4. It articulates the main language objectives of each unit and reflects how key and 
enabling skills combine toward larger goals within this level and strand.

Some learning objectives will be repeated multiple times, a reflection of the fact that for a learner to 
successfully learn and internalize a skill (with the goal of achieving mastery in the target language), it is 
important to encounter that skill in a variety of contexts. The content of NorthStar is designed to focus 
on skills development in multiple contexts and through repeat exposure. Learners will have a variety 
of opportunities to improve their agility and fluency with the various skills. Page references on the 
following pages indicate a starting point, knowing that objectives may be covered in a single task or, 
more likely, over successive tasks.

For each learning objective we indicate whether a statement is from the original CEFR or newly created 
by Pearson English: 

(C) Common European Framework descriptor, verbatim, © Council of Europe 
(Ca) Common European Framework descriptor, adapted or edited, © Council of Europe
(N2000) North (2000) descriptor, verbatim 
(C2018a) CEFR – Companion Volume descriptor adapted or edited © Council of Europe
(CSEa) Eiken descriptor from the CSE, adapted or edited
(CJa) CEFR-J descriptor, adapted or edited
(Ea) Eiken descriptor, adapted or edited © Eiken Foundation of Japan
(N2000a) North (2000) descriptor, adapted or edited 
(P) New Pearson English descriptor 
(Wa) WIDA ELD Standards (2012), adapted or edited

[Note: If a value is in parentheses, it indicates the learning objective is still undergoing research and 
validation, and therefore the value is a provisional estimate.]
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NorthStar Reading & Writing 4

UNIT 1 Genius: Nature or Nurture?
INFERENCE – Understanding assumptions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes by marking important information

READING – Distinguishing voice in quotations

GRAMMAR – Past perfect

FINAL WRITING TASK – A summary paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 4

Can distinguish supporting details from the main 
points in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 6

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 11, 15

Can recognize inferred meaning in a structured text, 
if guided by questions. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 12

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 13

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 14

Can understand the use of quotes in an academic 
text. (P) 63 B2 (59–66) 16

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 18

Speaking Can express views clearly and evaluate hypothetical 
proposals in informal discussions. (Ca) 64 B2 (59–66) 3

Can describe what they would do and how they 
would react to situations in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 13

Writing Can write a structured paragraph on an academic 
topic in their field of study. (P) 65 B2 (59–66) 18

Can summarize factual information within their field 
of interest. (Ca) 57 B1+ (51–58) 26

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 31

Can write a simple essay in response to a specific 
question. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 31
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UNIT 2 Facing Life’s Obstacles
INFERENCE – Inferring the meaning of idioms and expressions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on main ideas with questions

READING – Recognizing positive redundancy

GRAMMAR – Gerunds and infinitives

FINAL WRITING TASK – A biographical paragraph

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 34, 40

Can follow chronological sequence in a formal 
structured text. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 35

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 35, 41

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 39, 44

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 42

Can take effective notes on a linguistically complex 
and unfamiliar text. (P) 74 B2+ (67–75) 44

Can recognize the repetition of ideas expressed by 
substitution, paraphrasing, etc. (P) 67 B2+ (67–75) 45

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 47

Speaking Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 33

Can summarize and comment on a short story or 
article and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 41

Writing Can compare information from different sources. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 47

Can write short, simple biographies about real or 
imaginary people. (Ca) 51 B1+ (51–58) 53

Can develop a clear written description or narrative 
with relevant supporting detail and examples. (Ca) 65 B2 (59–66) 56

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 59

Can write a simple essay in response to a specific 
question. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 59
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UNIT 3 Making Medical Decisions
INFERENCE – Inferring degree of support

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on cause and effect with a graphic organizer

READING – Organizing the sequence of events in a timeline

GRAMMAR – Past unreal conditionals

FINAL WRITING TASK – An opinion essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 62

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 63, 69

Can distinguish supporting details from the main 
points in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 64

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 67, 72

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 68

Can follow chronological sequence in a formal 
structured text. (P) 52 B1+ (51–58) 70, 72

Can take effective notes on a linguistically complex 
and unfamiliar text. (P) 74 B2+ (67–75) 71

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 74

Speaking Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa) 61 B2 (59–66) 61

Can justify and sustain views clearly by providing 
relevant explanations and arguments. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 69

Writing Can compare information from different sources. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 74

Can systematically develop an argument giving the 
reasons for or against a point of view. (P) 67 B2+ (67–75) 80

Can write an introduction to a simple academic 
essay. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 84

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 85

Can write an essay in response to a specific question, 
if provided with a model. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 85
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UNIT 4 Instinct or Intellect?
INFERENCE – Inferring the use of hedging

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with outlining

READING – Recognizing the role of quoted speech

GRAMMAR – Adjective clauses

FINAL WRITING TASK – A summary in journalistic style

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can distinguish supporting details from the main 
points in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 90, 96

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 93, 99

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 94

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 95

Can understand the use of quotes in an academic 
text. (P) 63 B2 (59–66) 100

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 101

Speaking Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 87

Can effectively participate in a classroom discussion 
about an academic topic. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 95

Writing Can use appropriate outlines to organize ideas. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 98

Can write a concise summary of the main ideas of a 
longer structured text. (P) 64 B2 (59–66) 109

Can embed quotations and paraphrases in written 
academic work, if provided with a model. (P) 68 B2+ (67–75) 113

