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2011 Cyber Charter Schools Requirements and Application

Introduction

This application format serves as the framework for the official 2011 application, submitted by a
cyber charter school applicant to the Department of Education. In developing this format, the
research-based components that are identified as essential in the planning process for the creation
of a cyber charter school serve as the basis for this framework. The five essential components
are School Design, Needs Assessment, Governance, Finance/Facility; and Administration. In
addition to the requirements that follow, when completing the application the applicant should
review and refer to the two Basic Education Circulars on charter and cyber charter schools. The
charter and cyber charter school Basic Education Circulars are available at:

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/purdon's_statutes/7503/charter schools
/507318 (charter schools)

The deadline for submitting the 2011 Cyber Charter School Application is 5:00 PM
Eastern Standard Time, Monday October 3, 2011. If you are planning to submit an
application, please contact the PDE Charter School Office for additional information
regarding submission requirements.

Questions should be directed to:
Marlene Kanuck

(717) 783-9294
mkanuck @state.pa.us

Application Requirements

In the development of your application, you are required to expand upon each of the five
essential components as outlined on pages 8 through 16. Successful applicants will be
knowledgeable in the implementation of all federal and state requirements that are applicable to
cyber charter schools. Successful applications will include all of the following information per
sections 1719-A and 1747-A of the Charter School Law, and describe how the school will meet
the requirements of section 1743-A(c) and (d), the provisions regarding the dissemination of
information to parents and school district, and section 1748-A, the provisions requiring the
notification of enrollment and withdrawal from a cyber charter school.

Section 1719-A:

1. The identification of the cyber charter applicant.

2. The name of the proposed cyber charter school.

3. The grade or age levels served by the cyber charter school.

4. The proposed governance structure of the cyber charter school, including a description
and method for the appointment or election of the board of trustees.

5. The mission and (measurable) education goals of the cyber charter school, the curriculum
to be offered and the methods of assessing whether students are meeting educational



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

goals. Cyber charter school students shall be required to meet the same testing and
academic performance standards established by law and regulations applicable to public
school students.

The admission policy and criteria for evaluating student admission which shall comply
with the requirements of section 1723-A (of the Charter School Law).

Procedures which will be used regarding the suspension or expulsion of pupils.
Information on the manner in which community groups will be involved in the cyber
charter school planning process.

The financial plan for the cyber charter school and the provisions which will be made for
auditing the school under section 437 (of the Public School Code).

Procedures which shall be established to review complaints of parents regarding the
operation of the cyber charter school.

A description of and address of the physical facility in which the cyber charter school
will be located and the ownership thereof and any lease arrangements.

Information on the proposed school calendar for the cyber charter school, including the
length of the school day and school year consistent with provisions of section 1502.

The proposed faculty and a professional development plan for the faculty of a cyber
charter school.

Whether any agreements have been entered into or plans developed with the local school
district regarding participation of the cyber charter school students in extracurricular
activities within the school district. Not withstanding any provision to the contrary, no
school district of residence shall prohibit a student of a cyber charter school from
participating in any extracurricular activity of that school district of residence: provided,
that the student is able to fulfill all of the requirements of participation in such activity
and the cyber charter school does not provide the same extracurricular activity.

A report of criminal history record, pursuant to section 111, for all individuals who shall
have direct contact with students. Direct contact includes contact through any electronic
means.

An official clearance statement regarding child injury or abuse from the Department of
Public Welfare as required by 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 Subch. C.2 (relating to background
checks for employment in schools) for all individuals who shall have direct contact with
students. Direct contact includes contact through any electronic means.

How the cyber charter school will provide adequate liability and other appropriate
insurances for the cyber charter school, its employees and its board of trustees.

Section 1747-A:

1.

el

The curriculum to be offered and how it meets the requirements of 22 Pa. Code Ch.4
(relating to academic standards and assessment) or subsequent regulations promulgated to
replace 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4.

The number of courses required for elementary and secondary students.

An explanation of the amount of online time required for elementary and secondary
students.

The manner in which teachers will deliver instruction, assess academic progress and
communicate with students to provide assistance.

A specific explanation of any cooperative learning opportunities, meetings with students,
parents and guardians, field trips or study sessions.

The technology, including types of hardware and software, equipment and other materials
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10.
1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

which will be provided by the cyber charter school to the student.

A description of how the cyber charter school will define and monitor a student’s school
day, including the delineation of on-line and off-line time.

A description of commercially prepared standardized achievement tests that will be used
by the cyber charter school in addition to the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment
test, including the grade levels that will be tested and how the data collected from the
tests will be used to improve instruction.

The technical support that will be available to students and parents or guardians.

The privacy and security measures to ensure the confidentiality of data gathered online.
The level of anticipated enrollment during each school year of the proposed cyber charter
school including expected increases due to the addition of grade levels.

The methods to be used to insure the authenticity of student work and adequate
proctoring of examinations.

The provision of education and related services to students with disabilities, including
evaluation and the development and revision of individualized education programs.
Policies regarding truancy, absences and withdrawal of students, including the manner in
which the cyber charter school will monitor attendance consistent with the provisions of
section 1715-A (9).

The types and frequency of communication between the cyber charter school and the
students and the manner in which the cyber charter school will communicate with parents
and guardians.

The addresses of all facilities and offices of the cyber charter school, the ownership
thereof and any lease arrangements. If the cyber charter school has more than one
facility, it must designate the administrative office where all student records shall be
maintained as required by section 1748-A(h).

Section 1743-A(c)(d)

1.

Describe how your cyber charter school will make available upon request, either in
writing or electronically, the following information to each student’s school district of
residence:

a. A copy of the charter.

b. A copy of the cyber charter school application.

c. A copy of all annual reports prepared by the cyber charter school.

d. A list of all students from that school district enrolled in the cyber charter school.
Describe how the cyber charter school upon request and prior to the student’s first day in
the cyber charter school will provide, either in writing or electronically, the following
information to the parent or guardian of a student:

a. A list and brief description of the courses of instruction the student will receive.

The list shall be updated annually for each grade level in which the student is
enrolled.
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b. A description of the lessons and activities to be offered online and offline.

The manner in which attendance will be reported and work will be authenticated.

d. A list of all standardized tests the student will be required to take during the
school year and the place where the test will be administered, if available.

e. The meetings to be held during the school year between a parent or guardian and
a teacher and among other school officials or parents or guardians and the manner
in which the parent or guardian will be notified of the time and place for the
meeting.

f. The address of the cyber charter school and the name, telephone number and e-
mail address of the school administrator and other school personnel.

g. A list of any extracurricular activities provided by the cyber charter school.

h. The names of the student’s teachers, if available, and the manner in which each
teacher can be contacted by the student or the parent of guardian.

i. A list of all services that will be provided to the student by the cyber charter

school.

j.  Copies of policies relating to computer security and privacy, truancy, absences,
discipline and withdrawal or expulsion of students.

k. Information on:

i. The cyber charter school’s professional staff, including the number of staff
personnel, their education level and experience.

ii. The cyber charter school’s performance on the PSSA and other
standardized test scores.

1. Information regarding the proper usage of equipment and materials and the
process for returning equipment and materials supplied to the students by the
cyber charter school. A parent or guardian shall acknowledge, either in writing or
electronically, the receipt of this information.

m. A description of the school calendar, including, but not limited to, the time frame
that will constitute a school year and a school week, holiday and term breaks.
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Section 1748-A

Within 15 days of the enrollment of a student to a cyber charter school, the parent or
guardian and the cyber charter school shall notify the student’s school district of
residence of the enrollment through the use of the notification form developed by the
Department of Education.

The cyber charter school and the parent or guardian shall provide written notification to
the school district of residence within 15 days following the withdrawal of a student from
the cyber charter school.



CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION

APPLICATION FACT SHEET

This application fact sheet is intended to be a “finger-tip” summary of your application. The
information furnished below must be an accurate representation of the application and must
correspond to the information provided in the body of the application.

Proposed Cyber Charter School Name (Must Include “Charter School” in the Title)

Insight PA Cyber Charter School

Proposed Cyber Charter School Administrative Location (City/Town and Zip Code) Springfield
19064 County___ Delaware
Intermediate Unit Delaware
Proposed Start Date__ September 5, 2012
Federal Employer Identification Number

EIN pending office location

Contact Person: First_ Alan Middle Last__ Kessler
Organization _Duane Morris on behalf of PA Community Partners for Education
City__ Philadelphia State_ PA Zip Code__19103-4196
Telephone_215-979-1117  Fax Number 215-405-2588

E-mail __ akessler@duanemorris.com_

Founding Coalition: Indicate Number
of Representatives per Group

Grade and Age Ranges

Projected Student
Enrollment Year 1-5

Parents 2

Teachers

Business Partners
Community Based Orgs.___ 1
Museums

Higher Education
Other Group
(Identify)

Elementary_6 - 8
Secondary__ 9 - 12
Age of Kindergarten__N/A

Age of Beginners N/A

Circle Appropriate Grade(s)
K1234567891011 12)
Kindergarten: Full Day or Half Day?
N/A

1* Year: 1,000
2" Year: 1,800
3" Year: 2,700
4™ Year: 3,200
5" Year: 3,600

Total Number of
Teachers 25

Does the cyber charter applicant have an existing retirement system?

Yes No_X

Does the applicant group presently have access to a facility suitable for the cyber charter

school’s administrative offices?

Yes No X

School Focus: Describe, in brief terms and on an additional page, the proposed cyber charter
school’s mission, educational focus, and other essential characteristics.




School Focus:

Insight PA Cyber Charter School will be a high-performing cyber charter school that uses
technology to connect middle school and high school students, parents, and teachers throughout
the state of Pennsylvania, in a 21* century learning community focused on results. The Insight
PA team of hard working, highly qualified staff, in partnership with parents, will strive for
student mastery of a rigorous, research-based curriculum aligned to Pennsylvania academic
standards. Delivered on and offline, this unique program will put public school accountability,
teacher competence, and meaningful parent/adult involvement at the center of student learning.
Insight PA will provide a high-quality, innovative, and effective individualized cyber charter
school education to students who, for a variety of reasons, choose to be, or must be, educated in a
cyber school setting. Insight PA will partner with K'? Inc., a national leader in delivering virtual
education products and services that benefit students in a variety of educational environments—
including over 100,000 students in distance learning programs in 32 states. K'? Inc. will provide
curriculum and management services to Insight PA.

Insight PA will serve at-risk students who could have dropped out, are credit deficient, have been
retained or recommended for retention, have never been proficient in the PSSA, have attended
multiple schools, are homeless, or just need an online learning environment. To guide students
towards academic success, Insight PA will require all students to attend a face to face enrollment
meeting that will include the creation of an Individualized Learning Plan (ILP). Further, Insight
PA will be a fully synchronous school for first year students, students will have a reduced load,
and a block scheduling format will be used. Through the ILP, students will work from a fully
synchronous schedule towards a more asynchronous schedule to support the goal of creating
independent learners.

To further support student learning, Insight PA will use an academy approach focusing on each
academy individually. For example, students may be placed into the Middle School Academy,
Freshmen Academy, or High School Academy, with the goal of all students matriculating out of
the High School Academy with a diploma.



I. SCHOOL DESIGN

1. Mission Statement:

A. Briefly describe the core philosophy or underlying purpose of the proposed school.

The mission of Insight PA is to bring students back into the public school system and
help them to reach their individual potential. Insight PA will continue to provide an
excellent education alternative and student supports for students throughout Pennsylvania
who, for a variety of reasons, do not attend school, or who may benefit from a non-
traditional school setting. The educational program and philosophy of Insight PA is
structured to support these students towards earning their high school diploma.

B. What is your overarching vision of the school?

Insight PA believes that, given a comprehensive and mastery-based curriculum, high
expectations, access to technology (computer and Internet), strong instructional support, a
significant amount of off-line work, guidance from experienced teachers, and a strong
commitment from parents/other responsible adults, a well-conceived virtual education
program will boost student achievement, serve the unique needs of Pennsylvania’s
students and families, and offer a new model for effective public education in the 21st
century.

This cyber charter school will utilize a powerful partnership between instructional
coaches and teachers in which children receive individual attention and a personalized
course of instruction. Highly qualified licensed teachers manage the learning process and
are responsible for ensuring that students achieve mastery of learning objectives.
Teachers provide instruction, guidance, and support to students, focusing on students’
individual needs. Teachers monitor student progress through K'*’s style of interactive
lessons and daily assessments, as they work actively with students and instructional
coaches to advance each student’s learning.

Teachers will provide synchronous instruction in a face to face setting during the Live
Launch. Live Launch will act as a kickoff week for students, allowing them to meet
teachers face to face, be given tutorials with the learning management system, and
demonstrate they can be successful online learners. The Live Launch will give teachers
an opportunity to gain important information about their students’ learning styles and
communication skills, and to build trusting relationships with students. During Live
Launch and continuing thereafter, teachers will: evaluate student work; develop progress
reports; collect student attendance records; make placement and promotion decisions;
administer state tests in a proctored setting; encourage and motivate students; help
students with remediation or enrichment; develop opportunities for parental involvement;
participate in regular professional development sessions led by school administrators;
modify lessons to fit students’ unique learning needs; and organize activities such as
school outings, clubs, and events.

Parents or another instructional coach help students learn at home using comprehensive
educational materials provided by Insight PA. Parents/coaches working with students



have the opportunity to participate actively and meaningfully in the learning process.
Parents/coaches help students navigate through the lessons, record progress and
attendance for teacher review, and work with teachers to determine and overcome
students’ learning difficulties. Parents are also encouraged to become involved in the
school community through parent groups and their children’s school outings, clubs, and
events.

Explanation: Define a concise plan for an innovative public school that will lead to improved
educational performance. Consistency between the mission and the educational programs
should be articulated to achieve improved performance.

2. Measurable Goals and Objectives:

A. What are the school’s measurable academic goals and objectives to promote student
learning?
Academic Goals:
(a) Students will demonstrate mastery of a curriculum that meets or exceeds the

Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards:

e In all grades, all students will master the K12 network Curriculum aligned to the
Pennsylvania Academic Content Standards, attaining the knowledge and skills
that Pennsylvania has identified students should acquire in each subject area and
at each grade level.

e All students in grades six through eight and high school will demonstrate their
mastery in reading, math, and science through participation in Pennsylvania’s
System of School Assessment (PSSA).

e All students will participate in state, sponsor, and school required assessments.

(b) PSSA: (1) For students in grades 6-12, Insight PA will follow the Pennsylvania
Department of Education requirements as listed in the chart below:

Mathematics
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
6 700 - 1173 1174 - 1297 1298 — 1475 1476 — and up
7 700 — 1182 1183 - 1297 1298 — 1471 1472 — and up
8 700 - 1170 1171 - 1283 1284 — 1445 1446 — and up
11 700 — 1166 1167 — 1303 1304 — 1508 1509 — and up
Reading
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
6 700 — 1120 1121 - 1277 1278 — 1455 1456 — and up
7 700 — 1130 11311278 1279 — 1469 1470 — and up
8 700 — 1145 1146 — 1279 1280 — 1472 1473 — and up
11 700 - 1111 1112 - 1256 1257 — 1491 1492 — and up
Science
Grade | Performance Level




Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
8 925 - 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1463 1464 — and up
11 1050 - 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1346 1347 — and up
Writing
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
5 700 — 744 745 — 1235 1236 — 1908 1909 — and up
8 700 - 913 914 — 1235 1236 — 1747 1748 — and up
11 700 — 951 952 — 1235 1236 — 1805 1806 — and up
Mathematics-Modified
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
6 1075 - 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1380 1381 — and up
7 1075 - 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1363 1364 — and up
8 1075 - 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1394 1395 — and up
11 1075 -1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1402 1403 — and up
Reading-Modified
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
6 1075 -1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1380 1381 — and up
7 1075 -1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1384 1385 — and up
8 1050 — 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1398 1399 — and up
11 1000 — 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1432 1433 — and up
Science-Modified
Grade Performance Level
Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced*
8 1050 — 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 - 1418 1419 — and up
11 1100 — 1149 1150 - 1274 1275 — 1400 1401 — and up

*The highest possible score is determined when raw-to-scale is determined and can change from year to
year. The upper limit for the advance range will be posted annually with the public release of PSSA and
PSSA-M results on the PDE Web site.

(2) For all students participating in the PSSA, Insight PA will attain a Participation
Rate of 95 percent or greater.

(c) Students in grades 6 through 12 will demonstrate proficiency in language arts:

Students will develop and use the conventions of successful composition:
spelling, grammar, mechanics, and penmanship.

Students will develop and use an advanced vocabulary in verbal and written
communications.

Students will grasp meaning, content, tone, and style from a variety of genres
(i.e., fiction, poetry, essays, news articles).

Students will gain exposure to as well as an appreciation for great works of
literature.



¢ Students will master the skills of the writing process: researching, brainstorming,
drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

e Students will develop and use a variety of writing strategies appropriate for
different audiences and purposes—persuasive, creative, descriptive, and research
writing—by the end of eighth grade.

e Students will demonstrate their proficiency in language arts through participation
in the state testing program. On average, students will perform at or above the
proficient level on the PSSA.

(d) Students in grade 6 through 12 will demonstrate proficiency in mathematics:

e Students will understand and apply basic and advanced properties of numbers
(ranging from the concept of whole numbers to the theorems of roots and
exponents).

e Students will use basic and advanced procedures while performing computations
(ranging from adding whole numbers to simplifying radical expressions).

e Students will understand and apply basic and advanced properties of the concept
of measurement (ranging from determining length and width to the acceleration of
the Space Shuttle).

e Students will understand and apply the basic and advanced properties of algebra,
geometry, statistics, and probability.

e Students will apply mathematical skills to solve real-world problems.

¢ Students will demonstrate their proficiency in mathematics through participation
in the state testing program. On average, students will perform at or above the
proficient level on the PSSA.

(e) Students will develop a strong foundation of knowledge, facts, and skills in History,
Geography, Civics, Science, Art, Music, Economics, and other disciplines:
e Students will use this base of information to understand the important connections
among these disciplines and their application in daily living.
¢ Students will be able to identify and draw on these interdisciplinary connections
when faced with complex issues and problems, demonstrating an ability to
approach them from multiple perspectives.

(f) Students will develop critical reasoning and higher-order thinking skills:
e Students will demonstrate the use of problem-solving and analytical techniques on
open-ended questions by the fifth grade.
e Students will demonstrate the ability to recognize alternative positions and
evaluate their validity by the fifth grade.
e Students will be able to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and apply their knowledge.

(g) Students will acquire skills in both art and music as part of their aesthetic
development:
¢ Students will understand and implement artistic and musical techniques.
e Students will know and be able to speak intelligently about great works of art and
music.
Students will develop a sense of the history of art and music and how ideas, movements,
and trends from one era inform another

10



C. What are the schools measurable non-academic goals and objectives to promote
student performance?

Non-Academic Goals

Our primary non-academic goal is to develop those qualities of mind and character that
will help our students develop into active, thoughtful, and responsible citizens. Our
choice of materials and approach are designed to communicate and build commonly
shared values such as honesty, integrity, courage, discipline, compassion, respect for
others, and appreciation of the work ethic. While children are learning the basics of
computation, decoding, and analysis, they will also be wrestling with moral dilemmas,
writing about courage and justice, and learning about times when history was shaped by
moral surrender and heroic deeds.

(a) To create a powerful partnership between satisfied Insight PA parents and teachers,
combining forces to ensure that children receive individual attention and achieve
academic excellence.

This goal will be measured in two ways:

(1) Parental satisfaction: 70% or more of parents or other responsible adults in
2013-2014, 80% or more of parents or other responsible adults in 2014-2015, and
90% of parents or other primary adults in 2015-2016 will be satisfied with the
academic progress their student is making while enrolled in Insight PA; and

(2) Professional Development: 100% of Insight PA teachers each year will
participate in networking and professional development opportunities with the
goal of improving student academic achievement in math and reading. This goal
is measured by the percentage of Insight PA teachers participating in professional
development.

Parents will help us to continuously evaluate the operation and governance of the
school both online and offline. Insight PA will survey parents online twice each year
to determine their satisfaction with their overall experience. Criteria of the survey
will include the curriculum, instruction, Online School System, administration,
support, quality and delivery of materials, working with the lessons, student progress,
student attitude towards learning, communication, and interaction with other Insight
PA students and parents. Parents may supply critiques and/or endorsements
regarding their experience at Insight PA.

(b) Students will be responsible for the improvement of their school and local
community:

All students will participate in assessments required by the school. This goal is
measured based on the percentage of students participating in required
assessments.

Students will participate in school activities and events (whether electronically or
physically).

Students will exercise a voice in school affairs and will work to improve the
educational and social life of their school.

11



Students will be encouraged to volunteer in their communities on various school-
related or civic projects.

Students will learn about individuals who have contributed their talents and
efforts to improve our country and our world.

(c) Students will develop important personal traits such as honesty, courage, loyalty,
personal responsibility, perseverance, respect for others, and diligence:

Students will take responsibility for their actions and will be asked and
encouraged to learn from their mistakes.

Students will demonstrate an ability to work in teams and will work toward
personal, team, and school goals.

Students will understand and be able to explain the value of our country’s vibrant
diversity and common civic heritage.

Students will demonstrate respect for others in school, community, and
extracurricular activities and an appreciation of differences among individuals and
groups.

(d) Students will develop effective work habits and skills that will prepare them for the
demands of school, society, business, government, and civic affairs:

Students will learn to work effectively with technology and become proficient
users of software, e-mail, and the Internet.

Students will participate in regular conferences with teachers and parents. This
goal is measured by actual student participation in biweekly conferences.

Students shall submit the required work samples every month. Insight PA teachers
shall provide feedback at least once a month on the samples provided. This goal
is measured based on the number of samples submitted.

Students will develop an understanding of the dynamics and importance of
entrepreneurship.

Students will learn to collaborate effectively with other students.

Students will be expected to meet deadlines and make clear and compelling
multimedia presentations.

(e) Students will rise to meet high expectations of behavior and performance:

Students will be expected to give their best effort in their schoolwork and their
active participation in school events.

Students will respect their parents, teachers, and fellow students and abide by the
school’s guidelines and rules.

Students will learn to interact maturely with peers and adults.

Students will conduct themselves with integrity at all times.

(f) Students will learn habits of healthy living:

Students will attend to their social, emotional, and physical well-being.

Students will learn to balance school responsibilities (on- and off-line) with the
other demands of their lives (personal, family, social, athletic, artistic).

Students will engage in social activities and school events to enrich their
academic work with real-world experiences.
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Explanation: Develop clear, measurable goals with objectives for building the educational
program that reflects a commitment to academic excellence for all students.

3. Educational Program:

A. Describe the educational program of the school, providing a detailed description of

the curriculum and the content in all subject areas.

Insight PA will utilize the K'? network curriculum and learning management system for
its educational program. The K'? network curriculum is a standards- and research-based,
content-rich curriculum that meets or exceeds the Pennsylvania Academic Content
Standards in the subject areas of math, English/Language Arts, history/social science,
science, art, second languages, music, and electives. This rigorous curriculum is a

combination of:

1. The K”® network proprietary elementary, middle school and high school

curriculum, and

2. Middle school and High school curriculum utilizing Aventa and A+ designed

curricula

Insight PA will use K12 as well as A+, and Aventa curricula to better meet the needs of
and differentiate instruction for secondary students (grades 6-12). These K12 owned
curricula are more flexible ones with diagnostic components to better target instruction
for remediation and credit recovery for secondary students. This will help us better meet
the needs of students who are lacking grade level skills or who are behind in credits for
their cohort level. In addition, the number of at-risk students working with each teacher
would decrease in these curricula and the advisors, counselors, and an addition of a social

worker would round out the support for student.

Students will log in to the program via a specially designed Insight PA website and view
their daily lessons and courses, which will involve a mix of both online lessons through
K'?’s network Online School, and offline work using electronic textbooks, workbooks, a
phonics program, math manipulatives, science and musical equipment, and more as
appropriate to their grade level. All materials will be shipped directly to the family of
every student enrolled in the school. Lessons have teaching components, practice
components, assessments, and optional challenge opportunities. The K'? network
developed lesson plans and curriculum-based assessments guarantee consistent quality

access for all students.

Grade 6 through 12 Program

Students receive instruction from Pennsylvania certified teachers and are supported by an
Academic Counselor and Homeroom Advisor. There is tutorial support and supplemental
remediation available to students at the click of a button. Certified teachers provide
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instruction in the curriculum and additional office hours for one-on-one skill
development.

Highly Qualified Teachers provide synchronous — or /ive - real-time sessions. Insight PA
will be a fully synchronous school for first year students, students will have a reduced
load, and a block scheduling format will be used. Through the ILP, students will work
from a fully synchronous schedule towards a more asynchronous schedule to support the
goal of creating independent learners. Beyond that first year, synchronous sessions will
continue as necessary, aimed at re-teaching and remediation when students struggle with
the asynchronous online lessons. These sessions may be in the form of office hours,
where students can drop in and ask questions — one-on-one or small-group tutoring
sessions, or small group re-teaching of difficult topics. Blackboard Collaborate is also
used to allow students to socialize and make friends through activities like Chess Club,
guest speakers, and peer mentoring.

Students can choose from a broad and rigorous course catalog listing courses that consist
of multiple units, lessons and activities that instruct, provide practice to, and evaluate
students. Within these courses, students complete assignments, lessons, assignments, and
assessments that teachers post to their course calendar. Students submit assignments to
teachers on or before the due dates posted on the calendar. Once teachers grade and
return assignments to students, they read the feedback listed from their teachers.
Teachers are available in online discussions or during live office hours. They can also
get help during optional live sessions or by watching recordings of these sessions.
Students always know where they are in a course and how they are doing, and can
continually monitor their progress. Most of all, students partner with teachers and other
staff — being actively engaged and committed as a learner and student of Insight PA’s
high school.

Insight PA’s academic program is aligned with Pennsylvania’s graduation requirements.
These requirements are designed to better prepare each student for success in college,
work, and citizenship. To earn a diploma, students will need to successfully complete the
credit requirements, demonstrate proficiency in essential skills, and meet the personalized
learning requirements. Students will have the option to earn credit for proficiency. Insight
PA will adopt the any new high school graduation requirements as they are implemented
by the Pennsylvania Department of Education or the Pennsylvania Legislature. Insight
PA current graduation requirements are:

Graduation Requirements
Insight PA recognizes a "Graduate" when the following requirements have been

successfully completed according to 22 Pa. Code Section 4.24

1. Students must earn 22 credits in the following content areas that are aligned to the
Pennsylvania academic standards.
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Content Courses Credits
Required
Mathemarics Alzebra I, Algebra II, 3
Geometry, Trig, Calculus,
efc.
English Literacy Analysis and 4
Composition, American Lit.,
British and World Lit., etc.
History and Social World History, Geography | 3
Sciences and World Culmures, U.5.
History, U.5. and Global
Economics, etc,
Science Physical Science, Earth 3
Science, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, etc.
Humanirties World Fine Arrs, Music 2
Languages Appreciation, Spanish,
French, German, Larin,
Chinese, etc.
Electives Computer Literacy, Web 4.5
Design, Game Design,
Journalism, Anthropology,
efc.
Physical Physical Education 15
Education
Health Skills for Health 0.5
Career Planning Career Planning, Business 0.5
Communication, and Career
Exploration

2. Students must complete a culminating Graduation Project presented to peers and a
school faculty sponsor.

3. Students must score Proficient on the 11th grade PSSA in Math, Language Arts, and
Writing. Students who either do not score proficient or advanced on the PSSA
Reading or do not score proficient or advanced on the PSSA Math or whom we do not
have scores for, must master an alternative assessment that measures the state
standards for the PSSA in reading and mathematics. If they do not receive a passing
grade, they must attend remediation sessions with the High School Remediation team
or content specific teacher(s) to ensure they learn the required information and retake
the alternative assessment.

Insight PA offers a seamless and integrated option for students and their parents, where

all of the major tools for success are available right there in the learning management
system.
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Single login at the Insight PA website — no need to remember several usernames
and passwords.

Home page announcements & school info to keep both students and parents
abreast of important information.

A single calendar that keeps track of all of a student’s lessons and assignments
makes time management a breeze.

Online Groups and organizations help students to make friends and to explore
their interests.

Insight PA utilizes Blackboard Collaborate — a great tool that allows for live real-
time synchronous sessions with teachers and other students.

Accurate online grade book tools allow students and parents to check on course
progress anytime — day or night.

Student Guides in K '? network courses provide students step-by-step direction
through lessons and help teach effective note-taking and study skills. Worksheets
provide extra skill-building practice for students.

Mentor Guides in K '* network courses provide “in-roads” into student learning
for mentors. At a glance, parents/guardians can know exactly what a student
should be learning in their current unit and lesson.

Threaded discussions are used in many courses to help students learn from each
other and to form a community of learners in a class.

Courses use visualizations to make abstract concepts and complex ideas more
accessible for students. K '*network employs a variety of techniques to explain these
concepts in a media-rich environment through:

Animations — unzip strands of DNA, and reconstruct them to understand how
proteins work together.

[lustrations — view the systems of the human body layer by layer and see how
they build upon each other.

Simulations — Understand how density and mass have an effect on the buoyancy
of an object.

Games — test your knowledge of the cold war in a timed trivia game.

Photography — See the Taj Majal up close and personal.

Video — Famous speeches that happened before you were born.

These interactive pieces engage the students in ways that print or traditional
classroom materials can’t.

***Please see Appendix 1 for K12 course descriptions.
**+Please see Appendix 2 for Aventa course descriptions.

. Describe how your school will meet the educational needs of students with
disabilities in accordance with Chapter 711. Provide a projection of the number and
type of special education programs that will be operated directly by your charter
school or through contracts. Provide a projection of the number and type of related
services that will be provided directly by the charter school or through contracts.
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Insight PA welcomes the opportunity to serve students with disabilities. The founders
believe strongly that all students have strengths and weaknesses that must be recognized
and accommodated in order to reach their full potential as a contributing member of
society.

Students with disabilities will be served in accordance with federal and state regulations
including Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Individuals with Disabilities
Educational Act and subsequent amendments and the Americans with Disabilities
Amendment Act. A free and appropriate education will be provided to students with
disabilities in accordance with their Individualized Education Programs (IEPs).

Insight PA will work to accommodate students with all disabilities who are using the K"
web-based courses in a distance learning setting. Insight PA will offer necessary
accommodations by procuring the technology and other services required in the student’s
IEP to aid these students in navigating through their courses. Further, K'?s experience
making web-based content more accessible to students with disabilities includes
incorporating audio and video enhancements into the courses and using equivalent
alternatives to accommodate various disabilities, such as using text equivalents and
various forms of assistive technology. All materials meet the requirements of the
National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standards (NIMAS).

Child Find

The Insight PA enrollment application, a conference call with a K'? placement counselor,
and conference calls with a Insight PA general education teacher will all provide a query
for the parent to indicate a special education or gifted education student. In addition, a
careful review of previous school records, after enrollment approval, by Insight PA’s
special education director will be undertaken upon receipt of such records to identify any
students enrolling who have previously been identified as a student with a disability or
exceptionality. Insight PA’s general education teachers will be provided professional
development prior to and during the school year about their child find responsibilities,
including possible indicators of special education and exceptional needs related to
achievement and behaviors. Since Insight PA will be enrolling students in communities
across the state, posting and public notification concerning the process for screening and
the availability of special services and programs of instruction for students with
disabilities and exceptionalities will be on the school website, in addition to being sent
via electronic and/or U.S. postal service mail to all enrolled families.

Special Education Services and Support

All identified students with a disability will have a Insight PA IEP meeting upon
enrollment with the appropriate team members in attendance. The appropriate
notices/invitations will be issued addressing the virtual nature of the school setting. The
IEP will include a statement of the student’s current level of academic and functional
performance and how the student’s disability affects his/her ability to progress through
the general education curriculum; a statement of measurable goals; and a statement of
educational services, program modification and support necessary for the student to be
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involved in the general education coursework, including assistive technology. The means
for learning and demonstrating proficiency will be aligned to the [state] Performance
Standards. Assessment accommodations or alternative instruction procedures will be
based on the objectives in the student’s IEP.

If a student has a behavioral need, Insight PA staff will implement a Functional
Behavioral Assessment (FBA) and a Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP). The IEP team
will consider, when appropriate, strategies including positive behavioral interventions,
strategies and support to address that behavior through the IEP process.

Students with special needs will be supported by their regular education teacher in the
least restrictive environment, in addition to receiving the supportive services of a special
education teacher. The student’s IEP will determine the type and amount of services
necessary to meet the goals of the IEP. Related service providers, if required, are located
within the geographical vicinity of the student. These related services may be provided
through contracts with the student’s district of residence or a private agency/provider.
Insight PA believes that the IEP is a working document that is to be amended to reflect
the student’s current academic and functional performance. The IEP will be reviewed at
a minimum of once per year and upon evaluation/re-evaluation.

Students with disabilities will participate in the general education program to the greatest
extent possible offered by Insight PA and as determined by the IEP team. The Insight PA
special education teacher will support students with disabilities and provide specially
designed instruction through synchronous and asynchronous contact which may include
phone conferencing, email, and direct “real-time” interaction through web-conferencing
tools. With web conferencing, the special education teacher/general education teacher can
provide real time support to the student and assessment of progress towards IEP goals. In
addition, parent education can be effectively delivered using web conferencing.

Students with disabilities will fully participate in all general education classroom
activities with their classmates including outings and field trips. If necessary,
transportation will be provided to accommodate the special needs of the student as
determined by the IEP team.

Insight PA will ensure that each student with a disability is placed in the least restrictive
environment. Due to the ability of the student to access the general education web-based
curriculum at anytime, the student receiving special education services or programs
within the general education classroom is not missing any general education instruction.
The only possible exception to this would be related services at a contractor’s office.

Oversight and compliance monitoring in a distance learning setting is assured through
many means including detailed monitoring of student progress and achievement both in
the general education curriculum and on IEP goals through work sample collection,
synchronous instruction and assessment, and assessment data collected through the online
school by a highly qualified general education teacher; file review and monitoring of
timelines by [school’s] special education director.
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Based on K'*’s experience serving special needs students in 32 statewide programs across
the United States, Insight PA projects that the school will provide special education
services across all disability categories including: autism, serious emotional disturbance,
traumatic brain injury, deafness/hearing impaired, specific learning disability, mental
retardation, multihandicap, other health impaired, physical disability, speech/language
and blind/visual impairment.

Insight PA believes that it takes a complete team of individuals to serve the student with a
disability to ensure academic success. As such, frequent and relevant synchronous and
asynchronous communication between all parties is delivered through phone
conferencing, notes, emails and web conferencing tools. The following illustration
depicts this team model.

Model of Virtual Special Education Services

k/l

General Parent- Special
Education l Education
Teacher Teacher
Student instruction Student instruction
Student support Student support
Social outings Teacher support
Academic outings Parent support
Parent support Accommodations
[state] HQT Modifications
IEP

Related Service Providers [state] HOT

Speech Transition Needs
Occupational therapy Travel training
Physical therapy [state] licensure
Psychological

Counseling

Accommodations

In addition to the team approach to serving students with disabilities, there may be necessary

accommodations that will ensure that students achieve [state] Performance Standards.

The

following table provides examples of those accommodations which are instructional and

assessment enhancements.
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Instructional Enhancements

Assessment Enhancements

Use interactive groupings of students
in structured and purposeful settings.

Draw on student background and
knowledge.

Teach skills explicitly as appropriate
and ensure opportunities for students
to apply and practice skills in a
meaningful context.

Use multiple forms of assessment such
as performance-based assessments.

Create appropriate test settings; use
magnification of print or sound; use
color-coding to focus attention where
appropriate; allow for frequent breaks;
use calculators and dictionaries; and
minimize distractions and
interruptions.

Use graphic organizers to model
organization skills and to engage
students in the process.

Use manipulatives and connect learning
experiences to real life.

Use community experts as resources
and as models.

Minimize interruptions and
distractions during time-on-task.

Check often for understanding among
students.

Teach students’ organizational and
study skills.

Ensure access to resources in the
languages, reading levels, and interests
of the students.

Integrate technology into a variety of
assessment settings.

Remind students to use self-
monitoring strategies and clarify
directions.

Ensure that language and academic
skills are assessed appropriately.

Take dictation for students; allow for
tape and/or video recordings.

Use multiple measures of assessment
to access language and academic skills
of two language learners.

Include samples of second language
learners' work as anchors when
developing rubrics and other scoring
devices.
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Related Services:

Special services required in a student’s IEP (as listed below) will either be provided by
the licensed therapist or individual employed by Insight PA or contracted by Insight PA,
ensuring the appropriate licensure and background checks are completed. Therapy may
be delivered in home, virtually, or face-to-face or the parent may provide transportation
to a contracted therapy agency within a reasonable distance of their home.

- Mobility training

- Adaptive therapy

- Assistive technology evaluations

- Counseling services

- Psychological services

- Speech and Language Services

- Occupational Therapy

- Physical Therapy

- Transportation (when required)

- Interpreter services for the deaf of hard of hearing

Evaluation

When screening (Child Find) indicates that a student may be eligible for special
education services, Insight PA will seek parental consent to conduct an evaluation.
“Evaluation” means procedures used in the determination of whether a child has a
disability and the nature and extent of the special education/related services that the child
requires. The evaluation will be completed by a multidisciplinary team which includes
the general education teacher, other qualified professionals who work with the child and
the legal guardians/parents. The report generated from the evaluation will make a
recommendation about a student’s eligibility for special education services that must be
agreed upon by the appropriate team members. Parents may request an evaluation if
they suspect their child has a disability. Requests for an evaluation should be made in
writing to the Special Education Director at Insight PA. Insight PA uses a three tiered
Response to Intervention (RTI) and all students will be served appropriately based on
their placement within these tiers. Parents have the right to request an independent
educational evaluation. When requested by parents, Insight PA must provide them with
information about where an independent evaluation may be obtained.

English Language Learners
Insight PA will first identify ELL students, students whose dominant language is not

English, during the enrollment process using the Child Find previously described.
Children and families with limited English proficiency will be provided translation and
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interpretation services to the extent needed to help the family understand the enrollment
process and enroll the student in school in compliance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Title VI, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq. and the Equal Education Opportunity Act, 20 U.S.C.
§ 1703.

In addition to the Child Find process, a home language survey, teacher observation and
student placement assessment will be completed. A language proficiency assessment
(yearly) as well as culminating data on the student’s academic performance scores will
become part of the components that develop his/her individual education plan. The
school will employ, as needed, an appropriately licensed ESL or bi-lingual teacher for the
ELL identified students. The contracted ESL teacher can provide support to the students
within the distance learning school by: relating background information and experiences
to the students to better grasp a concept, scaffold instruction to aid the students in
comprehension, adjusting speech or content, providing project based learning
experiences, necessary visuals and providing in classroom modeling of best instructional
practices for the general education teachers. If a need is established, Insight PA will
consider acquiring and using third party courses to assist with English language
acquisition. Exit criteria for ELL students will be consistent with [state] and federal
requirements.

Professional development will be provided to all staff on the following: research-based
bilingual/multicultural programs and implications for instruction, best practices of
English as a Second Language (ESL), English Language Development (ELD), and /or
language revitalization programs and the principles of language acquisition.

Special education teachers will be included in all aspects of the professional
development. In order for teachers to develop effective IEPs with appropriate content,
instructional modifications, and measurable goals, teachers of students with special needs
must be very knowledgeable about the content the special needs students are studying. In
some cases, assessments will also need to be modified to meet the terms of a student’s
IEP. Cases like these demand that special education, and regular education teachers are
familiar with the scope and sequence of the curriculum, the goals for each child, and the
ways they can best achieve success through content or instructional modification.

Start-up Guidelines

All public schools must provide services as defined by IDEA 2004 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Both federal statutes provide national requirements regarding services for
and rights of the disabled. Each state must meet minimum federal regulation requirements
but may choose to exceed them. It is vital that each school becomes familiar with the federal
and state regulations to serve the special education population. The guidelines are adapted
based on state requirements. This section serves as an outline.

Subtopic Recommendations

Child find ® Query parents using approved online child find
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questions in Enrollment Placement Register (EPR)
Post child find letter in school handbook

Send child find letter with initial head-of-school
mailing, if applicable

Post non discriminatory information on school website
Post child find information on school website

Track positive responses to child find and refer to the
appropriate school personnel

Receipt of previous
records

Request previous records (twice, if necessary) using
parent release of records

Mail certified letter to previous school to obtain
records

Visit school if records not received
Contact state agency if records not received

Track and validate all attempts to receive records to
state agency

Parent
communication
during enrollment

Educate parents on school-offered services

Track all communication with parent, PAL, and/or
school staff

Special education
software

Contact state agency to determine state-required IEP
software

Purchase web-based IEP software that allows IEP
writers in other states to assist with IEP development if
no state-required software

Initial IEP

Write initial school IEP upon enrollment to indicate
change of placement and services

Contact IEP writers to support initial IEPs

Provide training to IEP writers; arranged by Director
of Special Programs or on-site special education
manager/coordinator

Special education
staffing

Job descriptions
Training

Provide on-site support to assist with records receipts,
records requests, and parent communication
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Related services

Finalize contracts with speech therapists, occupational
therapists, and school psychologists prior to new
school start, using school-approved contract form

Contact Director of Special Programs for support

Track related services needs of new students during
enrollment

Ensure all students receive needs-related service
during first week of school

Special education
service delivery

Provide weekly special education teacher contact
Provide special education services

Drive contact by IEP goals

Record all contact in TotalView School

Submit monthly reports tracking progress toward IEP
goals

Submit quarterly progress reports using state approved
forms

Professional
development

See Section 3(C) within Human Resource Information
section

Extended school
year

Follow PA state guidelines

Transition services

Follow PA state guidelines

high school . . .
(high school) Use Pathfinder to determine learning styles, career
interests, etc.
Compliancy Teachers self-audit files twice a year
hecklists (stat . . i
checkIsts (state Special education manager randomly audit files once a
specific)

year using approved checklist

Teacher evaluations

See Section 4(B) within School Accountability

State department
communication

Ensure special education manager attends all relevant
state agency meetings

Ensure special education manager is included on all
relevant state agency distribution lists

Initial evaluation
for special

Determine school eligibility within state-required time
frame
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education services ® Process all initial requests through the school’s
Responsiveness to Intervention (RTI) process

¢ Ensure contracted school psychologist complete
necessary testing

Re-evaluation for e Review records following state guidelines
special education . . .\
sIe) rvices ¢ Contract with school psychologist for additional

testing

e Meet within state-required time frame to determine
continued eligibility

Annual IEP e [EP written within required time frame for initial and
meetings re-evaluation meetings

¢ [EP amended when deemed necessary based on
monthly and/or quarterly data

Testing e Use tracking tool to indicate each student’s location
accommodations and allowable accommodations

¢ Provide training for all proctors

Child count e Use state reporting tool to appropriately reflect the
number of students with disabilities served by each
school

¢ Ensure 100% report completion and submission at
each cycle by the special education manager/
coordinator

C. Describe the teaching methods that will be used to deliver instruction and assess
academic performance. How will this pedagogy enhance student learning?

