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Lesson Planning Guide
Entrepreneurial Character – Is It In YOU?

	Strand:
	13.4
	Entrepreneurship

	CEW Standard
	13.4.5.B:
	Discuss the entrepreneurial character traits of historical or contemporary entrepreneurs.

	Other Standards:
	CC.1.2.5.G; CC.1.4.5.A; CC.1.4.5.C; CC.1.4.5.F


Grade Level: 5th Grade
Approximate Time: Two 45-minute class periods
Big Ideas:
· Entrepreneurs tend to exemplify unique combinations of personal characteristics that tend to distinguish them from other people.
Essential Questions:
· What are common entrepreneurial character traits?
Vocabulary
· Entrepreneur - A person who starts a business and is willing to risk loss in order to make money
· Character - One of the attributes or features that make up and distinguish an individual
· Tolerant - Exhibiting tolerance; being able to allow or accept something unpleasant or harmful
· Brave - Having or showing courage
· Organized - Arranged or planned in a particular way
· Flexible – Willing to change or try new things
· Determined – Having a strong feeling that you are going to do something and that you will not allow anyone or anything to stop you
· Confident – Having a feeling or belief that you can do something well or succeed at something
· Focused – A state or condition permitting clear perception or understanding
· Passionate - Having, showing, or expressing strong emotions or beliefs
Rationale
	RATIONALE: Students will be introduced to what it means to be an entrepreneur, and how the spirit, personality traits and skills possessed by successful, enterprising individuals can lead to success in business and in life. The self-motivation and drive it takes to be a successful entrepreneur can transfer throughout all facets of life. Even if being an entrepreneur is not one’s personal ambition, understanding and embracing the common characteristics entrepreneurs generally possess can lead to academic and professional success regardless of one’s chosen path. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:  This lesson serves as a springboard for an 8th grade lesson titled, “Entrepreneurial Character:  Is it in THEM?”, and lays the foundational knowledge that is utilized and expanded upon within that lesson. Additionally, student work produced within this lesson will be saved within the e-portfolio established in the 5th grade lesson titled, “The Necessities for Success”. 


Objectives
	Objectives
	Method of Summative Evaluation

	1. Given a list of character traits, students will be able to provide definitions and a measure of self-evaluation regarding the degree to which they possess each trait with 100% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.
	Written evaluation  - Teacher review of completed activity sheets

	2. Given a character trait, students will be able to identify and justify why they believe a selected famous person (historical or contemporary) possesses that trait with 90% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher and rubric.
	Written evaluation & rubric - Teacher evaluation of student writing sample and multimedia project rubric

	3. Given a variety of quotes by successful entrepreneurs, students will be able to read, analyze and determine what entrepreneurial character trait(s) each quote exemplifies with 80% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.
	Written evaluation – teacher review of completed activity sheets


Resources
1.	Video – What is an Entrepreneur?
Young Americans Center for Financial Education/YouTube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqjMKTaEFd4
NOTE: If this video is unavailable search YouTube for the word “Entrepreneur” to find a suitable replacement.
2.	Entrepreneurial Character Trait Cards
See attached
3.	Activity Packet - Entrepreneurial Character – Is It In YOU?
See attached
4.	Rubric – Multimedia Project
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Computer or tablet device with Internet access
2. Projector
3. Printer
4. Multimedia presentation program (Keynote, PowerPoint, or another related app)
Instructional Procedures
	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/ Materials
	Related Skills

	Objective 1 - Given a list of character traits, students will be able to provide definitions and a measure of self-evaluation regarding the degree to which they possess each trait with 100% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.

	Activating Strategy/ Introduction
	Share with students, the video, “What Is an Entrepreneur?” At the conclusion of the video, engage in a brief class discussion that results in the class generating a “word splash” (collection of key terms/concepts written large and in a random manner, posted for all students to see) on the board listing a variety of terms that come to students’ minds when they hear the word “entrepreneur.”
	Resource 1
Equipment 1 Equipment 2
	13.4.5B


	Activity
	Separate the class in to eight groups. Cut and distribute Entrepreneur Character Trait Cards, one to each group. Each student should also receive the “Entrepreneurial Character – Is It In YOU?” activity packet.
In their groups, instruct students to work on generating an original definition for the trait. After the group-generated definition has been established, allow students to go online to research a formal definition.  As part of defining and describing the trait, instruct each group to compose 3 of their own examples that illustrate what they believe this trait would look like as demonstrated by someone in academics, in a profession and in day-to-day life. These additional examples should be recorded on the back of each student’s current packet page.
Students will then participate in a self-assessment, determining on a rating scale to what extent they possess that given trait, and providing a two to three sentence personal explanation justifying their chosen rating. Each student’s personal explanation should also be recorded on the back of the current packet page.
	Resource 2
Resource 3
Equipment 1
	13.4.5B
CC.1.2.5.G CC.1.4.5.A

	Objective 2 – Given a character trait, students will be able to identify and justify why they believe a selected famous person (historical or contemporary) possesses that trait with 90% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.