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 115

Can write a simple discursive essay. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 115
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UNIT 5 Too Much of a Good Thing?
INFERENCE – Inferring attitudes and feelings

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes with signposts 

READING – Using titles and headings to identify main idea

GRAMMAR – Simple past, present perfect, and present prefect progressive

FINAL WRITING TASK – A descriptive essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 118

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66)

119, 127, 
130

Can understand the plot of extended narratives 
written in standard, non-literary language. (CJa) 62 B2 (59–66) 120

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 124

Can make inferences about the attitudes and feelings 
of characters based on evidence in the text. (P) 63 B2 (59–66) 125

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 127

Can take effective notes on a linguistically complex 
and unfamiliar text. (P) 74 B2+ (67–75) 129

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 131

Speaking Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa) 61 B2 (59–66) 117, 129

Can summarize and comment on a short story or 
article and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 126

Writing Can write a simple essay in response to a specific 
question. (P) 54 B1+ (51–58) 131, 143

Can write a simple descriptive essay, if provided with 
a model. (P) 53 B1+ (51–58) 138

Can use descriptive language to support a main idea 
in written academic work. (P) 67 B2+ (67–75) 141

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 143
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UNIT 6 Making a Difference
INFERENCE – Inferring people’s reactions

NOTE-TAKING – Taking compare-and-contrast notes with a t-chart

READING – Recognizing persuasive language

GRAMMAR – Concessions

FINAL WRITING TASK – A persuasive essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can distinguish supporting details from the main 
points in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 148

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P) 60 B2 (59–66) 148, 153

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P) 57 B1+ (51–58) 151, 159

Can infer meaning based on information in a text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 152

Can compare information given in different texts and 
media on the same topic. (Wa) 58 B1+ (51–58) 154

Can take effective notes on a linguistically complex 
and unfamiliar text. (P) 74 B2+ (67–75) 156

Can identify language used to persuade the  
reader. (Wa) 60 B2 (59–66) 157

Speaking Can engage in extended conversation in a clearly 
participatory fashion on most general topics. (Ca) 61 B2 (59–66) 145

Can summarize and comment on a short story or 
article and answer questions in detail. (Ca) 56 B1+ (51–58) 153

Can describe what they would do and how they 
would react to situations in a text. (P) 61 B2 (59–66) 157

Writing Can write personal emails/letters giving and 
commenting on news in detail. (Ca) 60 B2 (59–66) 159

Can systematically develop an argument giving the 
reasons for or against a point of view. (P) 67 B2+ (67–75) 168

Can start an essay with a strong thesis statement. (P) 70 B2+ (67–75) 171

Can write an introduction to a simple academic 
essay. (P) 59 B2 (59–66) 171

Can develop a clear written description or narrative 
with relevant supporting detail and examples. (Ca) 65 B2 (59–66) 175

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 175
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UNIT 7 An Ocean of Problems
INFERENCE – Inferring the author’s point of view and possible bias

NOTE-TAKING – Taking notes on pros and cons

READING – Creating headings based on main idea

GRAMMAR – Subordinators and transitions

FINAL WRITING TASK – A problem-solution essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P)

55 B1+ (51–58) 178

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P)

60 B2 (59–66) 179, 186

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P)

54 B1+ (51–58) 180, 187

Can identify different types of supporting details in 
a simple academic text, in order to answer specific 
questions. (P)

57 B1+ (51–58) 184

Can recognize the writer’s point of view in a 
structured text. (P)

58 B1+ (51–58) 184, 189

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P)

57 B1+ (51–58) 189

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P)

58 B1+ (51–58) 191

Speaking Can speak in general terms about environmental 
problems. (P)

52 B1+ (51–58) 177, 186

Writing Can write relevant subheadings to structure longer 
more complex texts. (P)

67 B2+ (67–75) 190

Can contrast two ideas when writing a simple 
academic text by using discourse markers. (P)

61 B2 (59–66) 196

Can signal that two ideas are similar when writing a 
simple academic text by using discourse markers. (P)

61 B2 (59–66) 196

Can clearly signal problem and solution relationships 
in structured text. (P)

62 B2 (59–66) 200

Can write a conclusion to a simple academic essay. (P) 58 B1+ (51–58) 203

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 205

Can write a simple essay in response to a specific 
question. (P)

54 B1+ (51–58) 205
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UNIT 8 Managing Your Smartphone
INFERENCE – Inferring an author’s appeal to authority

NOTE-TAKING – Taking thee-column notes to show time sequence

READING – Identifying referents for the pronoun it

GRAMMAR – Subordinators and prepositional phrases

FINAL WRITING TASK – A cause-and-effect essay

SKILL LEARNING OBJECTIVE GSE CEFR PAGE(S)

Reading Can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word from 
context. (P)

55 B1+ (51–58) 208

Can distinguish between the main idea and related 
ideas in a simple academic text in order to answer 
specific questions. (P)

54 B1+ (51–58) 209

Can identify key information in an extended text or 
article. (P)

57 B1+ (51–58) 213, 220

Can recognize inferred meaning in a structured text, 
if guided by questions. (P)

60 B2 (59–66) 215

Can make inferences or predictions about the 
content of newspaper and magazine articles from 
headings, titles or headlines. (P)

60 B2 (59–66) 217

Can understand the plot of extended narratives 
written in standard, non-literary language. (CJa)