25



Certified
Teachers

Homeroom
Advisor

Administrator

Learning

2417 Coach
Tutorial Parent/
Support Guardian

Academic
Counselor

Special
Education
Coordinator

Students are served — in every course — by Highly Qualified Pennsylvania certified
teachers who are experts in their field of study and in the most effective online
instructional techniques. This means that students taking 5 or 6 courses will most likely
have 5-6 different teachers — one for each subject. It is the teacher’s personal
responsibility to ensure the academic success of each individual student in their class.
They engage students in the coursework and continually motivate them, monitor student
progress in the course, as well as grading and providing instructional feedback on
assignments. Students learn from this feedback and then revise their efforts for future
assignments. They set the pace of the course through defining daily assignments and
setting due dates, and support students through the use of synchronous (real time) and
asynchronous (recorded sessions to review and refresh/remind/reteach) methods.

Learning coaches are usually parents or guardians, but can be any caring adult that the
parent or guardian assigns to serve as the ‘eyes and ears’ and who work in conjunction
with the teacher to ensure student success. They are responsible for confirming:

* Materials and equipment are received

e Computer equipment is working and reliable

* There is constant connectivity to the Internet

* Students are completing their daily assignments

* Students are submitting all required assignments to teachers on or before the

due date

* Encourage and motivate students daily

*  Check for student understanding of their coursework
Learning Coaches also work directly with teachers and Homeroom Advisors when
support is needed to ensure student success.

26



All students are provided instructional strategies through synchronous and asynchronous
must be rooted in scientifically proven methods supported by data in order to improve
student achievement effectively. Live online instructional sessions are provided daily.
Online sessions provide direct instruction on course specific objectives and assignments,
small group and one-on-one targeted intervention support based on students’ identified
areas of need, and open office hours and tutoring support in a “drop in”” format for math,
English, history, and science.

Methods of Instruction:

® Online units and lessons along with traditional materials, including textbooks,
CDs, videos, and hands-on manipulatives that complement interactive online
learning

¢ Synchronous Instruction: Live online instructional sessions are provided daily.

e Online sessions provide direct instruction on course specific objectives and
assignments, small group and one-on-one targeted intervention support based on
students’ identified areas of need, and open office hours and tutoring support in a
“drop in” format for math, English, history and science.

e Asynchronous Instruction: All synchronous sessions are recorded and made
available to students within their online course and course recorded library.

e Mini-lessons are pre-recorded to provide an introduction to new concepts, direct
instruction and modeling of current course objectives, and a review of previously
taught standards and objectives.

® Blended learning centers that provide in-person, direct instruction in the areas of
math and English (select locations).

e Advisors, Counselors, and Social Workers to support students, at differentiated
student ratios based on at-risk characteristics of students served.

Homeroom Advisors monitor students’ overall academic ‘health’ and attendance. They
effectively “tie together” the students’ educational experience at the school. They may
follow students from grade to grade, and are responsible for building the school’s student
community which is connected to a larger National Student Body of students at other K"
network schools nationwide. They may serve as the instructors in orientation courses, to
ensure that students are ready to learn and to succeed in Insight PA. In addition, they
serve as an important administrative resource — helping to pull together teachers and
learning coaches for conferences when students need help.

Academic Counselors assist students in the transition from Middle School to High
School. They also assist students in selecting the correct pathway through high school,
and to draft their post-graduation plans. Counselors are also crucial in that they assist
students with non-academic issues related to social, emotional, or cognitive development
and personal health and safety.

For students with exceptional needs, Special Education Coordinators and teachers
develop a student’s IEP, monitor progress toward IEP goals, and conduct annual reviews
of IEPs. They partner with the student’s assigned teachers in co-teaching activities that
support special needs students learning providing accommodations and modifications as
necessary and relevant to the student’s performance. They provide suggestions/guidance
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to the student’s assigned teacher on accommodations/modifications to be made to lessons
or provide them directly to the students. They also support parents of the student to help
them better support the child in the home learning environment. Our school also ensures
— where appropriate and applicable — the delivery of other services to support students.
See Section 3(B) within Educational Program for further details on programming.

All students are assigned to a Homeroom, in which a designated certified teacher
provides additional guidance and academic/attendance support. This program allows
students to quickly get acclimated to the school, policies, and procedures, learn valuable
time management and study skills.

Last, but not least, the school Administrator provides oversight and leadership for all of
the people involved in supporting and educating the student. These seasoned
professionals ensure that your child receives the highest quality educational experience,
while developing and enforcing all school policies and ensuring that the school meets all
federal, state, and local education standards. They will often conference directly with
teachers, parents, and students to set academic, attendance, or behavior performance
goals/expectations for students.

D. Attach the school calendar and identify hours of the school operation, as per Section
1715-A09).
Insight PA’s school calendar will meet requirements of at least 180 instructional school
days (990 hours) and hours of school operation will be from 7:30am to 3:00pm. Please
see Appendix 3 for a copy of the school calendar.

Explanation: Describe effective teaching methods, curriculum, and a specific plan to meet the
needs of ALL students that are consistent with the mission of your school.

4. School Accountability:

A. What methods of self-assessment or evaluation will be used to ensure that the school
is meeting its stated mission and objectives?

The school’s Student Achievement Improvement Process (SAIP) will be a primary means
of self-assessment and evaluation. The SAIP process is a multi-stage planning process
which will take into consideration data collected about the success the school is having in
reaching its academic and nonacademic goals as stated in measurable terms in this charter
application (please see Section I. School Design Subsection 2 Measurable Goals and
Objectives). The stages of the SAIP process are:
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1. Prepare for Readiness to Benefit

Monitor . I Collact,

Sort and

Collect, Sort, and Select Data 'm';';';:g;‘;m Select Data
Analyze the School Data
Set and Prioritize Goals

Evaluate
Research Effective Practices Impact on

Student

Achievement

Craft Action Plan

Monitor Implementation of the Plan

S I U L S o

Evaluate Impact on Student
Achievement

Research
Effective Goals

Practices I ’

Stage 1: Prepare for Readiness to Benefit

The Student Achievement Planning Team (representatives from all aspects of the school,
including Human Resources, Operations, and Finance) must be aware of their own
readiness, abilities, and willingness to embark in a collaborative strategic planning
process. All Team Members should:

® Have completed training in conducting effective meetings

e Understand how decisions are made

e Agree on decision-making strategies for working toward consensus

¢ Commit time to meet and resources to support this work

® Assure open communication and trust among members

e Possess an understanding of the purpose of the SAIP process

Stage 2: Collect, Sort, and Select Data

e Team collects and sorts information from previous school records, past performances
on state testing, anecdotal information from parents, and other sources

e Team verifies data is current and correct
e Team accurately identifies students in TotalView School according to performance

data and initial benchmark testing.

Stage 3: Analyze the School Data

e Team analyzes school data to understand current student achievement
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e Team displays achievement and other data types in ways that are understandable to
all audiences and stimulates shared responsibility
e Team clearly articulates answers to the following questions:
o Who are the specific groups of students at our school (i.e., at-risk, minority,
advanced learner, etc.)?

o How does each of these groups perform on various measures?

o What does this data tell us about the strength and weaknesses of the program
for these specific populations?

e Team schedules frequent data reviews and considers whether new information should
change the SAIP

Stage 4: Set and Prioritize Goals

e Team identifies three-to-five areas based on data review. Goal-setting includes
answering questions such as:
o What state goals are required to meet AYP?

o What are the areas of greatest need based on student achievement in
subgroups?

o Which strategic areas have the highest potential for impact?

e Team follows a systematic process to develop focused, student-centered, measurable,
realistic, and time-bound goals to improve student achievement

e Team discusses desired and anticipated gains from SAIP implementation

Stage 5: Research Effective Practices

K'? Inc. provides programs - Scantron testing, Study Island, Class Connect, and others -
that have proven to be effective and should be imbedded throughout the SAIP.

Stage 6: Craft Action Plan

The Team creates an SAIP Action Plan that converts data analysis into action. Time spent
in detailed planning at this stage is critical. The Action Plan should be detailed enough so
that all staff members understand their role, stakeholders see a clear focus, and
measurable goals are identified.

Stage 7: Monitor Implementation of the Plan

e Team monitors SAIP action plan quarterly or as new information/data is obtained
e Team discusses the progress of the Action Plan and its impact on student achievement
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e Team assures the activities and tasks for each goal are moving forward under the

identified timelines

e Team considers what revisions are needed to accomplish the learning improvement

goals and increase student achievement

Stage 8: Evaluate Impact on Student Achievement

Evaluating the impact of the SAIP brings the process full circle. It is a time to measure
SAIP effectiveness, determine which practices will be continued, and start the process

again.

e Team collects and analyzes data to determine if SAIP goals were met and if student

achievement resulted
e Team evaluation report creates an SAIP to implement the following August

SAIP Checklist:

Action — Prepare for Readiness to Benefit

Staff members have completed training in Strategic Planning Process and the purpose of
the SAIP process

Team has agreed on SAIP purpose

Team has agreed on effective meeting norms and roles

Team has agreed on decision-making strategies for working toward consensus

Staff members have committed to specific times to meet

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Data Collection

Check
Box

Team collects and sorts information from previous school records, past performances on
state testing, anecdotal information from parents, and other sources

Team verifies data is current and correct

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Data Analysis

Check
Box

Team displays achievement and other data types in ways that are understandable to all
audiences

Team clearly articulates answers to the following questions:
o Who are the specific groups of students at our school (i.e., at-risk, minority,
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advanced learner, etc.)?

o How does each of these groups perform on various measures?

o What does this data tell us about the strength and weaknesses of the program
for these specific populations?

Team schedules frequent data reviews and considers new information

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action - Setting Goals

Check
Box

Team clearly articulates answers to the following questions:
o What state goals are required to meet AYP?
o What are the areas of greatest need based on student achievement in
subgroups?
o Which strategic areas have the highest potential for impact?

Team develops focused goals to improve student achievement which are:
o student-centered
o measurable
o realistic
o time-bound

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Researching Effective Practices

Check
Box

Team determines effective practices (Scantron assessments, Study Island, Class
Connect, etc.)

Team develops guidelines to implement and monitor effective practices

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Crafting Action Plan

Check
Box

Team creates a detailed Action Plan that identifies staff members’ roles with measurable
goals

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Monitoring Implementation

Check
Box

Team monitors SAIP action plan quarterly
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Team assures the activities and tasks for each goal are moving forward under the []
identified timelines

Team considers what revisions are needed to accomplish the learning improvement []
goals to increase student achievement

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

Action — Evaluating Impact Check

Box
Team collects and analyzes data to determine if SAIP goals were met and if student [ ]
achievement resulted

If you are implementing alternate processes, please specify:

B. How will teachers and administrators be evaluated? Describe your standards for
teacher and staff performance.
Teacher Evaluation

Insight PA teacher evaluation is designed to help all highly qualified teachers become
highly effective virtual educators. The following beliefs should guide the teacher’s
development in this process.

Effective teachers believe that all students can learn.

Effective teachers are caring, fair, and respectful.

Effective teachers hold high expectations for themselves and their students.
Effective teachers dedicate time for preparation and reflection.

Effective teachers are continuous learners.

Effective teachers provide critical feedback for their peers.

Effective teachers receive critical feedback from their peers, students, and
learning coaches.

Teacher evaluations are designed to serve two purposes: to measure teacher competence
and to foster professional development and growth. The Insight PA teacher evaluation
system will provide teachers useful feedback on classroom needs, the opportunity to learn
new teaching techniques, and counsel from administrators and other teachers on how to
make changes in their instructional strategies. To achieve these goals, evaluators will first
set specific procedures and standards. The standards will follow Charlotte Danielson’s
Framework for Teaching:

Planning and preparation,

Classroom Environment,

Instruction, and

Professional responsibilities.
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Insight PA teacher evaluations will consider a variety of teaching skills in a variety of
ways including:

® Observing classroom activities. The goal of class observations is to obtain a
representative sample of a teacher's performance in the classroom.
Observations can be formal and planned or informal and unannounced. Both
forms of evaluation can provide valuable information.

e Reviewing lesson plans and classroom records. Lesson plans can reflect how
well a teacher has thought through instructional goals. Looking at classroom
records, such as tests and assignments, can indicate how well a teacher has
linked lesson plans, instruction, and testing.

* Expanding the number of people involved in the evaluations to include
principals or teacher supervisors, peers and students.

Teachers will be evaluated using the Level I to Level II Evaluation Forms (Appendix 4,
5, 6).

Teachers moving from Instructional I to Instructional II certification should also
familiarize themselves with the process found on the Pennsylvania Department of
Education Website:
http://www.education.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/applications __ forms/8649/
level i to_level ii_evaluation forms/506765

Administrator Evaluation

Highly qualified administrators will be very important to the success of Insight PA. The
school will set high standards for hiring administrators and will set equally high standards
for evaluating their performance on the job. After hiring instructional leaders who have
the required experience and education, Insight PA will provide them with an online
performance review to be done in cooperation with their immediate supervisor. This self-
evaluation will be conducted as frequently as the administrator desires, but at least
annually. Administrators will do a self-evaluation of their job performance with
feedback provided by their immediate supervisor. Following the PDE Pennsylvania
Leadership Standards, this performance review will evaluate the performance of the
school administrators in terms of how well and to what extent they meet the standards,
specifically:

1. The administrator has knowledge and skills to think and plan strategically,
creating an organizational vision around personalized student success.

2. The administrator is grounded in standards-based systems theory and
design and is able to transfer knowledge to his/her job as an architect of

standards-based reform in the school.

3. The leader knows how to access and use appropriate data to inform
decision-making at all levels of the system.
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The leader creates a culture of teaching and learning with an emphasis on
learning.

The leader manages resources for effective results.

The leader collaborates, communicates, engages, and empowers others
inside and outside of the organization to pursue excellence in learning.

The leader operates in a fair and equitable manner with personal and
professional integrity.

The leader advocates for children and public education in the larger
political, social, economic, legal, and cultural context.

The leader supports professional growth of self and others through
practice and inquiry.

C. How will your school be accountable to the parents of the children attending your

school?

Insight PA will be accountable to our parents in numerous ways:

1. Education Program

We will set measurable academic and nonacademic goals and objectives
that are consistent with the Pennsylvania state standards, especially the
goal of making AYP, which we have built directly into our services
agreement with K"

We will make these goals and objectives known to our parents.

We will acquire and devote the program and financial resources necessary
to reach our goals and objectives especially the goal of making AYP.

We will frequently and thoroughly evaluate our success at meeting our
goals and objectives; inform our parents about our results; and plan for
ways to improve on our success.

2. Governance

We will have the highest expectations for professional and ethical
behavior of the school administration, instructional and other staff, and
Board of Trustees.

We will establish policies and procedures which set the standards for that
professional and ethical behavior.

We will establish school policies which provide effective controls and
oversight of the school’s operations and governance including finances,
personnel, meetings, and potential conflicts of interest.

We will provide adequate training for our Board of Trustees to enable
them to govern the school effectively.
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3. Fiscal

e We will provide our Board of Trustees with the authority for proper
oversight of our school’s finances.

e We will engage in financial planning in the short and long term to provide
for the financial viability of the school .

e  We will establish school fiscal policies as needed to provide the education
program in our charter, including staff salaries and benefits and
procurement,

e We will establish financial policies and procedures including identifying
those responsible for making and receiving regular financial reports and
audits.

Insight PA will also provide many ways for parents to be directly involved in the
operations of the school. To summarize the opportunities:

® serving on the Insight PA Board;

¢ attending Board and other school meetings and participating on ad-hoc
committees appointed to address specific issues;

® participating in the Parent Advisory Council;

e contacting teachers, specialists, and other parents to solve problems, give
feedback, or pass on ideas and insights to the school community;

e communicating on the moderated school online community discussion
board;

e completing online parent surveys; and

e other contributions that parents choose to make to the operations and
governance of the school.

Additionally, parents will have the opportunity to evaluate the Insight PA program,
teachers, administrators, curriculum, and learning management system in an annual
satisfaction survey (Appendix 7).

. Discuss your plan for regular review of school budgets and financial records.

The Insight PA administrative staff, under the guidance of the Board of Trustees, will be
accountable for compliance with all local, state and federal laws and regulations
pertaining to public schools, including budgets and financial records.

The Board of Trustees will establish a Finance Committee made up of knowledgeable
financial advisors who will work closely with the Insight PA Business Operations
Manager to ensure that the financial needs of Insight PA are met and that there is full
compliance with all local, state and federal laws and regulations that apply to charter
schools.

The Finance Committee and the Business Operations Manager will work together to

prepare and implement internal controls and processes to protect the assets of the school
and minimize the possibility of fraud or misuse of funds. The internal controls and
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procedures manual will address the following, at a minimum. This is not intended to be
an exhaustive list.

e (Cash receipts and disbursements

O

o
o
O

Authorized signatories
Approval authority levels
Segregation of duties
Monthly bank reconciliations

e Procurement Process

O

O
o
o

Purchase requisitions

Approved vendors

Approved authorizers re: purchase orders

Reconciliations that product and services invoiced have been received

e Human Resource Policies and Processes

o

O O O O O O

To address the approval of all hires and salaries

To ensure there are no conflicts of interest among hired Insight PA staff
Ensure the confidentiality of all personal and personnel information
Ensure benefits are competitive and provided

Ensure compliance with all local, state and federal laws and regulations
Implement an employee performance evaluation system

Provide staff with professional development opportunities

¢ Fixed Asset Policy

(@)

O
o
o

Dollar amount for capitalization
Depreciation periods

Asset tagging

Annual inventories

¢ Budgeting, Forecasting and Reporting Processes

O

All financial records will be kept in accordance with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles for 501(c)(3)entities.

Annually the Business Operations Manager will prepare a “working
budget” in May for review by the Finance Committee and the Board of
Trustees. Working with the Board and Committee, the Business
Operations Manager will make all necessary arrangements for final
Budget approval by June 30" for the succeeding fiscal year.

Monthly the Business Operations Manager will prepare a financial report
with will address the changes in net assets for the period in addition to a

monthly cash flow statement and balance sheet.

All variances from the approved Budget will be investigated and
explained.
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o Quarterly, based upon year-to-date results, the Business Operations
Manager will prepare a full year forecast for comparison to the approved
budget. This will enable the Board of Trustees to take the necessary
actions, if any, to ensure the budget is met.

o The Business Operations Manager will ensure monthly that all regulatory
reports are filed in a timely manner.

o The Business Operations Manager, working with the Finance Committee
and the Board of Trustees, will identify an independent accounting firm to
audit the Insight PA books and controls annually. A minimum of three
firms will be considered based upon their experience in charter school
audits and their reputation for quality and integrity. The sole decision will
rest with the board of Trustees.

o The Business Operations Manager will work closely with the auditors
each year to ensure the audit is conducted in an efficient manner and any
recommendations are implemented immediately.

o For heightened accountability, both the Insight PA Administrative
Assistant and the Insight PA Business Operations Manager will be trained
on the Operating Budget Management System (OBMS) for the purpose of
providing assurance that the information is in compliance with federal and
state laws, regulations and procedures for the PED.

o The Business Operations Manager will work with the Board of Trustees to
procure federal entitlement funds, state funds, and other grants and ensure
that each is properly accounted for in accordance with Fund Accounting
standards.

E. Describe your system for maintaining school records and disseminating information
as required under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), affords parents and students
over 18 years of age (‘“eligible student”) certain rights with respect to the student’s
educational records. They are:

(1) The right to inspect and to review the student’s educational records within 45 days of
the date Insight PA receives a request for access.

Parents or eligible students will submit to the Insight PA Head of School (or appropriate
school official) a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The
Head of School or designee will arrange a records inspection for the parent or eligible
student.

(2) The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent
or eligible student believes is inaccurate or misleading.
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Parents or eligible students (age 18 and above) may ask Insight PA to amend a record that
they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write the Head of School, clearly
identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or
misleading.

If Insight PA decides to not amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible
student, notice will be given to the parent or eligible student of the decision. Information
will be given advising him or her of the right to a hearing regarding the request for
amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be included to
the parent or eligible student when they are notified of the right to a hearing.

(3) The right to consent to disclosure of personal information contained in the student’s
education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without
consent.

One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials
with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by Insight
PA as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health
or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the Insight PA
Charter School Board; a person or company with whom Insight PA has contracted to
perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a
parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance
committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an
education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.

Upon request, Insight PA will disclose education records without consent to officials of
another school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. (Note: FERPA requires a
school district to make a reasonable attempt to notify the student of the records request
unless it states in its annual notification that it intends to forward records on request.)

(4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning
alleged failures by Insight PA to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and
address of the Office that administers FERPA is:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
600 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605

Insight PA maintains records concerning all children enrolled, including students with
disabilities. Records containing personally identifiable information about or related to
children with disabilities could include, but are not limited to, cumulative grade reports,
discipline records, enrollment and attendance records, health records, individualized
education programs, notices of recommended assignment, notices of intent to evaluate
and to reevaluate, comprehensive evaluation reports, other evaluation reports by public
school staff and by outside evaluators, work samples, test data, data entered into the Penn
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Data system, correspondence between school staff and home, instructional support team
documents, referral data, memoranda and other education-related documents. Records
may be maintained electronically, on paper, microfiche, audio and videotape. Records
may be located in the central administrative offices of Insight PA, electronic storage
systems and in the secure possession of teachers, school administrators, specialists,
psychologists, counselors and other school staff with a legitimate educational interest in
the information contained therein. All records will be maintained in the strictest
confidentiality.

Records will be maintained as long as they remain educationally relevant. The purposes
of collecting and maintaining records are to:

e ensure that the child receives programs and services consistent with his or her IEP;
® monitor the ongoing effectiveness of programming for the child;

¢ document for the public school and the parents that the student is making meaningful
progress;

e gatisfy the requirements of state and federal agencies who have an interest in
inspecting or reviewing documents concerning particular students or groups of
students for purposes of compliance monitoring, complaint investigation, and fiscal
and program audits; and

¢ inform future programming for and evaluations of the child. When educational
records, other than those which must be maintained, are no longer educationally
relevant, the Insight PA will notify the parents in writing and may destroy the records
or, at the request of the parents, must destroy them. Insight PA is not required to
destroy records that are no longer educationally relevant unless the parents request so
in writing.

When educational records, other than those required, are no longer educationally
relevant, Insight PA will notify parents in writing and may destroy records or, at the
request of the parents, may destroy these records. Insight PA is not required to destroy
records that are no longer educationally relevant unless the parents request so in writing.

. Describe your system for maintaining accurate student enrollment and withdrawal
information as required under Section 1748-A, Enrollment and Notification.
Enrollment

Insight PA Cyber Charter School will require the state mandated documentation for
enrollment including a copy of a birth certificate, immunization record, proof of
residence, and Sworn Statement. In addition, the school will require students to complete
a Student Enrollment Information form, Instructional Use of Property Form, PDE
Notification Form, and Home Language Survey Form. The Head of School will be
responsible for overseeing the maintenance of this information. The school Registrar will
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be responsible for maintaining it. The records will be kept at the school’s administrative
office.

In compliance with Section 1748-A(1) Enrollment and Notification, within 15 days of a
student’s enrollment in Insight PA, Insight PA will send the PDE Notification Form to a
student’s school district of residence notifying the district of the student’s enrollment. If
a school district which has received the PDE Notification form determines that a student
is not a resident of the school district, the following procedures outlined in Section 1748-
A(2)(-vii) will apply:

) Within seven days of receipt of the notice, the school district shall notify
Insight PA and PDE that the student is not a resident of the school district.
Notification of nonresidence shall include the basis for the determination.

(i1) Within seven days of notification in (i), Insight PA shall review the
notification of nonresidence, respond to the school district and provide a
copy of the response to PDE. If Insight PA agrees that a student is not a
resident of the school district, it shall determine the proper district of
residence of the student before requesting funds from another school
district.

(111)  Within seven days of receipt of the response in (i1), the school district shall
notify Insight PA that it agrees with Insight PA’s determination or does
not agree with Insight PA’s determination.

(iv) A school district that has notified Insight PA that it does not agree with
Insight PA’s determination in (iii) shall appeal to PDE for a final
determination.

v) All decisions of PDE regarding the school district of residence of a student
shall be subject to review by the Commonwealth Court.

(vi) A school district shall continue to make payments to Insight PA under
section 1725-A during the time in which the school district of residence of
a student is in dispute.

(vii) If a final determination is made that a student is not a resident of an
appealing school district, Insight PA shall return all funds provided on
behalf of that student to the school district within 30 days.

Withdrawal

In order for students to have a consistent education throughout the school year, it is
important that they remain with one program for the duration of the year. Unfortunately
there are circumstances that occur that result in a student’s withdrawal before the end of
the school year. If this occurs, the following policy and procedure will apply:

Notification of Withdrawal

A family may expresses an interest to withdraw a student by calling the main
administrative office or communicating their desire to their teacher. In each case, the
office administrator or teacher will be instructed to capture all pertinent information
including student name, identification number, reason for withdrawal, and effective
withdrawal date on the Teacher Withdrawal Verification Form (see Appendix 8). The
school administrative staff or teacher will immediately send the family the School
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Withdrawal Form and Statement of Intent to Discontinue Education (see Appendix 8) to
be returned via mail, fax, or email. The Homeroom Teacher or Advisor must complete a
Withdrawal Report within 3 days of notice of withdrawal (see Appendix 8).

In every case where a family is making a choice to withdraw, to keep continuity in each
student’s educational plan, the school team will try to ascertain what may have prompted
the decision and determine if there is any way that the school can assist the family and
resolve any possible issues.

In the case of truancy, school administrators and teachers will follow the truancy
procedures in this application (see Section IV Finance and Facility Subsection 4.A Child
Accounting). Families will be expected to verify withdrawal information and complete a
form but in the event that a family does not complete the form, the teacher and/or office
administrator will capture the information during the initial communication so the
information can be logged into the school’s information system.

Students over the age of 17 years of age are legally able to drop out of school, and may
sign the documentation for withdrawal themselves, although they will be encouraged to
continue their education, whether with Insight PA or another education entity. These
students will also be encouraged to identify where they will be going after withdrawal.
They will be asked to complete the verification form as well.

Students in 12" grade will be referred to Guidance Counselors, Advisors, and/or the High
School Principal for follow-up. Twelfth grade students should be afforded every
opportunity to continue with Insight PA, and truancy plans or success plans should be
developed to ensure they have the opportunity to complete their education with Insight
PA. If a student does not wish to pursue any of the options offered by the school
personnel, they will also complete the Statement of Intent to Discontinue Education Form
(see Appendix 8). This information will be captured by the school and reported to the
Department of Education PIMS system.

District Notification

In the event of any student withdrawal, for any reason, Insight PA will notify the district
of residence within 15 days with a copy of the School Withdrawal Form and/or truancy
letters if a student has accumulated too many unexcused absences with little or no attempt
to resolve issues through a Truancy Elimination Plan. A copy of all withdrawal forms,
and district notification will be kept in the students file.

Student Files & Documentation
Student academic and medical files will be removed from active Insight PA files. All
documentation of withdrawal (letter, report, form) will be copied and filed in the

student’s main file. The student’s medical file and main file will be merged and filed with
all withdrawn students’ files.

G. Describe plans to evaluate student performance.
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Student performance will be evaluated continuously throughout the school year in several
ways including:

e a variety of formative and summative content-specific assessments built into
every lesson to guide and tailor the pace of progress to each child’s needs;

e proficiency on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests and
the Keystone Exams ;

e performance and growth measured on the Scantron Performance and
Achievement Series assessments.

¢ and by using Individualized Learning Plans for each student.

Lesson Assessments are used to verify mastery of the objectives for that lesson, and to
determine whether a review of some or the entire lesson is advisable. When content is
presented using platforms that support adaptivity, lesson assessments can also determine
the learner path.

Unit Assessments show whether the student has retained key learning objectives for the
unit, and identify specific objectives students may need to review before moving on.

Semester Assessments verify student mastery of key learning objectives for the
semester.

Teachers will monitor individual student progress by setting goals, grading assignments,
giving support and advice, and drawing on their years of experience and training. This
approach, integrated assessments, and a comprehensive learning system will provide
parents and teachers with the support needed to deliver an unparalleled education.
Teachers can proactively monitor individual student academic progress through ongoing
lesson and unit assessments tracked in “real time” through the OLS. Students who
master lessons ahead of schedule can progress seamlessly into the next unit. Students
who need additional instructional time can continue working on lessons until they master
the lesson objectives.

Insight PA students will fully participate in the Pennsylvania System of School
Assessment (PSSA) and the Keystone Exams as applicable at the appropriate age levels
to measure the extent to which students are meeting state standards and the school is
making AYP.

Throughout the school year, Insight PA will be proactive to ensure that its students are
meeting the Pennsylvania state academic standards and the school is meeting AYP.
Insight PA will utilize the Scantron Performance and Achievement Series
Assessments to continuously measure student progress toward meeting these academic
goals throughout the school year. Students in grades 6-8 and grade 11 will take the
Scantron Performance Series Assessment at the beginning of the school year (or upon
enrollment) and at the end of the school year. This is an adaptive assessment which
provides a scaled score. This scaled score provides a growth measure indicator for each
child. The Scantron Performance Series Assessment also provides a SIP score (standard
item pool score) for each content unit within the subjects of math and reading, suggested
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learning objectives, and Pennsylvania state standard information indicating whether a
student has mastered each age appropriate grade level standard. Data collection from this
assessment will predict how students will perform on the PSSA based on a correlation of
the child’s performance to content standards. It will also allow teachers to view
individual student reports as well as an entire class in order to make data-driven decisions
on individual and classroom instruction.

Grades 6-8 and 11 will also take the Scantron Achievement Series Assessments. These
assessments are single strand objective assessments. For each objective on the
Pennsylvania State Blueprint an assessment of 10 questions will be given to all students —
generally one standard per week. Students who do not master the state objective will be
provided focused remediation on the objective and reassessed for effectiveness of
instruction and student proficiency. Data collected from the Achievement Series
Assessments will prove proficiency of each Pennsylvania State Content Standard in a
given grade level by student, and provide a measure of the effectiveness of interventions.

Individualized Learning Plans

Every student enrolled at Insight PA Cyber Charter School will have in Individualized
Learning Plan (ILP). The ILP is a written plan that defines the academic needs and
strengths of a student based on data. The ILP is a fluid document that evolves throughout
the school year, with input in creating and revising the document coming from student,
parent, teachers, and administrators. ILPs are reviewed quarterly, or more frequently at
the students or parents request (Appendix 9).

. How will student development toward the school’s overall learning goals and
objectives be measured?

Middle School Promotion

The Insight PA starts with the expectation that most of our students who regularly attend
school will be promoted to the next grade level by the end of the school year. Grade-level
promotion is not based solely on percentages, numbers of lessons completed, or test
scores. Rather, grade-level promotion is based on a more comprehensive view that
includes satisfactory progress in skill development, acceptable attendance, prior school
experience, and achievement on lesson assessments. As would be the case in a traditional
classroom, students at Insight PA will exhibit a significant range of achievement in a
certain grade and most students in this range will move to the next grade.

Students will receive a mid-year progress report at the end of the first semester. The
Insight PA uses the following grading scale to evaluate a student’s progress at the end of
the school year:

Middle School Grading Scale:
A =90% - 100%
B =80% - 89%
C=70% - 79%
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D =60% -69%
F = below 60 %

All students must pass 3 out of the 4 core courses (Math, English, History and Science)
with a letter grade of D or better in order to be promoted to the next grade level in the
fall. All promotion decisions are made at the conclusion of the school year. (Students
who enter Insight PA after the first semester of the school year will have their current
grades averaged with the grades earned at Insight PA to calculate a final grade.)

Students who enroll after the start of school or have special needs will work with their
teacher to determine appropriate progress expectations for the school year.

Each student’s report card will include a narrative in each core subjects are (math,
Language Arts, history, science, art, and physical education) of the student’s progress in
both academic and non-academic development. These narratives will draw upon
evaluations of work samples, standardized test scores, individualized instruction sessions,
and student group projects. Also included will be results of all standardized test scores
including those mandated by the State of Pennsylvania. Parents will be trained to
understand how to read the results of all standardized test scores.

High School Promotion

Graded activities in the Insight PA high school-level courses are assigned points. A
student’s final grade will reflect the actual points earned, compared to the total points
possible. Teachers will use these points to assign letter grades, according to their grading
policies. Students and learning coaches can access the current grades for all courses by
viewing their accounts in the LMS or the MylInfo area, at any time during the semester.

Students are responsible for their own work on unit tests and final exams. Students are
not allowed to use notes, quizzes, or textbooks on unit tests and final exams, unless
indicated in an IEP. Students are not allowed to share work with other students on unit
tests or final exams. Unless otherwise noted, tests and quizzes are not “open-book™
assignments. If a student does not complete his own work or shares his work with others
on unit tests and/or final exams, he/she will not receive credit for the work.

Students must cite sources in all assignments, tests and exams. Students will not receive
credit for work that does not appropriately cite sources. Grades will be determined based
on how students perform on teacher graded activities within each course. Graded
activities may include:

* Online or paper-based worksheets and practice sets

* Quizzes

* Exams (e.g. Unit, Semester, Final)

* Threaded discussions

* Essays, research papers, and other writing assignments
* Presentations
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Assignments will be teacher-graded or computer-graded, depending on the assignment.
During the semester, students can view their grades in the Student Progress Report.
Teachers, administrators and parents also have access to student grade information.

In order to satisfy each student’s individual learning needs, Insight PA Advisors and
Counselors collaborate with parents and students to establish individual student goals and
learning plans. Goals and plans are designed to clarify and to guide the student’s learning
experience while motivating the student and increasing the likelihood of high academic
achievement. Student attendance and progress are factored into goals. Advisors, students
and parents may modify these goals as the school year progresses. Dedicated Insight PA
staff work closely with students and parents to formulate realistic expectations, and
provide feedback toward the goals, during scheduled parent/ teacher conferences.

High School Grading Scale

A =90-100%
B =80-89%
C=70-79%
D = 60-69%

F = below 60%

All students will be placed in 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade using the credit scale below.
Students who transferred into Insight PA will be placed into the appropriate grade level
after a careful review of the student’s transcript from the sending school district.

Credit Scale

0-4.99 Credits — 9th Grade
5-10.99 Credits — 10th Grade
11-15.99 Credits — 11th Grade
16- 22 Credits — 12th Grade

Describe how student evaluation will be used to improve student achievement and
attain the stated learning objectives.

Data from Scantron diagnostic testing will be reviewed in the school at the grade, subject
(math and reading), classroom, and student level by administrators and teachers no less
than quarterly in order to review the success of intervention strategies with struggling
students. The school will develop a Student Achievement Improvement Plan based on
data from all available sources which will be reviewed no less than quarterly throughout
the course of the school year in order to ensure grade level progress toward Pennsylvania
state academic standards.

Additionally, every student enrolled at Insight PA Cyber Charter School will have in
Individualized Learning Plan (ILP). The ILP is a written plan that defines the academic
needs and strengths of a student based on data. The ILP is a fluid document that evolves
throughout the school year, with input in creating and revising the document coming
from student, parent, teachers, and administrators. ILPs are reviewed quarterly, or more
frequently at the students or parents request (Appendix 9).
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Explanation: Describe your commitment to high academic standards for all students; well-
developed evaluation program for either school-developed or standardized testing; use of the
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) or the PA Alternate School Assessment
(PASA); and an analysis of assessment results to improve student performance.

5. School Community:

A. Describe the relationship of your school with the surrounding community.

Insight PA will be open to all sixth through twelfth grade students in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania—which is our “surrounding community.” Insight PA students will
include special student populations such as gifted and talented students (particularly those
identified as twice exceptional), students attending schools designated as ‘“needs
improvement”, those who are struggling academically, those having special needs, and
those students in need of a quality educational option. The school will invest in a full
time staff person to coordinate volunteers and community outreach to maximize the
support necessary for all students to achieve. Insight PA will solicit many volunteers to
support the instructional model. The expectation is that volunteers will commit to
meeting weekly with students. We will look to the community, businesses, law firms, and
colleges and universities across the Commonwealth to leverage every possible resource
available for all students to succeed.

Our extracurricular activities will focus on developing a strong sense of “community”
among our students. Please see the description in the following section (6. Extra-
curricular activities) of our “Semester of Service” which will be a community service
requirement for all Insight PA students. Students will work with others in their
community, with their family, and independently to address social issues like poverty,
inequity, and injustice.

B. Describe the nature and extent of parent involvement in the school’s mission.

Direct parental involvement is fundamental to the success of Insight PA. The most
fundamental role parents will play as learning coaches is to support their child’s learning
and to help continuously evaluate Insight PA’s operation, governance, and instructional
program. Parents will be asked to support school wide initiatives, participate in learning
center activities, and be committed to support the school’s goal for every student to reach
their full academic potential. ~ The school will offer support through monthly parent
training, speakers, and modeling. Sessions will focus on: reading and helping children
improve reading comprehension; essential skills for grammar and writing; motivating
struggling learners; focus on reluctant writers; essential note taking skills; numbers and
math concepts in the real world; and converting early struggles to a successful year.
Most of the sessions are planned to be webinars or synchronous online sessions using
web conferencing tools to make them most accessible to parents. Face-to-face sessions
will be an integral part of the program and will be provided in regional tutoring centers
across the state.
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At Insight PA, parents will help guide students through their daily coursework using the
K'? network of curriculum offerings and the OLS. Parents will be expected to partner
with teachers daily via phone, email, synchronous sessions using online platforms or in
person to ensure students are on track and in line with the expectations set by the school.
Insight PA parents will be expected to be proactive, to contact teachers, specialists, and
other parents to solve problems, to give feedback, or pass on ideas and insights to the
school community. The school also expects parents to volunteer their time and effort on
behalf of the school—and to suggest, help organize, and participate in field trips, other
educational outings, and social events.

In addition:

e Parents can hold a direct leadership position and influence the management of the
school by serving on the Insight PA Board. The Board sets policy and provides
governance and oversight on Insight PA academic, extracurricular, finance,
personnel, daily operations, and legal matters.

e Parents who are not members of the Board are actively encouraged to attend Board
and other Insight PA meetings and to participate on ad-hoc committees appointed to
address specific issues.

¢ Insight PA will organize a Parent Advisory Council. The Parent Advisory Council is
parent-driven and is recognized as the official voice of Insight PA parents. The group
serves as a direct communication link between Insight PA families and the school and
is a resource for parents, both as a source of conveying school information to families
as well as relaying parental suggestions to the school administration.

e Teachers will initiate regular conferences and conversations with parents about their
child’s progress and also about parents’ needs and concerns about the operation of the
school. Parents are free to contact teachers, specialists, and other parents to solve
problems, give feedback, or pass on ideas and insights to the school community.

e The Insight PA website will have a moderated Insight PA online community
discussion board to facilitate a constructive and interactive communication process.

e Parents will help us to continuously evaluate the operation and governance of the
school both online and offline. Insight PA will survey parents online annually to
determine their satisfaction with their overall experience. Criteria of the survey will
include the curriculum, instruction, Online School, administration, support, quality
and delivery of materials, working with the lessons, student progress, student attitude
towards learning, communication, and interaction with other Insight PA students and
parents. Parents may supply critiques and/or endorsements regarding their experience
at Insight PA.

¢ Throughout the school year, the principal, other administrators, and teachers will
account for contributions that parents and community members have made to the
operations and governance of the school and communicate this to the Board and the
school community through the school website, in print reports and in face-to-face
meetings. New opportunities for parents and community members to contribute will
always be considered.

. Describe procedures established to review complaints of parents regarding
operation of the charter school.
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Insight PA is interested in achieving and fostering student/family satisfaction. If parental
complaints arise regarding the operation of Insight PA, school personnel and parents will
collaborate to seek solutions.

The following procedures have been drafted for consideration and adoption by the Insight
PA board. The procedures are intended to ensure that student/family grievances are
addressed fairly by the appropriate people in a timely manner. Insight PA prohibits
discrimination against students/families on the basis of disability, race, creed, color,
gender, national origin or religion.

1.

All concerns and issues should first be directed to the student’s teacher. If an
Insight PA teacher cannot resolve the issue (e.g., materials and computer issues),
he or she will direct the parent/responsible adult to the appropriate contact for
assistance. The Insight PA teacher will monitor the concern to ensure resolution.

If the issue or concern is about the Insight PA teacher, parents are advised to
contact the Lead Teacher for that particular teacher or the Academic
Administrator.

If the concern is not resolved at the teacher, lead teacher, or Academic
Administrator levels, students and parent(s)/responsible adults, custodian(s), or
legal guardian(s) should address any concern or grievance in writing to the Head
of School. The Head of School will respond within ten (10) working days.

If the concern or grievance is not resolved by the Head of School, the parent(s),
custodian(s), or legal guardian(s) may, within ten (10) working days of the Head
of School’s response, request a meeting (via phone or in person) with the Head of
School to discuss the concern or grievance. The meeting request must be in
writing. The Head of School shall investigate and respond within ten (10)
working days.

If the family’s concern is not resolved at the meeting with the Head of School, the
family may file a complaint with the Insight PA Board of Trustees. The Insight
PA Board may address the complaint directly, or the family may file a complaint
in writing with the Division of Nonpublic, Private, and Charter School Services
Pennsylvania Department of Education. After receiving the complaint, the
Department will determine if it merits referral to an existing complaint procedure
(e.g., special education, professional employee misconduct). If the complaint
cannot be referred under existing procedures, the redacted, written complaint, (or
paraphrased oral complaint), will be forwarded to Insight PA for a response.
Insight PA will have ten business days to issue a written response. After receipt of
the Insight PA response, the Department will determine if the complaint is
resolved, or if further investigation is required.

Explanation: Describe expectations of family members (or guardians) to be active participants
in their children’s education and the integration plan of the school to collaborate with other
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community organizations.

6. Extracurricular activities (athletics, publications and organizations):
A. Describe the program of extracurricular activities planned for the charter school.

Note: Charter schools shall be permitted, if otherwise qualified, to be members of the
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association.

In addition to their academic needs, Insight PA will serve students’ social, emotional, and
physical needs. Teachers, parents, and administrators will strive to engage students in
constructive activities that will educate the whole student. For instance, there will be
frequent opportunities for socialization with fellow Insight PA students including special
interest clubs, community-based service projects, leadership training, and field trips.

