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Want Success?  Be an Entrepreneur!

	Strand:
	13.4
	Entrepreneurship

	CEW Standard
	13.4.8.B:
	Evaluate how entrepreneurial character traits influence career opportunities.

	Other Standards:
	13.1.8.A; CC.1.8.G; CC.1.2.5.G; CC.1.2.8.L; CC.1.4.8.A


Grade Level: 8th Grade 
Approximate Time: One 45-minute class period
Big Ideas:
· Entrepreneurs tend to exemplify unique combinations of personal characteristics that tend to distinguish them from other people.
Essential Questions:
· What character traits do Entrepreneurs possess and how do those traits transfer to any goal you might have?
Vocabulary
· Entrepreneur - Person who organizes and operates a business or businesses, taking on greater than normal financial risks in order to do so
· Tenacity - Persistence, determination, perseverance
· Tolerance of Ambiguity - Ability to handle uncertainty in a neutral and open way
· Passion - Strong commitment to and motivation toward an end goal
· Vision - Ability to see potential outcomes (focus, direction)
· Organization - Ability to arrange things into a structured order, making them easily accessible in the future
· Flexibility - Ability to remain open to other possibilities and/or solutions to presenting problems
· Risk-Taking - Ability to take a chance that has both significant positive and negative consequences
· Confidence - Feeling of trust in one’s own abilities, qualities and judgment
Rationale
	RATIONALE:  This lesson is designed to solidify student understanding of the character traits that are possessed by entrepreneurs and to explore how having those traits can contribute to success in areas other than small business ownership. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION:  This lesson goes hand in hand with a lesson designed by Abby Flick, entitled “Entrepreneurial Character, Is It In YOU?”  It follows a similar process but provides a more in-depth analysis of entrepreneurial character traits, requiring students to analyze famous individuals and determine the degree to which they possess those traits. The graphic organizers that will be completed are also designed to complement another CEW lesson developed by Jamie Ettinger entitled “The Necessities for Success” where students develop an electronic portfolio for career materials.


Objectives
	Objectives
	Method of Summative Evaluation

	1. After reading a biography of a famous person, analyze their possession of eight entrepreneurial characteristics with 80% accuracy (32/40) on the graphic organizer rubric. 
	Graphic organizer evaluation - rubric

	2. Students will identify the entrepreneurial characteristic most critical for the success of their famous person, explaining why that characteristic was chosen, receiving 75% (9/12) or higher on the associated writing rubric.
	Project evaluation - rubric


Resources
1.	Video - What is an Entrepreneur?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZKhZmvJuZY
2.	Graphic organizer - Want Success?  Be an Entrepreneur
See attached
3.	Rubric - Entrepreneur Character Traits Rubric
See attached
4. Rubric - Most Important Trait Rubric
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Computer/Device with Internet access
2. Data projector and screen
3. Student computers or iPads
4. Whiteboard

Instructional Procedures
	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/ Materials
	Related Skills

	Objective 1 - After reading a biography of a famous person, analyze their possession of 8 entrepreneurial characteristics with 80% accuracy (32/40) on the graphic organizer rubric.

	Bellringer
	The teacher will first share the essential question for this lesson with the students:  What character traits do entrepreneurs possess and how do those traits contribute to the success people have?
Students will then watch the following video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZKhZmvJuZY.
When the students are finished the teacher will ask them to generate a list of traits that they think entrepreneurs should possess.
	Resource 1
Equipment 1
Equipment 2
	

	Activity 1 (Group)
	Hand out the “Want Success?  Be an Entrepreneur” Graphic organizer (GO). Direct the students to look at the list of eight character traits.  Explain to them that there are many, many traits that are common to entrepreneurs but today you are going to concentrate on these eight and how they not only contribute to the success of entrepreneurs but how they also contribute to success regardless of what goals a person sets or what career someone pursues.
Begin by reading or having someone read the GO introduction. Then break students into eight groups and assign each group one of the character traits and allow them to develop a definition for that trait.  Allow them to use iPads and/or computers to research this. Also ask them to reflect on what they saw on the video and be sure to incorporate something from it in their definition. After ten minutes pass have the groups share definitions. List those definitions on the whiteboard and ask all students to record all eight definitions.
	Resource 2
Equipment 3
Equipment 4

	13.1.8 A
CC.1.2.8.L
CC.1.2.5.G

	Activity 2 (Individual)
	After all students have recorded their definitions, ask them to pull out the biography they recently completed and have them determine the degree to which they think their featured person exhibits those characteristics.  Ask them to provide evidence from their text to support their answer. Use the rubric to grade their responses on the GO.
	Resource 3
	13.1.8 A
CC.1.2.8.L
CC.1.2.5.G

	Objective 2 - Students will identify the entrepreneurial characteristic most critical for the success of their famous person, explaining why that characteristic was chosen, receiving 75% (9/12) or higher on the associated writing rubric.

	Activating Strategy

	Bellringer - Are some entrepreneurial traits more important than others? Does that change depending on the circumstance/career? Allow students two minutes to discuss these questions and when they are finished, ask several students for their responses.
	