62 B2 (59–66) 217

Can take effective notes on a linguistically complex 
and unfamiliar text. (P)

74 B2+ (67–75) 219

Can synthesize information from two or more basic 
texts, if guided by questions. (P)

58 B1+ (51–58) 222

Speaking Can express their opinions in discussions on 
contemporary social issues and current affairs. (CSEa)

61 B2 (59–66) 207, 217

Writing Can signal cause and effect relationships when writing 
an academic text by using discourse markers. (P)

65 B2 (59–66) 227, 235

Can clearly signal cause and effect relationships in a 
structured text. (P)

60 B2 (59–66) 230

Can edit and improve a simple text. (P) 55 B1+ (51–58) 239

Can write a simple essay in response to a specific 
question. (P)

54 B1+ (51–58) 239
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Certificate of Insurance 
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APPENDIX F 

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 

 
 

This appendix includes the following: 
 

• Acceptable Use Policy 
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Pearson Online Classroom Terms of Use 
 

Last Updated: February 2023 

 

Applicable To All Users 
 

Acceptance of Terms 
By using this Education Management System ("Pearson Online Classroom"), you 

(hereinafter referred to as the "User" or "Users") agree to all terms, conditions, and 

notices contained or referenced in these Terms of Use ("Terms"). These Terms 

apply to your use of Pearson Online Classroom and all materials, information, 

software, content, products, and services that are owned or licensed by 

Connections Education LLC dba Pearson Virtual Schools ("Pearson"), and included 

in, or available through, Pearson Online Classroom ("Pearson Online Classroom 

Content"), as well as any content owned or licensed by a third party content 

provider that is included in, or available through Pearson Online Classroom with 

that third party's permission ("Third Party Content", Pearson Content and 

third Party Content, collectively "the Content"). If the User is a minor, they shall be 

the responsibility of their parent/guardian, who shall ensure that the User adheres 

to the Terms. 

Any Third Party Content uploaded or otherwise made available by a Third Party is 

and remains the sole property of the Third Party or the Third Party licensors. By 

uploading or otherwise making available any Third Party Content, you automatically 

grant and/or warrant that the owner has granted Pearson, the perpetual royalty-

free, non-exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, publish, distribute, display, 

and transmit the Third Party Content through the channel into which you have 

uploaded or authorized Pearson to upload the Third Party Content. You also permit 

any User of Pearson Online Classroom with access to that channel, subject to your 

restrictions, to access, view, store, and reproduce the Third Party Content to the 

same extent permitted herein. To the extent provided for in the specific terms of 

the governing agreement between Pearson and the Third Party, Third Party 

Content may be removed, obscured, altered or modified by the Third Party, subject 

to the terms and conditions set forth herein with respect to the use of Pearson 

Online Classroom. 

Pearson reserves the right to change these Terms at any time, effective upon 

posting the updated Terms on the Pearson Online Classroom log-in page. The most 
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current version is always available by clicking on the Terms of Use link located at 

the bottom of the log-in page of Pearson Online Classroom. 

 

Permitted Use 
Pearson Online Classroom is to be used for the purpose of accessing the education 

program licensed by or for the benefit of the User(s). Pearson grants the User the 

non-exclusive, non-transferable, limited license to access, visit, use, view, and print 

the Content, solely for the User's own personal non-commercial use in connection 

with such education program, provided the User keeps intact all copyright and 

other proprietary notices. Use of the Content or materials for any purpose not 

expressly permitted in these Terms is prohibited. 

Users may not (1) remove, obscure, or alter the Content in any way except as 

agreed to in writing by Pearson, (2) use Pearson Online Classroom in any manner 

that could damage, disable, overburden, or impair any Pearson server or the 

network(s) connected to any Pearson server, or interfere with any other party's use 

and enjoyment of Pearson Online Classroom, (3) gain or attempt to gain 

unauthorized access to any accounts, computer systems, or networks connected to 

any Pearson server through hacking, password mining, or any other means, or (4) 

obtain or attempt to obtain any materials or information through any means not 

intentionally made available through Pearson Online Classroom. 

Any use of Pearson Online Classroom for the following purposes is strictly 

prohibited. By using Pearson Online Classroom, you agree that you will NOT: 

• Send, receive, or display pornographic, obscene, sexually explicit material, or 

any material harmful to minors 

• impersonate any person or entity (through the use of their password or 

other means), including any employee or representative of Pearson 

• copy or distribute content included in Pearson Online Classroom (including 

postings on the Message Boards, WebMail messages, or curriculum 

materials, including answer keys) without the owner's permission 

• solicit or collect information about the Users or members of this site, 

especially for the purpose of transmitting, or facilitating transmission of, 

unsolicited or bulk electronic email or communications 

• use the school-provided communication services in connection with surveys, 

contests, pyramid schemes, chain letters, junk e-mail, spamming, or any 

duplicative or unsolicited messages (commercial or otherwise) 
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• upload files that contain viruses, Trojan horses, worms, time bombs, 