In particular, we will focus extracurricular activities on developing a strong sense of
“community” among our students. They will be encouraged to work with others in their
community, with their family, and independently to address social issues like poverty,
inequity, and injustice. An example of our plans to build commitment to community is to
involve all students in a “Semester of Service.” Insight PA students will join others
across the country in “A Semester of Service” that encourages young people, ages 5-25,
to develop a semester-long service-learning project that launches on Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day of Service and culminates on Global Youth Service Day. Projects take place in
classrooms as part of the academic curriculum; in schools as part of the extra-curricular
activities; in congregations of faith; and in youth development groups in neighborhoods
across the United States. During these 12 weeks, young people from elementary schools
to graduate universities will identify a problem or unmet need that affects their
community, the nation, or the world. They will prepare a plan to address the problem or
need; take action to implement their solution; reflect deeply on their progress and next
steps; and celebrate their success. Insight PA students will experience the impact they can
make as individuals in their local community contributing to a cumulative impact on a
global scale.

B. Describe whether any agreements have been entered into or plans developed with
the local school district regarding participation of the charter school students in
extracurricular activities within the school district.

Pennsylvania Public School Code (24 P.S. § 17-1719-A-14) requires that charter school
students be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities offered by their school
district or residence, provided that they are not offered by their charter school. Students
must be “able to fulfill all of the requirements of participation in such activity.” Student
athletes must also satisfy eligibility requirements established by the Pennsylvania
Interscholastic Athletic Association. Student members of a sports team of their home
school district must continue to meet grade requirements to be part of the team. Coaches
needing academic information from Insight PA must make a request in writing to the
Head of School. Whenever possible, Insight PA will assist students and parents to secure
the opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities.
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Explanation: Identify organized activities that complement the mission of the cyber charter
school and the programs in the students’ school districts of residence.

7. Technology Support:

A. Describe how your cyber charter school uses technology to provide a significant portion
of its curriculum and to deliver a significant portion of instruction using the Internet or
other electronic means.

The design, development and delivery of the K" learning system are based on a set of
guiding principles. One of the principles specifically addresses how the K'? learning
program uses technology in its curriculum:

Employ Technology Appropriately for Learning. We employ technology only
where we feel it is appropriate and can enhance the learning process. In addition
to online content, our curriculum includes a rich mix of offline course materials,
including engaging textbooks and hands-on materials such as phonics kits and
musical instruments.

For grades 6 through 12, the course content, instruction, assignments and supplemental
materials are delivered to the students through online (web-based lessons), through
hands-on materials kits shipped directly to the student -- containing related books
(textbooks, workbooks, reference books, and anthologies), DVDs, and other hands-on
activity materials (science experiments, art supplies, math manipulatives, etc.).

The ratio of online to print materials for the student varies from curricula area/course to
course and by grade level. Note: as a definition, print materials are defined as a book,
magazine, and binder sheets that are delivered 100% offline for the student. Some print
materials will be delivered online and will need to be printed by the student. These
materials are categorized as online materials. Generally, the ratios in the core subjects

are:
K> CURRICULUM RATIOS OF ONLINE/PRINTED MATERIALS
GRADE % ONLINE MATERIALS % PRINTED MATERIALS
Math | Science | History | Lang. | PS* | Math | Science | History | Lang. | PS*
Arts Arts
K-2 50 95 75 25 NA 50 5 25 75 NA
3-5 50 100 50 2 100 50 0 50 98 0
6-8 50 100 40 30 100 50 0 60 70 0
9-12 67 75 30 30 100 33 25 70 70 0

*PS = powerspeak'>

B. Describe how you will improve student achievement through effective uses of
technology.

The K!? curriculum and patented methodology for online learning has proven to be a
powerful approach to learning. Its core elements include:
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¢ Rich, challenging, and engaging content, delivered in state-of-the-art online
lessons along with traditional materials that complement interactive online
learning. This rich mix of content allows K'* to deliver lessons in diverse ways
that accommodate diverse learning styles.

e Synchronous web-based instruction using web conferencing platforms such as
Class Connect that give teachers the opportunity to instruct and assess student
understanding in real time while establishing community in a distance learning
environment.

¢ Web-based student assessment that drives instruction based on student
performance.

¢ An Individualized Learning Plan designed for each child to ensure a
customized program that fits each child’s unique strengths, weaknesses, learning
styles and aptitudes.

¢ A learning coach (typically the parent) who facilitates progress through daily
lessons in the K-8 environment and who plays a supportive role to help the
student stay on task in high school.

o Cutting-edge technology that enables individualized learning to happen anytime,
anywhere. The online school itself provides daily lesson plans that automatically
update as the child progresses, as well as delivering announcements, online school
discussions, and communication and support tools to tie the experience together.

The ability to continually update their curriculum and systems based upon student, parent
and teacher feedback and assessment data is one of the significant advantages of the K'?
online curriculum. All of the lessons contain a user feedback button that allows K'? to
identify learning issues on a real-time basis. In a given week, they receive hundreds of
feedback items from students, parents and teachers. The final stage of the product
development cycle is the evaluation stage. During that phase, they evaluate the overall
performance of their product against the original design specifications. They obtain
measurement feedback from a number of sources, including:

e User Feedback —they receive a substantial amount of feedback from
teachers, parents and students. Some feedback is directly incorporated into
course modifications. In addition, they observe students in their usability labs
and visit students and parents to better understand how their products are
being used;

® Progress Reports— through the OLS, they are able to monitor each student’s
progress through a course. This data helps them identify portions of a course
that may be especially difficult for students, and may require revision or
enhancements; and

e State Test Scores — students in the virtual public schools they serve
participate in proctored state exams. These tests provide an impartial
assessment of how these students are performing against established
benchmarks and within their state.

Using these sources of feedback, they can revise their courses and systems as necessary
to achieve the desired learning objectives.
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C. Describe the technical support that will be provided to students and parents.

K'?’s Technical Support includes web-based, email and phone support. All support
personnel are knowledgeable in OLS use and have received training on resolving
technical support problems. K'? Technical Support includes the following web-based
support areas:

1) Using the Online School (OLS)

2) K" Supplied Computer Equipment

3) Personal Computers

4) Connectivity—ISP, Firewall, Troubleshooting
5) Materials

6) Account Information

7) Learning Coach Resources

8) Online Tutorials

9) Contact Phone Numbers

10) Request for Support

K'*s phone center includes support in three (3) general areas:

1) Customer Care (using the LMS, shipment of materials);
2) Technical Support (available only for K'? issued equipment or K'* systems);
3) Enrollment Consultants (assistance for enrolling students).

K'? Technical Support is managed by a mature Customer Care organization. Customers
can choose to access support through three separate channels; information about all three
channels is available via the “Customer Support” portal on the K'? website:

e Phone Support: The K'? Call Center is staffed to handle technical
support issues 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. The telephone
number and hours of operation are provided on the K'* Customer
Support portal.

¢ E-mail: E-mail support is available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
The form-driven front end is accessed via the K'* Customer Support
portal, and guides the customer to provide all necessary information to
allow a fast and accurate response. K'? responds within 24 business
hours of receiving a customer e-mail inquiry.

e Self Help: Self help is available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
This web-based channel is accessed via the K'* Customer Support
portal; it provides answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs),
video tutorials, teaching resources, software downloads, and other
information on common issues.

Internal escalation processes are in place to provide quick access to second-line technical

support as necessary, as well as access to resources in other groups such as Systems &
Technology, Product Development, Customer Fulfillment, etc., if required.
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D. Describe the policy for ensuring the privacy and security measures that will
guarantee the confidentiality of data gathered online.

All of Insight PA’s educational records will be protected as required by the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act and similar state laws. Please refer to Section I
School Design Subsection 4 School Accountability (E) and Section V Administration
Subsection 2 Admissions Policy (B) of this application which describe how Insight PA
will comply with these laws.

Reference checks and background checks will be completed on each candidate including
educational, DMV, criminal history record, official clearance statement regarding child
injury or abuse, personal references, and certifications. Candidates must comply with all
state laws requiring fingerprinting and other documentation.

We understand that our students who are under 13 years of age need special safeguards
and privacy protection, and it is our intent to fully comply with the Children's Online
Privacy Protection Act (COPPA). K!? and its contracted partners do not collect personal
information from children online at any point. K2 only receives personal information
about students directly from parents when they enroll their children in Insight PA. Parents
can review certain personal information that K2 has regarding students by making such a
request in writing to privacy@K12.com. Some personal information relating to student’s
educational records may not be able to be disclosed by K2 due to state and/or Federal
law.

Snapshots of performance metric data will be maintained on a daily basis and stored on
data-redundant, secured servers. Only Insight PA teachers or administrators with the
necessary usernames and passwords may access student data. The K'? data center has
intrusion detection and monitoring equipment and staff to ensure our data security.

Information posted to school message boards and chat rooms by parents will be disclosed
and available to all users of that message board or chat room, and is therefore no longer
private. Insight PA and K'? cannot guarantee the security of such information disclosed
or communicated online in public areas such as message boards and chat rooms. Insight
PA and K'? reserve the right to monitor the content of the message boards only.

To prevent unauthorized access, maintain data accuracy, and ensure the correct use of
information, K'? has put in place commercially reasonable physical, electronic, and
managerial procedures to safeguard and secure the information collected about Insight
PA students and families. K'? also uses Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) protocol on student
account information and registration pages to protect sensitive personal information.

E. Describe the methods to ensure authenticity of student work and the proctoring of
exams.
Teachers verify authenticity of student work in several ways:

Identification of Student “Voice” and Historical Context
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K'? courses include both computer- and teacher-scored activities and
assessments. Teacher scored activities and assessments are generally more open-
ended questions and assignments (e.g. “...write a personal narrative about an
important event in your life...”, “...write an analysis of the data you collected in
the experiment...,” etc.) Just as in a brick and mortar course, teachers develop a
sense of the personal voice and writing style of students. In addition, students
tend to develop a pattern of activity and performance in a course. When either the
voice or performance of a student varies suddenly or greatly, the teacher may look

more closely at the student’s efforts for signs of academic impropriety.
Use of Anti-Cheating Technologies

Insight PA will consider subscribing to plagiarism checking services such as
Turn-It-In — a service used by other cyber charter schools using the K"
curriculum. Teachers can choose to either submit student submissions to the
service to check for plagiarism or to have students do so in advance of their
submission to the teacher. K'? is also investigating the future implementation of a
Browser Lockdown application. This piece of web-based software will work
through the K'> LMS to prevent students from opening any additional application
or browser windows while taking a computer-based assessment.

Proctoring

Mid-semester, mid-year and/or end of course assessments can be proctored in a
live in-person environment. Unit tests and end-of-semester assessments are most
often used for these sessions. Insight PA has the option of requiring the passing
of these assessments before a student may pass the course overall. In some cases,
teachers assess students live in an online environment. In these cases, students
may or may not be required to have a web-cam set up so the teacher can see the
surroundings near the student and to ensure there is not cheating occurring. Most
often, however, the teacher uses an original assessment that the student must
respond to orally in real time, thus reducing the possibility of academic
dishonesty.

All Insight PA students at the appropriate grade levels will be required to
participate in the state-mandated achievement tests including the PSSAs and
Keystone Exams (upon their approval by the Independent Regulatory Review
Commission). Administration of the PSSA tests for Insight PA students will take
place in proctored settings at facilities located regionally across the state. The test
director and school administration will ensure the security of the test
administration. Test proctors will be trained and hold a valid Pennsylvania
teaching license. Insight PA will contract with intermediate units and/or school
districts to have our students take the state tests during regular testing days in their
districts of residence. In some cases, the school administration may have to find
other suitable code compliant locations such as rented space in other charter
schools and public libraries if, for instance, space is not available in their district
of residence.
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Restriction of Access

Teachers can restrict the window of time an assessment is available to students to
a specific date and time through the use of locking and password protection on the
LMS. Limiting the window of access to an assessment reduces the ability of
students to cheat on the assessment successfully. Teachers can restrict the time
available to students to take an assessment. This prevents students from taking
hours to research the answers to a short assessment in the hopes of obtaining a
high grade.

Assessment Design

K'? uses assessment question banks for unit-level computer-based assessments
that provide students with a randomized sample of questions covering all unit
objectives. Due to the randomized nature, each student receives a slightly
different assessment than the others, reducing the chance of sharing of questions
and answers. K'? includes open-ended assignments in addition to close-ended
activities which are more difficult for students to cheat on successfully.

F. Describe equipment such as hardware, software and Internet connections to be
provided to students.

Each student of Insight PA 6-12 will be loaned a laptop and printer with printer cartridges
for the duration of their students’ enrollment in the school. Families will have the option
to use the Internet connection of their choice. The school will subsidize the cost of their
Internet service. The computers and printers are the property of the school and must be
returned when the student is no longer enrolled in Insight PA.

II. NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1. Statement of Need:
A. Why is there a need for this type of school?

e Not all students learn in the same way. The flexibility along with the individualized
yet structured nature of our model will appeal to a wide range of students for whom
the regular classroom or even existing cyber school model is simply not working. We
need more public school options and models. With its added focus on synchronous,
face-to-face interventions for all students, but particularly for those who are
academically at-risk, ISPA is positioned to serve those students still searching for the
learning environment that best fits their unique needs.

e The graduation and achievement rates of students across our country and our
Commonwealth are sobering — especially those for minority students. Insight PA can
make a difference. We need to offer new models that can help reach these students --
more of the same will not work to address this fundamental challenge. Though our
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model may not be ideal for all, it is a choice that needs to be available for the
thousands for whom it may be the difference between opportunity and failure.

e Our school is unique. No other cyber school in the Commonwealth offers our
proposed instructional model and our academic intervention strategies. We intend to
share our best practices with other public schools. We hope the successes of our
school will provide an example for charters and district schools across the
Commonwealth.

e Additionally, an analysis of persons showing interest in an online K12/Insight
program finds over 100,000 persons expressed interest between January 2009 —
September 2012 (Appendix 10).

B. Explain why the cyber charter school model is an appropriate vehicle to address this
need.

Between 2009 and 2010, there were an estimated 1,816,400 enrollments in distance-
education courses across K-12 school districts. Almost all of these were online courses.
A 2010 USDOE meta-analysis which looked initially at over 1,000 research studies of
online learning and compared the quantitative results of 50 of the most rigorous of these
determined that online learning is as or more effective than traditional face-to-face
instruction. Though only 10% of these studies focused on K — 12 schools, the initial data
suggests that this is a model that can provide more options to our public schools and the
students we serve, particularly if we are able to take the best practices in online learning
and combine those with what we know works well in face-to-face instruction. Insight PA
proposes to do just that. Our program offers individualization, flexibility, a high degree
of structure where and when it is most needed, high standards, a unique and proven
instructional model, rigorous curriculum and assessments, and an engaging way to
connect parents and teachers in an innovative public school model.

As a country, we have not made the kind of progress we committed to after the
publication of A Nation at Risk. The founders of Insight PA recognize that for most
students, dropping out is the result of a series of events, of a process rather than a single
event. The founders believe that if the appropriate interventions are put into place before
the student evolves from a struggling or frustrated learner into an actively disengaged
one, he/she can be redirected onto a path that leads to personal fulfillment and academic
success. While we are mindful that Insight PA is not a simple solution to a complex
problem, it is certainly one model among many that needs to be provided the chance to
demonstrate its success. Online learning is growing. Quality online learning can be
scaled in ways that are more challenging with traditional models.. Quality online
learning can help public schools meet unique student needs in a cost-effective manner.
Quality online learning can help public schools design targeted programs for at-risk
learners. Insight PA will be a model for these types of innovations.

Explanation: Provide recognition of potential opportunities to improve service and expand
choices for students and parents.

2. School Demographics:

A. What are the school’s enrollment projections for each of the first five years?
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YEAR | GRADES 6-8 | GRADES 9-12 | TOTAL
2013-14 400 600 1,000
2014-15 720 1080 1,800
2015-16 1080 1620 2,700
2016-17 1280 1920 3,200
2017-18 1440 2160 3,600

What is the school’s ultimate enrollment goal?

Insight PA has projected enrollment at 3,600 through the 2017-18 school year. This
enrollment goal will be adjusted to meet student need.

What grades will be served?

Insight PA will serve students in grades 6-12.

What is the entry age for kindergarten students and the entry age for beginners?
N/A

How many students are expected to be in each grade or grouping?

Please refer to the table in this section above.

. Describe the community or region where the school, particularly the administrative
office, will be located.

The Insight PA administrative offices will be located in the Delaware County area.
Learning Center facilities will be secured across the Commonwealth for individualized
synchronous instruction, weekly face-to-face interaction between teachers and students as
needed, and a networking location for teachers, parents and students. We expect and
have budgeted for leasing Learning Centers where students could account for as much as
40% of the school’s total enrollment and where there are a substantial number of students
requiring individualized synchronous instruction and weekly face-to-face interaction with
teachers. Smaller centers will also be necessary to meet the needs of students who may
reside in smaller cities or more remote areas of Pennsylvania. The school will secure
partnerships with community organizations, universities, libraries, and churches (in non-
denominational areas) that can donate or rent for a modest fee Learning Center sites in
locations across the state. As the school expands and needs warrant, the board will
consider when to lease additional tutoring sites. These sites, if deemed compliant by
PDE and its standards, may also be used as PSSA testing locations. All sites will meet
appropriate codes to be used for student tutoring.

. Why was this location selected? Are there other locations suitable to the needs and
focus of the school?
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The location of the administrative offices will be based on the location of the highest
projected concentration of enrolled students, which is assumed to be the Philadelphia
metropolitan area. The locations of potential Learning Centers will also be determined
by concentrations of enrolled students, especially those needing individualized
synchronous instruction and weekly face-to-face interaction with their teachers.

Describe any unique demographic characteristics of the student population to be
served including primary languages spoken.

Insight PA Cyber Charter School will be open to all 6-12 students across the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who meet residency and immunization requirements--
ranging from the neediest students (for reasons of disability and/or academic neglect).
They will be students who, for a variety of reasons, are in need of a quality educational
option. We are expecting that over 60% of Insight PA students will be eligible to receive
Free and Reduced lunch—and will therefore be considered living in low income families.
We anticipate students representing several racial and ethnic subgroups. We expect to
serve a special needs population of approximately 13% of our total enrollment. During
the enrollment process, we will screen all families using the Home Language Survey to
determine primary languages spoken and, depending on the results of the screening, will
provide appropriate ESL program services.

Explanation: Provide a description of the students to be served and the community in which
the school will be located.

3.

A.

District Relations/Evidence of Support:

Provide evidence that your cyber charter school has the sustainable support to
operate.

For the reasons listed in the Needs Assessment Section of this application (low
achievement and graduation rates, the growing popularity of online learning for student
in PA and across the country), we believe that Insight PA has the sustainable support to
operate. Based on the families, teachers, and community members who have
demonstrated their support for this model of instruction, we are confident that the school
will be extremely attractive to those in search of quality online learning with targeted
programs/interventions for at-risk learners. In addition to having a strong educational
program, there is an effective financial plan to implement our educational program. In
particular with respect to the financial plan, due to expected delays in receipts from the
school districts from which Insight PA will enroll students, short term financing will be
required from time to time. A financing option is available to the school as a part of the
K'* service agreement. The Board will also seek proposals from more traditional
financial institutions to ensure they receive the most favorable financing terms and rates
available.

What efforts have you made to notify the district(s) from which your charter school
would draw students?
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Insight PA founders have sent a letter to each school district superintendent in the state of
Pennsylvania informing them of our intent to operate a statewide cyber charter school
opening in the fall of 2013. A copy of the letter of intent is found in Appendix 11

C. What efforts will be implemented to maintain a collaborative relationship with
school districts?

As mentioned in the previous response, the founders have initiated a collaborative
relationship with all school districts in the state by informing them of our intent to
operate a statewide cyber charter school (see Appendix 11). The letter also states our
intent to be a partner as a public school and to work collaboratively with our partners to
benefit all students. Following are some ways we anticipate working collaboratively.

e  We will explore opportunities to collaborate with Pennsylvania school districts on
community service projects. Our extracurricular activities will focus on
developing a strong sense of “community” among our students. They will be
encouraged to work with others in their community, with their family, and
independently to address social issues like poverty, inequity, and injustice. An
example of our plans to build commitment to community is to involve all students
in a “Semester of Service.” Insight PA students will join others across the
country in “A Semester of Service” that encourages young people, ages 5-25, to
develop a semester-long service-learning project that launches on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service and culminates on Global Youth Service Day. We will
investigate the opportunities available to work with school districts who are
involved in the “Semester of Service” and other community service projects.

e  We expect Insight PA students to participate in extracurricular activities offered
by their school district of residence which are not offered by Insight PA as
required by Pennsylvania Public School Code (24 P.S. § 17-1719-A-14).

® As described in this application, Insight PA will work cooperatively with Insight
PA students’ school districts of residence to comply with state statutes and
regulations requiring the exchange of student data and other information.

e In general, we will strive to establish positive relationships with school districts
by keeping them informed about our school and inviting them to collaborate with

us when possible.

Note: Please attach letters of intent that were sent to all school districts from which the
cyber charter school could reasonably expect to draw students.
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II. NEEDS ASSESSMENT (Continued)

D. Convey the scope of community backing for the proposed charter school and its
founding coalition. Document community support among teachers, parents,
students, community members, institutional leaders and others through the use of
letters of support, surveys, or other tangible means.

Explanation: Document efforts to foster open communications with local school districts;
evidence that the founders inspire the confidence of their targeted community; evidence that
the program provides an attractive educational alternative to students and parents; and
evidence that the breadth of community support extends beyond the core group of founders.

There are several high quality, successful cyber charter schools in Pennsylvania. Like
these schools, Insight PA Cyber Charter School plans to offer a model of instruction
centered around high quality curriculum, passionate instructors and relentless leaders.
As the cyber schools in PA have grown, so have the needs of their increasingly diverse
student bodies and their families. The lead founders of Insight PA are parents with a
long history of experience in and commitment to public online schools. As parents who
have seen what these schools have been able to achieve, we were excited about the
opportunity to open up greater possibilities to enhance the model in order to meet the
needs of all learners with an increased ability to meet student needs through
asynchronous, synchronous, web based instruction and tutoring, and face-to-face
tutoring and community interaction. Like all high-performing charter schools, Insight
PA is committed to data-driven instruction and decision making, responsive governance,
across-the-board accountability, and transparency in all aspects of school operations.

An email letter was sent on behalf of the founders to parents across PA who had
contacted our educational partner, K12, with questions about online learning
opportunities in PA. The letter informed families that an application was going to be
submitted to the PDE for a new cyber charter school (Insight PA Cyber Charter School)
using the K12 network curriculum and focusing on students with specific learning needs
and challenges. Within only three days, 60 letters of support from across the state of
Pennsylvania were returned. A list of those 60 individuals who sent a response
endorsing PDE approval of the Insight PA are included in this application as Appendix
12.

III. GOVERNANCE
1. Profile of Founding Coalition:
A. Describe the make up of the group or partnership that is working together to apply
for a charter, including the names of the founders, their background and

experiences, and references for each.

Diana Moninger has been a cyber school parent for ten years. In her role as a parent and
also as an educator who works with both at-risk school age children (in an after school
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tutoring program) and with adults (teaching night classes in basic literacy), Diana is
committed to finding ways to ensure that all students receive a high school diploma
regardless of their socio-economic background or specific educational needs. References
for Diana include Jennifer Bradmon and Kathy McClure (contact information provided
upon request).

Similarly, Kimberly Courtwright has witnessed the success her own children have
experienced during their nine years of cyber schooling. Her interest as a founder of
Insight PA stems from her own family circumstances, in which she has seen firsthand the
challenges that many young people face when the educational options available to them
do not meet their unique needs and circumstances. Kimberly hopes that other students in
PA will have more opportunities to be successful within the public school system and
after graduation. References for Kimberly include Jennifer Bradmon (contact
information provided upon request).

B. Discuss how the group came together, as well as any partnership arrangements with
existing schools, educational programs, businesses, non-profits, or any other entities
or groups. Provide information on the manner in which community groups are
involved in the charter school planning process.

Each of the founders is a board member of Pennsylvania Families for Public Cyber
Schools, an organization dedicated to ensuring that quality, public cyber school options
are available to all families throughout Pennsylvania. We are parents who have seen our
own children and the children of hundreds of the other families we represent thrive within
their online public schools. That being said, we realize that, as with traditional brick-and-
mortar schools, no one cyber school can possibly meet the needs of every child who
would benefit from enrolling in a predominantly online school. We recognize the need
for a school with a singular focus on serving at-risk students and we believe that this
model, along with the expertise of the educational services provider we have selected to
work with us, will enable Insight PA to serve these students and to help them succeed in a
way that other schools and founding boards will choose to emulate.

C. Include any plans for further recruitment of founders or organizers of the school.

The Insight PA Board may elect any person to be a member who, at its discretion, it
believes will serve the interests of the school faithfully and effectively. It is the Board’s
goal that its members will represent a broad diversity of expertise and interests including
teachers, parents, community members and business leaders.

Explanation: Describe a group that is composed of people with a range of professional skills
capable of the organizational, financial, pedagogical, legal and other skills required to operate
a functioning public school.

2. Governance:

A. Describe the proposed management organization of the school, including the
following requirement:
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An affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Trustees of the cyber charter
school, duly recorded, showing how each member voted, shall be used in order to take action on
the following subjects:

® School calendar (must include 990 hours or 180 days of instruction for
secondary students [grades 7-12] and 900 hours or 180 days for
elementary students [grades 1-6]. School cannot be kept open for students
or staff on Sundays, Fourth of July, Memorial Day, Thanksgiving, the
first of January, Christmas, or Saturdays unless Monday is the weekly
holiday for the entire school year)

Adopting textbooks

Appointing or dismissing charter school administrators

Adopting the annual budget

Purchasing or selling of land

Locating new buildings or changing the locations of old ones

Creating or increasing any indebtedness

Adopting courses of study

Designating depositories for school funds

Entering into contracts of any kind where the amount involved exceeds $200

Fixing salaries or compensation of administrators, teachers or other

employees of the charter school.

e FEntering into contracts with and making appropriations to an
intermediate unit, school district or Area Vocational/Technical School
Jor the charter’s proportionate share of the cost of services provided or to
be provided by the foregoing entities.

B. How will the Board of Trustees be selected?

The initial founders have been elected as members of the Board of Trustees. As provided
in the By Laws, nominations for Trustees may be made by a Nominating Committee or
by any Trustee at any regularly scheduled or special meeting. Trustees cast an open,
public ballot. A simple majority of a quorum is required for election.

If there are vacancies on the Board, they will be filled by a vote of the Board of Trustees.
Each Trustee elected in this way will hold office for the remainder of the predecessor’s
unexpired term. If a Trustee resigns, giving notice that the resignation will become
effective at a future time, the Board of Trustees will have the authority to elect a
successor to take office when the resignation becomes effective.

C. What steps will be taken to maintain continuity between the founding coalition’s vision
and the Board of Trustees?

Initially there will be continuity provided between the founding coalition’s vision and the
Board by the election of Trustees who were also founders. In addition, the Insight PA
charter will charge the Board to carry out the education program proposed in the charter
application—the vision, mission, and goals. Insight PA staff will regularly track and

63



report to the Board, administrators, teachers, and students the successes and challenges
the school is experiencing in realizing the school’s vision, achieving its mission, and
accomplishing its goals and objectives. At least annually the Pennsylvania Department of
Education will assess whether Insight PA is meeting the goals of its charter and is in
compliance with the provisions. The Department will also annually review the school’s
performance on the PSSA, other standardized tests and other performance indicators
related to academic standards and assessment. Every five years, the Department will
conduct a comprehensive review prior to granting a five-year renewal of the charter.

. Describe the roles and responsibilities of the board.

As stated in the By Laws regarding the Board’s authority:

The Board shall have and exercise the corporate powers prescribed by the laws of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and more particularly described in the Charter School
Law and the Charter of Insight PA. The essential function of the Board shall be
policymaking, the assurance of sound management, and active participation in the
provision of necessary funds. The Board has ultimate responsibility to determine general,
academic, financial, personnel and related policies deemed necessary for the
administration and development of Insight PA in accordance with its stated purposes and
goals. More specifically, the Board’s authority shall be, without limitation:

(1) to approve policies and procedures regarding employment, including but not
limited, to appointment, promotion, contracts, leaves of absence, fringe benefits,

qualifications of professional and nonprofessional staff, professional development
and dismissal of employees;

(2) to adopt the curriculum or courses of study and text materials;

(3) to approve institutional documents and policy statements at the Board’s
discretion to assure compliance with the Articles of incorporation, Bylaws, Charter,
and Board Policy;

4) to sue and be sued, complain and defend and participate as a party or
otherwise, but only to the same extent and upon the same condition that political
subdivisions and local agencies can be sued;

(5) to make contracts and leases for the procurement of services, equipment, and
supplies;

(6) to incur temporary debts in anticipation of the receipt of funds;
(7) to solicit and accept any gifts or grants for Insight PA purposes;
(8) to establish the annual academic calendar;

(9) to adopt and approve the annual budget and to make revisions therein;
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(10) to establish enrollment policies and procedures;

(11) to adopt and approve policies and procedures to assess student achievement;
(12) to approve or ratify all contracts as determined by the policy on contracting;
(13) to be final arbiter of all disciplinary matters;

(14) to authorize any annual audit by an independent certified public accountant;

(15) to fix the salary or other compensation of the Chief Executive Officer,
Principals, teachers, and other employees of Insight PA;

(16) to approve all personnel actions;
(17) to designate depositories of Insight PA funds;

(18) to have and exercise all of the powers and means appropriate to effect the
purpose or purposes for which Insight PA is chartered; and

(19) to have and exercise all other powers enumerated in the Nonprofit
Corporation Law or otherwise vested by law in the corporation and consistent
with the Charter School Law.

E. What steps will be taken to facilitate a productive relationship between administrators
and teachers?

The SAIP process, described in the School Design section of this application, is a
planning process in which teachers and administrators work together to come up with a
plan to improve student achievement in the school. The SAIP process is continuous—the
committee will monitor student achievement at least quarterly, or more often if new
information becomes available. Teachers and administrators will both be decision-
makers in the SAIP process, which should result in a highly productive and respectful
relationship.

The team of Lead Teachers will meet with administrators weekly to discuss the
operations of the school, instructional issues, and their coaching and mentoring
responsibilities for other teachers. The Lead Teachers are a communication link between
administrators and teachers, building relationships between them.

Teachers are surveyed annually by the school and the results of the survey inform the

administrators and Board about teacher satisfaction and opinions about the education
program and management of the school.

F. Discuss the nature of parental and student involvement in decision-making matters where
appropriate.
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Extensive Learning Coach training will be provided by Insight PA (see Section 4
Learning Coach Training in the previous outline of the National Instructional Model).
The Learning Coach training is designed to educate parents about their essential role in
the success of their students and the school.

Previously in Section I. School Design 5. School Community, we listed the many opportunities
parents have to be involved in decision-making matters at Insight PA. Please refer to that section
for detailed information. To summarize the opportunities:

e Parents can hold a direct leadership position and influence the management of the
school by serving on the Insight PA Board.

e Parents who are not members of the Board are actively encouraged to attend Board
and other Insight PA meetings and to participate on ad-hoc committees appointed to
address specific issues.

¢ Insight PA can participate in the Parent Advisory Council. The Parent Advisory
Council is parent-driven and is recognized as the official voice of Insight PA parents.

e Parents are free to contact teachers, specialists, and other parents to solve problems,
give feedback, or pass on ideas and insights to the school community.

e Parents can log on to the Insight PA website and participate in a moderated Insight
PA online community discussion board to facilitate a constructive and interactive
communication process.

e Parents can complete annual online Insight PA surveys to express their satisfaction
with and/or critiques of Insight PA.

e New opportunities for parents, students, and community members to contribute will
always be considered.

Students and parents can also provide immediate curriculum feedback. Lessons contain a
user feedback button that allows K'? to identify learning issues on a real-time basis.

. Submit copies of the school’s Articles of Incorporation, by-laws and contracts, and other
documents required by applicable law. Requirements for the bylaws are as follows:

The bylaws must contain a provision for “failure to organize or neglect of duty”.
Specifically, the bylaws must outline a removal procedure for the failure of a board
member to perform his or her duties as outlined in the Charter School Law. No
board member shall, as a private citizen, engage in any business transaction with
the charter school of which he or she is a trustee, be employed in any capacity by the
charter school of which he or she is a trustee, or receive from such charter school
any pay for services rendered to the charter school. A charter school Board of
Trustees shall have a designated treasurer who shall receive all funds including
local, state and federal funds and privately donated funds. The treasurer shall also
make payments out of the same on proper orders approved by the Board of
Trustees, signed by the president or vice president of the Board. The treasurer may
pay out such funds on orders that have been properly signed without the approval
of the Board first having been secured for the payment of amounts owing under any
contracts, which shall previously have been approved by the Board, and by which
prompt payment the charter will receive a discount or other advantage.

66



Procedures for dismissal of an employee must be contained in the by-laws.

The PA Community Partners for Education Articles of Incorporation (Appendix 13) and
By Laws (Appendix 14) are attached to this application. The bylaws include a removal
procedure for failure of a Board member to perform his or her duties (see Par. 3.3);
compensation and conflict of interest prohibitions (see Par. 3.9); duties and
responsibilities of the Board Treasurer (see Par. 4.6); and dismissal of an employee (see
Par. 3.6 and 3.8.7).

H. Submit board members’ names, addresses, phone numbers and resumes.

The founders desired to be elected to the Board of Trustees of the school. Please refer to
the previous Section III Governance Subsection (1)(A) Profile of Founding Coalition for
the names and bios of the founders. As of the submission date of this application, there
are 2 founders who have been elected Insight PA Trustees. Additional Trustees will be
considered for election at Board meetings in the near future. For privacy reasons we have
not included the founders’ addresses and phone numbers nor the addresses and phone
numbers of their references in this application which will be posted on the PDE website.
Insight PA will provide this information to PDE upon request.

I. Submit copies of the school’s management contracts, if any.

A copy of the PA Community Partners for Education/K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C.
Educational Products and Services Agreement is found in Appendix 16 of this
application. Before entering into this agreement, the board determined that it provides
for a well-developed and viable management structure.

Explanation: Describe the effective governance model; consistency with the mission; clearly
defined roles of the Board of Trustees; teacher, student and parent input in school decision-
making; and the well-developed, viable management structure.

IV. FINANCE AND FACILITY

1. Financing:

A. Develop a preliminary startup and operating budget. Use the attached
Pennsylvania Department of Education budget templates; draft a preliminary
operating budget covering all projected sources of revenue, both public and private,
and planned expenditures.

A preliminary startup and five year operating budget is included in this application

including project sources of revenue from both public and private and planned
expenditures (see Appendix 15).
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B. Develop a purchasing procedure that addresses a competitive way to purchase
goods and services.

The school will implement a formal procurement policy and process to ensure that the
school receives the most favorable prices and terms for purchased services and goods
received. The policy will identify approval levels and contain an appropriate segregation
of duties to protect the assets of the school. All purchases will require an approved
purchase requisition and purchase order. A Purchase Requisition form will be completed
and approved for all items to be purchased for school business with a cost over $5,000.
When purchasing items in excess of $5,000, employees will be required to obtain three
bids and obtain approval from the Head of School prior to awarding a bid and completing
the transaction. The Head of School shall approve all requests for purchases of product
and services. Purchases in excess of $10,000 must be pre-approved by the School Board
of Trustees. All services provided to the school will require a written and signed
agreement and notation that services have been received before paid. The Operations
manager will ensure that all products and services have been received per the Purchase
Order and the invoiced price is correct. The Business Manager will review the request
for payment; and confirm that all approvals are contained therein before approving
payment.

Items with an estimated useful life of 3 years or longer will be capitalized based on a per
invoice cost of $2,000 or greater. Estimated useful life will be determined based on
generally accepted accounting practices.

Note: For additional financing procedures see Section 1725-A of the Charter School
Law.

C. What fund raising efforts have occurred and/or are planned to generate capital or
to supplement the per pupil allocations?

Insight PA will operate the charter school in a fiscally responsible manner with the
standard per pupil revenue for public charter schools in the state of Pennsylvania and
IDEA special education entitlement funding. The school’s major costs are direct student
instruction, facilities and technology. The school will properly size the program’s budget
consistent with its enrollments thereby minimizing budget expenditures until enrollments
materialize.

Together, Board and staff will work to increase their knowledge and understanding of
state, federal and other funding opportunities to help build and maintain a sound financial
basis for the school, including grants. However, Insight PA recognizes that grants can be
dependent on the demographics of students enrolled in the school and, therefore, we are
not planning on receiving any discretionary or competitive grant funds to achieve
financial goals—other than per pupil revenue and IDEA special education entitlement
funding.

Board and staff development will include training about school finance and funding
sources. Attendance by board members and staff at national and state conferences will
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provide opportunities to learn from federal, state and private funding source presenters as
well as other charter schools about current and upcoming opportunities. The school will
have the added expertise of K'*s knowledge of state education funding laws in twenty-
three states across the nation where it is currently managing public virtual schools.

D. Describe the implementation of the following required financial procedures:

The treasurer of the charter shall deposit the funds belonging to the charter school in a
depository approved by the board and shall at the end of each month make a report to the
charter Board of the amount of funds received and disbursed by him or her during the
month. All deposits of charter school funds by the charter treasurer shall be made in the
name of the charter school. The Board of Trustees of a charter school shall invest charter
school funds consistent with sound business practice. Authorized types of investments
for charter schools shall be:

e United States Treasury bills.

e Short-term obligations of the United States Government or its agencies or
instrumentalities.

e Deposits in savings accounts or time deposits or share account of institutions
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the Federal Savings
and Loan Insurance Corporation or the National Credit Union Share Insurance
Fund to the extent that such accounts are so insured, and for any amounts above
the insured maximum, provided that approved collateral as provided by law
therefore shall be pledged by the depository.

e Obligations of the United States of America or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of the United States of
America, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities backed by the full faith of the Commonwealth, or of any
political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania of any of its
agencies or instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of the political
subdivision.

e Shares of an investment company registered under the Investment Company of
America Act of 1940 (54 Stat.789, 15 U.S.C. * 80a-1 et seq.) as defined in PA 24
PS 4-440.1 of the Pennsylvania School Code.

Note: All investments shall be subject to the standards set forth in 24 PS 4-440.1 of the
Pennsylvania School Code.

The school treasurer shall settle his or her accounts annually with the Board of Trustees for each
school year. Pursuant to 24 P.S. §4-437, the accounts of the cyber charter school treasurer shall
be audited annually.
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IV. FINANCE AND FACILITY (Continued)

The school treasurer shall settle his or her accounts annually with the Board of Trustees
for each school year. Pursuant to 24 P.S. §4-437, the accounts of the cyber charter school
treasurer shall be audited annually.

2. Facility:

A. Provide descriptions of and addresses for the physical facilities, including the
administrative office, and the ownership of the facilities and any lease
arrangements.

Insight PA plans to lease and renovate an existing site in the Philadelphia metropolitan
area (e.g., in Delaware, Chester, or Montgomery counties) for the school’s administrative
offices. The Insight PA Board of Trustees is working with a real estate broker familiar
with commercial properties that may be suitable for the charter school’s offices (see
Appendix 17).

Learning Center facilities will also be secured for individualized synchronous instruction
(Tier I interventions), weekly face-to-face interaction between teachers and students as
needed (Tier II interventions), testing facilities, and networking and training locations
for teachers, parents and students. It is expected that these Learning Centers will be in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh which are most likely to have the largest concentration of
students.  The Learning Centers will be sites for many purposes supportive of Insight
PA’s educational plan:

e face to face contact time with Pennsylvania licensed, highly qualified teachers;
¢ student meetings with math and reading specialists;

e teacher, parent, and student activities and networking such as student, parent,
and teacher libraries and student clubs based on interests such as science,
music, and art;

teacher and parent training;

parent outreach;

teacher work center; and

collections of instructional resources to be shared among Academy teachers

We expect and have budgeted for leasing Learning Centers, in population centers where
students could account for as much as 40% of the school’s total enrollment and where
there are a substantial number of students requiring individualized synchronous
instruction and weekly face-to-face interaction with teachers. Smaller centers will also
be necessary to meet the needs of students who may reside in smaller cities or more
remote areas of Pennsylvania. The school will secure partnerships with community
organizations, universities, libraries, and churches (in non-denominational areas) that can
donate or rent for a modest fee Learning Center sites in locations across the state. As the
school expands and needs warrant, the board will consider when to lease additional
tutoring sites. These sites, if deemed compliant by PDE and its standards, may also be
used as PSSA testing locations. All sites will meet appropriate codes to be used for
student tutoring.
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B. Explain how this site(s) would be a suitable facility for the proposed cyber charter
school. Consider the necessity of renovation to the facility and compliance with
applicable building codes and accessibility for individuals with disabilities. Describe
the services of the facility including heating, ventilating, lighting, sanitary conditions
and water supply.

The administrative office and Learning Center facilities will be suitable for use by Insight
PA as they will comply with the requirements of Charter School BEC, 24 P.S. § 17-1701-
A and the occupancy standards required by applicable Pennsylvania construction and
zoning codes; health and safety laws and regulations; the federal Occupational Safety and
Health Act of 1970; and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

It is very likely that the facilities will need to be renovated to suit the school’s
administrative office and Learning Centers needs, but that will be determined when the
facilities are identified.

While we cannot describe the details of the services in the facilities at this time (e.g.,
heating, ventilating, lighting, sanitary conditions and water supply), we can provide the
assurance, as we did in the opening paragraph of this section, that all Insight PA facilities
will comply with the requirements of Charter School BEC, 24 P.S. § 17-1701-A and the
occupancy standards required by applicable Pennsylvania construction and zoning codes;
health and safety laws and regulations; the federal Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970; and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

C. Discuss the plan for maintaining the facility on a daily basis (custodial) and
extended basis (facility maintenance).

Insight PA will seek to enter into full service (1) leases for rented space or (2) agreements
to utilize donated space for its facilities where possible. Daily custodial service may be
included in those leases and agreements. If custodial services are not included, Insight
PA will hire custodial/maintenance personnel to maintain the facilities on a daily basis.

Insight PA assumes that the responsibility of the long-term facility maintenance of the
buildings in which its facilities are located will be dually held. The building owner will
be responsible for general maintenance (i.e. heating, ventilating, lighting, sanitary
conditions, water supply, exterior and roof maintenance, etc.) and the charter school
being responsible for the daily operational maintenance (i.e. fixtures, light bulbs, interior
painting, etc.). Responsibilities for required renovations will be addressed in the leases
and agreements.