	Activity

	Using knowledge of the assigned entrepreneur character trait, each group of students will then determine a famous individual (historical or contemporary) who they believe possesses that trait, and generate a five to eight sentence summary providing evidence that justifies the selection. Summaries should be written on a separate sheet of paper or typed and printed. Research may be conducted online or via print resources. 
	Resource 3
Equipment 1

	13.4.5B
CC.1.2.5.G CC.1.4.5.A
CC.1.4.5.F



	
	Each group will create a three-slide multimedia presentation that briefly outlines the trait, its definition/description, the famous individual selected (including an image), and evidence to support their selection. Presentations should be clear and concise, lasting no more than three to five minutes.  Before students start their work, review the Multimedia Project Rubric with the class and instruct them to utilize it as a guide when creating their presentation.  
	Resource 3
Resource 4
Equipment 1
Equipment 2
Equipment 4


	13.4.5B
CC.1.2.5.G CC.1.4.5.A
CC.1.4.5.C 
CC.1.4.5.F

	
	Have groups share their presentations with the class. As presentations are shared, those not in the presenting group should be recording the details of all other entrepreneurial character traits (7), other than that to which they were assigned. Details of each should be recorded in the areas provided on the Entrepreneurial Character – Is It In YOU? packet, thus providing a comprehensive compilation of all eight entrepreneurial character traits. 
	Resource 3
Equipment 1
Equipment 3 Equipment 4

	13.4.5B
CC.1.2.5.G CC.1.4.5.A
CC.1.4.5.C 


	Objective 3 - Given a variety quotes by successful entrepreneurs, students will be able to read, analyze and determine what entrepreneurial character trait(s) each quote exemplifies with 80% accuracy as evaluated by the teacher.

	Activity
	Each group of students will be presented with a collection of quotes from successful entrepreneurs. Each quote will exemplify one or more of the character traits typically possessed by successful entrepreneurs. Students will be charged with the task of accurately identifying the corresponding entrepreneurial character trait(s) necessary or exemplified by the individual’s quote. Students are also responsible for providing justification for their choice(s). Responses will be shared; correct responses will be recorded by all students. It is recommended that the instructor or designated student record all responses electronically as they are shared, so they are able to be projected for the class to see and use.
	Resource 3
Equipment 1
Equipment 2


	13.4.5B
CC.1.2.5.G 


	Summarization
	Using their completed graphic organizers, students will conclude by rating themselves in regards to the level at which they believe they exemplify each of the eight character traits studied.
	Resource 3
	13.4.5B




Formative Assessment
Throughout the lesson’s activities students are completing a graphic organizer which collects the information required to complete the objective. This document is used by the teacher to provide the feedback students need to move forward. In summarization exercises for the last two objectives that require the students to identify entrepreneurial character traits, students share their results with the class, giving the teacher an opportunity to provide helpful feedback.
Suggested Instructional Strategies
Active Engagement, Auditory, Explicit Instruction, Metacognition, Nonlinguistic Representation, Project Based Learning, Verbal/Linguistic, Visual/Spatial, Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Extended Thinking, Skill/Concept), Higher Order Thinking (Analyze, Application, Comprehension, Creation/Synthesis, Evaluation, Knowledge)
Other Related Resources
None
WHERE TO
	W
	This lesson begins with a video of young entrepreneurs (children and teens) who discuss entrepreneurial character traits. Shortly thereafter, students are charged with the task of assessing themselves in relationship to a particular entrepreneurial character trait. As the lesson progresses, students are given the task of assessing themselves with regards to a collection of eight key entrepreneurial character traits. Throughout this process, students are required to record all information on graphic organizers within an activity packet, as information collected by collaborative groups is shared with the class. A small group, multimedia project will also be assessed using a rubric.

	H
	Students’ interests will be hooked and maintained via a variety of methods. First, students will watch a video that depicts child entrepreneurs who are very close in age to them, encouraging a personal connection and confidence that “If they could do it, maybe I can, too.” Students will also be asked to complete self-assessments that will deepen their understanding of the level to which they possess entrepreneurial character traits. Personal choice is also embedded within the lesson, as students are asked to select and evaluate traits of famous individuals. A multimedia component will also be especially engaging to those who are hands-on learners or those who thrive when utilizing technology. The lesson concludes as students analyze the quotes of entrepreneurs, many of whom head companies with which they are familiar.

	E
	Active engagement will occur frequently through group interactions and collaborative tasks. Students are also engaged as they must self-assess, drawing upon their awareness of their own skills, abilities and traits.   Throughout the lesson, activities are varied, as students are required to actively participate in research, group discussions, the creation of a multimedia presentation and personal evaluation.

	R
	At different points within the lesson, students must reflect upon to what degree they possess the key entrepreneurial character traits that are at the heart of this lesson. The ability to do so will require a clear, thorough understanding and working definition of what those traits “look like.” As they work through this process, they will have the assistance of a graphic organizer and rubric to serve as guides.