cancelbots, corrupted files, or any other similar software or programs that 

may damage the operation of another's computer or property 

• solicit or collect personal information (including name, address, and phone 

number) from anyone under eighteen (18) years of age without verified 

parental consent 

• display threatening or offensive material, including using swear words, 

offensive, vulgar, or obscene language 

• display racist, prejudiced, or discriminatory messages or pictures 

• violate any state or federal law 

• reveal another User's or a minor's personal address, phone number, or 

similar information to others without their consent or verified parental 

consent 

• violate any copyright, trademark, patent, trade secret, or other intellectual 

property laws or otherwise use intellectual property of another individual or 

entity without the owner's permission—this includes providing links to and 

including other copyrighted or trademarked material from third parties in 

Pearson Online Classroom (including posting on the Message Boards or in 

WebMail messages) without permission as well as using any trademarks, 

service marks, or other marks in social media or other websites without the 

owner's permission 

• trespass in another's folders, work, or files 

• promote commercial activities except as agreed to in writing by Pearson 

• advertise products or services or engage in political lobbying 

• defame, harass, insult, abuse, stalk, threaten, attack, or otherwise violate the 

legal rights (such as privacy and publicity) of another person or interfere with 

another person's work, including, but not limited to, sending unwanted 

WebMail messages or e-mail 

• provide material support or resources to (or conceal the nature, location, 

source, or ownership of material support or resources of) any organization(s) 

designated by the United States government as a foreign terrorist 

organization pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Each User will have a username and password (the "Log-in Information") for the 

purpose of accessing Pearson Online Classroom and the Content. Users must keep 

all Log-in Information strictly confidential, and all Log-in Information may be used 
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only by the assigned User. Users are responsible for maintaining the security and 

confidentiality of all Log-in Information and for preventing access to Pearson Online 

Classroom and/or the Content by unauthorized persons using a User's Log-in 

Information. Users are responsible for any and all activities that occur under their 

account. Users must notify Pearson immediately of any unauthorized use of their 

account or any other breach of security. Notwithstanding the foregoing, certain 

employees of Pearson will be permitted to "log in as" someone other than 

themselves, after receiving the approval of their supervisor and undergoing specific 

training. 

 

Proprietary Rights 
The User acknowledges and agrees that certain of the information available in 

Pearson Online Classroom is protected by various copyrights, trademarks, service 

marks, patents, trade secrets, or other intellectual property rights and laws and 

may only be used as permitted by law and with the permission of the owner. Except 

as expressly authorized by Pearson, Users may not sell, license, rent, modify, 

distribute, copy, reproduce, transmit, publicly display, publicly perform, publish, 

adapt, edit, or create derivative works from or otherwise exploit the Content or 

features in Pearson Online Classroom in any form or medium. Users are fully 

responsible for their own use and for ensuring such use does not infringe on the 

rights of Pearson or third parties. In addition to potential legal action, any 

unauthorized use including copying or reposting of Pearson or third party 

intellectual property may result in one or more of the following: termination of 

access to Pearson Online Classroom, school-based disciplinary action, and/or 

removal from the school, course offering or program of study. 

 

Copyright Infringement 
Content is owned or controlled by Pearson or the third party credited as the 

provider of the Content, and its contents may not be copied, reproduced, 

distributed or modified in any way without the express written consent of Pearson. 

If you have any copyright concerns about any materials posted in Pearson Online 

Classroom by others, please let us know. We comply with the provisions of the 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act applicable to Internet service providers (17 U.S.C. 

512). Unless otherwise stated in any specific DMCA designation provided by 

Pearson, please provide us with written notice ("Notice") by contacting our 

Designated Agent at connectionsacademy-privacy@pearson.com. 
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To be effective, the Notice must include the following: 

• A physical or electronic signature of the owner, or a person authorized to act 

on behalf of the owner, ("Complaining Party") of an exclusive right that is 

allegedly being infringed upon; 

• Information reasonably sufficient to permit Pearson to contact the 

Complaining Party, such as an address, telephone number, and if available, 

an electronic mail address; 

• Identification of the allegedly infringing material on Pearson Online 

Classroom ("Infringing Material"), and information reasonably sufficient to 

permit Pearson to locate such material on Pearson Online Classroom; 

• Identification of the copyrighted work claimed to have been infringed upon 

("Infringed Material"), or if multiple copyrighted works on Pearson Online 

Classroom are covered by a single Notice, a list of each copyrighted work 

claimed to have been infringed (please be specific as to which Infringing 

Material is infringing on which Infringed Material); 

• A statement that the Complaining Party has a good faith belief that use of 

Infringing Material in the manner complained of is not authorized by the 

copyright owner, its agent, or the law; and 

• A statement that the information in the Notice is accurate, and under penalty 

of perjury, that the Complaining Party is the owner or is authorized to act on 

behalf of the owner of an exclusive right that is allegedly infringed. 

 

Trademarks 
Pearson Online Classroom contains trademarks and service marks of Pearson and 

of third parties. These marks may only be used in accordance with 

Pearson’s Trademark Usage Guidelines within the Website Terms of Use on the 

public website. For permission to use the Pearson name or logo or any Connections 

Academy marks outside of the Trademark Usage Guidelines, 

contact connectionsacademy-privacy@pearson.com. Any use of any Pearson or 

Connections Academy marks that does not comply with the Trademark Usage 

Guidelines is strictly prohibited. 