D. Discuss any progress, partnership developments or other future steps towards
acquisition of a facility/land.

There are no plans at the current time to acquire a facility/land.

E. Describe facility financing plans.
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The real estate brokers who are advising Insight PA about properties that may be suitable
for the charter school’s facilities have also informed us about the typical costs of these
facilities including needed improvements. In preparing the proposed budget submitted
with this application (see Appendix 16), we have included those costs. Our plans for
facility financing are to make use of available revenues to the extent possible to cover the
costs of our facilities. In addition, our Services Agreement with K'? Virtual Schools,
L.L.C. provides for the advance of funds as necessary by K'? Virtual Schools, L.L.C. to
Insight PA for program expenses. Insight PA would be obligated to repay this debt.
Insight PA will also consider other available sources of loans to finance facilities if
necessary.

Explanation: Describe progress toward identifying and acquiring a school facility, with a back-up
plan considering alternative facilities.

3. Liability and Insurance

A. Describe the proposed cyber charter school’s insurance coverage plans, including
health, general liability (including school operation, extracurricular activities and
parent volunteer activities), property, and director and officer’s liability coverage
(see Section 1727-A of the charter school legislation).

Insight PA will provide appropriate medical and dental coverage to all full-time
employees. Coverage shall be competitive with the average coverage provided by
Pennsylvania school districts.

Insight PA is working with Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC and Hanover Insurance
Group to establish the required insurance coverage. Appendix 18 is the Avenues
Education Advantage Program Educational Risk Supplemental application for insurance.
Insight PA will finalize insurance coverage once an office space is secured (March 2013).

Explanation: Provide evidence of insurability in all areas identified above.

4. Child Accounting

A. Describe the proposed cyber charter school’s enrollment and attendance
procedures. Note: State child accounting procedures must be followed. (24 PS 13-
1332)

Enrollment

Insight PA Cyber Charter School will require the state mandated documentation for
enrollment including a copy of a birth certificate, immunization record, proof of
residence, and Sworn Statement. In addition, the school will require students to complete
a Student Enrollment Information form, Instructional Use of Property Form, PDE
Notification Form, and Home Language Survey Form. The Head of School will be
responsible for overseeing the maintenance of this information. @ The school
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Administrative Assistant will be responsible for maintaining it. The records will be kept
at the school’s administrative office.

In compliance with Section 1748-A(1) Enrollment and Notification, within 15 days of a
student’s enrollment in Insight PA, Insight PA will send the PDE Notification Form to a
student’s school district of residence notifying the district of the student’s enrollment.
Please refer to Section I. School Design (4)(F) of this application for details about the
procedure to be followed in the event that there is a question about the student’s school
district of residence.

Attendance

Students will be required to follow the Insight PA school calendar, which includes a
minimum of 180 school days. Attendance will only occur on the “school days” listed on
the school calendar. Learning coaches will be expected to log instructional time on each
scheduled school day capturing the completion of on- and offline activities.

Pennsylvania requires all public schools to offer a minimum of one hundred and eighty
(180) days of instruction between July 1 and June 30. Additionally, statute requires a
minimum number of instructional hours by grade level. Insight PA students will comply
with these requirements by following the chart below. Instructional time will occur at
anytime during the day and on any day of the week. Instructional time must directly
relate to lesson objectives which are aligned to the Pennsylvania Academic Standards.
Instructional time can be entered on any day (e.g., weekends, holidays, etc.).

Grade Level # Days Hours per Day Hours per Year
6 180 5 900
7-12 180 55 990

Time logged on a non-school day will count toward hours and progress, but not toward
the 180 days. Teachers will verify attendance daily to ensure that students are attending
daily, making progress in the curriculum, and tracking state mandated hours and days of
instruction. Failure to attend without legal excuse will be recorded as unexcused
absences. Truancy proceedings will begin after a student accumulates three unexcused
absences.

Absences

Upon written request from a parent or guardian, the principal or designee may excuse a
student’s absence from school for the following reasons:
e Student illness
Quarantine
Death in the immediate family
Religious holidays (24 hr. advance request only)
Educational tour/trip (24 hr. advance request only)
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Compliance with state attendance statutes and regulations will be a parental
responsibility. The school will be obligated to keep an accurate record of daily
attendance. Students will be considered truant if they have no attendance logged for three
school days without excuse. After 10 consecutive unexcused absences, the student will
be removed from the active school rolls consistent with Pennsylvania School Code.
Insight PA Cyber Charter School staff will follow the procedures outlined in section V.
Administration, subsection 4(C) to notify parents of truancy according to Insight PA’s
Truancy Elimination Plan.

Explanation: Cyber charter school funding is based on enrollment; therefore, a totally
accurate child count is necessary to meet audit standards.

V. ADMINISTRATION

1. Recruiting and Marketing Plan:

A. Demonstrate how you will publicize the cyber charter school to attract a sufficient
pool of eligible applicants.

¢ Insight PA representatives will meet with community leaders, including those in
minority and low income areas, both urban and rural, to recruit students.

¢ Information sessions open to interested families and the general public will be
held in communities throughout Pennsylvania and online. Information sessions
will be advertised in various print and electronic media. During these sessions,
prospective patrons have the opportunity to interact with the Insight PA
curriculum, including lessons and materials, and have questions answered.
Enrollment forms and applications will be accepted at the information sessions.
The same format is followed during the online sessions.

e The school will establish a website and will use this as the primary mechanism to
communicate with interested families.

e The school will establish a call center to provide information to prospective
applicants.

¢ Insight PA staff may participate in television, radio and newspaper interviews as
necessary.

e Enrollment applications for Insight PA will be available online as well as at
Insight PA’s administrative office.

e After initial enrollment is finalized, parents of students enrolled in Insight PA will
be invited to one of several parent orientation sessions that will be conducted
throughout the state. At the orientation session, parents will meet the
administrative staff, teachers, and K'> representatives. Sessions will be designed
to inform parents about navigating the program, technical support, lesson
delivery, effective communication, school policies

e Insight PA will distribute recruiting materials about the school’s mission,
curriculum, leadership, and the application process to public places such as
libraries.
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B. What type of outreach will be made to potential students and their families?

Please refer to the answer to the previous question. It addresses the type of outreach
which will be made to students and their families. It is a model which has been used
successfully by cyber charter schools in other states to attract diverse student bodies by
using a variety of marketing techniques to match the cyber charter school program and
applicants’ educational and personal needs.

Explanation: Develop a solid plan to attract sufficient students to operate a cyber charter
school; publicize the cyber charter school; and ensure a match between the cyber charter
school program and applicants’ educational and personal needs.

2. Admissions Policy:

A. Describe the admission methods and eligibility criteria you will use to select
students.

In education, one size does not fit all, and Insight PA is dedicated to providing students
and families with an online learning environment that can meet the unique needs of each
individual student.

Insight PA will be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, and all other
operations, and will not charge tuition nor discriminate against any student based on
ethnicity, creed, gender, national origin, or disability.

Based on Section 1723-A of the Charter School law, any resident grade 6-12 school age
student in the Commonwealth is eligible to enroll in Insight PA Cyber Charter School.
We will not discriminate in our admission policies or practices on the basis of intellectual
ability or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a person with a
disability, proficiency in the English Language or any other basis that would be illegal if
used by a school district. We will not use achievement tests, entrance examination tests
or other means of testing a student’s intellectual ability in order to grant or deny
admission. We will not judge a student’s grade point average in consideration of any
student enrollment.

*#** Please see Appendix 19 for enrollment application and instructions

C. Explain administrative procedures to ensure compliance with laws pertaining to
special education.

Students who are eligible for special education services or support under the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 Section 504 are protected under federal statutes and
regulations intended to prevent discrimination (34 CFR Part 104 and 28 CFR Part 35).
Insight PA will ensure that all qualified students have equal opportunity to participate in
the school program and extracurricular activities. In compliance with federal laws,
Insight PA will provide to each qualified student without discrimination or cost to the
student or family those related aids, services or accommodations which are needed to
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provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school programs
and extracurricular activities.

Insight PA protects the confidentiality of personally identifiable information regarding its
eligible, thought to be eligible, and protected handicapped students in accordance with
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), subsequent
amendments as well as IDEA and its regulations.

FERPA affords parents and students over 18 years of age certain rights with respect to
the student’s educational records. They are:

1. Parents have the right to inspect and review a child’s educational record at any
time. Insight PA will comply with a request to inspect and review education
records without unnecessary delay and before any meeting regarding an IEP, due
process hearing request or mediation. Parents have the right to appoint a
representative to inspect and review their child’s records. Parents must send a
letter to the school making that appointment. If any education record contains
information on more than one child, parents have the right only to inspect and
review the information relating to their child.

2. If parents believe information in an education record is inaccurate, misleading
or violates the privacy or other rights of their child, they may request an
amendment of the record. Requests should be made in writing and clearly
identify the part of the record they want changed and specify why it is inaccurate
or misleading. Insight PA will decide whether to amend the record and will
notify parents in writing of its decision. If Insight PA refuses to amend a record,
it will notify the parents of their right to a hearing to challenge the disputed
information. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be
provided to the parents or eligible students when notified of the right to a hearing.

Insight PA will inform parents when personally identifiable information is no
longer needed to provide educational services to a child. Such information must
be destroyed at the request of parents. Parents have the right to receive a copy of
the material to be destroyed. However, a permanent record of a student’s name,
address, telephone number, his/her grades, attendance records, classes attended,
grade level completed and year completed may be maintained without limitation.
Destruction of records means physical destruction or removal of personal
identifiers from information so that the information is no longer personally
identifiable.

The school will provide, upon request, a listing of the types and locations of
education records maintained, the school officials responsible for these records
and the personnel authorized to see personally identifiable information. Such
personnel receive training and instruction regarding confidentiality. The school
will keep a record of parties obtaining access to education records, including the
name of the party, the date access was given and the purpose for which the party
is authorized to use the records.
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3. Parents have the right to consent to disclosure of personally identifiable
information contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that
FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. Consent means the parent/s have
been fully informed regarding the activity requiring consent in their native
language or other mode of communication; they understand and agree in writing
to the activity; they understand that consent is voluntary and may be revoked at
any time and that information may be disclosed without consent to school
officials with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person
employed by the school, the resident school district or the intermediate unit as an
administrator, supervisor, instructor or support staff member including health
staff, medical staff, law enforcement personnel, state agency representative and
person or company with whom the school has contracted to perform a special
task. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.
Directory information may be released without parent consent. Parents have the
right to refuse to let an agency designate any or all of the above information as
directory information.

Upon written request, Insight PA will disclose education records without consent
to officials of another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.

4. Parents have a right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education
concerning alleged failures by Insight PA to comply with the requirements of
FERPA. Complaints may be filed with the Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. Washington, D. C.
20202-4605

D. Describe the timetable to be used for admitting students, including a plan for the
admission lottery for students from both within and outside the district.

After the Department of Education grants a charter to Insight PA, the school will begin to
enroll students who meet state school-age and residency requirements. It is expected that
the enrollment period could begin in the winter of 2012 and continue through the summer
of 2013. After the enrollment period, if the number of applicants does not exceed the
space available based on the targeted enrollment stated in the charter, families will be
notified by Insight PA to confirm their intent to enroll and complete the enrollment
process in time to start school in the fall of 2013. They must submit all required
documentation before enrollment is approved. Before school starts, families and enrolled
students will be involved in a variety of introductions to the school, staff, and other
families and students—by phone, web conference, and face-to-face meetings.

If applications do exceed space available at the end of the enrollment period, Insight PA
will conduct a lottery at that time to determine which students will be enrolled in the
school. The lottery is blind to disabilities, testing, grades, etc. The lottery will be held
once each year. Only applications received at the location designated on the application
form and by the lottery deadline will be eligible to participate in the lottery. Completed
enrollment packets for applicants selected in the lottery must be received no later than the
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enrollment deadline. Those not responding by the enrollment deadline will be required to
resubmit an application.

After the space allotted in each grade is filled in the order determined by the lottery, the
remaining applications in rank order will be placed on a waiting list. Any applications
received after the application deadline will be added to the end of the waiting list after the
lottery in the order they were received. As students withdraw from or transfer out of
Insight PA, that space will be given to the next person on the list at that grade level.
During the enrollment process, preference shall be given to students whose parent has
actively participated in the development of the charter school and to siblings of students
presently enrolled in the charter school.

. Explain how these policies further the mission of the school in a non-discriminatory
fashion.

Insight PA will be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, and all other
operations, and will not charge tuition nor discriminate against any student based on
ethnicity, creed, gender, national origin, or disability.

In order to strive to achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective

of the general population residing within the state, the Board, administrators, and

teaching staff of the Insight PA will reach out broadly to populations throughout the state.

The effort will be comprehensive and will include the activities listed below:

¢ Insight PA will use local and state reports and demographics to identify areas of low
income and English Language Learner (ELL) populations in urban and rural areas in
the State.

® Insight PA representatives will meet with community leaders, including those in
minority and low income areas, both urban and rural, to recruit students.

¢ Information sessions open to interested families and the general public will be held in
communities throughout Oregon and online. Information sessions will be advertised
in various print and electronic media. During these sessions, prospective patrons
have the opportunity to interact with the Insight PA curriculum, including lessons and
materials, and have questions answered. Enrollment forms and applications will be
accepted at the information sessions. The same format is followed during the online
sessions.

e The school will establish a website and will use this as the primary mechanism to
communicate with interested families.

e The school may establish a call center to provide information to prospective
applicants.

¢ The school may send direct mail to interested families.

® Insight PA staff may participate in television, radio and newspaper interviews as
necessary.

¢ Enrollment applications for Insight PA will be available online as well as at Insight
PA’s administrative office.

e After initial enrollment is finalized, parents of students will be invited to one of
several parent orientation sessions that Insight PA will conduct throughout the state.
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At the orientation session, parents will meet the administrative staff and teachers.
Sessions will be designed to inform parents about navigating the program, technical
support, lesson delivery, effective communication, school policies

¢ Insight PA will produce recruiting materials about the school’s mission, curriculum,
leadership, and the application process which are available in public places such as
libraries.

Explanation: Establish consistency with the mission of the school and the non-discriminatory
policies for timely and realistic procedures for admitting students in accordance with charter school
law (Section 1723-A).

3. Human Resource Information:

A. Describe the standards to be used in the hiring process of teachers, administrators
and other school staff.

Insight PA is committed to recruiting and hiring a diverse, qualified staff that will be able
to meet the needs of all students enrolled in the school.

Teacher Qualifications

Insight PA will employ Pennsylvania certified teachers who are experienced educators,
and are highly qualified under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). Teachers
will have a Bachelor’s degree or higher, state certification, and demonstrate competency
in either elementary education or in a secondary subject area depending on the grade
level or subject they will teach. Depending on the students enrolled, teachers and other
staff with bilingual skills will be recruited and hired. The faculty will include regular and
special education teachers at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. The number
and types of teachers recruited will depend on student needs from year to year. Ongoing
enrollment will necessitate hiring throughout the year as necessary.

Teacher Selection and Hiring

Prior to opening in the fall of 2013, the process to advertise for, select and employ
instructional staff for Insight PA will take place in the in the summer of 2013. It is
Insight PA’s intent to secure a corps of the highest quality teachers and this begins with
effective recruitment, selection and hiring. Online teaching requires a unique set of skills,
aptitudes and abilities. As such, their first step in the recruitment process will require
applicants to not only find but also apply for teacher job opportunities purely through an
electronic medium. This process will help ensure that only applicants comfortable with
the technology they will use with students will make it through to apply.

Once applicants make it through the electronic application process, they will be further
screened by a team of Human Resources professionals armed with a baseline set of phone
screening questions derived from school administrators. If applicants pass this pre-
screening process, they will then be administered a statistically validated online “profile”,
developed in conjunction with a third party, that determines how closely they match those
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aptitudes and abilities of the highest proven performers based on a large sample size of
high performers already engaged in successful online teaching.

Once an applicant’s match to the “profile” is determined, they are called in for a face-to-
face interview with the school’s administrative team to determine their ultimate fit with
their role of online teacher as it relates to the state’s specific requirements. Finally,
Human Resources professionals will screen candidates’ references, facilitate thorough
background investigations as well as ensure the appropriate state -certification,
educational, DMV, criminal history record, official clearance statement regarding child
injury or abuse, personal references, and certifications. Candidates must comply with all
state laws requiring fingerprinting and other documentation for applicants who have
made it through the interview process. Throughout this entire process, the team of skilled
Human Resources professionals corresponds with applicants regarding the status of their
applications such that the best qualified understand the process and their standing in the
selection process.

Teachers will be hired by Insight PA. Benefits will be secured. Compensation levels
(salary and benefits) for Insight PA teaching staff will be competitive with starting local
salary and benefits.

Administrative Staff

K'? will employ, in conformance to Pennsylvania statutes, and determine the employment
terms for appropriate Insight PA administrative staff such as Head of School,
Operations/Business Manager, Special Education Manager, Technology Manager, and
Administrative Assistant. The Insight PA administrative staff will manage the school and
handle day-to-day academic and operational issues. The administrative staff will assist
in the development of policies concerning educational and operational issues of the
school for the Insight PA Board consideration and adoption, but the Board itself will
retain ultimate responsibility for the adoption of academy policies and for overseeing the
administrative staff’s implementation of procedures consistent with those policies.

Insight PA administrators are expected to demonstrate expertise in curriculum,
instruction, assessment, finance, facilities, business management, governance and
administration. The administrative staff will be structured based on Insight PA’s
education program and projected enrollment.

Prior to opening in the fall of 2013, the process to advertise for, select and employ
administrative staff for Insight PA will take place in the in the winter, spring, and
summer of 2012-2013. Academy administrators will be recruited with advertisements in
well-known educational trade publications such as Education Week, via online job
recruitment sites such as CareerBuilder.com, and in local media throughout
Pennsylvania. Resumes will be reviewed and sorted.

Reference checks and background checks will be completed on each candidate including
educational, DMV, criminal history record, official clearance statement regarding child
injury or abuse, personal references, and certifications. Candidates must comply with all
state laws requiring fingerprinting and other documentation. As authorized by the
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services agreement between Insight PA and K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C., school
administrators will be hired by K12 Virtual Schools L.L..C. Compensation levels (salary
and benefits) for Insight PA administrative staff will be competitive with starting local
salary and benefits. Employment agreements will be signed. Benefits will be secured.
As administrative vacancies occur during the school year, the same recruitment,
selection, and employment techniques will be used.

. What is the targeted staff size and teacher/student ratio?

The Insight PA staffing plan is designed to meet the needs of the various functional areas
of school operations while also providing an adequate number of staff to serve the
students enrolled. The functional areas are those necessary for the proper support of
students, families and faculty. The number of specific positions will be a function of
enrollment.

The student/teacher ratio in middle school homerooms will be 50:1. The student/teacher
ratio in high school homerooms will be approximately 150:1. The student/teacher ratio
for special education will be 25:1 in middle school, and high school. With the addition of
math and reading specialists, advisors, and counselors, the total student to instructional
staff ratio is 25:1, excluding para-educators. We will hire para-educators to support
synchronous and Learning Center instruction.

. What professional development opportunities will be available to teachers and other
staff?

Teachers and Staff benefit from K12’s Academic Services Group’s ongoing professional
development which provides a variety of resources to support teachers in their roles,
particularly in the areas of curriculum and instruction. Professional development
opportunities are a combination of K'*’s best practices and training along with required
annual professional development for all teachers. Professional development will be a
year-long pursuit focused on providing teachers with the skills and competencies to meet
the needs of students and their families. Each teacher will have a combination of
required professional development as deemed appropriate by their tenure or as identified
by an administrator as an area where development is needed, and other optional offerings
particular to their areas of interest. Teachers and staff will receive professional
development on these and other topics, at various points throughout the year.

Professional development will begin with Virtual New Teacher Training (VNTT) for new
teachers and staff and continues with ongoing training monthly for new and experienced
teachers. VNTT is designed to help new teachers get a fast start with the K'> model, K'?
curriculum, K2 systems, communication, instruction, accountability and community
through customizable paths. VNTT content is designed to be flexible and customizable
to teacher needs.

Ongoing Professional Development consists of monthly online workshops which provide
the opportunity for sharing best practices and team building as well as hearing
presentations from curriculum experts. Topics covered include assessment, technology,
instructional strategies, and content, for example, professional development sessions
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around student and even teacher misconceptions by subject. An online real-time
presentation tool is used to facilitate professional development.

Teachers are provided with necessary technology equipment, e-mail accounts, a
dedicated teacher help desk for technology support, online classrooms, and operations
support. Additionally, teachers are provided access to a comprehensive set of teacher and
administrative tools, including customized reporting, to enhance effectiveness. FAQ’s
are also available to help teachers troubleshoot issues as they arise.

Many of the student supports and services are also support services to teacher as they aid
the teacher in providing a successful student experience.

. Describe your human resource polices governing salaries, contracts, hiring and
dismissal, and benefits.

Insight PA will contract with Insperity for Human Resource and Benefits services. A
draft Employee Manual, which is a detailed explanation of our human resource policies,
is attached to this application (see Appendix 20). Insight PA will develop an Acceptable
Use Policy for teachers for the use of the technology and the Internet.

. Identify the proposed faculty.

The faculty of Insight PA will be a diverse group of highly qualified K-12 teachers and
math and reading specialists. Insight PA will employ Pennsylvania certified teachers
who are experienced educators, and are highly qualified under the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 (NCLB). Teachers will have a Bachelor’s degree or higher, state
certification, and demonstrate competency in either elementary education or in a
secondary subject area depending on the grade level or subject they will teach.
Depending on the students enrolled, teachers and other staff with bilingual skills will be
recruited and hired. The faculty will include regular and special education teachers at the
elementary, middle, and high school levels. The number and types of teachers recruited
will depend on student needs from year to year. Ongoing enrollment will necessitate
hiring throughout the year as necessary. Faculty will be assisted by para-educators in the
Learning and tutoring centers.

. Attach a report of criminal history record, pursuant to Section 111 of the Public
School Code for all individuals seeking the charter who shall have direct contact
with students. Direct contact includes contact through any electronic means.

K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. and Insight PA will require a criminal history background
check prior to hiring an applicant or accepting the services of a contractor if the applicant,
contractor or contractor’s employees will have direct contact with Insight PA students. A
criminal history background check is a report of criminal history record information
from, or a statement that no information is on file with, the Pennsylvania State Police; or,
for nonresidents of Pennsylvania, a report of Federal criminal history record information
from, or a statement that no information is on file with, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The criminal history background check may not be more than 1 year old at
the time of employment or engagement of contracted services. A criminal history
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background check is not required when an employee, contractor, or contractor’s
employee continues to be employed by Insight PA but is moved from one site to another
if the following apply:

e The employee, contractor, or contractor’s employee has been previously
submitted the original of the criminal history background check in
accordance with Section 111.

® A copy of the criminal history background check is maintained by the
Insight PA  administrators.

If an employee, contractor, or contractor’s employee who does not have direct contact
with children is subsequently permitted direct contact with children due to transfer,
changed circumstances or for another reason, a criminal history background check will be
required before the employee, contractor, or contractor’s employee is permitted direct
contact with children.

A criminal history background check is required only prior to the initial hiring of a
substitute teacher by Insight PA.

The applicant or potential contractor may present a copy of his criminal history
background check with an initial application, but shall present the original criminal
history background check to K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. or Insight PA (depending on the
employer) prior to employment or engagement of services. K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C.
or Insight PA (depending on the employer) shall

o make and keep a copy of the original in the applicant’s or potential contractor’s
file;

o mark the copy with the date copied and note the name of the administrator who
has seen the original; and

o return the original to the applicant or potential contractor for subsequent use.

Prior to employing a person who would have direct contact with children, and prior to
utilizing an employee in a manner which would cause an employee to have direct contact
with children for the first time, a Insight PA contractor shall obtain a criminal history
background check on each employee and present it to Insight PA in the same manner to
be used by K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. or Insight PA as outlined in the preceding
paragraph.

The Insight PA Head of School and a designated K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C.
representative will be responsible for maintaining the confidentiality of the criminal
history background checks. The criminal history background check is not available to
anyone who is not directly involved in making hiring decisions.

Neither K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. or Insight PA will employ an applicant who would

have direct contact with children if the applicant’s criminal history check states that the
applicant has been convicted of a crime specified in Section 111(e) of the Public School
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Code of 1949, or an equivalent Federal or out-of-State crime, within 5 years or less of the
date of a criminal history background check.

Neither K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. or Insight PA will engage or utilize the services of a
contractor who would have direct contact with children or permit an employee of the
contractor to have direct contact with children if the contractor or the contractor’s
employee’s criminal history background check states that the contractor or contractor’s
employee has bee convicted of a crime specified in Section 111(e) of the Public School
Code of 1949, or an equivalent Federal or out-of-State crime, within 5 years or less of the
date of a criminal history background check.

K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. or Insight PA (depending on the employer) shall notify the
applicant in writing if the decision not to hire or employ the applicant is based in whole
or in part on the criminal history background check.

. Attach an official clearance statement regarding child injury or abuse from the
Department of Public Welfare as required by 23 Pa. C.S. Chapter 63 subchapter C.
2 (relating to background checks for employment in schools) for all individuals who
shall have direct contact with students. Direct contact includes contact through any
electronic means.

There are no Insight PA staff hired at this time therefore we cannot attach official
clearance statements. K12 Virtual Schools L.L.C. and Insight PA will require all
individuals who are applicants for Insight PA jobs who will have direct contact with
Insight PA students to submit an official clearance statement regarding child injury or
abuse issued within the immediately preceding year by the Department of Public Welfare
as required by 23 Pa. C.S. Chapter 63 subchapter C. 2. Submission of this clearance
statement is a condition of employment at Insight PA for individuals who will have direct
contact with Insight PA students, which includes individuals who have contact by
electronic means. Insight PA will not hire an applicant if the Department of Public
Welfare verifies that the applicant is named as the perpetrator of a founded report of child
abuse or is named as the individual responsible for injury or abuse in a founded report for
a school employee.

The clearance statement shall not be required for an applicant transferring positions
within Insight PA who has, prior to the transfer, already obtained an official clearance
statement. An official clearance statement from DPW is not required of a school
employee who is under 21 years of age, in a job training program and employed for not
more than 90 days. A school employee may be hired on a provisional basis for up to 30
days, if a state resident, or 90 days, if from out of state, without a DPW official clearance
statement. However, the individual hired provisionally would need to have applied for
the clearance and attest in writing by oath or affirmation that he/she is not a perpetrator in
a founded report of child abuse or named in a founded report as a school employee. The
administrator must also have no knowledge of information which would disqualify the
applicant under the Child Protective Services law. This provisional hiring may not occur
during a strike.
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H. What procedures have been developed, through research of NCLB guidelines, that
ensure the hiring of certified, highly qualified teachers and other professional staff?

The Insight PA administrative staff will draft a procedure for consideration by the Board
of Trustees to ensure the hiring of certified, highly qualified teachers and other
professional staff. The procedure will include a method for determining the Highly
Qualified status of the teacher and other professional staff candidates; assisting the
teacher to develop a plan to become highly qualified; and implementing the plan which
will most likely entail participating in professional development. Insight PA’s draft
employee manual provides for a reimbursement program for fulltime Insight PA
employees who are taking classes and testing to meet the highly qualified status. (see
Appendix 20) As currently drafted, Insight PA’s reimbursement program would fund
tuition (general and instructional fees), lab, technology, classes, testing, and text book
fees for teachers who are working to meet highly qualified status. Eligible courses
include subject matter courses such as Math, Science, Reading, Educational Leadership,
Special Education, and courses related to the state content standards and Highly Qualified
status.

Explanation: Establish high professional standards for teachers and other staff; commitment

to professional development of staff; and working conditions and compensation packages that
will attract and retain quality staff as per compliance with labor laws.
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V. ADMINISTRATION (Continued)
4. Code of Conduct:

A. Discuss any rules or guidelines governing student behavior.

Insight PA standards for student behavior will be found in the school’s Code of Conduct
while student discipline policy will be contained in the Insight PA Parent/Student
Handbook. Every student and family will receive a copy of these documents upon
enrollment and they will be discussed with students and parents at parent training and
orientation meetings. Through the OLS, Insight PA will monitor attendance for
compliance with the requirements of the State of Pennsylvania and its charter.
Attendance and related academic progress will be monitored and will be a determining
factor in student promotion to the next curricular grade level, continued enrollment in the
school, and graduation. Staff will be provided a copy of the school’s disciplinary policies
upon employment and as part of ongoing professional development.

Monitoring Student Behavior

Pennsylvania-certified teachers will utilize a number of tools and strategies to monitor
student behavior during instructional and non-instructional activities. Though listed
separately below, these tools and strategies will be utilized as part of an inextricably
linked process. Among these tools and strategies are:

e Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences: Teachers will meet with students and
parents on a regular basis at parent/student/teacher conferences.

® Online School: The OLS allows teachers to review student lesson completion,
assessments, time logged online, and attendance hours and minutes. Teachers
will use the OLS to monitor student progress through instructional activities.

® (lass Connect: Class Connect is a synchronous online teaching tool that allows
teachers to conduct one-on-one or small group sessions with students. These
small group sessions help teachers better understand whether or not a student is
both completing his/her own work and mastering it.

e Work Samples: Students will submit regular work samples and assignments to
teachers. Teachers are able to select which assignments to focus on so that, for
the purposes of compliance and learning, they can guarantee that students are
doing their own work. If a student has either not completed an assignment, or can
not explain the basis of his/her assignment, the student will not receive attendance
credit for this work.

e Email: Student will email written work to their certified teachers regularly
(especially above grade three). This work will be reviewed similar to work
completed for their portfolio as well as the work evaluated during Class Connect
sessions.

e Assessments:  Students will take regular, proctored unit and benchmark
assessments tied directly to the work they are completing. Certified teachers will
proctor these sessions, review these assessments, and ensure that performance on
web-based daily assessments mirror student performance in the proctored setting.

e School Outings: All Insight PA outings will be led by a Insight PA teacher and/or
staff member who will supervise the behavior of students during the outings.
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Positive Behavior Intervention Plan

A positive learning environment fosters student achievement. To this end, teachers will
be trained in positive expectations, classroom management and lesson mastery. Positive
expectations begin with the understanding that what we expect of our students will
greatly influence their achievement with academics, and with life. The more the school
and family are joined as partners, the greater a student’s chance of success. A teacher
who employs significant and purposeful feedback to students will create an environment
of positive expectations. Classroom management is another practice that effective
teachers think carefully about. In order to maximize student learning and minimize
student misbehavior, routines and procedures must be carefully planned and
implemented. As a staff, teachers will develop an effective discipline plan with clearly
articulated rules. Consequences and rewards for each rule will be developed and
consistently employed. Lesson mastery involves a high rate of student on-task behaviors.
Precise instruction and assignments monitored by regular assessments allow the student
to take ownership of and pride in their work. This philosophy and approach creates an
environment where students can succeed because they know at the start what is expected
of them, and how to surpass those expectations.

At the school level, awards for academic achievement recognition will be given. Other
programs, such as student of the month, will help to create a proactive, positive learning
environment. Teachers will also work with the parents or other responsible adults. Some
students may need behavioral support for subject areas that are challenging, or for ideas
on how to effectively use the time during the day to maximize student learning. Insight
PA will help each student reach their potential in a positive, supportive fashion.

. Describe your school’s policies regarding student expulsion and suspension,
including students with disabilities.

There are several ways a parent or student could be considered to be non-compliant with
school policies and, therefore, subject to discipline. Examples are failure to respond to
teacher/ administrator phone calls and/or email; failure to participate in scheduled
parent/student/teacher conferences; failure to submit required work samples; failure to
participate in state-mandated assessments; and failure to follow Individual Education
Plan (IEP) or Academic Improvement Plan (AIP) requirements. Insight PA will establish
procedures to deal with non-compliance which will also be discussed with students and at
parent training meetings as well as being published in the school’s Parent/Student
Handbook.

School policies will be laid out in the Handbook. The school reserves the right to expel
students who are in violation of the rules laid out in the Student/Parent Handbook. The
Head of School will appoint a designee will make expulsion or suspension decisions.
Parent and student will be notified and provided and explanation of the action taken.
Appeals can be made to the Head of School who will review the merits of the case.
Suspensions will involve the removal of students from participation in the larger
community of learners by removing their access to communications technology that
allows them to participate electronically in that community. The Student/Parent
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Handbook contains rules and consequences leading to (1) short- or long-term
suspensions; and (2) expulsion.

1. Discipline Procedures: A student cannot be suspended or expelled and thereby
deprived of a free education provided in the public schools without due process. Due
process requirements guarantee all students the right to fair notice, fair procedures, and a
fair hearing. The student and his or her parent or guardians have the responsibility to
follow the procedures set forth herein in a respectful and timely fashion. A student who
is accused of misbehavior or a breach of this Code of Student Conduct will be presented
to the Head of School’s appointed designee by the person having knowledge of the
misbehavior or breach of conduct.

(a) Written referral: Violations shall be presented in written form and should be
specific, indicating the breach of the Code of Student Conduct for which the referral
is being issued.

(b) Student notification: The student will be placed on notice of the violation by the
Head of School’s appointed designee and afforded an opportunity to explain.

(c) Inmitial conference: An initial conference (in person or by tele- or video-conference)
shall be conducted by the Head of School’s appointed designee at each level of
discipline.

1. Charges and Evidence: The Head of School’s appointed designee, shall
confer with the student, explain the charges and evidence against the student, and
allow the student an opportunity to present his or her side of the story prior to
taking disciplinary action.

2. Parental Assistance: A good faith effort shall be made by the Head of
School’s appointed designee, to employ parental assistance or other alternative
measures prior to suspension, except in the case of emergency or disruptive
conditions that require immediate suspension or in the case of a serious breach of
conduct.

(d) Parental notification:
1. By Telephone or Email: The Head of School’s appointed designee shall
make a good faith effort to notify the parent by telephone or email of the
student's misconduct and the proposed disciplinary action.

2. By Written Notice: Regardless of whether there has been communication
with the student's parent by telephone, the Head of School’s appointed designee,
shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of taking disciplinary action, send written
notice to the parent describing the disciplinary action imposed and the reasons
action was taken.

Violations Leading to Suspension
The following violations will lead to short-term suspension or other low-level
disciplinary action, following the due-process procedures noted above. Multiple

violations at this level may lead to a long-term suspension or expulsion. [Note: We take
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the below violations very seriously but in a virtual environment we expect that many of
these violations will be significantly less likely to occur.]

Abusive Language or Conduct: A student who uses or engages in abusive,
profane, obscene, vulgar language or conduct, in the presence of another person,
whether in person or electronically, is guilty of unacceptable conduct.

Cheating: A student who participates in using, copying, or providing another
student with any test answers or answer keys or another person's work,
representing it to be their own work, is guilty of unacceptable conduct.

Disruptive Behavior and/or Minor Infractions: A student who engages in
unacceptable behavior or conduct that is disruptive to the educational process, but
1s not considered a serious breach of conduct, or who violates school rules and
policies determined by the HOS to be minor in nature, is guilty of unacceptable
conduct.

Unauthorized Access: A student who enters part of the Insight PA website that
has been denied to them by administrators will be in violation of the School’s
Acceptable Use Policy.

False Information: A student who knowingly and intentionally reports or gives
false or misleading information, either oral or written, which may injure another
person's character or reputation or disrupt the orderly process of the school is
guilty of a serious breach of conduct.

Interference with the Educational Process: A student who is guilty of willful
disobedience, open defiance of the authority of the HOS or any member of the
School staff, violence against persons or property, or any other act that
substantially disrupts the orderly conduct of the School is guilty of a serious
breach of conduct.

Vandalism: A student who intentionally destroys, damages, or defaces records or
property (whether physical or electronic) owned by or in the possession of the
Board or other members of the staff is guilty of a serious breach of conduct.

Theft: A student who takes from another person money or other property (whether
physical or electronic) belonging to the other person with the intent to
permanently deprive the victim of such property is guilty of a serious breach of
conduct that may be reported to the proper law enforcement agency.

Robbery: A student who takes money or other property (whether physical or
electronic) belonging to another person from another person by the use of force,
violence, assault, or threatened use of force or violence is guilty of a serious
breach of conduct that may be reported to the proper law enforcement agency.
Sexual Harassment: A student who subjects another student to unwelcome sexual
advances, verbal harassment or abuse, pressure for sexual activity, repeated
remarks with sexual or demeaning implications, unwelcome or inappropriate
touching, or suggestions or demands for sexual involvement accompanied by
implied or explicit threats—either in person or online—is guilty of a serious
breach of conduct. This also includes transmission of sexually inappropriate or
explicit material.

Indecent Exposure or Conduct: A student who exposes or exhibits his or her
sexual organs in the presence of others in a lewd or indecent manner, or who
intentionally and willingly engages in behavior that is considered lewd, indecent,

89



or obscene, either in person or online, is guilty of a serious breach of conduct that
may be reported to the proper law enforcement agency.

Burglary: A student who enters or remains in a building or property owned or
maintained by the Board with the intent to commit theft, vandalism, or some other
criminal offense therein, is guilty of burglary unless the premises are at the time
open to the public or the student is legally authorized to enter or remain.
However, the fact that the premises may be open to the public or that the student
may be authorized to enter or remain will not excuse any other offense, violation,
or other breach of conduct committed by that student while therein. Burglary is a
serious breach of conduct that may be reported to the proper law enforcement
agency.

Abusive Language or Conduct Directed at a School Employee or Trustee: A
student who uses or engages in abusive, profane, obscene, or vulgar language or
conduct directed at a school employee or trustee is guilty of a serious breach of
conduct.

Violations leading to Expulsion

The following violations will lead to expulsion, following the due process procedures
noted above.

Weapons: A student who displays or is in possession of an object normally
considered a weapon (other than a firearm), such as a knife or club, while
attending a school-sponsored activity away from home is guilty of a serious
breach of conduct.

Firearms: A firearm is any weapon (including a starter gun, pellet gun, B-B gun,
air rifle, or air pistol) that will, or is designed to, or may readily be converted to
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or compressed or forced air. It is
the expressed policy of the Board that, with the exception of law enforcement
officers, no person shall have in his or her possession any firearm of any nature,
including a firearm used for recreational activities, while on a school campus,
other property owned or maintained by the Board, or property designated for
school activities.

Battery: A student who intentionally strikes another person against the will of the
other person or intentionally causes bodily harm to another person is guilty of a
serious breach of conduct that may be reported to the proper law enforcement
agency.

Bomb and Explosive: A student who is in possession of a bomb, explosive device,
or substance or materials intended for use in a bomb or explosive device or
substance while at a school-sponsored activity, on Board property, or a chartered
bus (unless the material or device is being used as part of a legitimate school-
related activity or science project conducted under the supervision of an instructor
with the knowledge and consent of the HOS or appointed designee) is guilty of a
serious breach of conduct.

Arson: A student who willfully, by fire or explosion, damages or attempts to
damage any building, structure, vehicle, or other property owned or maintained by
the Board is guilty of a serious breach of conduct that may be reported to the
proper law enforcement agency.
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e Threat: A student who intentionally threatens, by word or act, to strike or cause
bodily harm to another person, has the apparent ability to carry out such threat,
and causes the other person to have a well-founded fear that he or she is about to
be struck or about to suffer such bodily harm is guilty of a serious breach of
conduct that may be reported to the proper law enforcement agency.

C. Describe your school’s mandatory student attendance plan and its fit with the code
of conduct.
Insight PA founders will adopt a Truancy Elimination Plan using the Pennsylvania
Department of Education’s guidance in the Truancy Toolkit described below
(http://www.patruancytoolkit.info/index.cfm?pageid=2647):

Doctor/Medical Excuses
1. Students must present doctors’ notes when they are absent from school for
three or more days consecutively due to illness.
2. Parents should send doctors’ notes to the child’s teacher or attendance
coordinator.
a. The Attendance Coordinator will add information onto the Medical
Excuse list and update the master attendance.
b. The Attendance Coordinator will forward a copy of the medical excuse to
the School Nurse to be filed in the student’s medical file.
c. Doctor’s notes will be valid for 10 days.

Excuse Notes for Absence
1. In order for an absence to be registered as excused, a parent or guardian must
submit a written explanation to the child’s teacher or Attendance Coordinator.
2. The excuse must state the student’s name, the date of the absence, and the
reason for the absence.
3. The parent or guardian will have three calendar days from the absence to
submit the excuse.
4. A secure shared server will be used to record all absences by the attendance
coordinator.

Excused Absences
1. Administrators will register absences as excused for the reasons cited in the

Pennsylvania School Code: personal illness or quarantine, health care, death
in the immediate family, approved educational travel, and religious holidays

or religious instruction.

2. A maximum of ten days of cumulative lawful absences verified by parental
notification may be permitted per school year. All absences beyond ten
cumulative days will require an excuse from a physician.

Unexcused Absences
1. If the teacher or coordinator does not receive an excuse within three days of
the absence, such absence will be recorded as an unexcused absence.

Educational Leave
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Pupils may be excused for educational trips not sponsored by the school
according to Section 11.26, Annex A, Ch. 11 of the Pennsylvania School Code. It
will be the parent or guardian’s responsibility to contact the teacher(s) to
determine what obligations must be met as a result of this proposed absence. The
following restrictions apply to requests for educational leave:

1. No more than ten (10) days of absence will result.

2. No absence will occur in the last ten (10) days of the school year.

3. Experiences such as “Long Weekends” and “Vacations” will not justify any

request.
4. The request must be submitted and approved 24 hours prior to the trip
5. Requests will not be approved for time off during the state testing window.

No Internet Access or Power Outage

Students who are unable to log into school or have a power outage must have an
alternative plan to go to a public library/public location with computer access to
do their school work. If a student does not have a back-up plan and cannot go to
the library, the student must notify their Homeroom Teacher so that the reason for
their absence may be acknowledged and accepted.

Truancy Elimination Plan

Insight PA Cyber Charter School has developed a Truancy Elimination Plan
(TEP), as described in Section IV (A) (3) BEC 24 P.S. 13-1327 to work
strategically to reduce the incidence of truancy. Teachers are the first line of
defense for compulsory attendance, as they are the first to recognize students with
possible attendance issues. Therefore, teachers will implement a plan of action
including, but not limited to:

e Sharing and reviewing school policy on attendance and student
responsibilities with students and families;

Contacting the student’s parent/guardian upon their absence;

Meeting individually with students to discuss reason(s) for absence;
Following up with the building principal (or assigned truant officer);
Making referrals to guidance counselors and

Collaborating with Student Assistance Teams as appropriate.

