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School Profile 

Demographics 
829 Milton Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15218 
(412)247-7970 
 
Phase: Phase 2 
CEO Name: Jon McCann 
CEO E-mail address: jon.mccann@environmentalcharterschool.org 
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Governance and Staff 

Leadership Changes 

Leadership changes during the past year on the Board of Trustees and in the school 
administration: 

In the 2012-13 school year Leigh Halverson was president of the Board of Trustees.   New board 
members included Daniel Abeshouse, Kevin Perkey, Costa Samras, Lya Laberge, Jodi Hirsh, and 
Amy Schrempf. 
Principals were hired for the Upper School (Steve Pellathy) and the Lower School (Tawana 
Cook). 

Board of Trustees Meeting Schedule 

Location Date and Time 

ECS Lower School 7/18/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 8/15/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 9/19/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 10/17/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 11/14/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 12/19/2012 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 1/16/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 2/20/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 3/20/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 3/20/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 4/17/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 5/15/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 6/19/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 7/16/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 8/21/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 9/18/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 10/16/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 11/13/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 12/18/2013 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 1/15/2014 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 2/19/2014 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 4/16/2014 6:30 PM 
ECS Lower School 5/21/2014 6:30 PM 
ECS Upper School 6/18/2014 6:30 PM 
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Professional Staff Member Roster 

Gayle Abrams   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 5 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Reading 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Ed Aiken   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 1 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 1 Team Teacher 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jennifer Baldacci (Thompson)   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Sp.Ed. N-12, Elem. K-6, English 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 6 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 6 Sp.Ed. English 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jennifer Bannon   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 6 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 6 English 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Michelle Bloomfield   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 3 Team Teacher 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Tamra Bouchard (Perrone)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Early Childhood 
N-3 

Grades Teaching or Serving 1 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 1 Math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Judy Brand   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification School Nurse 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided School nurse 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Becky  Brunger   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 3 math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
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Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Joe Burke   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Literacy coach 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Hilary Buttenfield   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Science 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 6 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 6 Science 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Caitlin Carey   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Biology 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 Science 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Sarah Cataldi   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 5 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 5 math 
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Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Carly Catello   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 2 Sp.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Tawana Cook   
PA Certified No 
Areas of Certification Principal 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Principal K-3 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Melanie Cowherd   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Integration coach 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Amanda Cribbs   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Math 7-9, Sci. 7-9, 
Principal N-12 

Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
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All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Assistant Principal 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Brittany Cunningham   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 4 long term sub. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Shavonne Davis   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 5 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 5 Sp.Ed. math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Heather Dessell (Hoak)   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 1 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 1 reading 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Trisha Doerr   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Math 
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7-9, English 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 Sp.Ed. math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Alexandra Duffy   
PA Certified No 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 5 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 5 long term sub. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Kate Ebersole (Dattilo)   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Dir. of Student Services 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Stacey Formal   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Math 
7-9, English 7-9 

Grades Teaching or Serving 6 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 6 Sp.Ed. Math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Stephanie Franklin   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 4 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Ashley Frye   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Assistant to the principal 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Adam Gagliotti   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Social Studies 
Grades Teaching or Serving Grade 6  
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 6 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Megan Gregory   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Health & Phys.Ed. 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Phys.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Katie Hain   

PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Early Childhood 
N-3 

Grades Teaching or Serving K 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Kindergarten 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jessie Handron   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Math Coach 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Todd Hoffman   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Social Studies 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Technology coach 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Vicky Hsieh   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Kindergarten 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
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Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Nick Kaczmarek   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification English 7-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 English 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

LaRon Kessler   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided PCA 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Michelle King   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Social Studies 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Beth Kravec   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elem. and Secon. Counselor 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Counselor 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
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Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jessica Kolano (Padezan)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Early 
Childhood N-3 

Grades Teaching or Serving K 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Kindergarten 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Vanessa Kucik (Jackson)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Math 7-9, 
Principal K-12 

Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Ass't. Principal 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jennifer Kulick   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, 
English 7-9 

Grades Teaching or Serving 2-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Gifted Coordinator 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Rebecca Lackner   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Math 7-9, English 
7-9 
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Grades Teaching or Serving 6 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided PCA 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Amy Lassiter   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 2 Math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Frank Linnelli   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 4 Sp.Ed. math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jamie Lovely (Riston)   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Music 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Music 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Deirdre Lynch   
PA Certified Yes 



15 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 3 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jessica Maxwell (Kohler)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Social 
Studies 

Grades Teaching or Serving 1 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 1 Sp.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Lauren McCaughan   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 1 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 1 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Amira McLemore (Wolfson)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, 
English 7-12 

Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Sp.Ed. coach 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Shannon Merenstein   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Art K-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Thinking Lab 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Danielle Meyer   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Kindergarten 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Laura Micco   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Enviro.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Shannon McGruff   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 2 Reading 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Tom Pasquale   

PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Health & Phys.Ed. 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Phys.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Steve Pellathy   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Principal K-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Principal 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Diane Pompa (Karachko)   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 2 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jennifer Porter   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving K 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Kindergarten 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
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Christy Purnell   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 4 Reading 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Martin Reidell   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Music 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Music 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Alexandra Rendulic   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Sp.Ed. N-12, English 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 Sp.Ed. English 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Tisa Schuit   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Rdg. Spec. 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Reading 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 20 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
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Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Sierra Serbin   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6 
Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 4 long term sub. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Nikole Sheaffer   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Principal N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving K-7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Dir. of Academics 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Rachel Sica (Meyer)   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12, 
Gen.Sci. 

Grades Teaching or Serving 2 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 2 Team Teacher 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Andrea Stewart   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12, 
Math 7-9 

Grades Teaching or Serving 4 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or Grade 4 Math 
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Services Provided 
Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Jerome Szpila   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Math 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 5 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 5 Inquiry 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Nick Tutolo   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Biology, Math 7-9 
Grades Teaching or Serving 7 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 7 Math 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Marissa Vogel   
PA Certified Yes 
Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 
Grades Teaching or Serving 3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Grade 3 Sp.Ed. 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  

Chelsea Young   
PA Certified Yes 

Areas of Certification Elementary K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12, 
Math 7-9 
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Grades Teaching or Serving K-3 
All Areas of Assignment, Subject Areas Teaching, or 
Services Provided Thinking Lab 

Number of Hours Annually Worked in Assignment 40 
Percentage of Time in Certified Position 100.0 
Percentage of Time in Areas Not Certified 0.0 
 
  
The professional staff member roster as recorded originally on the PDE-414 form 

XLS file uploaded. 

Quality of Teaching and Other Staff 
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Chief Academic 
Officer/Director 1.00 1.00    1.00 

Principal 2.00 2.00    2.00 
Assistant Principal 2.00 2.00    2.00 
Classroom Teacher (including 
Master Teachers) 30.00 30.00    30.00 

Specialty Teacher (including 
Master Teachers) 14.00 14.00    14.00 

Special Education Teacher 
(including Master Teachers) 12.00 12.00    12.00 

Special Education Coordinator 1.00 1.00    1.00 
Counselor 1.00 1.00    1.00 
Psychologist       
School Nurse 1.00 1.00    1.00 
Totals 64.00 64.00 0 0 0 64.00 
 

Further explanation: 

This narrative is empty. 
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Fiscal Matters 

Major Fundraising Activities 

Major fundraising activities performed this year and planned for next year: 

During the fifth school year of our charter school, the following fundraising activities occurred: 

• a $70,000 grant from the Fisher Fund continued to support the development of the 
Thinking Lab 

• the PCO fundraiser raised $15,000 to support the arts at ECS 

• the school received $18,216 from the Day of Giving 

 

Fiscal Solvency Policies 

Changes to policies and procedures to ensure and monitor fiscal solvency: 

Our charter school maintains several policies to ensure fiscal solvency.  

• First, we are aggressive about billing school districts in a timely manner for tuition 
reimbursement.  

• Second, we use, in partnership with the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the 
unipay system to receive tuition payments as soon as possible for students who are from the 
four school districts that do not reimburse our charter school directly.  

• Third, we effect timely payment of all bills within the billing cycle and thereby we have 
achieved a good credit rating.  

• Fourth, we are frugal, carefully purchasing only that which our charter school needs to 
operate effectively for our students, parents, staff and community.    

• Fifth, we applied for and received sales tax exemption. 

• Sixth, we have received from the Federal Internal Revenue Service our 501c3 status. 

• Seventh, we have partnered with Crawford Ellenbogan, a CPA firm, to review and 
develop systems for us. 

• Eighth, we use Maher Duessell to audit our books every year and follow any 
recommendations they have. 
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Fiscal Solvency Policies 

Charter School documents that describe policies and procedures that have been established to 
ensure and monitor fiscal solvency (optional if described in the narrative) 

No files have been uploaded. 

Accounting System 

Changes to the accounting system the charter school uses: 

The accounting system our charter school uses is Blackbaud Financial 
Edge.  When the accounts were established in our Blackbaud system, we aligned 
them with the Pennsylvania State Chart of Accounts for Pennsylvania Public 
Schools and the Annual Financial Report.  In this regard, we have utilized the 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles for budgeting, accounting and 
reporting.  