 

Links 
Pearson Online Classroom may contain links to other websites or other resources 

that are provided for the User's convenience. Unless otherwise noted, these linked 

sites are not under the control of Pearson and Pearson is not responsible for the 
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content available on third party-linked sites. Pearson makes no representations, 

warranties, or other commitments whatsoever about any third party websites or 

third party resources that may be referenced, accessible from, or linked to Pearson 

Online Classroom. A link to a website does not mean that Pearson endorses the 

content, the website owner or use of such website. In addition, Pearson is not a 

party to or responsible for any transactions the User may enter into with third 

parties, even if the User learns of such parties (or uses a link to such parties) from 

Pearson Online Classroom. Accordingly, the User acknowledges and agrees that 

Pearson is not responsible for the availability of such external websites or 

resources, except where specifically contracted for, and is not responsible or liable 

for any content, services, products, or other materials on or available from those 

websites or resources. 

 

Privacy 
You agree that your use of Pearson Online Classroom is also subject to the Privacy 

Policy, which is part of these Terms. 

 

Export Control 
Pearson controls and operates Pearson Online Classroom from its headquarters in 

the United States and makes no representation that the Content is appropriate or 

available for use in other locations. If you use Pearson Online Classroom from other 

locations, you are responsible for compliance with applicable state and federal 

laws, including, but not limited to, export and import control laws and regulations 

of the United States. No software from this site may be downloaded or otherwise 

exported or re-exported (i) into (or to a national or resident of) any country to which 

the U.S. has embargoed goods; or (ii) to anyone on the U.S. Treasury Department's 

list of Specially Designated Nationals or the U.S. Commerce Department's Table of 

Deny Orders. By downloading or connecting to Pearson Online Classroom, you 

represent and warrant that you are not located in, under the control of, or a 

national or resident of any such country or on any such list. 

 

Warranty and Other Disclaimers 
Pearson is committed to ensuring the accuracy of all information included in 

Pearson Online Classroom, subject to the following limitations: 

• Pearson will use reasonable efforts to keep the information current and to 

ensure the accuracy or completeness of materials available through Pearson 

Online Classroom. However, materials available through Pearson Online 

Appendices page 3837 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



Classroom are not promised or guaranteed to be correct, current, or 

complete, and may contain inaccuracies or typographical errors. 

• The User acknowledges that Pearson is not liable for the conduct of any 

party using Pearson Online Classroom or for any defamatory, offensive, 

infringing, or illegal materials contained on Pearson Online Classroom or in 

any Communication Service, and Pearson reserves the right to correct any 

errors or omissions and remove any materials from Pearson Online 

Classroom at its sole discretion and without liability of any kind. 

 

Disclaimer of Warranty 
USE OF PEARSON ONLINE CLASSROOM OR ANY COMMUNICATION SERVICE IS AT 

THE USER'S SOLE RISK. ALL MATERIALS, INFORMATION, PRODUCTS, SOFTWARE, 

PROGRAMS, AND SERVICES ARE PROVIDED "AS IS," WITH NO WARRANTIES OR 

GUARANTEES WHATSOEVER. PEARSON EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS TO THE FULLEST 

EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW ALL EXPRESS, IMPLIED, STATUTORY, AND OTHER 

WARRANTIES, GUARANTEES, OR REPRESENTATIONS, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 

LIMITATION, THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 

PURPOSE, AND NON-INFRINGEMENT OF PROPRIETARY AND INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY RIGHTS. WITHOUT LIMITATION, PEARSON MAKES NO WARRANTIES OR 

GUARANTEES THAT PEARSON ONLINE CLASSROOM WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED, 

TIMELY, SECURE, OR ERROR-FREE. THE USER UNDERSTANDS AND AGREES THAT IF 

THE USER DOWNLOADS OR OTHERWISE OBTAINS MATERIALS, INFORMATION, 

PRODUCTS, SOFTWARE, PROGRAMS, OR SERVICES, THE USER DOES SO AT THE 

USER'S OWN DISCRETION AND RISK AND THAT USER WILL BE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE 

FOR ANY DAMAGES THAT MAY RESULT, INCLUDING LOSS OF DATA OR DAMAGE TO 

THE USER'S COMPUTER SYSTEM. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE 

EXCLUSION OF WARRANTIES, SO THE ABOVE EXCLUSIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO THE 

USER. 

 

Limitation of Liability 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL PEARSON BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, 

PUNITIVE, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES THAT RESULT 

FROM THE USE OF OR INABILITY TO USE PEARSON ONLINE CLASSROOM OR ANY 

COMMUNICATION SERVICE. THIS LIMITATION APPLIES WHETHER THE ALLEGED 

LIABILITY IS BASED ON CONTRACT, TORT, NEGLIGENCE, STRICT LIABILITY, OR ANY 

OTHER BASIS, EVEN IF PEARSON HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 

DAMAGE. BECAUSE SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OR 
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LIMITATION OF INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, PEARSON’S LIABILITY 

IN SUCH JURISDICTIONS SHALL BE LIMITED TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 

 

Release 
THE USER HEREBY RELEASES AND FOREVER DISCHARGES PEARSON, ITS AFFILIATES, 

EMPLOYEES, CONTRACTORS, OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, AGENTS, SUCCESSORS, 

AND ASSIGNS ("RELEASED PARTIES"), FROM ALL ACTIONS, CAUSES OF ACTION, 

INJURIES, CLAIMS, DAMAGES, COSTS, OR EXPENSES OF ANY KIND GROWING OUT 

OF OR RELATED TO THE USER OR USER'S MINOR CHILD(REN)'S USE OF PEARSON 

ONLINE CLASSROOM OR ANY COMMUNICATION SERVICE. THE USER 

UNDERSTANDS THAT THIS IS A FULL AND COMPLETE RELEASE TO THE MAXIMUM 

EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW OF ALL CLAIMS AND DAMAGES TO WHICH YOU OR YOUR 

MINOR CHILD(REN) MAY HAVE AS A RESULT OF THEIR USE OF PEARSON ONLINE 

CLASSROOM REGARDLESS OF THE SPECIFIC CAUSE THEREOF. 