Contacting Children and Youth Services for support.

Insight PA Cyber Charter School will notify the parent/guardian regarding the
need for a joint conference upon the third unlawful student absence. The school-
family conference will engage all participants involved in the student’s life to
explore possible solutions to increase the student’s school attendance. The
purpose of the school-family conference will be to discuss the cause(s) of the
truancy and to develop a mutually agreed upon plan to assure regular school
attendance. The school-family conference will provide both parties with the
opportunity to identify, understand and explore all issues contributing to the
student’s truant behavior. Participation by the student and family will be an
integral component for this conference. In addition, representatives from relevant
and/or involved community-based agencies, community and school services and
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school personnel may be invited to participate. During the school-family
conference, a Truancy Elimination Plan shall be developed cooperatively with the
student and other meeting participants. Issues to be addressed at the school-
family conference should include, but not be limited to:

e Appropriateness of the student’s educational environment;

e Possible elements of the school environment that inhibit student success;
e Student’s current academic level and needs;

e Social, emotional, physical, mental and behavioral health issues;

e Issues concerning family and home environment; and

e Any other issues affecting the student’s attendance.

This school-family conference will also provide an opportunity to ensure that both the
student and the family clearly understand the legal ramifications of not adhering to
the state’s compulsory attendance requirements. This methodology promotes full
understanding and appreciation of the root causes of truancy as well as the resultant
personal and societal impacts when truant behavior is not adequately addressed. The
TEP will include, but not be limited to, the following components as appropriate:

e Identification and provision of appropriate academic supports by the school
and/or community organization(s);

e Identification and provision of appropriate social, emotional, physical, mental
and behavioral health support from the school and/or community
organization(s);

e Identification of the school environment issues that affect the student’s
success and solutions to address these issues;

e Explanation of the student’s strengths and responsibilities related to the TEP;

e Explanation of the family’s strengths and responsibilities related to the TEP;

e (larification of method(s) used for monitoring the effectiveness of the TEP;

e Explanation of the consequences for each stakeholder if the TEP is not fully
implemented;

e Explanation of the consequences for each stakeholder if the TEP is not fully
implemented;

e Discussion of the benefits for successfully implementing the TEP and

e Follow up and report the outcome of the TEP.

The Chart below outlines the steps that will occur in the event that a student begins to
accumulate any unlawful absences. It is the intent of Insight PA Cyber Charter School to
eliminate such occurrences.

Unlawful Consequences Academic Impact

Absences

First Parent/guardian receives a notice of unlawful absence from school. The Student is expected to make

Unlawful legal penalties established by law for violation of compulsory attendance up any missed assignments

Absence requirements and the school Student Assistance Program brochure will be | and submit immediately on
attached to the notice. In addition to stating the legal punishments, the the next school day. Zeros
name and telephone number of a school contact person shall be included. will be assigned until
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Parents are then able to contact a specific person to request assistance in
resolving the child’s truant behavior.

received by the teacher.

Second Parent/guardian receives a second notice of unlawful absence from the Student is expected to make
Unlawful school district. Again, the legal penalties established by law for violation up any missed assignments
Absence of compulsory attendance requirements, SAP brochure, and the name and | and submit on the next

telephone number of a school contact personal shall be included. school day.
Additionally, another offer of assistance will be made to the parent.

Third 1. Parent/guardian receives a third notice of unlawful absence by certified | The Student is expected to
Unlawful mail providing “official notice of child’s third illegal absence.” Attached submit any missed
Absence to this notice will be penalties for violation of compulsory attendance assignments. A plan on

requirements as they pertain to both the student and the parent/guardian, when those assignments are

including information that three days after giving such notice, the student due will be discussed

or parent/guardian who again violates the compulsory attendance during the conference with

requirements shall be liable without further notice. the parent/guardian and the

school. Zeros will be

2. The school will coordinate the school-family conference to discuss the assigned until received by

cause of the child’s truancy and develop a mutually agreed upon Truancy the teacher.

Elimination Plan (TEP) to resolve truant behavior. Issues to be reviewed

at the school-family conference include the appropriateness of the child’s

educational environment, current academic difficulties, physical or

behavioral health issues, and family/environment concerns. At the end of

the conference all parties will sign a comprehensive TEP that is agreed to

by the school, district representative, the child, and the parents and/or

family. The plan could include accessing academic and social/health

supports from the school and community organizations, a recommendation

and an agreement for a change in educational choice to better suit the

student's academic needs, an outline of family/parent and student

responsibilities, and levels of performance monitoring that include rewards

and consequences. If the family chooses to ignore the invitation to attend,

or refuses to sign and return the TEP within the hour of the meeting, the

school will move to report the unlawful absences to the School District to

pursue truancy proceedings with the magistrate.
Subsequent | After agreeing to a TEP, or if there is no agreement on a truancy All assignments are
Unlawful elimination plan and 3 days have passed since the parent/guardian received | expected to be submitted or
Absences the official notice of the child’s third illegal absence, if a child is the student will be in

unlawfully absent, at any point within the school year, an official notice of
unlawful absence will be sent home. The purpose of this correspondence is
to inform the child’s parent/guardian that the child has violated the TEP
or, if there is not a TEP, to inform the child’s parent/guardian that the child
has again violated the compulsory attendance requirements, and advise the
parent/guardian that a citation will immediately be sent to the magisterial
district judge. To ensure the parent/guardian receives the notice, it will be
sent through certified mail. After this step, the school will cease
informing the parents in writing of absences but the school will continue to
call the parent/guardian to inform them of additional truant behavior. The
School will refer all future incidents of truancy directly to the district OR
directly to the magisterial district judge having jurisdiction in the region.

jeopardy of failing the
course (s) and in jeopardy
of being retained in the
same grade level.

Referral to
County
Children
and Youth
Agency

1. Any child who has not attained the age of 13 who fails to comply with
the compulsory attendance requirements and is habitually truant, shall be
referred by the school to the local county children and youth agency for
services, which may include addressing family issues that may be
responsible for the child’s truant behavior, or possible adjudication as a
“dependent” child under the Juvenile Act. The referral to the county
children and youth agency may be in addition to proceeding against the
parent/guardian by sending the citation to the appropriate magisterial
district judge or a school may decide to refer a family to the local county
children and youth agency instead of sending a citation to the appropriate

All assignments are
expected to be submitted or
the student will be in
jeopardy of failing the
course (s) and in jeopardy
of being retained in the
same grade level.
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magisterial district judge. If the parent/guardian provides written consent,
a copy of the TEP should be forwarded to the county children and youth
agency.

2. Any child who has attained the age of 13 who fails to comply with the
compulsory attendance requirements and is habitually truant may, in lieu
of being prosecuted, be referred by the school district to the local county
children and youth agency for services, which may include addressing
family issues that may be responsible for the child’s truant behavior or,
possible adjudication as a dependent child under the Juvenile Act.

Habitual If a child of any age continues to be truant after the above actions have All assignments are
Truancy been taken, then the school will send letters to the local school district to expected to be submitted
file citations with the local magisterial district judge citing the child’s that were missed due to
continued truancy on a weekly basis. The local magisterial district judge truancy. Zeros will be
will be kept informed if truant behavior continues after a plan is in place. assigned until received by
If a district judge is assigned, the school will send the information directly | the teacher.
to the magisterial court.
10 Under Section 11.24, students who miss ten consecutive school days shall | Student transcript will
Consecutive | be dropped from the active membership roll unless the school is provided | reflect student’s grades
Absences with evidence the excuse is legal or the school is pursuing compulsory upon removal including
attendance prosecution. The students’ School District of Residence will be | zeros for any missed
notified within 15 days of the students’ removal from the school’s active assignments.
membership. '
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?A=11&Q=121159
For If at any time a student with an IEP is found truant, an IEP meeting will be | Appropriate
Students convened and the team will determine if the students' disabilities are accommodations will be
with IEPs preventing him/her from attending school. If the truancy is caused by the made and/or student grades

child's disability, adjustments and edits to the IEP will be made. If it is
determined that the student's disability has nothing to do with the child's
disability, the child will be treated accordingly as above.

will reflect student work
based on Student IEP.

Withdrawal Process

Please refer to Section 1. School Design (4)(F) of this application for details about the
process that Insight PA will follow once a family has communicated an intent to
withdraw a student or a child has accumulated 10 consecutive unexcused absences or has
exhausted his/her ability to resolve issues in the Truancy Elimination Plan.

Explanation: Provide evidence that the founders inspire the confidence of their targeted
community; program provides an attractive educational alternative to students and parents;
and community support extends beyond the core group of founders. Expectation for student
behavior is clear and specific processes for disciplinary actions are established.

5. Timetable:

A. Provide a detailed timetable of projected steps and dates leading to the opening of a
charter school.

'24 P.S. §17-1701-A
224 P.S. 13-1327 Compulsory Attendance and Truancy Elimination Plan
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INSIGHT PA CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OPENING TIMELINE

Incorporate and file Articles completed

Create and approve BylLaws completed
Contract with Management Provider completed
Submission of Charter Application September, 2012
Approval of Charter Application January, 2013
Recruitment of Board of Trustees January

Approval of Board Policies February-March
Create Student/Parent Handbook February-March
Recruitment of Students March

Finalize Insurance Coverage March

Enrollment Opens March

Finalize Office Lease April

Move into Office & Setup May

Hire Administrators May

District Notification May (ongoing with enrollment)
Course Placement June-July

Hiring of Teachers June-July

Teacher Training August

Student Computer/Materials Delivered | August

Orientation Sessions August - September
School Begins September

Live Launch September (ongoing with enrollment)

Explanation: Establish a well-developed, realistic plan of action for opening a charter school.

a

Safety:

A. Submit written documentation of intent to comply with all applicable safety
requirements, including the following to demonstrate the safety and structural
soundness of the school:

¢ Inspection by a local building inspector.

¢ Inspection by a local fire department.

e Approval from the municipal licensing authority for use of any explosives and
flammable compounds or liquids in connection with courses taught at the school.

¢ Compliance with all other federal, state, and local health and safety laws and
regulations.

e Application for certificates, licenses, etc. are part of the planning process.

Insight PA will comply with all applicable safety requirements (e.g., building inspector, fire
department, municipal licensing authority, all other federal, state, and local health and safety
laws and regulations) for its administrative offices and Learning Centers. All necessary

certificates and occupancy permits will be obtained and will be in effect prior to the opening
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of the school. Preliminary clearances on these requirements will be obtained prior to a lease
being executed.

Note: All necessary certificates and occupancy permits must be issued and in effect prior to
the opening of the charter school. Preliminary clearances on all these requirements should
be obtained prior to a lease being executed.

7. School Health Services

A. Describe your plan for providing school health services as required under Article
X1V of the Public School Code.

Insight PA will provide school health services that comply with Article XIV of the Public
School Code of 1949. Information for parents/other responsible adults about health and
safety requirements (including the responsibility of parents to provide health and
immunization records) and student health services will be included in the Insight PA
Student-Parent Handbook.

B. Describe how school nursing services, including administration of medication, will
be delivered.

The School nurse is an integral player in the health program and his/her main objective
will be to advance the well being and academic success of Insight PA students. Insight
PA will contract for nursing services needed to comply with the requirements of Article
XIV of the Public School Code of 1949. School nurses may provide the following
services:

e Safe administration of medications

® Developmental health services and education: early childhood to adolescence

¢ Health curriculum and wellness programs — to promote health and safety—in
accordance with Chapter 4 for K-12 students in coordination with the health
and PE teachers.

o Learning about healthy habits and staying safe are an important
learning experience for all students. Health education resources will
be offered by school nurses to parents via thebigthinK12 (a secure
online “bulletin board”), announcement postings, a pupil health
brochure, and mini-health fairs at health screening sites which Insight
PA will provide in several locations in the Commonwealth convenient
to Insight PA students.

o Students will be invited to school wide Class Connect sessions
offering health information such as Red Ribbon Week--Tobacco
Awareness, Wellness--Nutrition & Physical Activity, and Summer
Safety.

o Parents will be encouraged to provide health and safety lessons for
their child(ren) under the guidance of the school nurse. At their
request, the school nurse and teachers will assist parents with the
development of these lessons.
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o An important part of health and safety education is instruction in fire
safety. The Pennsylvania public school code requires all students to
receive fire safety instruction and to participate in monthly fire drills.
The school nurse, in conjunction with the PE/health teachers, will help
provide fire safety instruction and guidance about running fire drills.
Outings at local fire departments across the state, the Red Cross, and
other agencies that can provide instruction and guidance will be
organized to promote the health and safety of all Insight PA students.

o Teachers will check student health and safety activities and hours
during biweekly conference calls. A maximum of 25 health and safety
education hours may be counted towards a child’s total hours of
instruction for the year.

o Since it does not participate in the National School Lunch or School
Breakfast Programs, the school will not develop a Wellness Policy.
The school will support the Healthier US initiative from which the
Chapter 12 requirements arose to address potential barriers to student
success in the classroom.

¢ Inform students of normal development
® Monitor and ensure health of students and staff

o All students who attend Insight PA will be offered free screenings for
height, weight, BMI, hearing, vision and scoliosis. Referrals will be
made for students not passing Pennsylvania Department of Health
regulations with follow-up information for enrollment in health care
insurance and/or with local healthcare providers. Students who do not
pass their vision screening and do not have vision insurance coverage
will be referred to the National Association of School Nurses Sight for
Student Program.

o Each health screening site will offer a variety of health education
materials for parents and students to take home with them that
encourages students and families to be physically active, eat a
nutritious diet and make healthy choices.

Disaster and emergency preparedness
¢ Ensure compliance with health requirements, such as immunization

o Health records for all students will be maintained. Proof of
immunizations as well as current physical and dental examinations are
mandated for the enrollment process. Health histories with emergency
information will be collected from parents annually so that complete
health information is on file. Original medical records will be
requested for transferring students and released in compliance with
Pennsylvania Department of Health guidelines. All medical records
will be maintained by a certified school nurse.

o In addition to enrollment requirements, Insight PA will comply with
grade level health mandates. Physical examinations will be required
for grades 6 and 11 students. Dental examinations will be required for
grade7 students. Immunization records will be reviewed and parents
will be notified of new immunization mandates as students’ grade
levels change. Mandated health screenings will be performed health
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screening sites which Insight PA will provide in several locations in
the Commonwealth convenient to Insight PA students. If preferred,
parents may submit mandated screening results from the student’s
private physician.

Diagnostic information and referral (selected and targeted interventions)

Intervention for actual or potential health problems

o The Pupil Health Department, the team of Insight PA school nurses,

will form partnerships with varied health resources during the school
year such as Mobile Dentist/Smile Pennsylvania and Sight for
Students Programs, Pennsylvania Health Alert Network (PAHAN),
Pennsylvania Statewide Immunization Information System, and
Phila.gov Kids Registry.

Consultation and coordination services (intensive intervention)

Care and case management for children with chronic health problems

Identification of health needs
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
CHARTER

to operate a cyber charter school known as
Insight PA Cyber Charter School

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Pennsylvania Department of Education under the Public
School Code of 1949, as amended, and specifically under 24 P.S. §17-1745-A, the Board of
Trustees of the Insight PA Cyber Charter School is hereby granted a Charter to operate a cyber
charter school located at , for the period commencing on
and ending on . The grant of this charter was
approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Education on

It is specifically understood and agreed between the signatories hereto that:
1) the Board of Trustees shall operate the cyber charter school in accordance with the
provisions of 24 P.S. §§17-1741-A through 17-1751-A, any amendments thereto enacted
during the term of this charter and any regulations or standards applicable to cyber charter
schools;

2) the granting of this charter is specifically contingent upon operation of the cyber charter
school in strict adherence to the terms of the Application submitted by the Board of Trustees
and approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Education or the State Charter School
Appeal Board. Said Application is attached hereto as Appendix A and is incorporated herein
by reference as if fully set forth;

3) this Charter and the Appendix hereto constitute a legally binding agreement for the term
set forth above and the terms of said agreement cannot be changed absent a written
amendment to this Charter;

4) this Charter may be renewed for additional periods of five (5) years duration and upon
any such renewal, a new Charter shall be executed by the parties; and

5) this Charter can only be terminated in accordance with the provisions of applicable law.

WHEREFORE, the undersigned, intending to be legally bound hereby set their hands
this of 20__.
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ATTEST: BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

ATTEST: PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Ronald J. Tomalis, Secretary
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Language Arts K (Blue)

In this course, students receive structured lessons on readiness skills through emphasis
on phonics, language skills, literature, and handwriting to help develop comprehension,
build vocabulary, and promote a lifelong interest in reading.

+ Phonics: PhonicsWorks prepares students to become independent readers through
systematic, multisensory instruction in phonemic awareness and decoding skills,
using a kit of magnetized letter tiles and a variety of games and activities.

« Literature and Comprehension: Plenty of read-aloud literature kindles the
imagination while building comprehension and vocabulary. The emphasis is on
classic literature—fairy tales, fables, and folktales—including many works that
embody exemplary virtues.

+ Language Skills: Traditional poems, nursery rhymes, and riddles help students
develop comprehension, vocabulary, and a love of language. Offline vocabulary
instruction is accompanied by online review and practice. “All About Me” lays the
foundations of the writing process as students brainstorm, discuss, illustrate,
write, and share ideas with others.

» Handwriting: Handwriting Without Tears provides gentle instruction
to help students print letters correctly.

Curriculum Items: K Language Arts Blue Lesson Guide and Activity Book, K
PhonicsWorks Basic Kit, K? PhonicsWorks Lesson Guide, Activity Book, and Assessment
Book, K™? Read Aloud Treasury, The Rooster Crows—A Book of American Rhymes and
Jingles by Maud and Miska Petersham, Rhyme Time by Tomie dePaola, Additional

works of literature, K”? World Magazines, Handwriting Without Tears: Get Set for School
Teacher’s Guide and Activity Book, Handwriting Without Tears: Letters and Numbers

for Me Teacher’s Guide and Student Workbook, Slate chalkboard, Printed alphabet desk
strips, Wide double line paper, Items easily found in a typical home

Language Arts 1

In Language Arts 1, students get structured lessons on reading skills, language skills,
and literature to help develop comprehension, build vocabulary, and promote a lifelong
interest in reading. The advanced K”? PhonicsWorks program helps students become
confident, independent readers. Handwriting without Tears focuses on careful practice
at a pace that matches each student’s development of fine motor skills. Literature
lessons focus on classic folktales, fairy tales, fables, and poetry. Read-aloud and guided
reading lessons help students apply and extend the skills introduced in PhonicsWorks.

Curriculum Items: K? Language Arts Green Lesson Guide, Activity Book, Spelling
Handbook, and Assessment Book, K'? PhonicsWorks Basic and Advanced Tile Kits,

K™ PhonicsWorks Advanced Lesson Guide, Activity Book, and Assessment Book,
Handwriting Without Tears: My Printing Book Teacher’s Guide and Student Workbook,
K™ Classics for Young Readers, Vol. A, Listen, My Children: Poems for First Graders,
from Core Knowledge, Ready ... Set ... Read! The Beginning Reader’s Treasury, compiled
by Joanna Cole and Stephanie Calmenson, Additional works of literature, K'? World
Magazines, K? Book Report Kit, K My Journal, K'? Grab Bag, Accomplishments chart,
Story cards, Slate chalkboard, Printed alphabet desk strips, Wide double line paper,
Items easily found in a typical home



Language Arts 2 (Orange)

This course provides a comprehensive and interrelated sequence of lessons for
students to continue building their proficiency in literature and comprehension, writing
skills, vocabulary, spelling, and handwriting.

+ Literature and Comprehension: A guided reading approach builds comprehension
strategies and gradually transitions students to independent reading assignments.
Leveled reading selections progressively expose students to new challenges
including greater length, more complex content, and new vocabulary. The emphasis
is on classic literature from many cultures, poetry, and nonfiction articles. Students
also make their own reading choices to help foster a lifelong love of reading.

« Writing Skills: Students learn about parts of speech, usage, capitalization, and
punctuation, then apply this knowledge as they write sentences and paragraphs.
Students are introduced to the process of writing, as they pre-write, draft, revise,
and proofread their work before they share it with others. Written products include
letters, poems, literature reviews, research reports, and presentations.

+ Vocabulary: Students increase their vocabulary through word study, comprehension,
and word analysis, then apply their knowledge in a variety of authentic contexts.

+ Spelling: Students continue their exploration of spelling conventions with lessons
in sound-symbol relationships and patterns.

« Handwriting: Handwriting Without Tears helps students develop printing skills
and, if appropriate, begin cursive handwriting.

Curriculum Items: K? Language Arts Orange Lesson Guide, Activity Book, and
Assessment Book, Listen, My Children: Poems for Second Graders, from Core
Knowledge, K” Classics for Young Readers, Vol. B, Surprises, a book of poems
selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins, Additional works of literature, K? World Magazines,
Handwriting Without Tears: Printing Power Teacher’s Guide and Student Workbook,
White dry-erase board, Printed alphabet desk strips, Regular double line paper, Items
easily found in a typical home

Language Arts 3

In Language Arts 3, reading lessons are designed to develop comprehension, build
vocabulary, and help students become more independent readers. Students practice
writing as a process as they write a narrative, a report, letters, and poetry. Students learn
about sentence structure, parts of speech, and research skills. Through weekly word
lists, students learn relationships between sounds and spellings. Students read works

of nonfiction, as well as four novels. Students learn and use techniques for effective oral
presentations, and develop test-taking and critical thinking skills.

Curriculum Items: Classics for Young Readers, Vols. 3A and 3B, Civilizations Past to
Present: Greece by Kevin Supples, George Washington: Soldier, Hero, President by
Justine and Ron Fontes, The Declaration of Independence by Elaine Landau, Additional
works of literature, Handwriting Without Tears: Cursive Handwriting Teacher’s Guide
and Student Workbook, Handwriting Without Tears: Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide
and Student Workbook, Exercises in English: Student Edition, Primary Analogies,

Book 3, Wordly Wise 3000, Book B, Writing in Action, Vols. A and B, Test Ready Plus:
Reading, Test Ready: Reading Longer Passages, Test Ready Plus: Language Arts, White
dry-erase board, Items easily found in a typical home

ENGLISH &
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Language Arts 4

This is a comprehensive course covering composition, vocabulary, grammar, usage,

and mechanics, including sentence analysis and diagramming. Structured lessons on
spelling enable students to recognize base words and roots in related words. Lessons

are designed to develop comprehension, build vocabulary, and help students become
more independent readers. The emphasis is on classic literature. Students read works of
nonfiction, as well as four novels selected from a long list of classics.

A test preparation program prepares students for standardized tests.

Curriculum Items: Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 4A, Classics for Young Readers, Vol.
4B, Writing in Action, Vol. C, Writing in Action, Vol. D, Exercises in English, Millennium
ed. (Level D), New Voocabulary Workshop Workbook (Orange), Test Ready Plus:
Language Arts, Book 4, Test Ready Plus: Reading, Book 4, Robinson Crusoe by Daniel
Defoe (K? edition, retold for young readers), Feathers, Flippers and Fur, If You Lived in
the Days of the Knights by Ann McGovern, Nature’s Way, Pollyanna by Eleanor Porter
(K2 edition, abridged for young readers), Keyboarding CD, Word processing book, White
dry-erase board

Language Arts 5

This course provides structured lessons on composition, vocabulary, grammar,
usage, and mechanics. Through emphasis on spelling, students learn relationships
between sounds and spellings in words and affixes. Lessons are designed to develop
comprehension, build vocabulary, and help students become more independent and
thoughtful readers. Students practice writing as they write a memoir, an editorial,
aresearch paper, a business letter, and more. Students learn about parts of speech,
punctuation, and research skills. Students read works of nonfiction, as well as four
novels selected from a long list of classics.

Curriculum Items: Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 5A, Classics for Young Readers, Vol.
5B, American Lives & Legends, Exercises in English, Millennium ed. (Level E), Vocabulary
Workshop (Blue), Test Ready: Language Arts, Book 5, Test Ready: Reading Longer
Passages, Book 5, Paddle-to-the-Sea by Holling Clancy Holling, American Tall Tales by
Adrien Stoutenburg, Bard of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare by Diane Stanley
and Peter Vennema, Curious Creatures, Writing in Action, Vol. 5E, Writing in Action,

Vol. 5F, I Didn’t Know That!, Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes (K'? edition, retold for
young readers), Keyboarding CD, Word processing book, White dry-erase board

MARK?"* Reading I (Adaptive Remediation)

Mastery. Acceleration. Remediation. K. MARK™ courses are for students in the third
to fifth grades who are struggling readers. MARK'™ Reading | gives students who are
reading several grades below grade level the opportunity to master missed concepts

in a way that accelerates them through the remediation process by incorporating
adaptivity and online assessments. Students work independently and with a Learning
Coach to develop oral reading, comprehension, phonics, spelling, and fluency skills.
They also practice grammar, usage, mechanics, and composition. The engaging

course features new graphics, learning tools, and games; adaptive activities that help
struggling students master concepts and skills before moving on; and more support for
Learning Coaches to guide their students to success.



Curriculum Items: MARK™ Reading Lesson Guide, Vol. 1, MARK"” Reading Activity Book,
Vol. 1, MARK" Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 1, Just Write! Levels 1and 2, Online tile kit,
Pencils, Index cards, Markers

MARK?* Reading II (Adaptive Remediation)

Mastery. Acceleration. Remediation. K. MARK" courses are for students in the

third to fifth grades who are struggling readers. MARK"™ Reading Il gives students

who are reading two or more grades below grade level the opportunity to master
missed concepts in a way that accelerates them through the remediation process by
incorporating adaptivity and online assessments. Students work independently and with
a Learning Coach to develop oral reading, comprehension, phonics, spelling, and fluency
skills. They also practice grammar, usage, mechanics, and composition. The engaging
course features new graphics, learning tools, and games; adaptive activities that help
struggling students master concepts and skills before moving on; and more support for
Learning Coaches to guide their students to success.

Curriculum Items: MARK™ Reading Lesson Guide, Vol. 2, MARK” Reading Activity Book,
Vol. 2, MARK™ Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 2, Writing in Action, Level A, Online tile
kit, Pencils, Index cards, Markers

MARK?" Reading III (Adaptive Remediation)

Mastery. Acceleration. Remediation. K?. MARK™ courses are for students in the third

to fifth grades who are struggling readers. MARK™ Reading Ill gives students who are
reading approximately two grades below grade level the opportunity to master missed
concepts in a way that accelerates them through the remediation process by incorporating
adaptivity and online assessments. Students work independently and with a Learning
Coach to develop oral reading, comprehension, phonics, spelling, and fluency skills. They
also practice grammar, usage, mechanics, and composition. The engaging course features
new graphics, learning tools, and games; adaptive activities that help struggling students
master concepts and skills before moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to
guide their students to success.

Curriculum Items: MARK” Reading Lesson Guide, Vol. 3, MARK"” Reading Activity Book,
Vol. 3, MARK™ Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 3, Writing in Action, Level B, Online tile
kit, Pencils, Index cards, Markers

Math’ K (Blue)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and
games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills before
moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students to success.
This course introduces kindergarten students to numbers through 30. Students learn
through reading, writing, counting, comparing, ordering, adding, and subtracting. They
experience problem solving and encounter early concepts in place value, time, length,
weight, and capacity. They learn to gather and display simple data. Students also study
two- and three-dimensional figures—they identify, sort, study patterns, and relate
mathematical figures to objects within their environment.

Curriculum Items: Activity book, Custom K™ block set, Lesson guide book, Items easily
found in a typical home
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Math' 1 (Green)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and
games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills
before moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students

to success. This course for students in grade 1 extends their work with place value to
numbers through 100, emphasizing fluency of addition and subtraction facts, and
focusing on number sentences and problem solving with addition and subtraction.
Students begin work with money, telling time, ordering events, and measuring length,
weight, and capacity with non-standard units. Students identify attributes of geometric
figures and also extend their work with patterns and data, including representing and
comparing data.

Curriculum Items: Activity book, Custom K'? block set, Lesson guide book, Base-10
blocks set, Place-value mat, Items easily found in a typical home

Math' 2 (Orange)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and
games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills before
moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students to success.
This course for students in grade 2 focuses primarily on number concepts, place value,
and addition and subtraction of numbers through 1,000. Special emphasis is given to
problem solving, inverse operations, properties of operations, decomposition of numbers,
and mental math. Students study money, time, and measurement; geometric figures;
analyzing and displaying data with new representations; and determining the range and
mode of data. Early concepts about multiplication, division, and fractions are introduced.

Curriculum Items: Activity book, Custom K" block set, Lesson guide book, Base-10
blocks set, Place-value mat, Items easily found in a typical home

Math* 3 (Purple)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and
games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills before
moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students to success.
This course for students in grade 3 provides a quick overview of whole number addition
and subtraction, but has a greater focus on whole number multiplication and division,
encompassing early algebraic thinking. Decimals are studied in relationship to place value
and money, and fractions are addressed through multiple representations and probability.
Students are introduced to specific methods and strategies to help them become more
effective problem solvers. Geometry and measurement are addressed through the study
of two- and three-dimensional shapes, early work with perimeter, area, and volume, and
applying measuring techniques to time, length, capacity, and weight.

Curriculum Items: Textbook, Custom K™ block set, Lesson guide book, Base-10 blocks
set, Place-value mat, Items easily found in a typical home

Math' 4 (Red)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and



games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills
before moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students to
success. This course for students in grade 4 moves into applications and properties

of operations. Students work with simple fraction and decimal operations, which are
applied in the study of measurement, probability, and data, and mathematical reasoning
techniques. Students begin the study of equivalencies between fractions and decimals
on the number line and early work with integers. Algebraic thinking is developed as
students work with variables, coordinate graphing, and formulas in problems involving
perimeter, area, and rate. Geometry is extended into greater classification of shapes and
work with lines, angles, and rotations.

Curriculum Items: Textbook, Color tiles set, Lesson guide book, Protractor, Items easily
found in a typical home

Math* 5 (Yellow)

This research-based course focuses on computational fluency, conceptual understanding,
and problem solving. The engaging course features new graphics, learning tools, and
games; adaptive activities that help struggling students master concepts and skills
before moving on; and more support for Learning Coaches to guide their students

to success. This course for students in grade 5 investigates whole numbers through
practical situations in rounding, exponents and powers, and elementary number theory.
Students begin addition and subtraction of integers and apply all of their work with
rational numbers to problem solving experiences. The study of algebra includes work
with variables, solving equations and inequalities, using formulas within geometry

and measurement, and work within the coordinate system. The study of geometry
encompasses properties of lines, angles, two- and three-dimensional figures, and
formal constructions and transformations.

Curriculum Items: Textbook, Lesson guide book, Protractor, Items easily found in a
typical home

Science K

Kindergarten students begin to develop observation skills as they learn about the five
senses, the Earth’s composition, and the basic needs of plants and animals. Students
will also explore topics such as measurement (size, height, length, weight, capacity, and
temperature), matter (solid, liquid, and gas), the seasonal cycle, our Earth (geography,
taking care of the Earth), motion (pushes and pulls, magnets), and astronomy (the
Earth, Sun, Moon, and stars; exploring space; astronauts Neil Armstrong and Sally Ride).

Curriculum Items: Plastic pipette, Safety glasses, Basic thermometer, Bar magnets
(pair), Magnifying glass, Mirror, Inflatable globe, Animals in Winter by Henrietta
Bancroft and Richard G. Van Gelder, My Five Senses by Aliki, The Big Dipper by Franklyn
Branley, What’s Alive? by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld

SCIENCE

Science 1

Students learn to perform experiments, record observations, and understand how
scientists see the natural world. They germinate seeds to observe plant growth, and
make a weather vane. Students will also explore topics such as matter (states of matter,
mixtures, and solutions), weather (cloud formation, the water cycle), animal classification




SCIENCE
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and adaptation (insects, amphibians, birds, and mammals), habitats (forests, deserts,
rain forests), the oceans (waves and currents, coasts, coral reefs), light (how it travels,
reflections, and inventor Thomas Edison), plants (germination, functions of roots, stems),
and the human body.

Curriculum Iltems: Bean seeds, Grass seeds, Directional compass, Graduated cylinder,
100 mL, Basic thermometer, Plastic pipette, Safety goggles, Magnifying glass, Bar
magnets (pair), Mirror, Feathers, Centimeter gram cubes, Primary balance, Iron
fillings, Styrofoam ball (2”7 diameter), Mylar paper, silver, Inflatable globe, An Octopus
Is Amazing by Patricia Lauber, Down Comes the Rain by Franklyn Branley, Flash, Crash,
Rumble, and Roll by Franklyn Branley, What Color Is Camouflage? by Carolyn Otto,
What Is the World Made Of? by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld

Science 2

Students perform experiments to develop skills of observation and analysis and learn
how scientists understand our world. They demonstrate how pulleys lift heavy objects,
make a temporary magnet and test its strength, and analyze the parts of a flower.
Students will explore topics such as the metric system (liters and kilograms), force
(motion and simple machines, physicist Isaac Newton), magnetism (magnetic poles
and fields, how a compass works), sound (how sounds are made, inventor Alexander
Graham Bell), the human body (cells, the digestive system), and geology (layers of the
earth, kinds of rocks, weathering).

Curriculum Items: Bean seeds, Grass seeds, Directional compass, Graduated cylinder,
100 mL, Primary rock and mineral kit, Basic thermometer, Plastic pipette, Safety
goggles, Magnifying glass, Centimeter gram cubes, Primary balance, Iron filings,

Bar magnets, Latch magnet, Ring magnet, Horseshoe magnet, 10 Newton spring
scale, Pulley, Unmarked thermometer, Fossils Tell of Long Ago by Aliki, Let’s Go Rock
Collecting by Roma Gans, What Happens to a Hamburger? by Paul Showers, What
Makes a Magnet? by Franklyn Branley, Why Frogs Are Wet by Judy Hawes

Science 3

Students learn to observe and analyze through hands-on experiments and gain further
insight into how scientists understand our world. They observe and chart the phases of
the moon, determine the properties of insulators and conductors, and make a three-
dimensional model of a bone. Students will explore topics such as weather (air pressure,
precipitation, clouds, humidity, fronts, and forecasting), vertebrates (features of fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals), ecosystems (climate zones, tundra, forests,
desert, grasslands, freshwater, and marine ecosystems), matter (phase changes,
volume, mass, atoms), the human body, energy, light, and astronomy.

Curriculum ltems: A Walk in the Boreal Forest: Biomes of North America Series, A

Walk in the Desert: Biomes of North America Series, A Walk in the Rainforest: Biomes
of North America Series, A Walk in the Tundra: Biomes of North America Series, A

Walk in the Deciduous Forest: Biomes of North America Series, A Walk in the Prairie:
Biomes of North America Series, Sunshine Makes the Seasons by Franklyn Branley, The
Moon Seems to Change by Franklyn Branley, Graduated cylinder, 100 mL, Directional
compass, Safety goggles, Magnifying glass, Advanced thermometer, Clay (four colors),
Modeling clay, Directional compass



SCIENCE

Science 4

Students develop scientific reasoning and perform hands-on experiments in Earth, life,
and physical sciences. They construct an electromagnet, identify minerals according
to their properties, use chromatography to separate liquids, and assemble food webs.
Students will explore topics such as the interdependence of life; plant and animal
interactions; chemistry; forces and fluids; the human body; the nervous system;
invertebrates; electricity and magnetism; rocks and minerals; weathering, erosion, and
deposition; the fossil record and the history of life; and the Paleozoic, Mesozoic, and
Cenozoic eras.

Curriculum Items: Bar magnets (pair), Safety goggles, Graduated cylinder, 100 mL,
Lamp bulb receptacles, Lamp bulbs, Magnifying glass, Intermediate rock and mineral
kit, Advanced thermometer, Invertebrates, The History of Life Through Fossils (Lickle
Publishing, Clay (four colors), Bare copper wire, Gravel, Adding machine paper, Pipe
cleaners, Sand, Seashell, White tile, Plastic aquarium tubing

Science 5

Students perform experiments, develop scientific reasoning, and recognize science in
the world around them. They build a model of a watershed, test how cell membranes
function, track a hurricane, and analyze the effects of gravity. Students will explore
topics such as water resources (aquifers, watersheds, and wetlands), the oceans
(currents, waves, tides, the ocean floor), Earth’s atmosphere (weather patterns, maps,
forecasts, fronts), motion and forces (pushes or pulls, position and speed, gravity),
chemistry (structure of atoms, elements and compounds), cells and cell processes,
taxonomy of plants and animals, and animal physiology.

Curriculum Items: Alum, Test tube, Safety goggles, Graduated cylinder, 100 mL, Litmus
paper, 30 Newton spring scale, Advanced thermometer, How Bodies Work, Classifying
Life, Marble in bag, Clay (four colors), Potting soil, Coarse gravel, Pea gravel, Coarse
sand, Fine sand, Plastic box, Tagboard

History K

This beginning course teaches the basics of world geography through a storybook
tour of the seven continents, and provides an introduction to American history and
civics through a series of biographies of famous Americans. Supplementary lessons
introduce students to symbols that represent American freedom; the laws, rights, and
responsibilities of citizens; the cultures and traditions of the United States; and basic
economic concepts.

Curriculum Iltems: U.S./world map (K-2), Inflatable globe (K-2), Let’s Journey: Around
the World CD, Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema, Follow the Drinking
Gourd by Jeannette Winter, Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans, Possum Magic by Mem

Fox, Rechenka’s Eggs by Patricia Polacco, The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry, The HISTORY &
Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson, The Story About Ping by Marjorie

Flack and Kurt Wiese, When Clay Sings by Byrd Baylor SOCIAL SCIENCES

History 1

History 1kicks off a program that, spanning the elementary grades, provides an overview
of world geography and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course takes
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students through the age of classical civilizations. Supplementary lessons focus on
concepts in economics and citizenship.

Curriculum ltems: U.S./world map (K-2), Inflatable globe (K-2), CD: Tales from the Old
Testament by Jim Weiss, CD: Greek Myths by Jim Weiss, Mummies by Joyce Milton, The
Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo, Tut’s Mummy: Lost and Found by Judy Donnelly,
The Trojan Horse by Emily Little

History 2

History 2 continues a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world
geography and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on
the time from ancient Rome to the later Middle Ages. Supplementary lessons focus on
concepts in economics and citizenship.

Curriculum Items: U.S./world map (K-2), Inflatable globe (K-2), Knights in Shining
Armor by Gail Gibbons, Pompeii ...Buried Alive by Edith Kunhardt, Saint Valentine by
Robert Sabuda, The Hundredth Name by Shulamith Levey Oppenheim, Saint George
and the Dragon by Margaret Hodges, Sundiata: Lion King of Mali by David Wisniewski

History 3

History 3 continues a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world
geography and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on
the period from the Renaissance through the American Revolution. Supplementary
lessons focus on concepts in economics and citizenship.

Curriculum Items: Michelangelo by Mike Venezia, America 1492 (“Kids Discover”
Magazine), The Revolutionary War by Brendan January (Children’s Press, 2000),
Understanding Geography Level 3— Map Skills and Our World (maps.com, 2006),
Inflatable globe (3-6), U.S./world map (3-5)

History 4

History 4 concludes a program that spans the elementary grades, exploring world
geography and history from the Stone Age to the Space Age. This course focuses on the
period from the Scientific Revolution to modern times. Supplementary lessons focus on
concepts in economics and citizenship.

Curriculum Items: Understanding Geography Level 4—Map Skills and Our World (maps.
com, 2006), Inflatable globe (3-6), U.S./world map (3-5), Charles Dickens: The Man
Who Had Great Expectations by Diane Stanley and Peter Vennema, Inventors: A Library
of Congress Book by Martin Sandler, The U.S. Constitution and You by Syl Sobel

American History A

The first half of a detailed two-year survey of the history of the United States, this course
takes students from the arrival of the first people in North America through the Civil

War and Reconstruction. Lessons integrate topics in geography, civics, and economics.
Building on the award-winning series A History of US, the course guides students
through critical episodes in the story of America. Students investigate Native American
civilizations; follow the path of European exploration and colonization; assess the causes
and consequences of the American Revolution; examine the Constitution and the growth
of the new nation; and analyze what led to the Civil War and its aftermath.



Curriculum ltems: U.S./world map (3-5), Map Skills and Our World, Level 5, A History of
US: The Concise School Edition by Joy Hakim (Vol. A: Prehistory to 1800, and Vol. B: 17790
t0 1877)

ArtK

Students are introduced to the elements of art—line, shape, color, and more.

They learn about portraits and landscapes, and realistic and abstract art. Students
will learn about important paintings, sculpture, and architecture; study the works and
lives of artists such as Matisse, Mir6, Rembrandt, Hiroshige, Cézanne, Picasso, and Faith
Ringgold; and create artworks similar to works they learn about, using many materials
and techniques. For example, students will create brightly colored paintings inspired
by Matisse and make mobiles inspired by Alexander Calder.

Curriculum ltems: Come Look with Me: Enjoying Art with Children by Gladys S. Blizzard,
Come Look with Me: Animals in Art by Gladys S. Blizzard, Art Print Kit, Kindergarten,
Paintbrush, tempera, flat bristle #1, Paintbrush, tempera, medium #4, Paintbrush,
tempera, large #8, Modeling clay, assorted colors, Tempera paint set, Qil pastels

Art1

Following the timeline of K™ History, Art 1lessons include an introduction to the art and
architecture of different cultures, such as Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt, Greece, and
China. Students will identify landscapes, still lifes, and portraits; study elements of art,
such as line, shape, and texture; and create art similar to the works they learn about,
using many materials and techniques. For example, inspired by Vincent van Gogh’s
The Starry Night, students paint their own starry landscape using bold brushstrokes,
and make clay sculptures inspired by a bust of Queen Nefertiti and the Great Sphinx.

Curriculum ltems: Come Look with Me: Exploring Landscape Art with Children by Gladys
S. Blizzard, Come Look with Me: World of Play by Gladys S. Blizzard, Art Print Kit, Grade
1, Paintbrush, tempera, flat bristle #1, Paintbrush, tempera, medium #4, Paintbrush,
tempera, large #8, Modeling clay, assorted colors, Tempera paint set, Qil pastels

Art2

Art 2 lessons include an introduction to the art and architecture of ancient Rome,
medieval Europe, Islam, Mexico, Africa, China, and Japan. Students will examine elements
of art and principles of design, such as line, shape, pattern, and more; study and create
self-portraits, landscapes, sculptures, and more; and create artworks similar to works
they learn about, using many materials and techniques. For example, after studying
Winslow Homer’s Snap the Whip, students paint their own narrative landscape, and
design stained glass windows inspired by the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.