Preliminary Statements of Revenues, Expenditures & Fund Balances 
The completed and CEO signed Fiscal Template – Preliminary Statements of Revenues, 
Expenditures & Fund Balances 

PDF file uploaded. 

Financial Audits 
Basics 

Audit Firm: Maher Duessel 
Date of Last Audit: 11/01/2012 
Fiscal Year Last Audited: 2011-12 
 
  
Explanation of the Report 

Detailed explanation of the report (if the previous year’s report has been submitted.) Any audit 
report for a school year that precedes this annual report by more than 2 years is not acceptable 
and may be considered a material violation: 

The Board of Trustees has selected Maher Duessel, a Pittsburgh, PA firm that 
maintains offices at 3 Gateway Center, 15222, to conduct our annual audit.  The 
audit was completed in the fall of 2012 with the report received in November, 
2012.   The auditors found the financial statements presented fairly the financial 
position of the school.   A material weakness in internal control was in the area 
of account reconciliations.   Significant deficiencies in internal control were found 
in the area of segregation of duties.   These areas have been addressed over the 
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past year with the CPA firm of Crawford Ellenbogen of Allenby Ave. 15218 
assisting in correcting these deficiencies. 

  

Financial Audit Report 

The Financial Audit Report, which should include the auditor’s opinion and any findings resulting 
from the audit 

PDF file uploaded. 

  

Citations 

Financial audit citations and the corresponding Charter School responses 

Description Response 

 
  

Federal Programs Consolidated Review 
Basics 

Title I Status:  
Date of Last Federal 
Programs Consolidated 
Review: 

05/12/2011 

School Year Reviewed: 2010-11 
 
  
  
Federal Programs Consolidated Review Report 

The Federal Programs Consolidated Review Report, which should include the Division’s opinion 
and any findings resulting from the audit 

PDF file uploaded. 

  

Citations 

Federal Programs Consolidated Review citations and the corresponding Charter School 
responses 

Description Response 

 
  



25 

Special Education 

Chapter 711 Assurances 
The LEA agrees to comply with all requirements of Special Education outlined in 22 PA Code 
Chapter 711 and other state and federal mandates. These include: 

Implementation of a full range of services, programs and alternative placements available to the 
Charter School for placement and implementation of the special education programs in the 
Charter School. 

Implementation of a child find system to locate, identify and evaluate young children and 
children who are thought to be a child with a disability eligible for special education residing 
within the Charter School's jurisdiction. Child find data is collected, maintained and used in 
decision-making. Child find process and procedures are evaluated for their effectiveness. The 
Charter School implements mechanisms to disseminate child find information to the public, 
organizations, agencies and individuals on at least an annual basis. 

Assurances of students with disabilities are included in general education programs and 
extracurricular and non-academic programs and activities to the maximum extent appropriate in 
accordance with an Individualized Education Program. 

Following the state and federal guidelines for participation of students with disabilities in state 
and Charter School-wide assessments including the determination of participation, the need for 
accommodations and the methods of assessing students for whom regular assessment is not 
appropriate. 

Assurance of funds received through participation in the medical assistance reimbursement 
program, ACCESS, will be used to enhance or expand the current level of services and programs 
provided to students with disabilities in this local education agency. 

Special Education Support Services 
Support Service Location Teacher FTE 

Special Education coordinator ECS Upper School 1 
Special Education teacher ECS Upper School 6 
Special Education Teacher ECS Lower School 4 
 
  

Special Education Contracted Services 
Title Amt. of Time per 

Week 
Operator Number of 

Students 

Occupational Therapy 6 Hours Intermediate 
Unit 

10 or fewer 

Physical Therapy 2.5 Hours Intermediate 
Unit 

10 or fewer 

School Psychologist 0.5 Days Intermediate 10 or fewer 
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Unit 
Speech/Language 
Therapy 

18 Hours Intermediate 
Unit 

33 

 
  

Special Education Cyclical Monitoring 

Date of Last Special Education Cyclical Monitoring: 04/06/2011 
Link to Report (Optional): Not Provided 
 
  
Special Education Cyclical Monitoring Report 

The Special Education Cyclical Monitoring Report, which should include the Bureau’s findings 

PDF file uploaded. 
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Facilities 

Fixed assets acquired by the Charter School during the past fiscal year 

Fixed assets acquired by the Charter School during the past fiscal year: 

Furniture, fixtures and equipment acquired during the fiscal year follow: (1) 
classroom desks, chairs, files, cabinets, AV equipment, carts, literature 
organizers, overhead projectors, lateral files, bookcases, and bulletin boards;   
(2) Additional desktops, laptop computers, and iPads were purchased. 