 

Indemnification 
Upon request by Pearson, the User agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 

Pearson and its affiliates, employees, contractors, officers, directors, third party 

content providers and licensors from all liabilities, claims, and expenses, including 

attorney's fees, which arise from the User's use or misuse of Pearson Online 

Classroom, Content, or any Communication Services. Pearson reserves the right, at 

its own expense, to assume the exclusive defense and control of any matter 

otherwise subject to indemnification by the User, in which event the User will 

cooperate with Pearson in asserting any available defenses. 

 

Governing Law, Choice of Law, and Forum 
The use of Pearson Online Classroom shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Maryland, excluding its conflicts of law 

rules. The User expressly agrees that the exclusive jurisdiction for any claim or 

action arising out of or relating to the User's use of Pearson Online Classroom shall 

be filed only in the state or federal courts located in the State of Maryland, and the 

User further agrees and submits to the exercise of personal jurisdiction of such 

courts for the purpose of litigating any such claim or action. 

 

Severability and Integration 
Except for other agreements signed by the User with Pearson, these Terms 

constitute the entire agreement between the User and Pearson with respect to use 
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of Pearson Online Classroom. If any part of these Terms is held invalid or 

unenforceable, that portion shall be construed in a manner consistent with 

applicable law to reflect, as nearly as possible, the original intentions of the parties, 

and the remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

Termination of Use 
If the User violates these Terms, the User may be barred from future use of 

Pearson Online Classroom and/or subject to legal action. Cause for such 

suspension, termination and/or deletion shall include, but not be limited to, (a) 

breaches or violations of the Terms, or of other incorporated agreements or 

guidelines, (b) requests by law enforcement or other government agencies, (c) a 

request by you (self-initiated account deletions), (d) discontinuance or material 

modification of Pearson Online Classroom (or any part thereof), (e) unexpected 

technical or security issues or problems, (f) extended periods of inactivity, and/or (g) 

engagement by you in fraudulent or illegal activities. Termination of your account 

may include (x) removal of access to all offerings within Pearson Online Classroom, 

(y) deletion of your password and all related information, files and content 

associated with or inside your account (or any part thereof), and (z) barring of 

further use of Pearson Online Classroom. Further, you agree that all terminations 

for cause shall be made in Connection's sole discretion and that Pearson shall not 

be liable to you or any third party for any termination of your account, or access to 

Pearson Online Classroom. 

 

Additional Terms Applicable to Users at Connections 

Academy Schools 

WebMail, Message Boards, School Equipment and Other Communication 

Services 

These terms apply to the use of any school and school-provided equipment. 

When using external communication services and/or tools, students must comply 

with the expectations provided by their teacher, school policies and the Honor 

Code. 

Pearson offers an internal email system, WebMail, through Pearson Online 

Classroom, as a service to certain Users in connection with those education 

programs that provide for webmail service. Webmail allows those Users to interact 

with other Webmail Users. Pearson cannot guarantee the security of any 

Appendices page 3840 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



information that such Users disclose in WebMail messages, and the Users do so at 

their own risk. Sent WebMail messages are accessible only to the author and 

recipients, as well as other authorized personnel for the purpose of maintaining 

system integrity and to ensure that Users are acting responsibly and legally as 

required by these Terms. WebMail messages are also not guaranteed to be private 

and may be monitored. Messages relating to or in support of illegal or obscene 

activities or that otherwise violate these Terms may be reported to the appropriate 

authorities and may result in the loss of privileges, removal from the User's 

respective education programs, and/or legal action. 

Pearson also operates academic Message Boards located within Pearson Online 

Classroom to facilitate the exchange of ideas, information, and opinions between 

Users whose respective education program provides access to Message Boards. 

These Users may only use the Message Boards for structured clubs, activities, and 

other educational uses as specified by each school department and as described on 

each Message Board. The Message Boards contain contributions that represent 

only the opinions of their respective authors and do not express the opinions of 

Pearson. Use of the Message Boards is subject to the rules governing their use as 

provided when accessing them (see also the Links section below). 

In addition to the WebMail system and the Message Boards, Pearson may from 

time to time offer chat areas and/or other message or communication functionality 

designed to enable Users to communicate with others (each a "Communication 

Service" and collectively "Communication Services"). The User agrees to use 

Communication Services only in compliance with these Terms and as described on 

each Communication Service to post, send, and receive messages and materials 

that are proper and, when applicable, related to the particular Communication 

Service. 

Any information that you submit to be posted to a Message Board or other 

Communication Service will be disclosed and available to all Users of that 

Communication Service and is, therefore, no longer private. We cannot guarantee 

the security of such information that you disclose or communicate online in public 

areas, and you do so at your own risk. Pearson does not control or endorse the 

content, messages, or information found in any Communication Service; therefore, 

Pearson specifically disclaims any liability with regard to the Communication 

Services and any actions resulting from a User's participation in any 

Communication Services. All participants acknowledge that any reliance upon such 

content shall be at the sole risk of the person so relying. 