Curriculum ltems: How Artists See Play by Colleen Carroll, How Artists See Animals by
Colleen Carroll, Art Print Kit, Grade 2, Paintbrush, tempera, flat bristle #1, Paintbrush,
tempera, medium #4, Paintbrush, tempera, large #8, Modeling clay, assorted colors,
Tempera paint set, Oil pastels

Art 3

Following the timeline of K™ History, Art 3 lessons include an introduction to the
art and architecture of the Renaissance throughout Europe, including Italy, Russia,
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and northern Europe. Students also investigate artworks from Asia, Africa, and the
Americas created during the same time period. Students will extend their knowledge
of elements of art and principles of design, such as form, texture, and symmetry, and
draw, paint, and sculpt a variety of works, including self-portraits, landscapes, and
still life paintings. For example, after studying da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, students will use
shading in their own drawings and make prints showing the features and symmetry
of the Taj Mahal.

Curriculum Iltems: How Artists See Families by Colleen Carroll, How Artists See Work

by Colleen Carroll, Art Print Kit, Grade 3, Paintbrush, tempera, flat bristle #1, Paintbrush,
tempera, small #1, Paintbrush, tempera, medium #4, Paintbrush, tempera, large #8,
Modeling clay, assorted colors, Tempera paint set, Qil pastels

Art 4

Lessons include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of art and
architecture from the French and American revolutions through modern times.
Students will study and create artworks in various media, including portraits, quilts,
sculpture, collages, and more; investigate the art of the United States, Europe, Japan,
Mexico, and Africa; learn about Impressionism, Cubism, Art Nouveau, and Regionalism;
and create artworks inspired by works they learn about, using many materials and
techniques. For example, after studying sculptures and paintings of ballerinas by Edgar
Degas, students create their own clay sculptures of a figure in motion.

Curriculum ltems: Come Look at Me: The Artist at Work by R. Sarah Richardson, Come
Look at Me: Exploring Modern Art by Jessica Noelani Wright, Art Print Kit, Grade 4,
Paintbrush, tempera, flat bristle #1, Paintbrush, tempera, small #1, Paintbrush, tempera,
medium #4, Paintbrush, tempera, large #8, Tempera paint set, Burlap

Intermediate Art: American A

Intermediate Art: American A includes an introduction to the artists, cultures, and
great works of art and architecture of North America, from pre-Columbian times
through 1877. Students will study and create various works, both realistic and abstract,
including sketches, masks, architectural models, prints, and paintings; investigate the
art of the American Indians, and Colonial and Federal America; and create artworks
inspired by works they learn about, using many materials and techniques. For example,
after studying John James Audubon’s extraordinary paintings of birds, students make
bird paintings with realistic color and texture.

Curriculum Iltems: Come Look With Me: Art in Early America by Randy Osofsky, Come
Look With Me: Exploring American Indian Art by Stephanie Salomon, Art Print Kit,
Intermediate Art: American A, Paintbrush, tempera, small #1, Paintbrush, tempera,
medium #4, Paintbrush, tempera, large #8, White self-hardening clay, Tempera paint
set, Acrylic paint set, Burlap, Oil pastels

Preparatory Music

Kindergarten students learn about music through lively activities, including listening,
singing, and moving. Through games and folk songs from diverse cultures, students learn
musical concepts such as high and low, or loud and soft. Creative movement activities
help students enjoy the music of composers such as Grieg and Haydn. Students will sing



along with folk songs, practice moving to music, and listen actively to different kinds of
music. They will also understand concepts such as high and low, fast and slow, long and
short, loud and soft, as well as identify and contrast beat and rhythm.

Curriculum Items: Let’s Learn Music—Vol. K (DVD), Let’s Listen—Vol. K(CD), Let’s
Sing—Vol. K (CD), Let’s Sing—Vol. K (songbook), Tambourine, Slide whistle

Beginning 1 Music

This course is for students in grade 1, or students in grade 2 who are new to the K'? Music
program. In this course, traditional games and folk songs from many cultures help students
begin to read and write simple melodic and rhythmic patterns. Students are introduced

to the instruments of the orchestra through Prokofiev’s classic Peter and the Wolf. They
explore how music tells stories in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice and are introduced to opera
through a lively unit on Mozart’s Magic Flute. Students sing along with folk songs, practice
moving to music, and listen actively to different kinds of music.

Curriculum Items: Let’s Learn Music—Vol. 1(DVD), Let’s Listen—Vol. 1(CD), Let’s
Sing—Vol. 1(CD), Let’s Sing—Vol. 1 (songbook), Let’s Learn Rhythm (CD), Tambourine,
Slide whistle

Beginning 2 Music

This course is for students in grade 2 or 3 who have completed Beginning 1 Music.
Through traditional folk songs and games, students learn to read more complicated
melodic patterns and rhythms. As students listen to works by great composers, such

as Vivaldi and Saint-Saéns, they learn to recognize these patterns in the music. Students
will sing along with folk songs; read and write music; learn to recognize melody in three-
and four-note patterns; identify rhythms in music using half notes; become familiar with
string and percussion instruments of the orchestra; recognize duple and triple meter;
and begin to understand standard musical notation.

Curriculum Items: Let’s Learn Music—Vol. 2 (DVD), Let’s Listen—Vol. 2 (CD), Let’s Sing—
Vol. 2 (CD), Let’s Sing—Vol. 2 (songbook)

Introduction to Music

Introduction to Music is for students in grade 3 or 4 who are new to K?and just
beginning their study of music. Students learn to recognize and write melodic and
rhythmic patterns with four elements, and they practice recognizing these patterns

in the music of great composers, such as Beethoven and Brahms. Students become
familiar with instruments of the orchestra as they listen to music composed by Vivaldi,
Saint-Saéns, Holst, and others. Students will read and write music; learn to recognize
melody in two-, three-, and four-note patterns; and identify rhythms in music using
eighth, quarter, half notes, and rests.

Curriculum Items: Let’s Learn Music—Vol. 2 (DVD), Let’s Listen—Vol. 2 (CD), Let’s Sing—
Vol. 2 (CD), Let’s Sing—Vol. 2 (songbook), Tambourine, Slide whistle

Intermediate 1 Music

This course is for students in grade 3 or 4 who have completed Beginning 1and 2 Music,
or students in grade 4 or 5 who have completed Introduction to Music. Through traditional
folk songs, games, and the consistent use of solfege, students learn to read and write a
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variety of musical patterns and recognize the pentatonic scale. They learn to play simple
melodies and rhythms on the recorder, and also learn fundamental concepts in breathing
and singing. They become more familiar with the orchestra, especially the woodwind
and brass families, and learn about the lives and works of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
and Beethoven. Students will learn to recognize melody in four- and five-note patterns;
identify rhythms in music using sixteenths, dotted half notes, and whole notes; and
recognize AB and ABA form.

Curriculum ltems: Let’s Learn the Recorder (DVD), Let’s Sing—Vol. 3 (CD), Let’s Listen—
Vol. 3 (CD), Let’s Sing—Vol. 3 (songbook), Recorder

Intermediate 2 Music

This course is for students in grade 4 or 5 who have completed Intermediate 1T Music.
The course begins by introducing notes that are lower or higher than the familiar lines
and spaces of the staff. Students expand their knowledge of rhythm and learn about
the Romantic period in music. Students also study harmony and practice recognizing
pentatonic patterns. Finally, they take a musical trip through Europe, Africa, the Middle
East, the Caribbean, Japan, and China.

Curriculum ltems: Let’s Sing—Vol. 4 (CD), Let’s Listen—Vol. 4 (CD), Let’s Sing—
Vol. 4 (songbook)

Intermediate 3 Music

This course is for students in grade 5 who have completed Intermediate 2 Music.

The course introduces students to all the notes of the major scale, from low Sol all

the way up to high Do. Students also learn to recognize and sing the natural minor
scale. They expand their knowledge of rhythm with simple syncopated patterns.

This semester introduces the Modern period in music, with listening activities to help
students recognize Modern music and identify pieces by individual composers. Near
the end of the year, students explore American folk music as they follow the expansion
of the country westward. Finally, they learn to recognize the major forms of classical
music: three-part song form, theme and variations, rondo, sonata allegro, and fugue.

Curriculum Item: Let’s Listen—Vol. 5 (CD)

Exploring Music

This course is for students in grade 5 who are new to the K Music program. This course
presents the basics of traditional music appreciation through singing and the study of
music in history and culture. Students begin by studying some of the most important
classical composers, and then study traditional music from around the country and around
the world. Finally, they learn how to follow the form of a piece of music.

Curriculum Items: Let’s Listen and Learn—A and B (CDs), Let’s Sing for Fun (CD), Let’s
Sing for Fun (songbook)

Elementary Spanish 1

This course for beginners with little exposure to world languages is geared for younger
minds, still especially receptive to language learning through contextual interpretation
and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and activities are geared for these



WORLD
Qevelgp|ng students, encouraging them to begin t.ellmg stories themselves. ThIS course LANGUAGES
is not just a set of language lessons, but an appealing adventure for young minds. An
integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, songs, por favor

and gracias, and other expressions of daily courtesy, simple storytelling, and free-
response questions. Vocabulary starts with numbers 1-10, animals, and shapes, and
moves into days of the week, seasons, colors, fruits and vegetables, simple directions,
and useful “around town” expressions. Grammar moves from simple sentence
construction, first- and third-person verbs, and indefinite articles to demonstrative
pronouns, simple conjunctions, simple possession, and ser and estar. Students also
begin to encounter the third-person past tense, imperative verbs, and second-person
present-tense verbs.

Cultural topics introduce the geography and customs of Spanish-speaking countries.

Elementary Spanish 2

The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic
structures introduced in Elementary Spanish 1. Interactive activities and increasingly
challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate
language skills. Anintegrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and
eager to progress.

Communication expressions include social exchanges, more complex storytelling, songs,
recipes, word puzzles, and interrogative words. Vocabulary includes advanced family-
and animal-related words and a review of numbers. Poems, stories, and songs are used
throughout. Grammar moves from negative and reflexive verbs and third-person plural
present verbs to noun-adjective agreement, first-person past-tense verbs, and the plural
imperative. Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history.

Prerequisites: Elementary Spanish 1, or equivalent

Elementary French 1

This course for beginners with little exposure to world languages is geared for younger
minds, still especially receptive to language learning through contextual interpretation
and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and activities are geared for these
developing students, encouraging them to begin telling stories themselves. This course
is not just a set of language lessons but an appealing adventure for young minds. An
integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, oui and non, s’il vous plait
and merci, and other familiar phrases, songs, simple storytelling, and description activities.
Vocabulary starts with animals, shapes, and colors and moves to fruits, farm-related words,
body parts, family words, and numbers. Grammar topics include simple nouns, first-,
second-, and third-person present-tense verbs for simple questions, basic third-person
past-tense verbs, interrogative words, simple conjunctions, articles, prepositions, and
introductory imperative and infinitive verb forms. Cultural topics introduce the geographies
and customs of French-speaking countries.
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Elementary French 2

The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic
structures introduced in Elementary French 1. Interactive activities and increasingly
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challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate
language skills. An integrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and
eager to progress.

Communication expressions include a wider array of social greetings and more complex
storytelling and songs. Vocabulary expands with more terms related to animals, body
parts, colors, familial relationships, and numbers. Grammar moves from second- and
third-person plural present-tense forms, prepositional phrases, and more first- and third-
person present-tense forms to additional conjunctions, reflexive verbs, imperatives, and
past-tense forms.

Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history.

Prerequisites: Elementary French 1, or equivalent

Elementary German 1

This course for beginners with little exposure to world languages is geared for younger
minds still especially receptive to language learning through contextual interpretation
and imitation. Highly visual and amusing stories and activities are geared for these
developing students, encouraging them to begin telling stories themselves. This course
is not just a set of language lessons, but an appealing adventure for young minds, rich
with graphics, games, and engaging interactive activities. An integrated, game-based
reward system keeps learners motivated and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, ja and nein, danke and
bitte and other familiar phrases, songs, simple storytelling, and description activities.
Vocabulary starts with animals, body parts, numbers, shapes, small objects, and colors,
before moving on to food, farm-related words, useful “around town” expressions,

and household terminology. Grammar starts with simple nouns, first-, second-, and
third-person present-tense verbs, direct and indirect articles, the conjunction und, the
pluralization of nouns, third-person plural present-tense verbs, third-person past-tense
verbs, simple prepositions, and expressions conveying “there is,”
and “will be.”
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there are,” “isn’t,”

Cultural topics introduce the geographies and customs of German-speaking countries,
with a special focus on German-speaking Switzerland.

Elementary German 2

The adventure story continues to build upon the base of vocabulary and linguistic
structures introduced in Elementary German 1. Interactive activities and increasingly
challenging games continue to drive students toward a strong set of intermediate
language skills. Anintegrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated
and eager to progress.

Communication expressions include a wider array of social greetings, introductions,
simple commands, suggestions, questions, German folk songs, and enhanced
storytelling. Vocabulary expands in the domains of animals, body parts, numbers,
shapes, small objects, familial relationships, food, cooking, and new words useful for
telling stories such as “The Three Little Pigs” and “Chicken Little” in German.

Grammar adds more third-person present-tense verbs, direct and indirect articles, and
the conjunction aber, and progresses toward new third-person plural present-tense



forms, third-person past-tense verbs, additional prepositions, and expressions conveying
“very.” Students are also exposed to the simple future tense in the third person.

Cultural topics include cuisine, climate, geography, and history.

Prerequisites: Elementary German 1, or equivalent

Elementary Latin 1

Latin remains a vital tool in improving students’ fundamental understanding of English
and other languages. While it’s considered, in the strictest sense, to be a “dead”
language, Latin comes alive in this course through the use of gaming and multimedia
techniques, creating the foundation for a deep understanding of cultural, political, and
literary history. Anintegrated, game-based reward system keeps learners motivated and
eager to progress.

Communication expressions include greetings, introductions, familiar phrases,
relationships, cause and effect, likes and dislikes, and questions. Vocabulary progresses
from animals, body parts, family relationships, colors, food, plants, and numbers to
small objects, shapes, and household words. Grammar begins with simple sentence
construction, first- and third-person verbs, demonstrative pronouns, conjunctions, and
simple possession, before moving on to basic third-person past-tense and imperative
forms, as well as certain second-person present-tense forms.

Cultural topics introduce the history of the Latin language, and daily practices as well as
military, political, and artistic aspects of the Roman Empire.

WORLD
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Introduction to Online Learning

Families begin the school year with one of two Introduction to Online Learning courses
targeted to grades K-2 or 3-5. The courses provide an overview of each curriculum
area so students and Learning Coaches can familiarize themselves with the philosophy
behind the curriculum methodology and overall course organization. The lessons are
interactive and include actual animations or graphics that are used in the courses
themselves. By the end of the course, students will be fully prepared to begin their K2
lessons in the online school.
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Intermediate English A

This course is designed to give students the essential building blocks for expressing their
own ideas in standard (or formal) English. After an opening focus on paragraph writing,
students write a variety of compositions in genres they will encounter throughout their
academic careers. The Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics program offers practice in
sentence analysis, sentence structure, and proper punctuation. Intermediate English A
sharpens reading comprehension skills, engages readers in literary analysis, and offers

a variety of literature to suit diverse tastes.

Curriculum Items: Myths of Ancient Greece and Rome (an anthology from K'2),

The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson Burnett, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by
Mark Twain, Animal Adventures (nonfiction collection), Believing Our Eyes and Ears
(nonfiction collection), Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 6 CD, Classics for Young Readers,
Vol. 6: An Audio Companion, Twelfth Night (Shakespeare for Young Readers adaptation),
Keyboarding CD, Word processing book, BK English Language Handbook, Grade 6
Barrett Kendall Publishing, Vocabulary

Novels: Students read any three novels of their choice from a selection of award-
winning works by renowned authors, from a variety of genres: fantasy, science fiction,
historical fiction, realistic fiction, and mystery. (Novels are not part of the standard
materials, but are readily available at the library or for purchase in bookstores or online.)

Intermediate English B

This course continues the development of written and oral communication skills, designed
to give students the essential building blocks for expressing their own ideas in standard
(or formal) English. Students continue to practice writing essays in various genres. They
analyze the conventional five-paragraph essay structure, and then move on to learn the
form and structure of a variety of essays they will encounter in their academic careers.
The Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics program addresses many grammatical topics.
Intermediate English B sharpens reading comprehension skills, engages readers in literary
analysis, and offers a variety of literature to suit diverse tastes.

Curriculum Items: Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 7, Classics for Young Readers,

Vol. 7: An Audio Companion, BK English Language Handbook, Grade 7 Barrett Kendall
Publishing, Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book B Educator’s Publishing Service, The
lliad and The Odyssey: Stories from Homer’s Epics (an anthology from K'2), The Hobbit
by J.R.R. Tolkien, Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson, City by David Macaulay,
Julius Caesar (Shakespeare for Young Readers adaptation), Keyboarding CD, Word
processing book

Novels: This program allows students to read any three novels of their choice from

a selection of award-winning works by renowned authors, from a variety of genres:
fantasy, science fiction, historical fiction, realistic fiction, and mystery. (Novels are not
part of the standard materials, but are readily available at the library or for purchase in
bookstores or online.)

Literary Analysis and Composition

Throughout this course, students will engage in literary analysis of short stories, poetry,
drama, novels, and nonfiction. The course focuses on the interpretation of literary works
and the development of oral and written communication skills in standard (formal)
English. The program is organized in four strands: Literature; Composition; Grammar,
Usage, and Mechanics; and Vocabulary. In the writing program, students continue



to sharpen their composition skills through writing essays in various genres. In the
literature program, students read “what’s between the lines” to interpret literature, and
they go beyond the book to discover how the culture in which a work of literature was
created contributes to the themes and ideas it conveys.

Readings include:

Novels: Students choose four out of seven offered titles, including: Jane Eyre by
Charlotte Bronté, Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, Animal Farm by George
Orwell, and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee,

Drama: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare, Antigone by Sophocles,

Short stories by Langston Hughes, Shirley Jackson, Jack London, Guy de Maupassant,
Edgar Allan Poe, James Thurber, and more,,

Poetry by W. H. Auden, Gwendolyn Brooks, e. e. cummings, Emily Dickinson, Robert
Frost, Gerard Manley Hopkins, James Weldon Johnson, John Keats, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, Pablo Neruda, Octavio Paz, William Shakespeare, Dylan Thomas, William
Butler Yeats, and more

Autobiography: Selections by Mark Twain, Ernesto Galarza, and Maya Angelovu;
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass or Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl

Curriculum Items: Classics for Young Readers, Vol. 8, Classics for Young Readers,
Vol. 8 An Audio Companion, BK English Language Handbook, Level 1 Barrett Kendall
Publishing, Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book C Educators’ Publishing Service,
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass, Anne Frank: Diary
of a Young Girl by Anne Frank, Romeo and Juliet (new version)

ENGLISH &
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Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra

Students enhance computational and problem-solving skills while learning topics in
algebra, geometry, probability, and statistics. They solve expressions and equations
in the context of perimeter, area, and volume problems while further developing
computational skills with fractions and decimals. The study of plane and solid figures
includes construction and transformations of figures. Also in the context of problem
solving, students add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and negative integers
and solve problems involving ratios, proportions, and percents, including simple
and compound interest, rates, discount, tax, and tip problems. They learn multiple
representations for communicating information, such as graphs on the coordinate
plane, statistical data and displays, as well as the results of probability and sampling
experiments. They investigate patterns involving addition, multiplication, and
exponents, and apply number theory and computation to mathematical puzzles.

Curriculum Items: Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra: A Reference Guide and
Problem Sets

Pre-Algebra

In this course, students take a broader look at computational and problem-solving skills
while learning the language of algebra. Students translate word phrases and sentences
into mathematical expressions; analyze geometric figures; solve problems involving

percentages, ratios, and proportions; graph different kinds of equations and inequalities;

calculate statistical measures and probabilities; apply the Pythagorean theorem; and
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explain strategies for solving real-world problems. Students who take this course are
expected to have mastered the skills and concepts of the K? Fundamentals of Geometry
and Algebra course (or equivalent).

Curriculum Items: Pre-Algebra: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Algebra

Students develop algebraic fluency by learning the skills needed to solve equations and
perform manipulations with numbers, variables, equations, and inequalities.

They also learn concepts central to the abstraction and generalization that algebra
makes possible. Students learn to use number properties to simplify expressions or
justify statements; describe sets with set notation and find the union and intersection

of sets; simplify and evaluate expressions involving variables, fractions, exponents, and
radicals; work with integers, rational numbers, and irrational numbers; and graph and
solve equations, inequalities, and systems of equations. They learn to determine whether
arelation is a function and how to describe its domain and range; use factoring, formulas,
and other techniques to solve quadratic and other polynomial equations; formulate and
evaluate valid mathematical arguments using various types of reasoning; and translate
word problems into mathematical equations and then use the equations to solve the
original problems. Students who take Algebra are expected to have mastered the skills
and concepts presented in the K'? Pre-Algebra course (or equivalent).

Curriculum Items:, Algebra I: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Earth Science

The Earth Science curriculum builds on the natural curiosity of students. By connecting
them to the beauty of geological history, the amazing landforms around the globe,
the nature of the sea and air, and the newest discoveries about our universe, the
curriculum gives students an opportunity to relate to their everyday world. Students will
explore topics such as the fundamentals of geology, oceanography, meteorology, and
astronomy; Earth’s minerals and rocks; Earth’s interior; plate tectonics, earthquakes,
volcanoes, and the movements of continents; geology and the fossil record; the oceans
and the atmosphere; and the solar system and the universe.

Curriculum Items: Wall map set (science/history), Graduated cylinder, 100 mL,
Graduated cylinder, 500 mL, Pipe cleaners, Advanced rock and mineral kit, Diffraction
grating film, Stopwatch, Grape seeds, Latch magnet, Safety glasses, Magnifying
glass, Centimeter gram cubes, Clay (four colors), Fine sand, White tile, Advanced
thermometer

Advanced Earth Science

Advanced Earth Science is a rigorous middle school course. It was conceived for the
student who loves geology or meteorology and is ready for an extra challenge. Students
tackle such topics as rocks and minerals, plate tectonics and the drifting of continents,
volcanoes, earthquakes, oceanography, weather, and astronomy. Practical, hands-on
lesson activities help students discover how scientists investigate the living world.
Students perform laboratory activities and a full unit investigation to learn about the
application of scientific methods.



Curriculum Items: Wall map set (science/history), Graduated cylinder, 250 mL, Pipe
cleaners, Advanced rock and mineral kit, Diffraction grating film, Stopwatch, Latch
magnet, Safety glasses, Magnifying glass, Centimeter gram cubes, Clay (four colors),
Fine sand, White tile, Advanced thermometer

Life Science

The K'? Life Science program invites students to investigate the world of living things—
at levels both large and small—by reading, observing, and experimenting with aspects
of life on Earth. Students explore an amazing variety of organisms, the complex
workings of the cell, the relationship between living things and their environments,
and discoveries in the world of modern genetics. Practical, hands-on lesson activities
help students discover how scientists investigate the living world. Students perform
laboratory activities and a full unit investigation to learn about the application of
scientific methods.

Curriculum Items: Graduated cylinder, 100 mL, Compound microscope, Radish seeds,
Microscope slides (set of 12), Slide cover slips (set of 12), Transparencies (set of 12), Petri
dishes, Agar vials, Rhizobium bacteria, Green bean bush seeds, Blue fescue grass seeds,
Safety glasses, Magnifying glass, Advanced thermometer

Advanced Life Science

Advanced Life Science is a rigorous middle school course, conceived for the student
who loves biology and is ready for an extra challenge. Students tackle such topics as
ecology, microorganisms, animals, plants, cells, and genetics. They are also introduced
to gene expression and other aspects of cell biology. Practical, hands-on lesson
activities help students discover how scientists investigate the living world. Students
perform laboratory activities and a full unit investigation to learn about the application
of scientific methods.

Curriculum Items: Graduated cylinder, 100 mL, Compound microscope, Radish seeds,
Microscope slides (set of 12), Slide cover slips (set of 12), Transparencies (set of 12), Petri
dishes, Agar vials, Rhizobium bacteria, Green bean bush seeds, Blue fescue grass seeds,
Safety glasses, Magnifying glass, Advanced thermometer

NOTE: List is subject to change.

Physical Science

The K™ Physical Science program introduces students to many aspects of the physical
world, focusing first on chemistry and then on physics. The course provides an overview
of the physical world and gives students tools and concepts to think clearly about atoms,
molecules, chemical reactions, motion, electricity, light, and other aspects of chemistry
and physics. Among other subjects, students study the structure of atoms; the elements
and the Periodic Table; chemical reactions; forces, including gravitational, motion,
acceleration, and mass; and energy, including light, thermal, electricity, and magnetism.

Curriculum Items: Graduated cylinder, 250 mL, Stopwatch, 10 Newton spring

scale, Digital scale, Double pulley, Lye, Metallic rod, Metallic spring, Muriatic acid,
Phenolphthalein, Protective gloves (two pairs), D cell battery holder, Cork stoppers,
Lead weight (500 g), Enamel-coated, heavy-gauge copper wire, Non-insulated copper
wire, Insulated copper wire strips (set of five)

SCIENCE
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Advanced Physical Science

Advanced Physical Science is a rigorous middle school course conceived for the
enthusiastic science student who is ready for an extra challenge. Students learn
about the physical world and tackle topics such as matter, energy, atoms, motion,
thermodynamics, and other aspects of chemistry and physics. Practical, hands-on
lesson activities help students discover how scientists investigate the living world.
Students perform laboratory activities and a full unit investigation to learn about the
application of scientific methods.

Curriculum Iltems: Graduated cylinder, 250 mL, Stopwatch, 10 Newton spring

scale, Digital scale, Double pulley, Lye, Metallic rod, Metallic spring, Muriatic acid,
Phenolphthalein, Protective gloves (two pairs), D cell battery holder, Cork stoppers,
Lead weight (500 g), Enamel coated heavy gauge copper wire, Non-insulated copper
wire, Insulated copper wire strips (set of five), Directional compass, Bar magnet (set of
two), Plastic pipette, Safety glasses, Iron filings, Safety glasses, Iron filings, Lamp bulbs
(set of four), Lamp bulb receptacle (set of two), Advanced thermometer

NOTE: List is subject to change.

HISTORY &
SOCIAL SCIENCES

American History B

The second half of a detailed two-year survey of the history of the United States,

this course takes students from the westward movement of the late 1800s to the
present. Lessons integrate topics in geography, civics, and economics. Building on

the award-winning series A History of US, the course guides students through critical
episodes in the story of America. Students examine the impact of the settlement of the
American West; investigate the social, political, and economic changes that resulted from
industrialization; explore the changing role of the U.S. in international affairs from the late
19th century through the end of the Cold War; and trace major events and trends in the
United States from the Cold War through the first decade of the twenty-first century.

Curriculum Items: Wall map set (science/history), A History of US: The Concise School
Edition by Joy Hakim Vol. C: 1865 to 1932, Vol. D: 1929 to Present

Intermediate World History A:
From Prehistory through the Middle Ages

In this first part of a survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, K™ online
lessons and assessments complement The Human Odyssey, a textbook series developed
and published by K™. This course focuses on the development of civilization across a
12,000-year span: from the Ice Age to the Middle Ages, from cave paintings to stained
glass windows, from crude huts to Gothic cathedrals. The course introduces geography
concepts and skills as they appear in the context of the historical narrative.

Curriculum Iltem: The Human Odyssey, Volume 1: Prehistory Through the Middle Ages

Intermediate World History B:
Our Modern World, 1400 to 1914

Continuing a survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, K™ online lessons
and assessments complement the second volume of The Human Odyssey, a textbook



series developed and published by K. This course focuses on the story of the past,
from the 15th century to 1914 and the beginning of World War |. The course is organized
chronologically and, within broad eras, regionally. Lessons explore developments

in religion, philosophy, the arts, and science and technology. The course introduces
geography concepts and skills as they appear in the context of the historical narrative.

Curriculum Iltem: The Human Odyssey, Volume 2: Our Modern World, 1400 to 1974

HISTORY &
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Intermediate Art: American B

Intermediate Art: American B is designed to complement K2 American History B.
Following the same historical timeline, lessons include an introduction to the artists,
cultures, and great works of American art and architecture from the end of the Civil
War through modern times. Students will investigate paintings done in various styles,
from Impressionist to Pop; learn about modern sculpture and folk art; discover how
photographers and painters have inspired one another; examine examples of modern
architecture, from skyscrapers to art museums; and create artworks inspired by works
they learn about.

Curriculum ltems: Art Print Kit, Intermediate Art: American B, Paintbrush, acrylic, small
#1, Paintbrush, acrylic, medium #4, Paintbrush, acrylic, large #8, Paintbrush, acrylic, flat
bristle #1/2, Pastalina clay (10 colors), Acrylic paint set, Oil pastels

Intermediate Art: World A

Intermediate Art: World A is designed to complement Intermediate World History A:
From Prehistory Through the Middle Ages. Following the same historical timeline,
lessons include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of world art and
architecture from ancient through medieval times. Students will investigate how artists
from different civilizations used various techniques, from painting to mosaic; examine
elements of design and styles of decoration, from the spiral to the solar disk; and
explore some of the best-preserved works from ancient tombs, including the treasures
of Egypt’s King Tut.

Curriculum ltems: Art Print Kit, Intermediate Art: World A, Paintbrush, acrylic, small #1,
Paintbrush, acrylic, medium #4, Paintbrush, acrylic, large #8, White self-hardening clay,
Acrylic paint set

Intermediate Art: World B

K Intermediate Art: World B is designed to complement World History: Our Modern
World, 1400 to 1917. Following the same historical timeline, lessons include an
introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of world art and architecture from
the Renaissance through modern times. Students will study various works of art from
the Renaissance and beyond; discover great works of art and see how they influenced
later artists; compare and contrast works from many civilizations, from paintings to
sculpture, architecture, book covers, prints, and more; and create artworks inspired by
works they learn about.

Curriculum Item: Art Print Kit, Intermediate Art: World B




Music Concepts A

This course is for students in grade 6, or students in grade 7 who are new to the K> Music
program. Students learn the fundamentals of music, as they relate to the piano key, and
study a select group of composers and their music. The course covers the staff and the
keyboard; extending the staff; and flats, sharps, and scales. Course content is offline.
Students complete lessons using the Music Ace CD, student guides, and listening CDs.

Curriculum Items: Music Ace—Grade 6 (CD), Beethoven (CD), Mendelssohn (CD),
Mozart (CD), Vivaldi and Corelli (CD)

Note: The student guides are not available in a pre-printed format and will need to be
printed from the K Online School (OLS). Teacher guides are not available in any format.
Parents may use the student guide to view student lesson information.

Music Concepts B

This course is for students in grade 7 who have already completed Music Concepts A.
Students learn the fundamentals of music, as they relate to the piano key, and study a
select group of composers and their music. The course covers the elements of rhythm and
melody; rhythms, rests, and keys; and minor scales, syncopation, and harmony. Course
content is offline. Students complete lessons using the Music Ace CD, student guides, and
listening CDs.

Curriculum Items: Music Ace—Grade 7 (CD), Sousa (CD), Chopin (CD), Schumann and
Grieg (CD), Verdi (CD)

Note: The student guides are not available in a pre-printed format and will need to be printed from
the K Online School (OLS). Teacher guides are not available in any format. Parents may use the
student guide to view student lesson information.

Music Appreciation

This course is for students in grade 8. Music Appreciation covers the fundamentals of
music (such as rhythm, beat, melody, harmony, form, and expression), and a survey of
music history beginning with the early music of the Greeks and the Middle Ages. The
course concludes with Modern music by composers such as Copland and Prokofiev. Topics
include the elements of music; music and emotion; musical style; musical instruments of
the world; and music through history. Course content is offline. Students complete lessons
using the Music Appreciation CD set and student guides.

Curriculum Item: Music Appreciation (six-CD set)

Note: The teacher and student guides are not available in a pre-printed format and will need to be
printed from the K Online School (OLS).

WORLD
LANGUAGES

Middle School Spanish 1

This course for early- to mid-teen beginners in Spanish* turns adventures and activities
into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary, with instruction equivalent to that found
in the first semester of high school Spanish |. Listening comprehension, oral production,
reading, writing, and cultural awareness are all emphasized in accordance with standards
formulated by ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages).
Communication topics include greetings, introductions, relationships, cause and effect,



likes and dislikes, and questions. Vocabulary includes common daily adjectives, animals,
body parts, family and household words, colors, food, and numbers 1to 900.

Grammar progresses from simple original sentence construction, verb infinitives, and
base forms toirregular verbs, Latin-derived cognates, concrete objects and associated
verbs, adjectival agreement, and demonstrative pronouns. Cultural topics include the
economies, traditions, histories, and political structures of Spanish-speaking nations.

*Also suitable for students of other ages, depending upon background and experience.

Middle School Spanish 2

The solid basis acquired in Middle School Spanish 1is expanded through appealing
practice and instruction in the form of games and stories, with instruction equivalent
to that found in the second semester of high school Spanish I. These activities guide
students to express more complex thoughts and understand native language from

a variety of culturally authentic sources. Students increase skills in reading, listening
comprehension, and vocabulary as they learn sentence patterns and advanced phrases.
They learn to identify objects from descriptions, translate to and from Spanish, create
stories, and understand and give directions. Vocabulary emphasizes geography, math,
plants, animals, and directions, conveyed through increasingly complex poems, stories,
and ditties. Grammar topics include object pronouns with finite and infinite verbs,
past- and present-tense verbs, action verbs, imperfect tense, participle verb endings,
indicative and subjunctive verb forms, and dependent verb clauses. Cultural topics
expand to include higher-level content, with special emphasis on the literary and social
treasures of Spanish-speaking countries.

Prerequisites: Middle School Spanish 1, or equivalent

Middle School French 1

This multimedia, game-based course for early- to mid-teen beginners in French*
turns adventures and activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary,
with instruction equivalent to that found in the first semester of high school French

|. Listening comprehension, oral production, reading, writing, and cultural awareness
are all emphasized in accordance with standards formulated by ACTFL (American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). Communication topics include
greetings, introductions, relationships, cause and effect, likes and dislikes, and
questions. Vocabulary includes common daily adjectives, animals, body parts, family
and household words, colors, food, and numbers 1to 900. Grammar progresses from
simple original sentence construction, verb infinitives, and base forms to irregular
verbs, Latin-derived cognates, concrete objects and associated verbs, adjectival
agreement, and demonstrative pronouns. Cultural topics include the economies,
traditions, histories, and political structures of French-speaking nations.

*Also suitable for students of other ages, depending upon background and experience.

Middle School French 2

The solid basis acquired in Middle School French 1is expanded in this course with
instruction equivalent to that found in the second semester of high school French I.
Students continue their introduction to French with fundamental building blocks in four
key areas of world language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary, not
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only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral production.
An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary and grammar topics, and prompts
students to use skills from the four language-learning areas. Students learn fundamental
grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language.

Prerequisites: Middle School French 1, or equivalent

Middle School German 1

This course for early- to mid-teen beginners in German* turns adventures and

activities into rigorous lessons in grammar and vocabulary, with instruction equivalent

to that found in the first semester of high school German |. Students are introduced to
the fundamental building blocks in four key areas of world language study: listening
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Students are initially trained to recognize
key sounds and basic vocabulary, not only in written form but also through ear training
that leads quickly to oral production. An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary
and grammar topics, and prompts students to use skills from the four language-learning
areas. Students learn fundamental grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language.

*Also suitable for students of other ages, depending upon background and experience.

Middle School German 2

The solid basis acquired in Middle School German 1is expanded in this course with
instruction equivalent to that found in the second semester of high school German I.
In this continuing introduction to German, students deepen their focus on four key
skills in world language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading,

and writing. A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while
activities prompt students to analyze meaning from context, and then to reproduce
new vocabulary items in functional real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and
idiomatic expressions are also introduced. As in German 1, students learn grammar
through supplemental texts that supply traditional charts, tables, and explanations.

Prerequisites: Middle School German 1, or equivalent

Middle School Latin 1

This course for early- to mid-teen beginners in Latin* transforms a “dead” language
into a living one, with instruction equivalent to that found in the first semester of high
school Latin I. Students learn the fundamental building blocks of world language study:
listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit consists of a new
vocabulary theme and grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing
vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking
and writing activities, and cultural presentations covering significant aspects of Roman
culture, and assessments. The course has been carefully aligned to national standards
as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages).

*Also suitable for students of other ages, depending upon background and experience.



Middle School Latin 2

This course for early- to mid-teen beginners in Latin* expands on skills learned in the
first-year course, with instruction equivalent to that found in the second semester of high
school Latin I. Students continue building the fundamentals: listening comprehension,
speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme and
grammar concept; numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar;
reading and listening comprehension activities; speaking and writing activities; cultural
presentations covering significant aspects of Roman culture; and assessments. The
course has been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages).

*Also suitable for students of other ages, depending upon background and experience.

Prerequisites: Middle School Latin 1, or equivalent

Middle School Chinese 1

Students use compelling stories, games, videos, and multimedia experiences in this
introduction to Mandarin Chinese, with instruction equivalent to that found in the first
semester of high school Chinese |. They learn the elegant simplicity of Chinese grammar
and the subtleties of Chinese pronunciation through entertaining lessons that give a
base of conversational ability and listening comprehension. Students build a foundation
for reading and writing in the Chinese language through an adaptive technology that
lets them choose an approach that works best for them. Engaging graphics, videos, and
games keep students interested, and make learning a new language exciting.

Middle School Chinese 2

Students use compelling stories, games, videos, and multimedia experiences in this
continuing introduction to Mandarin Chinese, with instruction equivalent to that found
in the second semester of high school Chinese |. They learn the elegant simplicity of
Chinese grammar and the subtleties of Chinese pronunciation through entertaining
lessons that give a base of conversational ability and listening comprehension. Students
build a foundation for reading and writing in the Chinese language through an adaptive
technology that lets them choose an approach that works best for them. Engaging
graphics, videos, and games keep students interested, and make learning a new
language exciting.

Prerequisites: Middle School Chinese 1, or equivalent

WORLD
LANGUAGES

Introduction to Online Learning

Families begin the school year with an Introduction to Online Learning course targeted
to grades 6-8. The courses provide an overview of each curriculum area so students and
Learning Coaches can familiarize themselves with the philosophy behind the curriculum
methodology and overall course organization. The lessons are interactive and include
actual animations or graphics that are used in the courses themselves. By the end of the
course, students will be fully prepared to begin their K lessons in the online school.

ORIENTATION




K-8 Course List

Complete list available through K'. Course offerings may vary at K'>-powered schools.
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ENGLISH &
1 . ) . . '
LANGUAGE ARTS In K™ Core courses, topics are broken into discrete modulgs thgt are taugAht in tandem ywth
the framework students need to develop strong study skills. Rich, engaging content with
interactive demonstrations and activities help students absorb and retain information.

In K2 Comprehensive courses, students do more extensive writing and research projects,
and tackle problems that require more analytical thinking. Course projects and activities
also demand more independent thinking and self-discipline than projects in Core courses.

K2 Honors courses hold students to a greater degree of accountability, and demand even
greater independence and self-discipline. Students synthesize and evaluate information and
concepts from multiple sources and read texts typically assigned in college-level courses.
Students also demonstrate college-level writing in essays that require analysis of primary
and secondary sources, responsible use of evidence, and comprehensive citation of sources.

K'2 AP® courses are college-level courses that follow curriculum specified by the College
Board. These courses are designed to prepare students for success on AP exams, providing
students the opportunity to earn credit at most of the nation’s colleges and universities.
Our AP courses include a companion AP Exam Review course, that provides practice for
multiple choice exams and essay writing, as well as provides students an individualized
study plan based on their results.

ENGO001-APL: English Foundations I (Remediation)

Students build and reinforce foundational reading, writing, and basic academic skills
needed for success in high school. Through carefully paced, guided instruction, and
graduated reading levels, students improve reading comprehension and strategies,
focusing on literacy development at the critical stage between decoding and making
meaning from text. Instruction and practice in writing skills help students develop
their composition skills in a variety of formats. Formative assessments identify

areas of weakness, lessons are prescribed to improve performance, and summative
assessments track progress and skill development. If needed, students can continue
their remediation of reading and writing skills with English Foundations II.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENGO011-APL: English Foundations II (Remediation)

Students build and reinforce foundational reading, writing, and basic academic skills
needed for success in high school. Struggling readers develop mastery in reading
comprehension, vocabulary building, study skills, and media literacy. Students build
confidence in writing fundamentals by focusing on composition in a variety of formats,
grammar, style, and media literacy. Formative assessments identify areas of weakness,
lessons are prescribed to improve performance, and summative assessments track
progress and skill development.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; ENGOO1-APL: English
Foundations | is not required

ENG102: Literary Analysis and Composition I (Core)

In this course, students work on their written and oral communication skills, while
strengthening their ability to understand and analyze works of literature, both classic
and modern.



Literature: Students read short stories, poetry, drama, novels, essays, and informative
articles. The course sharpens reading comprehension skills and engages readers in literary
analysis as they consider important human issues and challenging ideas. Students also
learn to read for information in nonfiction texts.

Language Skills: Students learn to express their ideas effectively. They sharpen their
composition skills through focus on writing good paragraphs and essays in a variety
of genres, such as persuasive and research essays. Students plan, organize, and revise
written works in response to feedback on drafts. In grammar, usage, and mechanics
lessons, students expand their understanding of parts of speech, phrases and clauses,
sentence analysis and structure, agreement, punctuation, and other conventions.
Vocabulary lessons build knowledge of Greek and Latin words that form the roots

of many English words. Students use word origins and derivations to determine the
meaning of new words as they increase their vocabularies.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of Literature, Volume A; English Language
Handbook; Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book B; Julius Caesar for Young People
Prerequisites: Middle school English/language arts

Note: This course is only for students who are new to the K” curriculum. Students who have taken
K2 Intermediate English A or B, or K middle school Literary Analysis and Composition courses,
should not enroll in this course.

ENG103: Literary Analysis and Composition I
(Comprehensive)

This course challenges students to improve their written and oral communication skills,
while strengthening their ability to understand and analyze literature in a variety of genres.

Literature: Students read a broad array of short stories, poetry, drama, novels,
autobiographies, essays, and famous speeches. The course guides students in the close
reading and critical analysis of classic works of literature, and helps them appreciate

the texts and the contexts in which the works were written. Literary selections range
from classic works such as Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet to contemporary pieces by
authors such as Maya Angelou.