The total Charter School expenditures for fixed assets during the identified fiscal year: 

$162,900.00 

Facility Plans and Other Capital Needs 

The Charter School’s plan for future facility development and the rationale for the various 
components of the plan: 

The current Park Place facilities are in excellent condition and no significant 
capital needs, other than those necessary for routine maintenance that can be 
provided via the facility maintenance fund that is part of our five-year budget 
pro-forma, are expected.  The Regent Square facilities will be painted (all 
classrooms), new furniture will be purchased, and the restrooms will be 
refurbished over the summer, 2013.  This is part of the strategic plan to upgrade 
all facilities.   Future plans include remodeling the auditorium and the cafeteria. 

Memorandums of Understanding 

Organization Purpose 

Pittsburgh Bureau of Police This is to support our school safety plan. 
 
  
 































































































































































































PDE-414 

Complete the following information for all professional staff members.

Staff 

No.

Name of employee  (List all names in 

alphabetical order)

PPID# 

/Certificate#  

DO NOT 

ENTER 

SSN Areas of Certification Type of Certificate

Greades 

Teaching or 

Serving

All Areas of Assigjment 

Subject Areas Teaching or 

Services Provided

Number of 

Hours 

Worked in 

Assignment

Percentage 

of Time in 

Certified 

Position

Percentage 

of Time in 

Areas Not 

Certified

1 Abrams, Gayle Elem. K-6 5 Reading 40 100 0
2 Aiken, Ed Elem. K-6 1 Grade 1 Team Teacher 40 100 0
3 Baldacci (Thompson), Jennifer Sp.Ed. N-12, Elem. K-6, English 7-9 6 Grade 6 Sp.Ed. Eng. 40 100 0
4 Bannon, Jennifer Elem. K-6 6 Grade 6 English 40 100 0
5 Bloomfield, Michelle Elem. K-6 3 Grade 3 Team Teacher 40 100 0
6 Bouchard (Perrone), Tamra Elem. K-6, Early Child. N-3 1 Grade 1 Math 40 100 0
7 Brand, Judy School Nurse K-7 School nurse 40 100 0
8 Brunger, Becky Elem. K-6 3 Grade 3 Math 40 100 0
9 Burke, Joe Elem. K-6 K-7 Literacy Coach 40 100 0

10 Buttenfield, Hilary Elem. K-6, Sci. 7-9 6 Grade 6 Science 40 100 0
11 Carey, Caitlin Elem. K-6, Bio. 7-9 7 Grade 7 Science 40 100 0
12 Cataldi, Sarah Elem. K-6 5 Grade 5 Math 40 100 0
13 Catello, Carly Sp.Ed. N-12 2 Grade 2 Sp.Ed. 40 100 0
14 Cook, Tawana K-3 K-3 Principal 40 100 0
15 Cowherd, Melanie Elem. K-6 K-7 Inquiry Coach 40 100 0
16 Cribbs, Amanda Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, Sci. 7-9, Prin. N-12 Gr. 4-7 Grade 6 Math, Ass't. 40 100 0
17 Cunningham, Brittany Elem. K-6 4 Grade 4 long term sub. 40 100 0
18 Davis, Shavonne Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 5 Grade 5 Sp.Ed. Math 40 100 0
19 Dessell (Hoak), Heather Elem. K-6 1 Grade 1 Reading 40 100 0
20 Doerr, Trisha Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, English 7-9, Sp.Ed. N-12 7 Grade 7 Sp.Ed. Math 40 100 0
21 Duffy, Alexandra Elem. K-6 5 Grade 5 long term sub. 40 100 0
22 Ebersole (Dattilo), Kate Sp.Ed. N-12 K-7 Dir. Of Student 40 100 0
23 Formal, Stacey Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Math 7-9, English 7-9 6 Grade 6 Sp.Ed. Math 40 100 0
24 Franklin, Stephanie Elem. K-6 4 Grade 4 Inquiry 40 100 0
25 Frye, Ashley Elem. K-6 K-3 Ass't. to the principal 40 100 0
26 Gagliotti, Adam Social Studies 6 Grade 6 Inquiry 40 100 0
27 Gregory, Megan Health & Phys. Ed. K-12 K-3 Phys. Ed. 40 100 0
28 Hain, Katie Elem. K-6, Early Child. N-3 K Kindergarten 40 100 0
29 Handron, Jessie Elem. K-6 K-7 Math Coach 40 100 0
30 Hoffman, Todd Social Studies K-7 Technology Coach 40 100 0
31 Hsieh, Vicky Elem. K-6 3 Grade 3 Reading 40 100 0
32 Kaczmarek, Nick English 7-12 7 Grade 7 English 40 100 0
33 Kessler, LaRon Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 2 PCA 40 100 0
34 King, Michelle Social Studies 7 Grade 7 Inquiry 40 100 0
35 Kravec, Beth Elem. And Secon. Counselor K-7 Counselor 40 100 0
36 Kolano (Padezan), Jessica Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Early Childhood N-3 K Kindergarten 40 100 0
37 Kucik (Jackson), Vanessa Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, Principal K-12 7-Apr Ass't. Principal 40 100 0