Appendices page 3841 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



Although Pearson has no obligation to do so, Pearson reserves the right (i) to 

monitor anything posted to a Message Board or other Communication Services or 

anything sent via WebMail, and (ii) to remove anything which Pearson considers 

offensive or otherwise in breach of these Terms or for any other reason as Pearson 

deems necessary in its sole and absolute discretion. Pearson also reserves the right 

at all times to disclose any information as Pearson deems necessary to satisfy any 

disciplinary investigation, applicable law, regulation, legal process, or governmental 

request, or to edit, refuse to post, or to remove any information or materials, in 

whole or in part, at Pearson’s sole discretion. 

 

Use of School Work, Interviews, Photographs, and Videos 
Users may have the opportunity to provide material for inclusion in Pearson Online 

Classroom. This material may include the submission of work samples; 

participation in clubs; postings on the Message Boards; text or other submissions 

for newsletters, newspapers, and yearbooks; writing WebMail messages; etc. Users 

represent that they own and/or control all of the rights to User's own material and 

that the public use of such material will not violate or infringe on the rights of 

Pearson or any third party. 

Users may also have the opportunity to participate in a LiveLesson®. Pearson 

cannot guarantee the security of any information disclosed by voice or text in a 

LiveLesson session. Any information that a User submits or is captured in a 

LiveLesson session may be disclosed and available to all Users and is, therefore, no 

longer private. Parents or legal guardians are responsible for any information 

disclosed by their minor children. 

LiveLesson sessions may be recorded and used for instructional and demonstrative 

purposes. The User, for themself or the User’s minor child, hereby agrees to the 

recording of LiveLesson sessions in which the User participates. To the extent a 

User does not wish to participate in a recorded LiveLesson, recorded sessions are 

available to the User to view on demand. 
 

Appendices page 3842 Pennwood Cyber Charter School



APPENDIX G 

SUSTAINABLE SUPPORT 

 
 

     
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

    

  

 

  

    

  

 

 

  

    

  

 

 

  

    

  

 

 

  

    

  

 

   

  

    

  

   

  

    

  

   

  

    

   

  

This  appendix  includes  the  following:

• Letters of Support

o Senator Greg Rothman

o Senator David Argall

o Senator Mike Regan

o Representative Jesse Topper

o Representative Joshua Kail

o Representative Amen Brown

o Cook Center for Human Connection

o Gettysburg Community Theatre

o Carnegie Science Center

o NuMoola

• List of  712  Petition Signatures  from all 67 PA counties

• Total Count per Interest Group (Community Member,  Parent/Guardian, Student, Teacher) and 
County
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August 8, 2023 
  
Secretary Khalid Mumin 
Pennsylvania Department of Education  
333 Market Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17126  
  
Dear Secretary Mumin:  
  
I am writing to share my support for Pennwood Cyber Charter School’s (Pennwood) application. As more 
families seek out educational opportunities that align with their family’s personal needs and child’s unique 

learning style, it is imperative that Pennsylvania meets this increased demand with high-quality options. It 
is also imperative that Pennsylvania schools align with changing workforce trends. 
  
Pennwood’s application includes many strong and unique instructional components that will benefit 
students and prepare them for the future. For example, the school will host a mandatory 3-week term 
focusing on remediation, credit recovery and college/career preparation. Pennwood will also provide a 
unique focus on career and college preparedness in high school and will provide students in grade K-8 
with direct instruction focused on the state’s Career Education and Work Standards.   
 
The application also includes strengthened components centered around the FARM Eligible Meals, Student 
Engagement, Cook Center Mental Health, and Badging and Career Programs. In addition to these 
innovations, the school will ensure students are supported and successful through counselor, social worker, 
and engagement specialist supervision. 
   
I ask that you give Pennwood Cyber Charter’s application the highest consideration. More educational 
opportunities benefits parents, taxpayers, employers and most importantly students. Well-prepared students 
become well-rounded citizens that make a positive impact on the state and local economy for many years 
to come.  
 
If you have any questions regarding my support, please contact my office. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
  
  
Greg Rothman 
State Senator 
District 34 
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September 6, 2023 

 
Secretary Khalid Mumin  
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 
 
Dear Secretary Mumin, 
 
Pennwood Cyber Charter School (Pennwood), a cyber charter applicant has shared with me their 
plans to provide a unique educational environment for Pennsylvania students that will ensure 
engagement and academic success. 
 
Their application includes additional instruction time, test preparation and credit recovery, free 
meals for those who qualify, coordination with businesses and post-secondary institutions, and 
significant wrap around services to ensure student engagement. Pennwood has also partnered 
with the Cook Center for Human Connection to provide mental health services to families and 
teachers. 
 
As we continue to find ways to meet the individual needs of students in the classroom, I hope 
that you will give their application careful consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Senator David G. Argall 
Chairman, Senate Education Committee  
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September 1, 2023 

 
Secretary Khalid Mumin 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 

333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 

 
Dear Secretary Mumin: 

 
I am writing in support of Pennwood Cyber Charter School.  As more parents consider virtual 

education in the COVID-19 era, it is vital that the Commonwealth support these forms of 
education in order to ensure success for all of our students.  Many families in my district are 

looking towards charter schools like Pennwood to provide a distinctive type of education to 
prepare their kids to enter the workforce.  I know that families across Pennsylvania will benefit 
from the kind of educational opportunities that Pennwood provides.  
 