Language Skills: Students broaden their composition skills by examining model essays in
various genres by student and published writers. Through in-depth planning, organizing,
drafting, revising, proofreading, and feedback, they hone their writing skills. Students
build on their grammar, usage, and mechanics skills with in-depth study of sentence
analysis and structure, agreement, and punctuation, reinforced by online activities (Skills
Updates). Student vocabularies are enhanced through the study of Greek and Latin root
words, improving students’ ability to decipher the meanings of new words.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Classics for Young Readers, Volume 8; Classics for Young Readers, Volume 8:
An Audio Companion,; BK English Language Handbook, Level 1; Vocabulary from Classical
Roots, Book C; The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave by
Frederick Douglass; Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank; Romeo and Juliet
by William Shakespeare

Prerequisites: K" Intermediate English A and B (or equivalent)

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K middle school Literary Analysis and Composition
should not enroll in this course.
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ENG104: Honors Literary Analysis and Composition I

This course challenges students to improve their written and oral communication skills,
while strengthening their ability to understand and analyze literature in a variety of
genres. Students enrolled in this course work on independent projects that enhance
their skills and challenge them to consider complex ideas and apply

the knowledge they have learned.

Literature: Students read a broad array of short stories, poetry, drama, novels,
autobiographies, essays, and famous speeches. The course guides students in the close
reading and critical analysis of classic works of literature, and helps them appreciate the
texts and the contexts in which the works were written. Literary selections range from
the Greek tragedy Antigone to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet to contemporary pieces
by authors such as Annie Dillard and Maya Angelou.

Language Skills: Students broaden their composition skills by examining model essays in
various genres by student and published writers. Through in-depth planning, organizing,
drafting, revising, proofreading, and feedback, they hone their writing skills. Students
build on their grammar, usage, and mechanics skills with in-depth study of sentence
analysis and structure, agreement, and punctuation, reinforced by online activities.
Student vocabularies are enhanced through the study of Greek and Latin root words,
improving students’ ability to decipher the meanings of new words.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Classics for Young Readers, Volume 8; Classics for Young Readers, Volume
8: An Audio Companion; BK English Language Handbook, Level 1; Vocabulary from
Classical Roots, Book C; The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American
Slave by Frederick Douglass; Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank; Romeo
and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Prerequisites: Success in K'? Intermediate English A and B (or equivalent) and teacher/
school counselor recommendation

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K middle school Literary Analysis and Composition
should not enroll in this course.

ENG106: Literary Analysis and Composition I (Credit
Recovery)

In the course, students read a variety of literary works to sharpen reading comprehension
and literary analysis skills. They review composition skills and expand their understanding
of parts of speech, phrases and clauses, sentence analysis and structure, agreement,
punctuation, and other conventions. Vocabulary lessons build knowledge of Greek

and Latin words that form the roots of many English words. Diagnostic tests assess
students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can
focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of Literature, Volume A; English Language
Handbook; Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book B; Julius Caesar for Young People
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG=202: Literary Analysis and Composition II (Core)

In this course, students build on their language skills while reading classic and modern
works of literature and improving their writing skills.



Literature: Students read short stories, poetry, drama, and novels, sharpening their
reading comprehension skills and analyzing important human issues.

Language Skills: Students continue to work on their oral and written expression skills,
writing a variety of essays, including persuasive and research essays. Students plan,
organize, and revise their essays in response to feedback. They build on their skills in
grammar, usage, and mechanics by studying parts of speech, phrases and clauses,
sentence analysis and structure, agreement, punctuation, and other conventions.
Thematic units focus on word roots, suffixes and prefixes, context clues, and other
strategies to help students strengthen their vocabularies.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of Literature, Volume B; The Miracle Worker
by William Gibson

Prerequisites: ENG102: Literary Analysis and Composition | (or equivalent)

Note: Students who have taken K”? Intermediate English A or B or K middle school Literary
Analysis and Composition courses should not enroll in this course.

ENG203: Literary Analysis and Composition II
(Comprehensive)

In this course, students build on existing literature and composition skills and move to
higher levels of sophistication.

Literature: Students hone their skills of literary analysis by reading short stories,
poetry, drama, novels, and works of nonfiction, both classic and modern. Authors
include W. B. Yeats, Sara Teasdale, Langston Hughes, Robert Frost, Edgar Allan Poe,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Kate Chopin, Amy Tan, and Richard Rodriguez. Students read
Shakespeare’s Macbeth. They are offered a choice of novels and longer works to study,
including works by Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, Elie Wiesel, and many others.

Language Skills: In this course, students become more proficient writers and readers.

In composition lessons, students analyze model essays from readers’ and writers’
perspectives, focusing on ideas and content, structure and organization, style, word
choice, and tone. Students receive feedback during the writing process to help them
work toward a polished final draft. In addition to writing formal essays, résumés, and
business letters, students write and deliver a persuasive speech. Students expand their
knowledge of grammar, usage, and mechanics through sentence analysis and structure,
syntax, agreement, and conventions. Unit pretests identify skills to address more fully.
Students strengthen their vocabularies through thematic units focused on word roots,
suffixes and prefixes, context clues, and other important vocabulary-building strategies.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: Classic and Modern, Volume B; Journeys in Literature:
Classic and Modern, Volume B: An Audio Companion; Vocabulary for Achievement,
Fourth Course; Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Prerequisites: ENG103: Literary Analysis and Composition | (or equivalent)

ENG=204: Honors Literary Analysis and Composition II

In this course, students build on existing literature and composition skills and move on
to higher levels of sophistication. Students work on independent projects that enhance
their skills and challenge them to consider complex ideas and apply the knowledge they
have learned.
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Literature: Students hone their skills of literary analysis by reading short stories, poetry,
drama, novels, and works of nonfiction, both classic and modern. Authors include W.

B. Yeats, Sara Teasdale, Langston Hughes, Robert Frost, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Kate Chopin, Amy Tan, Richard Rodriguez, and William Shakespeare.
Students have a choice of novels and longer works to study, including works by Jane
Austen, Charles Dickens, and Elie Wiesel.

Language Skills: In this course, students become more proficient writers and readers.

In composition lessons, students analyze model essays from readers’ and writers’
perspectives, focusing on ideas and content, structure and organization, style, word
choice, and tone. Students receive feedback during the writing process to help them
work toward a polished final draft. In addition to writing formal essays, résumés, and
business letters, students write and deliver a persuasive speech. Students expand their
knowledge of grammar, usage, and mechanics through sentence analysis and structure,
syntax, agreement, and conventions. Unit pretests identify skills to address more fully.
Students strengthen their vocabularies through thematic units focused on word roots,
suffixes and prefixes, context clues, and other important vocabulary-building strategies.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: Classic and Modern, Volume B; Journeys in Literature:
Classic and Modern, Volume B: An Audio Companion; Vocabulary for Achievement,
Fourth Course; Macbeth by William ShakespearePrerequisites

Prerequisites: Success in ENG104: Honors Literary Analysis and Composition | (or
equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG206: Literary Analysis and Composition II (Credit
Recovery)

In this course, students read classic and modern works of literature, sharpening their
reading comprehension skills and analyzing important human issues. They review
effective strategies for oral and written expression, grammar, usage, and mechanics.
Thematic units focus on word roots, suffixes and prefixes, context clues, and other
strategies that help students strengthen their vocabularies. Diagnostic tests assess
students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can
focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of Literature, Volume B; The Miracle Worker
by William Gibson

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent,

but did not receive credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG302: American Literature (Core)

In this genre-based course, students sharpen their reading comprehension skills and
analyze important themes in classic and modern works of American literature, including
short stories, poetry, drama, and novels. Students refine their skills of written expression
by writing memoirs, persuasive essays, research essays, workplace documentation, and
more. They develop vocabulary skills and refresh their knowledge of grammar, usage, and
mechanics in preparation for standardized tests.

Literature: Students read short stories, poetry, drama, and novels, sharpening their
reading comprehension skills and analyzing important themes in American literature.

Language Skills: Students continue to work on their oral and written expression skills,



writing a variety of essays including memoirs, persuasive and research essays, and
workplace documentation. Students plan, organize, and revise their essays in response
to feedback.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of American Literature, Volume C; Our Town by
Thornton Wilder; To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Prerequisites: ENG202: Literary Analysis and Composition Il (or equivalent)

ENG303: American Literature (Comprehensive)

In this course, students read and analyze works of American literature from colonial
to contemporary times, including poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and nonfiction.
The literary works provide opportunities for critical writing, creative projects, and
online discussions. Students develop vocabulary skills and refresh their knowledge of
grammar, usage, and mechanics in preparation for standardized tests.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: American Traditions, Volume C; The Great Gatsby
by F. Scott Fitzgerald; The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams. Students will also
read one selection of their choice from the following: The Old Man and the Sea by
Ernest Hemingway; The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros; A Lesson Before
Dying by Ernest Gaines; The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

Prerequisites: ENG203: Literary Analysis and Composition Il (or equivalent)

ENG304: Honors American Literature

In this course, students read and analyze works of American literature from colonial

to contemporary times, including poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and nonfiction.
The literary works provide opportunities for critical writing, creative projects, and

online discussions. Students develop vocabulary skills and refresh their knowledge of
grammar, usage, and mechanics in preparation for standardized tests. Students enrolled
in this challenging course will also complete independent projects that deepen their
understanding of the themes and ideas presented in the curriculum.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: American Traditions, Volume C; The Great Gatsby by
F. Scott Fitzgerald; The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams. Students will also read
one selection of their choice from the following: The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest
Hemingway; The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros; A Lesson Before Dying by
Ernest Gaines; The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane; and two selections of their
choice from the following: Billy Budd by Herman Melville; A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain; Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger; Song of Solomon by
Toni Morrison

Prerequisites: Success in ENG204: Honors Literary Analysis and Composition Il

(or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG306: American Literature (Credit Recovery)

Students sharpen their reading comprehension skills and analyze important themes
in classic and modern works of American literature. They review effective strategies
for written expression. They develop vocabulary skills and refresh their knowledge

of grammar, usage, and mechanics in preparation for standardized tests. Diagnostic
tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so
students can focus on topics that need review.

ENGLISH &
LANGUAGE ARTS




ENGLISH &
LANGUAGE ARTS

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of American Literature, Volume C; Our Town by
Thornton Wilder; To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG402: British and World Literature (Core)

This course engages students in selections from British and world literature from
the ancient world through modern times. They practice analytical writing and have
opportunities for creative expression. Students also practice test-taking skills for
standardized assessments in critical reading and writing.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of British and World Literature
Prerequisites: ENG302: American Literature (or equivalent)

ENG403: British and World Literature (Comprehensive)

Students read selections from British and world literature in a loosely organized
chronological framework. They analyze the themes, styles, and structures of these texts
and make thematic connections among diverse authors, periods, and settings. Students
complete guided and independent writing assignments that refine their analytical skills.
They have opportunities for creative expression in projects of their choice. Students also
practice test-taking skills for standardized assessments in critical reading and writing.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: British and World Classics; Hamlet by William
Shakespeare

Prerequisites: ENG303: American Literature (or equivalent)

ENG404: Honors British and World Literature

Students read selections from British and world literature in a loosely organized
chronological framework. They analyze the themes, styles, and structures of these
texts and make thematic connections among diverse authors, periods, and settings.
Students work independently on many of their analyses and engage in creative
collaboration with their peers. Students also practice test-taking skills for standardized
assessments in critical reading and writing.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Journeys in Literature: British and World Classics; Hamlet by William
Shakespeare

Prerequisites: ENG304: American Literature (or equivalent) and teacher/school
counselor recommendation

ENG406: British and World Literature
(Credit Recovery)

This course engages students in selections from British and world literature from

the ancient world through modern times. They practice analytical writing and have
opportunities for creative expression. Students also practice test-taking skills for
standardized assessments in critical reading and writing. Diagnostic tests assess
students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can
focus on topics that need review.



Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Explorations: An Anthology of British and World Literature
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent,

but did not receive credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG500: AP English Language and Composition

Students learn to understand and analyze complex works by a variety of authors.

They explore the richness of language, including syntax, imitation, word choice, and
tone. They also learn composition style and process, starting with exploration, planning,
and writing. This continues with editing, peer review, rewriting, polishing, and applying
what they learn to academic, personal, and professional contexts. In this equivalent of an
introductory college-level survey class, students prepare for the AP exam and for further
study in communications, creative writing, journalism, literature, and composition.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Norton Reader: An Anthology of Nonfiction, 12th ed.; Writing: A College
Handbook, 5th ed.

Prerequisites: Success in ENG304: Honors American Literature (or equivalent) and
teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENG510: AP English Literature and Composition

In this course, the equivalent of an introductory college-level survey class, students are
immersed in novels, plays, poems, and short stories from various periods. Students

read and write daily, using a variety of multimedia and interactive activities, interpretive
writing assignments, and discussions. The course places special emphasis on reading
comprehension, structural and critical analyses of written works, literary vocabulary, and
recognizing and understanding literary devices. Students prepare for the AP Exam and for
further study in creative writing, communications, journalism, literature, and composition.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Required (both semesters): The Norton Anthology of Poetry, 5th ed.; The Story
and Its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction, compact 7th ed.Required (first semester):
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston; Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen; A
Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams; Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare
Required (second semester): The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; Annie John by
Jamaica Kincaid; Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

Prerequisites: Success in ENG304: Honors American Literature (or equivalent) and
teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENGO010: Journalism (Elective)

Students are introduced to the historical importance of journalism in America.

They study the basic principles of print and online journalism as they examine the role of
printed news media in our society. They learn investigative skills, responsible reporting,
and journalistic writing techniques as they read, respond to, and write their own news
and feature articles. Students conduct interviews, research, write, and design their own
publications.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

ENGLISH &
LANGUAGE ARTS




ENGLISH &
LANGUAGE ARTS

ENGO020: Public Speaking (Elective)

Students are introduced to public speaking as an important component of their
academic, work, and social lives. They develop skills as public speakers by planning,
organizing, writing, and delivering speeches on topics of their choosing. They learn to
be fair and critical listeners, give and respond to feedback, and incorporate visual and
multimedia aids. They also learn about the ethics of public speaking and techniques for
managing communication anxiety.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Student must provide a webcam and recording software
Prerequisites: None

ENGO030-AVT: Creative Writing (Elective)

In this course, students explore a range of creative writing genres, including fiction,
poetry, creative nonfiction, drama, and multimedia writing. They study examples of
classic and contemporary selections, apply what they learn to their own writing, and
develop proficiency in the writing process. They learn to evaluate the writings of others
and apply evaluation criteria to their own work. By the end of the course, students will
have created a well-developed portfolio of finished written works.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

MATHEMATICS

MTHO001-APL: Math Foundations I (Remediation)

Students build and reinforce foundational math skills typically found in third through
fifth grade for which they have not achieved mastery. They progress through carefully
paced, guided instruction and engaging interactive practice. Formative assessments
identify areas of weakness and prescribe lessons to improve performance. Summative
assessments track progress and skill development. If needed, students can move on
to Math Foundations Il (addressing skills typically found in sixth through eighth grade)
to further develop the computational skills and conceptual understanding needed to
undertake high school math courses with confidence.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTHO011-APL: Math Foundations II (Remediation)

Students build and reinforce foundational math skills typically found in sixth through
eighth grade, achieving the computational skills and conceptual understanding needed to
undertake high school math courses with confidence. Carefully paced, guided instruction
is accompanied by interactive practice that is engaging and accessible. Formative
assessments identify areas of weakness and prescribe lessons to improve performance.
Summative assessments track progress and skill development. This course is appropriate
for use as remediation at the high school level or as a bridge to high school.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; MTHOO1-APL: Math
Foundations l'is not required



MTH322-AVT: Consumer Math (Core)

Students can apply this comprehensive review and study of arithmetic skills to both
personal and vocational business opportunities. Topics include whole numbers,
fractions, percentages, basic statistics, and graphs. Students are shown practical
applications for what they have learned in their personal lives, including home and car
ownership, wages and taxes, budgeting, banking, and credit.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

MTH112: Pre-Algebra (Core)

In this course, students learn computational and problem-solving skills and the
language of algebra. Students translate word phrases and sentences into mathematical
expressions; analyze geometric figures; solve problems involving percentages,

ratios, and proportions; graph different kinds of equations and inequalities; calculate
statistical measures and probabilities; apply the Pythagorean theorem; and explain
strategies for solving real-world problems. The textbook provides students with a ready
reference and explanations that supplement the online material. Online lessons provide
demonstrations of concepts, as well as interactive problems with contextual feedback.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Pre-Algebra: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Prerequisites: K> middle school Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra, or MTHO11-
APL: Math Foundations Il (or equivalents)

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K middle school Pre-Algebra should not enroll in
this course.

MTH113: Pre-Algebra (Comprehensive)

In this course, students take a broader look at computational and problem-solving
skills while learning the language of algebra. Students translate word phrases and
sentences into mathematical expressions; analyze geometric figures; solve problems
involving percentages, ratios, and proportions; graph different kinds of equations and
inequalities; calculate statistical measures and probabilities; apply the Pythagorean
theorem; and explain strategies for solving real-world problems. Online lessons provide
demonstrations of key concepts, as well as interactive problems with contextual
feedback. A textbook supplements the online material.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Pre-Algebra: Reference Guide and Problem Sets
Prerequisites: K> middle school Fundamentals of Geometry and Algebra (or equivalent)

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K? middle school Pre-Algebra should not enroll in
this course.

MTH116: Pre-Algebra (Credit Recovery)

In this course, students review computational and problem-solving skills and the language
of algebra. Topics include mathematical expressions; geometric figures; percentages,
ratios, and proportions; graphs for equations and inequalities; statistical measures and
probabilities; the Pythagorean theorem; and strategies for solving world problems.
Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study
plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

MATHEMATICS



MATHEMATICS

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Pre-Algebra: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTH122: Algebra I (Core)

In this course, students explore the tools of algebra. Students learn to identify the
structure and properties of the real number system; complete operations with integers
and other rational numbers; work with square roots and irrational numbers; graph
linear equations; solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable; solve systems
of linear equations; use ratios, proportions, and percentages to solve problems; use
algebraic applications in geometry including the Pythagorean theorem and formulas for
measuring area and volume; complete an introduction to polynomials; and understand
logic and reasoning.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Algebra I: Reference Guide and Problem Sets
Prerequisites: MTH112: Pre-Algebra (or equivalent)

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K> middle school Algebra | should not enroll in
this course.

MTH123: Algebra I (Comprehensive)

Students develop algebraic fluency by learning the skills needed to solve equations and
perform manipulations with numbers, variables, equations, and inequalities. They also
learn concepts central to the abstraction and generalization that algebra makes possible.
Topics include simplifying expressions involving variables, fractions, exponents, and
radicals; working with integers, rational numbers, and irrational numbers; graphing

and solving equations and inequalities; using factoring, formulas, and other techniques
to solve quadratic and other polynomial equations; formulating valid mathematical
arguments using various types of reasoning; and translating word problems into
mathematical equations and then using the equations to solve the original problems.
Compared to MTH122, this course has a more rigorous pace and more challenging
assignments and assessments. It covers additional topics including translating functions,
higher degree roots, and more complex factoring techniques.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Algebra I: Reference Guide and Problem Sets
Prerequisites: K'? Pre-Algebra, MTH113: Pre-Algebra (or equivalents)

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K middle school Algebra | should
not enroll in this course.

MTH124: Honors Algebra I

This course prepares students for more advanced courses while they develop algebraic
fluency, learn the skills needed to solve equations, and perform manipulations with
numbers, variables, equations, and inequalities. They also learn concepts central to the
abstraction and generalization that algebra makes possible. Topics include simplifying
expressions involving variables, fractions, exponents, and radicals; working with integers,
rational numbers, and irrational numbers; graphing and solving equations and inequalities;
using factoring, formulas, and other techniques to solve quadratic and other polynomial
equations; formulating valid mathematical arguments using various types of reasoning;
and translating word problems into mathematical equations and then using the equations



to solve the original problems. This course includes all the topics in MTH123, but includes
more challenging assignments and optional challenge activities. Each semester also
includes an independent honors project.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra I: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Prerequisites: Success in previous math course and teacher/school counselor
recommendation

Note: Students who have already succeeded in K middle school Algebra | should
not enroll in this course.

MTH126: Algebra I (Credit Recovery)

In this course, students review the tools of algebra. Topics include the structure and
properties of real numbers; operations with integers and other rational numbers; square
roots and irrational numbers; linear equations; ratios, proportions, and percentages; the
Pythagorean theorem; polynomials; and logic and reasoning. Diagnostic tests assess
students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can
focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra I: Reference Guide and Problem Sets

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTH202: Geometry (Core)

Students learn to recognize and work with core geometric concepts in various contexts.
They develop sound ideas of inductive and deductive reasoning, logic, concepts, and
techniques of Euclidean plane and solid geometry, as well as a solid, basic understanding
of mathematical structure, method, and applications of Euclidean plane and solid
geometry. Students use visualizations, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling

to solve problems. Topics of study include points, lines, and angles; triangles; right
triangles; quadrilaterals and other polygons; circles; coordinate geometry; three-
dimensional solids; geometric constructions; symmetry; and the use of transformations.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Geometry: A Reference Guide; a drawing compass, protractor, and ruler
Prerequisites: MTH122: Algebra | (or equivalent)

MTH203: Geometry (Comprehensive)

In this comprehensive course, students are challenged to recognize and work with
geometric concepts in various contexts. They build on ideas of inductive and deductive
reasoning, logic, concepts, and techniques of Euclidean plane and solid geometry. They
develop deeper understandings of mathematical structure, method, and applications

of Euclidean plane and solid geometry. Students use visualizations, spatial reasoning, and
geometric modeling to solve problems. Topics of study include points, lines, and angles;
triangles; right triangles; quadrilaterals and other polygons; circles; coordinate geometry;
three-dimensional solids; geometric constructions; symmetry; the use of transformations;
and non-Euclidean geometries.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Geometry: A Reference Guide; a drawing compass, protractor, and ruler
Prerequisites: MTH123: Algebra | (or equivalent)

MATHEMATICS
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MTH204: Honors Geometry

Students work with advanced geometric concepts in various contexts. They build in-
depthideas of inductive and deductive reasoning, logic, concepts, and techniques of
Euclidean plane and solid geometry. They also develop a sophisticated understanding of
mathematical structure, method, and applications of Euclidean plane and solid geometry.
Students use visualizations, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to solve problems.
Topics of study include points, lines, and angles; triangles; right triangles; quadrilaterals
and other polygons; circles; coordinate geometry; three-dimensional solids; geometric
constructions; symmetry; the use of transformations; and non-Euclidean geometries.
Students work on additional challenging assignments, assessments, and research projects.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Geometry: A Reference Guide; a drawing compass, protractor, and ruler
Prerequisites: MTH123: Algebra | or MTH124: Honors Algebra | (or equivalent) and
teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTHZ206: Geometry (Credit Recovery)

Students review core geometric concepts as they develop sound ideas of inductive and
deductive reasoning, logic, concepts, and techniques and applications of Euclidean
plane and solid geometry. Students use visualizations, spatial reasoning, and geometric
modeling to solve problems. Topics include points, lines, and angles; triangles, polygons,
and circles; coordinate geometry; three-dimensional solids; geometric constructions;
symmetry; and the use of transformations. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current
knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that
need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Geometry: A Reference Guide; a drawing compass, protractor, and ruler
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTH302: Algebra II (Core)

This course builds upon algebraic concepts covered in Algebra |. Students solve open-
ended problems and learn to think critically. Topics include conic sections; functions
and their graphs; quadratic functions; inverse functions; and advanced polynomial
functions. Students are introduced to rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic
functions; sequences and series; and data analysis.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra Il: A Reference Guide and Problem Sets; Texas Instruments T1-84
Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: MTH122: Algebra | (or equivalent)

MTH303: Algebra II (Comprehensive)

This course builds upon algebraic concepts covered in Algebra | and prepares students for
advanced-level courses. Students extend their knowledge and understanding by solving
open-ended problems and thinking critically. Topics include conic sections; functions and
their graphs; quadratic functions; inverse functions; and advanced polynomial functions.
Students are introduced to rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic functions;
sequences and series; and data analysis.



Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra Il: A Reference Guide and Problem Sets; Texas Instruments T1-84
Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: MTH123: Algebra | and MTH203: Geometry (or equivalents)

MTHS304: Honors Algebra II

This course builds upon advanced algebraic concepts covered in Algebra | and prepares
students for advanced-level courses. Students extend their knowledge and understanding
by solving open-ended problems and thinking critically. Topics include functions and their
graphs; quadratic functions; complex numbers, and advanced polynomial functions.
Students are introduced to rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic functions;
sequences and series; probability; statistics; and conic sections. Students work on
additional challenging assignments, assessments, and research projects.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra Il: A Reference Guide and Problem Sets; Texas Instruments T1-84
Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: MTH123 or MTH124 (Honors): Algebra | and MTH203 or MTH204
(Honors): Geometry (or equivalents) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTH306: Algebra II (Credit Recovery)

This course builds upon algebraic concepts covered in Algebra I. Students solve open-
ended problems and learn to think critically. Topics include conic sections; functions and
their graphs; quadratic functions; inverse functions; and advanced polynomial functions.
Students review rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic functions; sequences

and series; and data analysis. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and
generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Algebra Il: A Reference Guide and Problem Sets; Texas Instruments T1-84
Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

MTH403: Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry (Comprehensive)

Pre-calculus weaves together previous study of algebra, geometry, and functions into a
preparatory course for calculus. The course focuses on the mastery of critical skills and
exposure to new skills necessary for success in subsequent math courses. Topics include
linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, radical, polynomial, and rational functions;
systems of equations; and conic sections in the first semester. The second semester
covers trigonometric ratios and functions; inverse trigonometric functions; applications of
trigonometry, including vectors and laws of cosine and sine; polar functions and notation;
and arithmetic of complex numbers.

Cross-curricular connections are made throughout the course to calculus,
art, history, and a variety of other fields related to mathematics.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Texas Instruments T1-84 Plus graphing calculator
Prerequisites: MTH203: Geometry and MTH303: Algebra Il (or equivalents)

MATHEMATICS
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MTH413: Probability and Statistics (Comprehensive)

Students learn counting methods, probability, descriptive statistics, graphs of data, the
normal curve, statistical inference, and linear regression. Proficiency is measured through
frequent online and offline assessments, as well as asynchronous discussions. Problem-
solving activities provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their skills in real-
world situations.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Probability and Statistics: Reference Guide and Problem Sets
Prerequisites: MTH 303: Algebra Il (or equivalent)

MTH433-AVT: Calculus (Comprehensive)

This course is a comprehensive look at the study of differential and integral calculus
concepts including limits, derivative and integral computation, linearization, Riemann
sums, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, and differential equations. Applications
include graph analysis, linear motion, average value, area, volume, and growth and decay
models.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Java is needed for the embedded graphing calculator applet (GCalc)
Prerequisites: MTH403: Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry (or equivalent)

MTH500: AP Calculus AB

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level calculus course. Calculus
helps scientists, engineers, and financial analysts understand the complex relationships
behind real-world phenomena. Students learn to evaluate the soundness of proposed
solutions and apply mathematical reasoning to real-world models. Students also learn to
understand change geometrically and visually (by studying graphs of curves), analytically
(by studying and working with mathematical formulas), numerically (by seeing patterns
in sets of numbers), and verbally. Students prepare for the AP exam and further studies in
science, engineering, and mathematics.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Texas Instruments T1-84 Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: Success in MTH204: Honors Geometry, MTH304: Honors Algebra Il
MTH403: Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry (or equivalents), and teacher/ school counselor
recommendation

MTH510: AP Statistics

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. Statistics—

the art of drawing conclusions from imperfect data and the science of real-world
uncertainties—plays an important role in many fields. Students collect, analyze, graph,
and interpret real-world data. They learn to design and analyze research studies by
reviewing and evaluating examples from real research. Students prepare for the AP
exam and for further study in science, sociology, medicine, engineering, political
science, geography, and business.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Texas Instruments T1-84 Plus graphing calculator

Prerequisites: Success in MTH304: Honors Algebra Il (or equivalent) and teacher/school
counselor recommendation



BUSO030: Personal Finance (Elective) MATHEMATICS

In this introductory finance course, students learn basic principles of economics and
best practices for managing their own finances. Students learn core skills in creating
budgets, developing long-term financial plans to meet their goals, and making
responsible choices about income and expenses. They gain a deeper understanding of
capitalism and other systems so they can better understand their role in the economy
of society. Students are inspired by experiences of finance professionals and stories of
everyday people and the choices they make to manage their money.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

MTH332-AVT: Integrated Math (Elective)

Students build the mathematical skills needed to solve problems and reason logically.
They learn to communicate their understanding by organizing and clarifying mathematical
information, becoming proficient in appropriate mathematical language to clearly
represent complex ideas and information. Through online instruction, practice, audio
tutorials, Web quests, and interactive games, students reinforce their knowledge and
strategies in number sense, geometry, algebra, measurement, probability and statistics,
and data interpretation.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

SCI102: Physical Science (Core)

Students explore the relationship between matter and energy by investigating
force and motion, the structure of atoms, the structure and properties of matter,
chemical reactions, and the interactions of energy and matter. Students develop
skills in measuring, solving problems, using laboratory apparatuses, following safety
procedures, and adhering to experimental procedures. Students focus on inquiry-
based learning, with both hands-on laboratory investigations and virtual laboratory
experiences.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: K> middle school Physical Science (or equivalent)

SCI106: Physical Science (Credit Recovery)

Students explore the relationship between matter and energy by investigating force

and motion, the structure of atoms, the structure and properties of matter, chemical
reactions, and the interactions of energy and matter. They review strategies for describing
and measuring scientific concepts. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge
and generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

SCIENCE

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation




SCI112: Earth Science (Core)

This course provides students with a solid earth science curriculum, focusing on geology,
oceanography, astronomy, weather, and climate. The program consists of online
lessons, an associated reference book, collaborative activities, virtual laboratories,

and hands-on laboratories students can conduct at home. The course provides a base
for further studies in geology, meteorology, oceanography, and astronomy, and gives
practical experience in implementing scientific methods.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Earth Science: A Reference Guide
Prerequisites: K'> middle school Earth Science (or equivalent)

SCI113: Earth Science (Comprehensive)

This course provides students with a comprehensive earth science curriculum,
focusing on geology, oceanography, astronomy, weather, and climate. The program
consists of in-depth online lessons, an associated reference book, collaborative
activities, virtual laboratories, and hands-on laboratories students can conduct at
home. The course prepares students for further studies in geology, meteorology,
oceanography, and astronomy courses, and gives them practical experience in
implementing scientific methods.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Earth Science: A Reference Guide
Prerequisites: K'> middle school Life Science (or equivalent)

SCI114: Honors Earth Science

This challenging course provides students with an honors-level earth science curriculum,
focusing on geology, oceanography, astronomy, weather, and climate. The program
consists of online lessons, an associated reference book, collaborative activities, and
hands-on laboratories students can conduct at home. The course prepares students

for advanced studies in geology, meteorology, oceanography, and astronomy

courses, and gives them more sophisticated experience in implementing scientific
methods. Additional honors assignments include debates, research papers, extended
collaborative laboratories, and virtual laboratories.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Earth Science: A Reference Guide

Prerequisites: K>’ middle school Life Science (or equivalent), success in previous science
course, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI116: Earth Science (Credit Recovery)

This course provides students with a solid earth science curriculum. Students learn how
the earth works, how it changes, and its place in the universe. They become familiar with
the terminology, concepts, and practical applications of earth science and explore topics
in geology, meteorology, oceanography, astronomy, and scientific methods. Diagnostic
tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so
students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Earth Science: A Reference Guide



Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive SCIENCE
credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI202: Biology (Core)

In this course, students focus on the chemistry of living things: the cell, genetics,
evolution, the structure and function of living things, and ecology. The program
consists of online lessons including extensive animations, an associated reference book,
collaborative activities, virtual laboratories, and hands-on laboratory experiments
students can conduct at home.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Biology: A Reference Guide
Prerequisites: K middle school Life Science (or equivalent)

SCI203: Biology (Comprehensive)

In this comprehensive course, students investigate the chemistry of living things:

the cell, genetics, evolution, the structure and function of living things, and ecology.

The program consists of in-depth online lessons including extensive animations, an
associated reference book, collaborative explorations, virtual laboratories, and hands-on
laboratory experiments students can conduct at home.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Biology: A Reference Guide
Prerequisites: K'>middle school Life Science (or equivalent)

SCI204: Honors Biology

This course provides students with a challenging honors-level biology curriculum,
focusing on the chemistry of living things: the cell, genetics, evolution, the structure
and function of living things, and ecology. The program consists of advanced online
lessons including extensive animations, an associated reference book, collaborative
explorations, and hands-on laboratory experiments students can conduct at home.
Honors activities include debates, research papers, extended collaborative laboratories,
and virtual laboratories.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Biology: A Reference Guide

Prerequisites: K'> middle school Life Science (or equivalent), success in previous science
course, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI206: Biology (Credit Recovery)

Topics include the scientific method, characteristics of living things, energy, organic
compounds, and water. Students review the structure and function of living things, the
cell, genetics, DNA, RNA, and proteins. They review evolution and natural selection;
digestive, respiratory, nervous, reproductive, and muscular systems; and ecology and
the environment. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate
individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Biology: A Reference Guide

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit and teacher/school counselor recommendation




SCI302: Chemistry (Core)

This course surveys all key areas of chemistry, including atomic structure, chemical
bonding and reactions, solutions, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, organic chemistry,
and nuclear chemistry. The course includes direct online instruction, virtual laboratories,
and related assessments, used with a problem-solving book.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Chemistry: Problems and Solutions;

Prerequisites: K'> middle school Physical Science or SCI102: Physical Science and
satisfactory grasp of algebra basics, evidenced by success in MTH122: Algebra |
(or equivalent)

SCI303: Chemistry (Comprehensive)

This comprehensive course gives students a solid basis to move on to future studies.
The course provides an in-depth survey of all key areas, including atomic structure,
chemical bonding and reactions, solutions, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, organic
chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. The course includes direct online instruction, virtual
laboratories, and related assessments, used with a problem-solving book.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Chemistry: Problems and Solutions

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of either K'? middle school Physical Science
or SCI102: Physical Science and solid grasp of algebra basics, evidenced by success in
MTH122: Algebra | (or equivalents)

SCI304: Honors Chemistry

This advanced course gives students a solid basis to move on to more advanced
courses. The challenging course surveys all key areas, including atomic structure,
chemical bonding and reactions, solutions, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, organic
chemistry, and nuclear chemistry, enhanced with challenging model problems and
assessments. Students complete community-based written research projects, treat
aspects of chemistry that require individual research and reporting, and participate in
online threaded discussions.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Chemistry: Problems and Solutions; Chemistry: A Laboratory Guide
Prerequisites: Success in previous science course, MTH123 or MTH124 (Honors):
Algebra | (or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI306: Chemistry (Credit Recovery)

Students review concepts of matter, energy, the metric system, and the scientific
method. Other topics include the atom; the periodic table; ionic and covalent bonds;
chemical reactions; stoichiometry; gases, liquids, and solids; solutions; and acids and
bases. Students review chemical thermodynamics; reaction rates and system equilibria;
electrochemical processes; organic chemistry and biochemistry; and nuclear chemistry.
Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate individualized study
plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Chemistry: Problems and Solutions




Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive SCIENCE
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI403: Physics (Comprehensive)

This course provides a comprehensive survey of all key areas: physical systems,
measurement, kinematics, dynamics, momentum, energy, thermodynamics, waves,
electricity, and magnetism, and introduces students to modern physics topics such as
quantum theory and the atomic nucleus. The course gives students a solid basis to move
on to more advanced courses later in their academic careers. The program consists of
online instruction, virtual laboratories, and related assessments, plus an associated
problem-solving book.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Physics: Problems and Solutions

Prerequisites: MTH303: Algebra Il and MTH403: Pre-Calculus/Trigonometry
(or equivalents)

SCI404: Honors Physics

This advanced course surveys all key areas: physical systems, measurement, kinematics,
dynamics, momentum, energy, thermodynamics, waves, electricity, and magnetism,
and introduces students to modern physics topics such as quantum theory and the
atomic nucleus. Additional honors assignments include debates, research papers,
extended collaborative laboratories, and virtual laboratories. The course gives a solid
basis for moving on to more advanced college physics courses. The program consists

of online instruction, virtual laboratories, and related assessments, plus an associated
problem-solving book.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Physics: Problems and Solutions

Prerequisites: MTH303 or MTH304 (Honors): Algebra Il and MTH403: Pre-Calculus/
Trigonometry (or equivalents) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI500: AP Biology

This course guides students to a deeper understanding of biological concepts including
the diversity and unity of life, energy and the processes of life, homeostasis, and genetics.
Students learn about regulation, communication, and signaling in living organisms, as well
as interactions of biological systems. Students carry out a number of learning activities,
including readings, interactive exercises, extension activities, hands-on laboratory
experiments, and practice assessments. These activities are designed to help students
gain an understanding of the science process and critical-thinking skills necessary to
answer questions on the AP Biology Exam. The content aligns to the sequence of topics
recommended by the College Board.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Common household materials for labs

Prerequisites: Success in SCI204: Honors Biology, SCI304: Honors Chemistry, SCI124:
Honors Algebra | (or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation
required; success in SCI304: Honors Algebra Il highly recommended




SCIENCE

SCI510: AP Chemistry

Students solve chemical problems by using mathematical formulation principles and
chemical calculations in addition to laboratory experiments. They build on their general
understanding of chemical principles and engage in a more in-depth study of the nature
and reactivity of matter. Students first focus on the structure of atoms, molecules,

and ions, and then go on to analyze the relationship between molecular structure and
chemical and physical properties. To investigate this relationship, students examine the
molecular composition of common substances and learn to transform them through
chemical reactions with increasingly predictable outcomes. Students prepare for the AP
exam. The course content aligns to the sequence of topics recommended by the College
Board and to widely used textbooks.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Inquiries into Chemistry by Abraham and Pavelich, 3rd ed.; Texas Instruments
T1-84 Plus graphing calculator or one of similar capabilities and—if hands-on labs are
required—materials for lab experiments must be acquired by students

Prerequisites: Success in SCI304: Honors Chemistry and MTH304: Honors Algebra Il (or
equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI520: AP Physics B

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level survey course, but does
not require proficiency in calculus. Students focus on five general areas: Newtonian
mechanics, thermal physics, electricity and magnetism, waves and optics, and atomic
and nuclear physics. Students gain an understanding of the core principles of physics
and then apply them to problem-solving exercises. They learn how to measure the mass
of a planet without weighing it, find out how electricity makes a motor turn, and learn
how opticians know how to shape lenses for glasses. Students prepare for the AP exam
and for further study in science and engineering.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Schaum’s Outline of College Physics by Bueche and Hecht, 10th ed.; Texas
Instruments T1-84 Plus graphing calculator or one of similar capabilities and—if hands-
on labs are required—materials for lab experiments must be acquired by students
Prerequisites: Success in MTH304: Honors Algebra Il, MTH403: Pre-Calculus/
Trigonometry (or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SCI530-AVT: AP Environmental Science

This course—the equivalent of an introductory college-level course—examines the
interrelationships of the natural world. Students identify and analyze environmental
problems and their effects, and evaluate the effectiveness of proposed solutions. They
learn to think like environmental scientists: making predictions based on observations,
writing hypothesis, designing and completing field studies and experiments, and reaching
conclusions based on the analysis of data derived from these experiments. Students apply
the concepts of environmental science to their everyday experiences and current issues

in science, politics, and society. Students participate in guided inquiry, student-centered
learning, and critical thinking, and leave the course prepared for the AP exam and further
study in environmental science.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections, and Solutions, 16th ed



Prerequisites: Success in two years of laboratory sciences in the following (or
equivalents): usually SCI204 or SCI500 (AP): Biology, or Life Science, and either SCI304
or SCI510 (AP): Chemistry or SCI404 or SCI520 (AP): Physics; and MTH124: Honors
Algebra |; SCIM4: Honors Earth Science is recommended, and teacher/school counselor
recommendation

SCIo010: Environmental Science (Elective)

This course surveys key topic areas including the application of scientific process to
environmental analysis; ecology; energy flow; ecological structures; earth systems;
and atmospheric, land, and water science. Topics also include the management

of natural resources and analysis of private and governmental decisions involving
the environment. Students explore actual case studies and conduct five hands-on,
unit-long research activities, learning that political and private decisions about
the environment and the use of resources require accurate application of scientific
processes, including proper data collection and responsible conclusions.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Success in previous high school science course and teacher/school
counselor recommendation

SCI030: Forensic Science (Elective)

This course surveys key topics in forensic science, including the

application of the scientific process to forensic analysis, procedures and principles of
crime scene investigation, physical and trace evidence, and the law and courtroom
procedures from the perspective of the forensic scientist. Through online lessons,
virtual and hands-on labs, and analysis of fictional crime scenarios, students learn
about forensic tools, technical resources, forming and testing hypotheses, proper
data collection, and responsible conclusions.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Successful completion of at least two years of high school science
including SCI203: Biology (or equivalent); SCI303: Chemistry is highly recommended

SCIENCE

HST102: World History (Core)

In this survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, students focus on

the key developments and events that have shaped civilization across time. The
course is organized chronologically and, within broad eras, regionally. Lessons address
developments in religion, philosophy, the arts, science and technology, and political
history. The course also introduces geography concepts and skills within the context
of the historical narrative. Online lessons and assessments complement World History:
Our Human Story, a textbook written and published by K'2. Students analyze primary
sources and maps, create timelines, and complete other projects—practicing historical
thinking and writing skills as they explore the broad themes and big ideas of human
history.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: World History: Our Human Story

Prerequisites: K'> middle school American History A, World History A or World History B
(or equivalents)

HISTORY &
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HST103: World History (Comprehensive)

In this comprehensive survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times,
students focus in depth on the developments and events that have shaped civilization
across time. The course is organized chronologically and, within broad eras, regionally.
Lessons address developments in religion, philosophy, the arts, science and technology,
and political history. The course also introduces geography concepts and skills within
the context of the historical narrative. Online lessons and assessments complement
World History: Our Human Story, a textbook written and published by K'2. Students are
challenged to consider topics in depth as they analyze primary sources and maps, create
timelines, and complete other projects—practicing historical thinking and writing skills
as they explore the broad themes and big ideas of human history.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: World History: Our Human Story

Prerequisites: K'> middle school American History A, World History A or World History B
(or equivalents)

HST104: Honors World History

In this challenging survey of world history from prehistoric to modern times, students
focus in-depth on the developments and events that have shaped civilization across
time. The course is organized chronologically and, within broad eras, regionally.
Lessons address developments in religion, philosophy, the arts, science and technology,
and political history. The course also introduces geography concepts and skills within
the context of the historical narrative. Online lessons and assessments complement
World History: Our Human Story, a textbook written and published by K'2. Students are
challenged to consider topics in depth as they analyze primary sources and maps, create
timelines, and complete other projects—practicing advanced historical thinking and
writing skills as they explore the broad themes and big ideas of human history. Students
complete an independent honors project each semester.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: World History: Our Human Story

Prerequisites: K> middle school American History A, World History A or World History B
(or equivalents)

HST106: World History (Credit Recovery)

This course traces the development of civilizations around the world from prehistory to
the present, with a special emphasis on key periods and primary sources. The course
covers major events in world history, including the development and influence of
human-geographic relationships, political and social structures, economics, science and
technology, and the arts. Students investigate the major religions and belief systems
throughout history and learn about the importance of trade and cultural exchange.