                      (Name of School)                                                                                         (School Year)     (Date of Report)

CERTIFICATION VERIFICATION FORM    _____Environmental Charter School at Frick Park  2012-13  7/15/13__________________________________________________________________________________________



38 Kulick, Jennifer Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, Sp.Ed. N-12 7-Feb Gifted Coordinator 40 100 0
39 Lackner, Rebecca Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, English 7-9, Sp.Ed. N-12 6 PCA 40 100 0
40 Lassiter, Amy Elem. K-6 2 Grade 2 Math 40 100 0
41 Linnelli, Frank Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 4 Grade 4 Sp.Ed. Math 40 100 0
42 Lovely, Jamie Music 7-Apr Music 40 100 0
43 Lynch, Deirdre Elem. K-6 3 Grade 3 Inquiry 40 100 0
44 Maxwell (Kohler) Elem. K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12, Social Studies 1 Grade 1 Sp.Ed. 40 100 0
45 McCann, Jon Elem. K-12, Principal N-12 K-7 CEO 40 100 0
46 McCaughan, Lauren Elem. K-6 1 Grade 1 Inquiry 40 100 0
47 McLemore (Wolfson) Elem. K-6, English 7-12, Sp.Ed. N-12 K-7 Sp.Ed. Coach 40 100 0
48 Merenstein, Shannon Art K-12 K-3 Thinking Lab 40 100 0
49 Meyer, Danielle Elem. K-6 K Kindergarten 40 100 0
50 Micco, Laura Elem. K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12 Grades 4-7 Enviro. Ed. 40 100 0

51 McGruff (Shupak), Shannon Elem. K-6 2 Grade 2 Reading 40 100 0
52 Pasquale, Tom Health & Phys. Ed. K-12 Grades 4-7 Phys. Ed. 40 100 0

53 Pellathy, Steve Principal K-12 Grades 4-7 Principal 40 100 0
54 Pompa (Karichko), Diane Elem. K-6, Enviro.Ed. K-12 2 Grade 2 Inquiry 40 100 0

55 Porter, Jennifer Elem. K-6 K Kindergarten 40 100 0
56 Purnell, Christy Elem. K-6 4 Grade 4 Reading 40 100 0

57 Reidell, Marty Music, Elem. K-6 K-3 Music 40 100 0
58 Rendulic, Alexandra English 7-9, Sp.Ed. N-12 7 Grade 7 Sp.Ed. English 40 100 0

59 Schuit, Tisa Elem. K-6, Rdg. Spec. K-3 Reading Support 20 100 0
60 Serbin, Sierra Elem. K-6 4 Long term sub. 40 100 0

61 Sheaffer, Nikole Elem. K-6, Principal K-12 K-7 Dir. Of Academics 40 100 0
62 Sica (Meyer), Rachel Elem. K-6, Gen.Sci., Envir. Ed. K-12 2 Grade 2 Team Teacher 40 100 0

63 Stewart, Andrea Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, Enviro.Ed. K-12 4 Grade 4 Math 40 100 0
64 Szpila, Jerome Elem. K-6, Math 7-9 5 Grade 5 Inquiry 40 100 0

65 Tutolo, Nick Biology, Math 7-9 7 Grade 7 Math 40 100 0
66 Vogel, Marissa Elem K-6, Sp.Ed. N-12 3 Grade 3 Sp.Ed. 40 100 0

67 Young, Chelsea Elem. K-6, Math 7-9, Enviro.Ed. K-12 K-3 Thinking Lab 40 100 0

Total Number of Administrators (do not include CEO) ____7______

Total Number of Teachers ____53______  Counselors ____1______  School Nurses ___1_______  Others ___4_______

Total Number of Professional Staff ___66_______  

PA Department of Education, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA  17126-0333
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