	


	Activity

	For homework, tell students that they will need to decide which of the eight entrepreneurial character traits that we studied were most important to the success of the featured person from their biography. Explain that they will need to construct a three-paragraph essay that states their position, supports their position and concludes with why that characteristic is important to a particular goal they might have for the future. Share with them the rubric you will be using to score their response.
	Equipment 1
Resource 4

	13.1.8 A
CC.1.2.8.L
CC.1.2.5.G


Formative Assessment
In the first activity for objective one, the groups share their definitions of the character traits with the rest of the class. This gives the teacher the opportunity make sure the whole class has the correct definitions before they continue finding these traits in their selected entrepreneur.
Suggested Instructional Strategies
Active Engagement, Auditory, Explicit Instruction, Inquiry Based, Verbal/Linguistic, Visual/Spatial, Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Recall, Skill/Concept, Strategic Thinking), Higher Order Thinking (Analyze, Application, Comprehension, Evaluation, Knowledge)
WHERE TO
	W
	The students will know where they are going because the lesson is introduced with an essential question. The teacher will explain that the activities they will be completing will help them to understand the Big Ideas and assist them in answering that question. The teacher will review all materials including rubrics that will be used to score student responses.




	H
	The hook for this lesson will be a short video entitled “What is an Entrepreneur?” The video cleverly introduces entrepreneurship utilizing examples that will tap on several of the personality characteristics of this age group (independence, challenging authority, being your own person). The students will continue to be hooked as the lesson provides for many opportunities for Think/Pair/Share.

	E
	Several steps are taken throughout the lesson to keep students engaged. The teacher will allow them to work on portions of the lesson as a group and the lesson will be based on a biography that they have chosen based on individual interest.

	R
	Reflection occurs throughout this lesson. The graphic organizer asks students to record definitions as a group and then work individually to determine if the character traits exist in their protagonists. They are also required to reflect on the information provided in the bellringer video and incorporate that into their definitions. As part of that requirement, they must reflect on what they have read in their biographies and provide evidence from that text for their ratings.

	E
	Two rubrics will assess student understanding. One will focus on their understanding of entrepreneurial traits and how those traits manifest themselves in famous people. The other one will assess their ability to choose and support which character trait was most important to their protagonist and will also ask them to apply that character trait to a current goal that they have.

	T
	The lesson will be delivered to students in accordance with their IEP’s and may include but are not limited to, lesson being read to students, answers being scribed or provided verbally for students, etc.

	O
	The organization of this lesson is designed to move students from a basic understanding of the entrepreneurial traits to a place where they can analyze and defend the degree to which individuals possess those traits. The final activity asks them to identify a trait that is most critical to an individual given a set of circumstances and then describe how that trait might benefit a goal that they have. That sequence asks them to gradually move through Blooms Taxonomy to document their understanding of these traits.


______________________________
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Name: _______________________________________________________________________   Date: _________________

Want Success?  Be an Entrepreneur!


Below is a list of some characteristics that entrepreneurs possess.  While not everyone becomes an entrepreneur, these traits also are often contributors to individuals’ success stories.  You have recently completed reading a biography on a famous person.  As a group, we will define each of the identified characteristics and then you will analyze your famous person to determine the degree to which he/she possessed those characteristics.  Finally, you will provide evidence from your text to support your position.


	CHARACTER
TRAIT
	Definition
	Degree to which your protagonist possessed this trait 2 (a lot), 1 (a little),  0 (did not possess)
	

Evidence:

      You must provide evidence from your text that supports your rating.

	

1. Tenacity


	



	 

	





	
2.  Tolerance of ambiguity


	
	
	

	
3. Passion


	
	
	

	
4. Vision


	
	
	

	
5.  Organization


	
	
	

	
6. Flexibility


	
	
	

	
7.   Risk-Taking


	
	
	

	
8. Confidence
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	Trait
	Definition     (1 pt)
	Rated Trait    (1 pt)
	Supported Rating (3 pts)

	Tenacity

	
	
	

	Tolerance of 
      ambiguity
	
	
	

	Passion

	
	
	

	Vision

	
	
	

	Organization

	
	
	

	Flexibility

	
	
	

	Risk-Taking

	
	
	

	Confidence

	
	
	


Entrepreneur Character Traits Rubric 
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40 Points Possible                      ________ Score

Student Name_________________________________________________
	
Category

	
3 pts
	
2 pts
	
1 pt
	
0 pts

	Organization/ Directions

	Includes:
 3 paragraphs   
 0 errors
 handed in on time
	 Meets 2 of the items
	Meets 1 of the items
	Meets none of the items

	Paragraph 1
	Provides a sound thesis 
Identifies trait
Identifies protagonist
	 Meets 2 of the items
	Meets 1 of the items
	Meets none of the items

	Paragraph 2

	Provides 3 reasons that support their choice


	2 reasons
	1 reason
	0 reasons

	Paragraph 3

	Identifies personal goal
Provides 2 reasons why 
 that trait is important
 to goal
	 Meets 2 of the items
	Meets 1 of the items
	Meets none of the items


Most Important Trait Rubric









 12 possible points							______Score
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