	E
	The summative assessments for this lesson will include the completion of an activity packet and the graphic organizer contained within, as well as completion of a multimedia project. As part of their packet, students will complete a graphic organizer that requires them to evaluate their own character traits.

	T
	For the bulk of this lesson, students will be working collaboratively and can assume a role within the group that best meets their individual needs. Additionally, a variety of learning styles are addressed, as students must watch, listen, read, write and perform hands-on tasks. Tasks are assigned in chunks, class discussion follows, and all responses (except for those that are student self-evaluations) are recorded electronically for the class to see and record. While the topic of character traits is one that will easily fit with those with intrapersonal intelligence, the collaborative nature of the lesson will be appealing to those characterized by interpersonal intelligence. The hands-on creation of the multimedia project will be especially engaging for students who possess bodily-kinesthetic intelligence. Furthermore, adaptations and modifications can be made to this lesson based on individual student IEPs.

	O
	The logical progression of this lesson starts with students making a personal connection, focusing on one, single character trait. It concludes in a manner that requires careful consideration of a collection of seven additional key traits, and the degree to which they possess each. They are guided through this process via a variety of collaborative activities, including the completion of graphic organizers and a small multimedia project that is shared with the class.


______________________________
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Entrepreneurial Character Trait Cards

	
tolerant

	
determined


	
brave

	confident

	organized
	
focused


	flexible
	
passionate
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Name: _______________________________________________________________________   Date: _________________
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Is It In YOU?



PART 1 - DIRECTIONS:  Record your responses in the chart provided, as prompted 
                                          by your instructor.   
	CHARACTER
TRAIT
	Student
Definition
	Formal
Definition
	Historical or Contemporary Individual With This Trait
	
Level to Which I Possess This Trait

	1. determined
	



	 

	




	
1  –  maybe a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot

	2. passionate
	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot
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	CHARACTER
TRAIT
	Student
Definition
	Formal
Definition
	Historical or Contemporary Individual With This Trait
	
Level to Which I Possess This Trait


	4. tolerant
               (of uncertainty)
	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot


	5. focused
       (vision)
	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot


	6. confident

	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot


	7. flexible  

	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot


	8.   brave
       (risk-taking)

	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot

	9. organized 

	
	
	
	
1  –  just a little
2  –  some what 
3  –  a lot







PART 2 - DIRECTIONS:  Carefully read and consider the quotes of entrepreneurs in the left column. Then, identify the entrepreneurial character trait(s) exemplified by the statement and list those in the column on the right.  Be prepared to justify reasons for the traits you selected.  You may make additional notes in the right hand column, as needed. 

	“Quote”
	Entrepreneurial Character Trait(s) Exemplified

	1
	“High expectations are the key to everything.”  
- Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart
	




	2
	“Find something you love and do it better than everyone else.”
– Gurbaksh Chahal, RadiumOne
	

	3
	“Focusing on one thing and doing it really, really well can get you very far.”
– Kevin Systrom, Instagram
	

	4
	“Anything can be done, as long as you truly believe it.”
– Ashley Qualls, WhateverLife
	

	5
	
“I didn’t see it then, but it turned out that getting fired from Apple was the best thing that could have ever happened to me. The heaviness of being successful was replaced by the lightness of being a beginner again, less sure about everything. It freed me to enter one of the most creative periods of my life.”
-Steve Jobs, Apple
	

	6
	
“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.” 
- Thomas Edison, inventor
	

	7
	
“Every startup should address a real and demonstrated need in the world. If you build a solution to a problem lots of people have, it’s so easy to sell your product to the world.”
– Kevin Systrom, Instagram
	

	8
	
“If you’re not making mistakes, then you’re not making decisions.”
-Catherine Cook, MyYearbook
	





	9
	
“When you reach an obstacle, turn it into an opportunity. You have the choice. You can overcome and be a winner, or you can allow it to overcome you and be a loser. The choice is yours and yours alone. Refuse to throw in the towel. Go that extra mile that failures refuse to travel. It is far better to be exhausted from success than to be rested from failure.” 
– Mary Kay Ash, founder of Mary Kay Cosmetics
	

	10
	
“You just have to pay attention to what people need and what has not been done.”

- Russell Simmons, Founder, Def Jam
	

	11
	
“What do you need to start a business? Three simple things: know your product better than anyone. Know your customer, and have a burning desire to succeed.”

-Dave Thomas, Founder, Wendy’s
· 
	

	12
	
“Always deliver more than expected.”

-Larry Page, Co-founder, Google
· 
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MULTIMEDIA PROJECT RUBRIC:
ENTREPRENEURIAL CHARACTER TRAITS

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent.
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good.
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors.
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors.

	Organization
	Content is well organized using headings or bulleted lists to group related material.
	Uses headings or bulleted lists to organize, but the overall organization of topics appears flawed.
	Content is logically organized for the most part.
	There was no clear or logical organizational structure, just lots of facts.

	Mechanics
	No misspellings or grammatical errors.
	Three or fewer misspellings and/or mechanical errors.
	Four misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	More than 4 errors in spelling or grammar.

	TOTAL:
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