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Cooperating to Achieve Success

	Strand:
	13.3
	Career Retention and Advancement

	CEW Standard
	13.3.5.B:
	Explain the importance of working cooperatively with others at both home and school to complete a task.


Grade Level: 5th Grade 
Approximate Time: One 45-minute class period
Big Ideas:
· Career retention and advancement is dependent upon students’ interpersonal skills, work habits, attitudes, and effective time management skills.
Essential Questions:
· Why is working with others an essential component in the work force?
Vocabulary
· Cooperation - The process of working together to the same end
· Teamwork - The combined action of a group of people, esp. when effective and efficient
Rationale
	In most jobs today, people must rely on others for productivity purposes. If we cannot get along with our colleagues, we cannot be successful as individuals.


Objectives
	Objectives
	Method of Summative Evaluation

	1. Students will analyze and reflect upon a cooperative experience of being led by another with 100% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.
	Written evaluation – teacher review of graphic organizer


Resources
1.	YouTube video - Liquid Kids: Cooperation Virtue Video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsfqXLKpG1c
2.	Graphic Organizer - Cooperation: Why It Matters
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Computer/Laptop/Tablet
2. Projector and screen
3. About fifteen bandanas
Instructional Procedures
	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/ Materials
	Related Skills

	Objective 1 - Students will analyze and reflect upon a cooperative experience of being led by another with 100% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.

	Introduction

	Show your students a short YouTube clip on cooperation. Then ask your students to talk with a partner about this question, “Why is it important to work cooperatively with others?” Give them one to two minutes to discuss this question. Ask each pair to share one of their reasons with the class as you write their response on the board. Then explain to the students what their activity will be for the lesson.
	Resource 1
Equipment 1 
Equipment 2
	


	Activity

	Pair up your students and tell one student to blindfold themselves (if school policy allows) or close their eyes. Give the seeing student a route within the school that they must take the “blind” student on successfully without touching them. Instruct the seeing student to verbally tell the “blind” student when something/someone is in the way, when they need to turn, etc. Explain that once the pair has navigated the school route, the roles will reverse and a new route will be given to the pair. Once each of your students has played both roles, have each individual student complete the graphic organizer Cooperation: Why it Matters. As a class, have a few of the students share their answers to the last question on the organizer to make sure they understand the benefits of cooperation.
	Resource 2
Equipment 3
	13.3.5 B

	Assessment

	Assess the students’ work by observing their completed graphic organizer, which includes their feedback on the experience and their reflection about the activity.
	Resource 2
	



Formative Assessment
In the introduction, to insure that students understood the meaning and importance of cooperation, the teacher, as a class, had students share their answers to the activity on the board.
Suggested Instructional Strategies
Active Engagement, Auditory, Explicit Instruction, Kinesthetic/Tactile, Nonlinguistic Representation, Verbal/Linguistic, Visual/Spatial, Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Extended Thinking, Recall, Skill/Concept), Higher Order Thinking (Analyze, Application, Comprehension, Knowledge)
WHERE TO
	W
	This lesson will help the students identify how important it is to work with others. The activity will allow the students to see how without the cooperation of their peer, they may fail to succeed in the blindfold activity. The introduction to the lesson informs them of this concept and how the activity will be conducted.

	H
	The video in the introduction will allow them to see that when they work together, tasks are completed more quickly. If the pair works against each other, the longer it may take them to complete the task at hand. The connection will be made to jobs they may have to do cooperatively at school and home.

	E
	Students will gain the required information through simulating a task where one student must rely on the other student to guide them on an unknown path while blindfolded. The blindfolded student needs to trust his or her non-blindfolded counterpart.

	R
	Reflection is the most essential part of this lesson. Completing the graphic organizer will allow students the opportunity to reflect on their blindfolded experience and their reliance on others to help. The discussion after the completion of the organizer will assure students have thought about the correct concept.

	E
	Students will exhibit their understanding by completing both the activity and the summarizing graphic organizer, which asks them to reflect on their experience during the activity. The organizer will guide them through the activity, their experiences, and how they felt throughout it. The final discussion following completion of the organizer will help to summarize the concept.

	T
	This lesson offers a variety of activities where students will be working with other students to help each other complete a task. These include paired and whole group discussion and working in pairs. After the short film, the pairs will discuss, then the whole class will discuss. During the activity, the pairs will work together in order to complete a task. Selective pairing could be used to assist students with special needs. Responses for the organizer could be given orally for students with writing disabilities.




	O
	The lesson starts with an introduction to the topic and ends with a class summarizing discussion and teacher evaluation of the graphic organizer. In between is an engaging activity that demonstrates the topic and completion of a graphic organizer that helps students to connect the topic and the activity.
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Cooperation: Why It Matters
Directions: Once you and your partner have completed this cooperative activity, fill in each part of the graphic organizer below. Each person should individually complete this organizer.

	Blindfolded/Eyes Closed
	Not Blindfolded/Eyes Open

	The two easiest elements about this activity were:
1.


2.


	The two most difficult elements about this activity were:
1.


2.



	The two easiest elements about this activity were:
1.


2.


	The two most difficult elements about this activity were:
1.


2.



	Write three complete sentences to answer these questions: “Why was cooperation so important in this activity? How different would your experience have been if you didn’t have you “seeing” partner?” (Note: If needed, continue on the back)
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