Pennwood’s operation is unique in that it focuses on career readiness and to that end offers an 
additional three-week term focused on career education and work standards.  As our 
Commonwealth faces a shortage in our workforce, these types of programs present a bright 

spot and a grand opportunity to teach our children about how to be contributing members of 
the workforce and how to hold family-sustaining jobs.  

 
These programs bring additional choices for parents in an age where kids who learn differently 
will benefit from different approaches to education.  Pennwood will provide an exceptional 
choice for families in my district who are looking for another way to educate their children in 
ways that best suit their needs. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this project.  I am proud to lend my support to 
Pennwood Cyber Charter School and the unique opportunity the school will provide.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike Regan 

Senator, 31st District 
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August 30, 2023 

 

Secretary Khalid Mumin  
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 

Dear Secretary Mumin: 

I am writing to make you aware of the Pennwood Cyber Charter School. I understand they will submit an 
application this fall. I believe the Board of Pennwood has built a high-quality application that builds 
support for students beyond the classroom. The additional resources include an extended school year, a 
meal program, mental health supports, state test preparation and career planning.  

While we continue to find ways to prepare Pennsylvania’s future workforce, we must make options like 

Pennwood available so that all students can find their individual success.  

Thank you in advance for your full consideration of this application. I hope you will agree that Pennwood 
will provide students with a high-quality cyber choice. 

Sincerely, 

 
Amen Brown, Member 
10th Legislative District 
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1955 W Grove Parkway Suite 300 

Pleasant Grove, Utah 84062 
 
August 30, 2023 
PA Charter School Office 
Attn: Randy Seely 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 
 
Distinguished member of the Pennsylvania Department of Education,  
 
I am writing to express the support of the Cook Center for Human Connection for 
the Pennwood Cyber Charter School application. Over the past several months, 
I've had an opportunity to meet with members of the Pennwood Board, and I am 
so excited to hear of their resolve to provide mental health services for all students 
and families.  
 
The partnership between Pennwood and the Cook Center is obvious in many 
ways, as our services are also available virtually. The wrap-around academic 
support that Pennwood, in partnership with Pearson, will provide, along with our 
relationship's support, will create a one–of–a–kind educational choice.  
 
If approved, I am confident that Pennwood will give Pennsylvania students the 
educational opportunity they deserve. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this application. 
Sincerely,  
 
Adele Winter 
VP, Advancement 
Cook Center for Human Connection 
CookCenter.org 
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Gettysburg 
Community 
Theatre 

J�fnd l'••ttr Singe l)oor .•• .t1tuf fl11en lil 

GCT Mission Statement: To inspire creativity and confidence, provide cultural enrichment, and instill 

a love of the theatre arts in people of ALL ages and abilities through quality education and 

performance. 

August 25, 2023 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Re: Pennwood Cyber Charter School 

As a leader in building creativity and confidence in Pennsylvania's youth, the Gettysburg 
Community Theatre promotes culture and a love of the theatre through quality education and 
performance. 

The Gettysburg Community Theatre looks forward to working with the students of Pennwood to 
provide opportunities for hands-on education and community involvement through a 
collaborative effort with the school. 

We recognize that sometimes a child needs a different environment in which to learn. A 

statewide, full-time virtual school aligned to college and career readiness with curriculum 
options that meets the needs of families wishing for their children to earn a jump start to a 
fruitful and rewarding career is most welcomed. The school will provide one more educational 
option for families and allow parents to play a larger role in their student success. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me personally. 

Founding Executive/ Artistic Director 

Chad@GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org 

717-334-2692 49 Yark Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325 
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APPENDIX H 

LETTERS OF INTENT TO SUPERINTENDENTS 

 
 

This appendix includes the following: 
 

• Letter of Intent to Superintendents: Example Letter 

• Letter of Intent sent to the Central York District 

• Mailing List of All District Addresses  
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Marc LeBlond 
Board President 
Pennwood Cyber Charter School 

 

 

Dear Superintendent Last Name (Column C), 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

    
 

Dear Superintendent Schoolnelle, 
 

I am writing to inform you that the founding board of trustees for Pennwood Cyber Charter School 
(Pennwood), a public cyber charter school, is applying to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
with the intention of opening for the 2024-2025 school year upon approval of authorization. 

Pennwood will offer an extensive Pennsylvania-approved college and career readiness curriculum, 
augmented with an added three-week term in which students in grades K-12 will have the opportunity 
to earn digital badges and credentials by completing projects and developing soft skills to be better 
prepared for career and/or post-secondary education. 

We look forward to developing a long-term partnership with you once a family decides to attend 
Pennwood from your district. We value a strong transition plan to ensure the student experience is as 
smooth and positive as possible, always keeping in mind what is best for the student and their family. 

We also want to keep in close contact with you as students enrolled in Pennwood will continue to have 
access to their local school district’s clubs, teams, and other extracurricular activities so long as they are 
able to fulfill all of the requirements of participation and Pennwood does not provide the same 
extracurricular activity. 

In short, Pennwood values an enduring and student-centered partnership with you from this day moving 
forward. 

Sincerely, 

August 23, 2023

Aubrie  Schoolnelle 
Superintendent
Moniteau  School  District 
1810 W Sunbury Road 
West Sunbury,  PA  16061

<Example of letter sent to 500
PA Superintendents/Districts>
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