Other topics include the development of agriculture, the spread of democracy, the rise of
nation-states, the industrial era, the spread of imperialism, and the issues and conflicts of
the twentieth century. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and generate
individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation



HST202: Modern World Studies (Core)

Students trace the history of the world from approximately 1870 to the present. They
begin with a look back at events leading up to 1914, including the Second Industrial
Revolution and the imperialism that accompanied it. Their focus then shifts to the
contemporary era, including two world wars, the Great Depression, and global Cold
War tensions. Students examine both the staggering problems and astounding
accomplishments of the twentieth century, with a focus on political and social history.
Students also explore topics in physical and human geography, and investigate issues
of concern in the contemporary world. Online lessons help students organize study,
explore topics, review in preparation for assessments, and practice skills of historical
thinking and analysis. Activities include analyzing primary sources and maps, creating
timelines, completing projects and written assignments, and conducting independent
research.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Human Odyssey, Volume 3

Prerequisites: HST102: World History, K middle school Intermediate World History A
and B (or equivalents)

HST203: Modern World Studies (Comprehensive)

In this comprehensive course, students follow the history of the world from
approximately 1870 to the present. They begin with a study of events leading

up to 1914, including the Second Industrial Revolution and the imperialism that
accompanied it. Their focus then shifts to the contemporary era, including two world
wars, the Great Depression, and global Cold War tensions. Students examine both
the staggering problems and astounding accomplishments of the twentieth century,
with a focus on political and social history. Students also explore topics in physical
and human geography, and investigate issues of concern in the contemporary world.
Online lessons help students organize study, explore topics, review in preparation
for assessments, and practice sophisticated skills of historical thinking and analysis.
Activities include analyzing primary sources and maps, creating timelines, completing
projects and written assignments, and conducting independent research.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Human Odyssey, Volume 3

Prerequisites: HST103: World History, K2 middle school Intermediate World History A
and B (or equivalents)

HST204: Honors Modern World Studies

In this advanced course, students investigate the history of the world from
approximately 1870 to the present. They begin with an analysis of events leading up to
1914, including the Second Industrial Revolution and the imperialism that accompanied
it. Their focus then shifts to the contemporary era, including two world wars, the
Great Depression, and global Cold War tensions. Students undertake an in-depth
examination of both the staggering problems and astounding accomplishments of the
twentieth century, with a focus on political and social history. Students also explore
advanced topics in physical and human geography, and investigate issues of concern
in the contemporary world. Activities include analyzing primary sources and maps,
creating timelines, completing projects and written assignments, and conducting
research. Students complete independent projects each semester.

Course Length: Two semesters

HISTORY &
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Materials: The Human Odyssey, Volume 3

Prerequisites: HST103: World History, K? middle school Intermediate World History
A and B (or equivalents), success in previous social studies course, and teacher/school
counselor recommendation

HST206: Modern World Studies (Credit Recovery)

Students review the history of the world from approximately 1870 to the present.

The course begins with a look back at events leading up to 1914, including the Second
Industrial Revolution and imperialism. Their focus then shifts to the contemporary era,
including the World Wars, the Great Depression, and global Cold War tensions. Students
also explore topics in physical and human geography, and investigate issues of concern
in the contemporary world. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and
generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Human Odyssey, Volume 3

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit; teacher/school counselor recommendation required

HST212: Geography and World Cultures (Core)

This one-semester course introduces students to the countless ways in which
geography influences human relationships, politics, society, economics, science,
technology, and the arts. Special emphasis is placed on the way geographically
derived information is expressed in maps, charts, and graphs in order to teach
students how to analyze and create such documents.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST102: World History (or equivalent) is recommended, but not required

HST213: Geography and World Cultures (Comprehensive)

This one-semester course uses geographic features to explore how human
relationships, political and social structures, economics, science, technology, and the
arts have developed and influenced life in countries around the world. Throughout the
course, students learn how to read maps, charts, and graphs rigorously and critically—
and how to create them. Examining the intersection of culture and geography, students
discover how a mountain in the distance can inspire national policymakers, civil
engineers, or poets; how a river triggers the activity of bridge builders, shipbuilders, and
merchants alike; and how the sound of a busy Cairo street can inspire sociologists and
musicians. Students come to understand how the drama of human history and cultural
encounters—affecting land, natural resources, religious dominance, and more—is
played out on the geographical stage

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST103: World History (or equivalent) is recommended, but not required

HST216-AVT: Geography (Credit Recovery)

This course examines a broad range of geographical perspectives covering all of the
major regions of the world. Students clearly see the similarities and differences among
the regions as they explore the locations and physical characteristics, including absolute
and relative location, climate, and significant geographical features. They look at each



region from cultural, economic, and political perspectives, and closely examine the
human impact on each region. Students take diagnostic tests that assess their current
knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that
need review. Audio readings and vocabulary lists in English and Spanish support reading
comprehension.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit; teacher/school counselor recommendation required

HST302: U.S. History (Core)

This course is a full-year survey that provides students with a view of American history
from the first migrations of nomadic people to North America to recent events. Readings
are drawn from K'’s The American Odyssey: A History of the United States. Online lessons
help students organize their study, explore topics, review in preparation for assessments,
and practice skills of historical thinking and analysis. Activities include analyzing primary
sources and maps, creating timelines, completing projects and written assignments, and
conducting independent research.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States

Prerequisites: K'> middle school Intermediate World History B or HST102: World History
(or equivalents)

HST303: U.S. History (Comprehensive)

This course is a full-year survey that provides students with a comprehensive view of
American history from the first migrations of nomadic people to North America to recent
events. Readings are drawn from K'?’s The American Odyssey: A History of the United
States. Online lessons help students organize their study, explore topics in depth, review in
preparation for assessments, and practice skills of historical thinking and analysis. Activities
include analyzing primary sources and maps, creating time lines, completing projects and
written assignments, and conducting independent research.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States
Prerequisites: HST103: World History or HST203: Modern World Studies (or equivalents)

HST304: Honors U.S. History

This course is a challenging full-year survey that provides students with a
comprehensive view of American history from the first migrations of nomadic people to
North America to recent events. Readings are drawn from K'?’s The American Odyssey:
A History of the United States. Online lessons help students organize their study, explore
topics in depth, review in preparation for assessments, and practice advanced skills of
historical thinking and analysis. Activities include analyzing primary sources and maps,
creating timelines, completing projects and written assignments, and conducting
independent research. Students complete independent projects each semester.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States

Prerequisites: HST103 or HST104 (Honors): World History, or HST203 or HST204
(Honors): Modern World Studies (or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor
recommendation
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HST306: U.S. History (Credit Recovery)

Students review the rise of European nations and the Age of Exploration; the

founding of the American colonies; the American Revolution; and the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution. Other topics include
the Civil War, migration across the Great Plains, immigration to American shores, and
the rise of new ways of manufacturing. Students review the early years of the modern
age and the rise of modern cities and our modern political system; the World Wars;

the Depression and the New Deal; the Cold War; Vietnam; the opposing ideologies

of conservatives and liberals; September 11; and the resultant changes in American
foreign and domestic policies. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and
generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST312: Modern U.S. History (Core)

This course is a full-year survey that provides students with a view of American
history from the industrial revolution of the late nineteenth century to recent events.
Readings are drawn from K'?’s The American Odyssey: A History of the United States.
Online lessons help students organize study, explore topics, review in preparation for
assessments, and practice skills of historical thinking and analysis. Activities include
analyzing primary sources and maps, creating timelines, completing projects and
written assignments, and conducting independent research.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States
Prerequisites: K middle school American History A and American History B
(or equivalents)

HST313: Modern U.S. History (Comprehensive)

This course is a full-year survey that provides students with a comprehensive view

of American history from the industrial revolution of the late nineteenth century to
recent events. Readings are drawn from K'?’s The American Odyssey: A History of the
United States. Online lessons help students organize study, explore topics in-depth,
review in preparation for assessments, and practice skills of historical thinking and
analysis. Activities include analyzing primary sources and maps, creating timelines,
completing projects and written assignments, and conducting independent research.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States
Prerequisites: K> middle school American History A and American History B
(or equivalents)

HST314: Honors Modern U.S. History

This course is a challenging full-year survey that provides students with a
comprehensive view of American history from the industrial revolution of the late
nineteenth century to recent events. Readings are drawn from K'?’s The American
Odyssey: A History of the United States. Online lessons help students organize study,



explore topics in depth, review in preparation for assessments, and practice advanced
skills of historical thinking and analysis. Activities include analyzing primary sources and
maps, creating timelines, completing projects and written assignments, and conducting
independent research. Students complete independent projects each semester.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States
Prerequisites: K> middle school American History A and American History B
(or equivalents) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST316: Modern U.S. History (Credit Recovery)

Students review American history from the industrial revolution of the late nineteenth
century to recent events. They review how the American system of government works
under the United States Constitution; federalism; settlement of the Great American
West; issues of immigration and urban life; and the hopes, demands, and challenges
African-Americans and women faced as they sought equality. Other topics include the
World Wars; the American Dream; the Civil Rights movement; Vietnam; Watergate;
Reaganomics; the collapse of the Soviet Union; immigration trends; the Clinton years;
and the new millennium. Diagnostic tests assess students’ current knowledge and
generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Odyssey: A History of the United States

Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST402: U.S. Government and Politics (Core)

This course uses the perspective of political institutions to explore government history,
organization, and functions. Students encounter the political culture of our country from
the Declaration of Independence to the present day, gaining insight into the challenges
faced by presidents, members of Congress, and other political participants. The course
also covers the roles of political parties, interest groups, the media, and the Supreme
Court. Students learn to use primary historical documents as evidence in evaluating past
events and government functions.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST302: U.S. History (or equivalent) is recommended,
but not required

HST403: U.S. Government and Politics (Comprehensive)

This course studies the history, organization, and functions of the United States
government. Beginning with the Declaration of Independence and continuing through to
the present day, students explore the relationship between individual Americans and our
governing bodies. Students take a close look at the political culture of our country and
gain insight into the challenges faced by citizens, elected government officials, political
activists, and others. Students also learn about the roles of political parties, interest
groups, the media, and the Supreme Court, and discuss their own views on current
political issues.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST303: U.S. History (or equivalent) is recommended, but not required
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SOCIAL STUDIES HST406-AVT: American Government
(Credit Recovery)

This course is the study of the historical backgrounds, governing principles, and
institutions of the government of the United States. The focus is on the principles and
beliefs upon which the United States was founded and on the structure, functions,
and powers of government at the national level. The principles of popular sovereignty,
separation of powers, checks and balances, republicanism, federalism, and individual
rights are examined as well as the roles of individuals and groups in the American
political system. Students compare the American system of government with

other modern systems and assess the strengths and problems associated with the
American system. Students take diagnostic tests that assess their current knowledge
and generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need
review. Audio readings and vocabulary lists in English and Spanish support reading
comprehension.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST412: U.S. and Global Economics (Core)

This course in economic principles uses real-world simulations to teach the issues
faced by producers, consumers, investors, and taxpayers in the U.S. and around the
world. Topics include markets; supply and demand; theories of early economic thinkers;
theories of value; money; the role of banks, investment houses, and the Federal
Reserve; and other fundamental features of capitalism. A survey of current issues in
American and global markets rounds out the course.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST402: U.S. Government and Politics (or equivalent) is recommended, but
not required

HST413: U.S. and Global Economics (Comprehensive)

In this course on economic principles, students explore choices they face as producers,
consumers, investors, and taxpayers. Students apply what they learn to real-world
simulation problems. Topics of study include markets from historic and contemporary
perspectives; supply and demand; theories of early economic philosophers such as
Adam Smith and David Ricardo; theories of value; money (what it is, how it evolved, the
role of banks, investment houses, and the Federal Reserve); Keynesian economics; how
capitalism functions, focusing on productivity, wages, investment, and growth; issues
of capitalism, such as unemployment, inflation, and the national debt; and a survey of
markets in such areas as China, Europe, and the Middle East.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST403: U.S. Government and Politics (or equivalent) is recommended,
but not required

HST416-AVT: Economics (Credit Recovery)

Students are introduced to the basics of economic principles, and learn how to think like
an economist. They explore different economic systems, including the American free
enterprise system, analyze and interpret data, and consider economic applications in



today’s world. From economics in the world of business, money, banking, and finance,
students see how economics is applied both domestically and globally. Students take
diagnostic tests that assess their current knowledge and generate individualized study
plans, so students can focus on topics that need review. Audio readings and vocabulary
lists in English and Spanish support reading comprehension.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST500: AP U.S. History

Students explore and analyze the economic, political, and social transformation

of the United States since the time of the first European encounters. Students are

asked to master not only the wide array of factual information necessary to do well

on the AP exam, but also to practice skills of critical analysis of historical information

and documents. Students read primary and secondary source materials and analyze
problems presented by historians to gain insight into challenges of interpretation and the
ways in which historical events have shaped American society and culture. The content
aligns to the sequence of topics recommended by the College Board and to widely used
textbooks. Students prepare for the AP exam.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: America: A Narrative History by Tindall et al., 7th ed.

Prerequisites: Success in previous history course and teacher/school counselor
recommendation

HST510: AP U.S. Government and Politics

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. Students explore
the operations and structure of the U.S. government and the behavior of the electorate
and politicians. Students gain the analytical perspective necessary to evaluate

political data, hypotheses, concepts, opinions, and processes and learn how to gather
data about political behavior and develop their own theoretical analysis of American
politics. Students also build the skills they need to examine general propositions about
government and politics, and to analyze specific relationships between political, social,
and economic institutions. Students prepare for the AP exam and for further study in
political science, law, education, business, and history.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, 4th ed.; American Government
by Lowi et al., 10th ed.

Prerequisites: Success in HST304: Honors U.S. History (or equivalent) and teacher/
school counselor recommendation

HST520: AP Macroeconomics

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. Students learn why
and how the world economy can change from month to month, how to identify trends
in our economy, and how to use those trends to develop performance measures and
predictors of economic growth or decline. Students also examine how individuals and
institutions are influenced by employment rates, government spending, inflation, taxes,
and production. Students prepare for the AP exam and for further study in business,
political science, and history.

HISTORY &
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Course Length: One semester

Materials: Macroeconomics for Today, 4th Ed., ISBN: 0-324-30197-9
Prerequisites: Success in MTH304: Honors Algebra Il (or equivalent)
and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST530: AP Microeconomics

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. Students explore
the behavior of individuals and businesses as they exchange goods and services in

the marketplace. Students learn why the same product can cost different amounts at
different stores, in different cities, and at different times. Students also learn to spot
patterns in economic behavior and learn how to use those patterns to explain buyer
and seller behavior under various conditions. Lessons promote an understanding of the
nature and function of markets, the role of scarcity and competition, the influence of
factors such as interest rates on business decisions, and the role of government in the
economy. Students prepare for the AP exam and for further study in business, history,
and political science.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: Microeconomics for Today, 4th Ed., ISBN: 0-324-30192-8
Prerequisites: Success in MTH304: Honors Algebra Il (or equivalent)
and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST540: AP Psychology

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. Students receive
an overview of current psychological research methods and theories. They explore the
therapies used by professional counselors and clinical psychologists, and examine the
reasons for normal human reactions: how people learn and think, the process of human
development and human aggression, altruism, intimacy, and self-reflection. They study
core psychological concepts, such as the brain and sensory functions, and learn to
gauge human reactions, gather information, and form meaningful syntheses. Students
prepare for the AP Exam and for further studies in psychology and life sciences.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: Psychology by David G. Myers, 9th ed.

Prerequisites: Success in SCI204: Honors Biology (or equivalent)
and teacher/school counselor recommendation

HST550: AP European History

This course is the equivalent of an introductory college-level course. It explores political,
diplomatic, social, economic, cultural, and intellectual themes in European history from
1450 to the present. Students cultivate higher-order thinking and writing skills that are
assessed through essays, various writing activities, quizzes, and tests. They apply their
historical analysis during threaded discussions, mock trials, and an Enlightenment Salon.
The course scope and rigor helps prepare students for the AP European History Exam
along with further study in the humanities.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Success in previous history course and teacher/school counselor
recommendation



HST560: AP World History

This course spans the Neolithic age to the present in a rigorous academic format
organized by chronological periods and viewed through fundamental concepts and
course themes. Students analyze the causes and processes of continuity and change
across historical periods. Themes include human-environment interaction, cultures,
expansion and conflict, political and social structures, and economic systems. In
addition to mastering historical content, students cultivate historical thinking skills
that involve crafting arguments based on evidence, identifying causation, comparing
and supplying context for events and phenomenon, and developing historical
interpretation.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Siddhartha by Herman Hesse, King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror,
and Heroism in Colonial Africa by Adam Hochschild

Prerequisites: Success in previous history course and teacher/school counselor
recommendation

HST010-APL: Anthropology (Elective)

Anthropologists research the characteristics and origins of the cultural, social, and
physical development of humans and consider why some cultures change and others
come to an end. In this course, students are introduced to the five main branches of
anthropology: physical, cultural, linguistic, social, and archeological. Through instruction
and their own investigation and analysis, students explore these topics, considering their
relationship to other social sciences such as history, geography, sociology, economics,
political science, and psychology. Emulating professional anthropologists, students apply
their knowledge and observational skills to the real-life study of cultures in the United
States and around the world. The content in this course meets or exceeds the standards of
the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS).

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST103: World History (or equivalent) recommended as a prerequisite or
co-requisite, but not required

HST020-AVT: Psychology (Elective)

In this introductory course, students explore why people think and act the way they do.
Topics include key terms, the major concepts and theories of psychology, and ethical
standards that govern psychological research. Students develop critical thinking skills to
evaluate theories and current research, learn how psychological principles apply to their
own lives, and build on reading, writing, and discussion skills.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

HST030-AVT: Economics (Elective)

Economics is the study of how societies use limited resources to satisfy

their unlimited wants and needs. It is the foundation of this course as students learn
how fundamental decisions about the four factors of production—land, labor, capital,
and entrepreneurship—are made. Key topics covered include: law of supply and
demand, saving, borrowing, and spending, the Federal Reserve System and the money
supply, and the role of government in an open market economy.

HISTORY &
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Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

HST040-AVT: Civics (Elective)

This course provides the learner with a basic understanding of civic life, politics, and
government. It covers a short history of the foundation and development of government,
the rights that the American government guarantees its citizens, and a survey of the
duties and responsibilities American citizens must exercise in order to maintain their
government. It introduces the workings of our political systems; the relationship of city,
state, and national governments; and the history and advantages of America’s two
political parties.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

HST050-AVT: Sociology (Elective)

This course offers a study of human relationships in society. Students explore concepts of
society, culture, and social structure. They examine social institutions, including families,
religion, and education; and investigate the influence of government and economic
systems. They study development over childhood, adolescence, and the adult years. They
also examine social problems, including discrimination, poverty, and crime.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

HST222-AVT: Contemporary World Issues (Elective)

In this course, students address modern global issues. They begin with the perspective

of the United States, then compare it with views from the international community,
including Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, and the Middle East. Students
apply reasoning and research skills to analysis of global economies, politics, cultures,
religions, the environment, technology and industry, and human and civil rights. Through
this course, they come to understand both the challenges and the hope for progress in the
modern world.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

WORLD
LANGUAGES

WLG100: Spanish I

Students begin their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four
key areas of world language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary,
not only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral
production. Vocabulary and grammar topics are introduced in an ongoing adventure
story that prompts students to use skills from all four language-learning areas.
Students learn fundamental grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language.
Cultural information covers major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas.
Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep students interested, and make learning
languages exciting.



Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Vox Everyday Spanish and English Dictionary

Note: Students who have already succeeded in middle school Spanish 2 should
enroll in Spanish Il rather than in Spanish |.

WLG106-AVT: Spanish I (Credit Recovery)

This course provides students with instruction in the basics of learning the language of
Spanish. The course also introduces basic and stem-changing verbs and their formation
and use in the present tense. Students learn about interrogatives, question formation,
adjectives, possessives, prepositions, and other grammatical structures. Students also
become acquainted with the Spanish-speaking countries of the world and their cultures.
Students take diagnostic tests that assess their current knowledge and generate
individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics that need review.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent,
but did not receive credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

WLG200: Spanish II

In this continuing introduction to Spanish, students deepen their focus on four key skills
in world language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.
A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while activities prompt
students to analyze meaning from context, and then to reproduce new vocabulary

in real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and idiomatic expressions are also
introduced. As in Spanish |, students learn grammar through supplemental texts that
supply traditional charts, tables, and explanations. Cultural information addresses
Spanish as itis used around the globe. Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep
students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Vox Everyday Spanish and English Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG100: Spanish |, middle school Spanish 1and 2 (or equivalents)

WLG300: Spanish III

Intermediate Spanish students who have a strong base of vocabulary, speaking, and
listening skills reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. Through games
and compelling stories, students learn advanced grammar and vocabulary, with an
emphasis on correct accents and comprehension of real-world native speech. Error-
recognition technology helps students eliminate common mistakes from their speaking
and writing. Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep students interested, and make
learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Vox Everyday Spanish and English Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG200: Spanish Il (or equivalent)

WLG400-AVT: Spanish IV

Students continue to sharpen listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. They learn
to express themselves using an ever-increasing vocabulary, present- and past-tense
verbs, articles, and adjectives. Grammar is introduced and practiced with a variety of

WORLD
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LANGUAGES learning sftyles in rrAnndA Throughogt the course, s.tudents eAxper|ence the culture, people,
geographical locations, and histories of the Spanish-speaking world.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Vox Everyday Spanish and English Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG300: Spanish Il (or equivalent)

WLG500: AP Spanish Language

In AP Spanish Language, students perfect their Spanish speaking, listening, reading, and
writing skills. They study vocabulary, grammar, and cultural aspects of the language, and
apply what they’ve learned in extensive written and spoken exercises. By the end of the
course, students will have an expansive vocabulary and a solid working knowledge of all
Spanish verb forms and tenses. The equivalent of a college-level language course, AP
Spanish Language prepares students for the AP exam and for further study of Spanish
language, culture, and literature.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Vox Everyday Spanish and English Dictionary
Prerequisites: Strong success in WLG300: Spanish llI, or success in WLG400-AVT:
Spanish IV (or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation

WLG110: French I

Students begin their introduction to French with fundamental building blocks in four

key areas of world language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary, not
only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral production.
An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary and grammar topics, and prompts
students to use skills from the four language-learning areas. Students learn fundamental
grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language. Engaging graphics, videos, and
games keep students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Larousse Student French-English/English-French Dictionary
Prerequisites: None

Note: Students who have already succeeded in middle school French 2 should enroll in French I
rather than in French |.

WLG210: French II

In this continuing introduction to French, students deepen their focus on four key skills
in world language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.
A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while activities prompt
students to analyze meaning from context, and then to reproduce new vocabulary items
in functional real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and idiomatic expressions
are also introduced. As in French |, students learn grammar through supplemental texts
that supply traditional charts, tables, and explanations. Engaging graphics, videos, and
games keep students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Larousse Student French-English/English-French Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG110: French |, middle school French 1and 2 (or equivalents)



WLG310: French III

Intermediate French students who have a strong base of vocabulary, speaking, and
listening skills reach a new level of mastery and fluency in this course. Through games
and compelling stories, students learn advanced grammar and vocabulary, with an
emphasis on correct accents and comprehension of real-world native speech. Error-
recognition technology helps students eliminate common mistakes from their speaking
and writing. Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep students interested, and make
learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Larousse Student French-English/English-French Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG210: French Il (or equivalent)

WLG410-AVT: French IV

Students continue to sharpen listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. They

learn to express themselves using an expanding vocabulary; present, past, future and
conditional verbs; articles; adjectives; and increasingly complex grammatical structures.
Grammar is introduced and practiced with a variety of learning styles in mind.
Throughout the course, students experience the culture, people, geographical locations,
and histories of the French-speaking world.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Larousse Student French-English/English-
French Dictionary

Prerequisites: WLG310: French Ill (or equivalent)

WLG510: AP French Language

In AP French Language, students apply their French grammar and vocabulary
knowledge and their listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills to a wide variety of
real-world contexts. Students learn to speak fluently and accurately, write sophisticated
compositions, and comprehend native speakers. The equivalent of a college-level
language course, AP French Language prepares students for the AP exam and for further
study of French language, culture, and literature.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Larousse Student French-English/English-French Dictionary

Prerequisites: Strong success in WLG310: French Ill, or success in WLG410-AVT: French IV
(or equivalents), and teacher/school counselor recommendation

WLG120: German I

Students begin their introduction to German with fundamental building blocks in four
key areas of world language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and
writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and basic vocabulary, not
only in written form but also through ear training that leads quickly to oral production.
An ongoing adventure story introduces vocabulary and grammar topics, and

prompts students to use skills from the four language-learning areas. Students learn
fundamental grammar as embedded in authentic spoken language. Engaging graphics,
videos, and games keep students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters

WORLD
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LANGUAGES Materials: Larousse German Dictionary
Prerequisites: None

Note: Students who have already succeeded in middle school German 2 should enroll in German Il
rather than in German |.

WLG220: German II

In this continuing introduction to German, students deepen their focus on four key skills
in world language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.

A continuing storyline introduces and reinforces new vocabulary, while activities prompt
students to analyze meaning from context, and then to reproduce new vocabulary items
in functional real-life oral expression. Additional verb tenses and idiomatic expressions
are also introduced. As in German |, students learn grammar through supplemental texts
supplying traditional charts, tables, and explanations. Engaging graphics, videos, and
games keep students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Larousse German Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG120: German |, middle school German 1and 2 (or equivalents)

WLG320-AVT: German III

Students build on their German-language skills, learning vocabulary and grammatical
concepts to participate in meaningful conversations. They learn cultural information
about numerous aspects of life (present and past) in German-speaking countries.
Course strategies include warm-up activities, vocabulary study, reading, threaded
discussions, multi-media presentations, self-checks, practice activities and games, oral
and written assignments, projects, quizzes, and exams.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Larousse German Dictionary
Prerequisites: WL.G220: German Il (or equivalent)

WLG420-AVT: German IV

Students continue to sharpen their reading, writing, and listening skills. They practice
critical thinking and express themselves on topics relevant to German culture. They learn
vocabulary, grammar skills, and cultural competency to express themselves on a variety of
topics in German. The course includes authentic texts, current culture, and literature from
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Throughout the course, students learn about German
history and multiculturalism as well as German scientists, artists, writers, and inventors.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Larousse German Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG320-AVT: German Ill (or equivalent)

WLG130: Latin I

This introduction to Latin clarifies the traditionally difficult aspects of the language
through vocabulary that follows all standard Latin rules but allows students to tell
modern stories connected to a contemporary adventure. Students study familiar
vocabulary so they can bring into focus the special characteristics of Latin, notably noun
cases and declensions. They receive ongoing practice in vocabulary and grammar, which



leads to the study of post-Classical Latin, both ecclesiastical and secular, as embodied in
the Vulgate Bible and medieval Latin texts. Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep
students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Bantam New College Latin & English Dictionary
Prerequisites: None

WLG230: Latin II

Students with a foundation in Latin refine their skills through compelling language
lessons, as well as historical and cultural studies. They go from the basics of Latin

to a higher level of sophistication through a learning methodology that uses games

and stories. Students concentrate on fostering their ability to read and understand
(without using a dictionary) classical Latin from a variety of authentic sources. Engaging
graphics, videos, and games keep students interested, and make learning languages
exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Bantam New College Latin & English Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG130: Latin | (or equivalent)

WLG140: Chinese I

Students use compelling stories, games, videos, and multimedia experiences in this
introduction to Mandarin Chinese. They learn the elegant simplicity of Chinese grammar
and the subtleties of Chinese pronunciation through entertaining lessons that give a
base of conversational ability and listening comprehension. Students build a foundation
for reading and writing in the Chinese language through an adaptive technology that
lets them choose an approach that works best for them. Engaging graphics, videos, and
games keep students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Oxford Beginner’s Chinese Dictionary
Prerequisites: None

Note: Students who have already succeeded in middle school Chinese 2 should enroll in
Chinese Il rather than in Chinese .

WLG240: Chinese I1

Students continue with engaging stories, games, videos, and multimedia experiences in
this second level of Mandarin Chinese. Students further their understanding of Chinese
grammar and pronunciation through lessons refining previous practice of conversational
ability and listening comprehension. Innovative cultural videos and lessons build
awareness of the rich legacy of Chinese culture. Students expand their foundation for
reading and writing in Chinese through adaptive technology, providing opportunities

to generate fun narratives, a range of well-formed sentences reflecting a solid grasp of
grammar structures, and a wide vocabulary. Engaging graphics, videos, and games keep
students interested, and make learning languages exciting.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Oxford Beginner’s Chinese Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG140: Chinese |, middle school Chinese Tand 2 (or equivalents)

WORLD
LANGUAGES




WORLD
LANGUAGES

WLG150-AVT: Japanese I

This beginning-level course introduces students to listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills through activities that are based on pedagogically proven methods of
foreign language instruction. Students learn to express themselves using an ever-
increasing vocabulary, present-form verbs, particles, and adjectives. Grammar is
introduced and practiced with a variety of learning styles in mind. Cultural information
in the course teaches students about Japanese culture, people, society, and history.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Oxfords Japanese Dictionary
Prerequisites: None

WLG250-AVT: Japanese I1I

This course focuses on successful communication through speaking, writing, reading,
and listening, as well as a thorough grounding in aspects of culture. Unit activities blend
different forms of communication and culture. Course strategies include warm-up
activities, vocabulary study, reading, threaded discussions, multi-media presentations,
self-checks, practice activities and games, oral and written assignments, projects,
quizzes, and exams.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer speakers; microphone; Oxfords Japanese Dictionary
Prerequisites: WLG150-AVT: Japanese | (or equivalent)

ELECTIVES

ARTo010: Fine Art (Elective)

This course combines art history, appreciation, and analysis, while engaging students

in hands-on creative projects. Lessons introduce major periods and movements in art
history while focusing on masterworks and the intellectual, technical, and creative
processes behind those works. Studio lessons provide opportunities for drawing, painting,
sculpting, and other creative endeavors.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: One package of white clay; one set of acrylic paint; one set of round
paintbrushes. It is recommended, but not required, that students have some means of
capturing an image of their studio art projects with a digital camera, webcam, or other
imaging device.

Prerequisites: HST103: World History (or equivalent) is recommended

as a prerequisite or co-requisite, but not required

ART020: Music Appreciation (Elective)

This course introduces students to the history, theory, and genres of music. The course
explores the history of music, from the surviving examples of rudimentary musical forms
through to contemporary pieces from around the world. The first semester covers early
musical forms, classical music, and American jazz. The second semester presents modern
traditions, including gospel, folk, soul, blues, Latin rhythms, rock and roll, and hip hop.
The course explores the relationship between music and social movements and reveals
how the emergent global society and the prominence of the Internet are making musical
forms more accessible worldwide.



To comply with certain state standards for the arts, a student “performance practicum” ELECTIVES
is required for full credit each semester. The performance practicum requirement can

be met through participation in supervised instrumental or vocal lessons, church or
community choirs, community musical performances, or any other structured program
that meets at regular intervals and provides opportunities for students to build vocal and/
or instrumental skills. Parents or guardians will be required to present their proposed
practicum to the students’ teachers for approval, and validate their children’s regular
participation in the chosen performance practicum.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Finale Notepad music notation software
Prerequisites: None

ART500-AVT: AP Art History (Elective)

This course—the equivalent of an introductory college-level course—fosters in students
an understanding and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art
forms within diverse historical and cultural contexts. They examine and critically analyze
major forms of artistic expression, past and present, from a variety of cultures. They also
learn to understand works in context, considering such issues as patronage, gender, and
the functions and effects of works of art. Students leave this course prepared for the AP
exam and for further study in art history.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; prior art training is not required

BUSO030: Personal Finance (Elective)

In this introductory finance course, students learn basic principles of economics and
best practices for managing their own finances. Students learn core skills in creating
budgets, developing long-term financial plans to meet their goals, and making
responsible choices about income and expenses. They gain a deeper understanding of
capitalism and other systems so they can better understand their role in the economy
of society. Students are inspired by experiences of finance professionals and stories of
everyday people and the choices they make to manage their money.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

MTH342 -AVT: Accounting (Elective)

In this course, students with no prior training learn fundamental accounting skills,

building an appreciation for the role of accounting in managing a profitable business. They
are given an overview of financial, cost, and management accounting; learn the basic
concepts, conventions and rules of the double entry system; and practice techniques to
analyze ratios from the balance sheet. The concepts of ethics, integrity, and confidentiality
are woven in throughout the course. Student complete this course with the skills needed
for college accounting courses—essential for Business majors—office work, or managing
their own small businesses.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None




ELECTIVES

BUSO040: Introduction to Entrepreneurship I (Elective)

In this introductory business course, students learn the basics of planning and launching
their own successful business. Whether they want to start their own money-making
business or create a non-profit to help others, this course helps students develop the
core skills they need to be successful. They learn how to come up with new business
ideas, attract investors, market their business, and manage expenses. Students hear
inspirational stories of teen entrepreneurs who have turned their ideas into reality, and
then they plan and execute their own business.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

BUS050: Introduction to Entrepreneurship II (Elective)

Students build on the business concepts they learned in Introduction to
Entrepreneurship |. They learn about sales methods, financing and credit, accounting,
pricing, and government regulations. They refine their technology and communication
skills in speaking, writing, networking, negotiating, and listening. They enhance their
employability skills by preparing job-related documents, developing interviewing
skills, and learning about hiring, firing, and managing employees. Students develop a
complete business plan and a presentation for potential investors.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: BUSO40: Introduction to Entrepreneurship | (or equivalent)

BUSO060: Introduction to Marketing I (Elective)

Students find out what it takes to market a product or service in today’s fast-paced
business environment. They learn the fundamentals of marketing using real-world
business examples. They learn about buyer behavior, marketing research principles,
demand analysis, distribution, financing, pricing, and product management.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

BUSO070: Introduction to Marketing II (Elective)

Students build on the skills and concepts learned in Introduction to Marketing | to develop
a basic understanding of marketing principles and techniques. By the end of the course,
they will have developed their own comprehensive marketing plan for a new business.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: BUSO60: Introduction to Marketing | (or equivalent)

ENGO010: Journalism (Elective)

Students are introduced to the historical importance of journalism in America.

They study the basic principles of print and online journalism as they examine the

role of printed news media in our society. They learn investigative skills, responsible
reporting, and journalistic writing techniques as they read, respond to, and write their
own news and feature articles. Students conduct interviews, research, write, and
design their own publications.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



ENGO020: Public Speaking (Elective)

Students are introduced to public speaking as an important component of their academic,
work, and social lives. They study public speaking occasions and develop skills as fair

and critical listeners, or consumers, of spoken information and persuasion. Students
study types of speeches (informative, persuasive, dramatic, and special occasion),

read and listen to models of speeches, and prepare and present their own speeches to
diverse audiences. Students learn to choose speaking topics and adapt them for specific
audiences, to research and support their ideas, and to benefit from listener feedback.
They study how to incorporate well-designed visual and multimedia aids in presentations
and how to maintain a credible presence in the digital world. Students also learn about the
ethics of public speaking and about techniques for managing communication anxiety.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Student must provide a webcam and recording software
Prerequisites: None

HST010-APL: Anthropology (Elective)

Anthropologists research the characteristics and origins of the cultural, social, and physical
development of humans and consider why some cultures change and others come to an
end. In this course, students are introduced to the five main branches of anthropology:
physical, cultural, linguistic, social, and archeological. Through instruction and their own
investigation and analysis, students explore these topics, considering their relationship to
other social sciences such as history, geography, sociology, economics, political science,
and psychology. Emulating professional anthropologists, students apply their knowledge
and observational skills to the real-life study of cultures in the United States and around the
world. The content in this course meets or exceeds the standards of the National Council
for the Social Studies (NCSS).

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: HST103: World History (or equivalent) recommended as a prerequisite or
co-requisite, but not required

HST020-AVT: Psychology (Elective)

In this introductory course, students explore why people think and act the way they do.
Topics include key terms, the major concepts and theories of psychology, and ethical
standards that govern psychological research. Students develop critical thinking skills to
evaluate theories and current research, learn how psychological principles apply to their
own lives, and build on reading, writing, and discussion skills.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

HST030-AVT: Economics (Elective)

Economics is the study of how societies use limited resources to satisfy their unlimited
wants and needs. It is the foundation of this course as students learn how fundamental
decisions about the four factors of production; land, labor, capital, and entrepreneurship
are made. Key topics covered include: law of supply and demand, saving, borrowing, and
spending, the Federal Reserve System and the money supply, and the role of government
in an open market economy.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

ELECTIVES
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HST040-AVT: Civics (Elective)

This course provides the learner with a basic understanding of civic life, politics, and
government. It covers a short history of the foundation and development of government,
the rights that the American government guarantees its citizens, and a survey of the
duties and responsibilities American citizens must exercise in order to maintain their
government. It introduces the workings of our political systems; the relationship of city,
state, and national governments; and the history and advantages of America’s two
political parties.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

HST050-AVT: Sociology (Elective)

This course offers a study of human relationships in society. Students explore concepts
of society, culture, and social structure. They examine social institutions, including
families, religion, and education; and investigate the influence of government and
economic systems. They study development over childhood, adolescence, and the adult
years. They also examine social problems, including discrimination, poverty, and crime.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

HST222-AVT: Contemporary World Issues (Elective)

In this course, students address modern global issues. They begin with the perspective

of the United States, then compare it with views from the international community,
including Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, and the Middle East. Students
apply reasoning and research skills to analysis of global economies, politics, cultures,
religions, the environment, technology and industry, and human and civil rights. Through
this course, they come to understand both the challenges and the hope for progress in the
modern world.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

PRJ010: Service Learning (Elective)

This project may be used in a variety of ways—as a stand-alone project, in conjunction
with another course, or as a foundation around which to base a one-semester course.
Anintroductory unit presents instruction on the nature of service learning. Students
are taught how to identify community needs, select projects that are meaningful to
themselves, apply practical skills, reflect on their learning experience, and behave
responsibly in a service setting. Students then move on to design and conduct service
learning experiences of their own, according to the requirements of their projects.
Documents to support teachers in guiding students through the project are included.

Project Length: Varies
Prerequisites: None

SCIo010: Environmental Science (Elective)

This course surveys key topic areas including the application of scientific process to
environmental analysis; ecology; energy flow; ecological structures; earth systems; and



atmospheric, land, and water science. Topics also include the management of natural
resources and analysis of private and governmental decisions involving the environment.
Students explore actual case studies and conduct five hands-on, unit-long research
activities, learning that political and private decisions about the environment and the use
of resources require accurate application of scientific processes, including proper data
collection and responsible conclusions.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Success in previous high school science course and teacher/school
counselor recommendation

OTHo10: Skills for Health (Elective)

This course focuses on important skills and knowledge in nutrition; physical activity;

the dangers of substance use and abuse; injury prevention and safety; growth and
development; and personal health, environmental conservation, and community health
resources. The curriculum is designed around topics and situations that engage student
discussion and motivate students to analyze internal and external influences on their
health-related decisions. The course helps students build the skills they need to protect,
enhance, and promote their own health and the health of others.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

OTHO016-AVT: Health (Credit Recovery)

Students learn to make healthy personal decisions, studying physical and mental health.
Topics include nutrition, safety, technological advances in physical health, common
mental health disorders and treatments, the dangers of substance abuse, and common
infectious and non-infectious diseases. Students leave the course with the knowledge
needed for life-long health. Students take diagnostic tests that assess their current
knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students can focus on topics
that need review. Audio readings and vocabulary lists in English and Spanish support
reading comprehension.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

OTHO080-AVT: Nutrition and Wellness (Elective)

This course introduces students to good nutrition principles needed for physical and
mental wellness. Topics include good nutrition; food safety; digestion, absorption,

and metabolism; how major nutrients are processed in the body; basic components of
carbohydrates, proteins, and fats; the roles of vitamins, minerals, and fluids; physical
fitness and athletic performance; stress; and wellness and nutrition principles throughout
the human life cycle. Application to today’s food and eating trends plus learning to assess
for reliable nutrition information are emphasized.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

ELECTIVES




ELECTIVES

OTHO020: Physical Education (Elective)

This pass/fail course combines online instructional guidance with student participation in
weekly cardiovascular, aerobic, muscle-toning, and other activities. Students fulfill course
requirements by keeping weekly logs of their physical activity. The course promotes the
value of lifetime physical activity and includes instruction in injury prevention, nutrition
and diet, and stress management. Students may enroll in the course for either one or two
semesters, and repeat for further semesters as needed to fulfill state requirements.

Course Length: One semester (or more)
Prerequisites: None

OTHO026-AVT: Physical Education (Credit Recovery)

In this course, students explore diverse activities and learn a variety of fitness concepts
that they can use in their everyday life. They learn about physical fitness and how their
body works by studying static and dynamic balance, linear and rotary motion, anatomy
and biomechanics. Lifelong sport and activity skills and stress management concepts are
also taught. Students conduct cardiorespiratory activities and routines, set and work on
personal fitness goals, and learn to care for their health. Students complete this course
with the knowledge to stay fit and active for a lifetime. Students take diagnostic tests
that assess their current knowledge and generate individualized study plans, so students
can focus on topics that need review. Audio readings and vocabulary lists in English and
Spanish support reading comprehension.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Student previously took the course or its equivalent, but did not receive
credit, and teacher/school counselor recommendation

OTHO070-AVT: Driver Education (Elective)

This course is a foundation of theory for responsible driving. Emphasis is placed upon
mechanics of driving, execution of driving operations and rules of safe driving. Topics
include signs, signals, and markings; rules of the road; basic driving skills; driving
environments; responding to an emergency; car systems and maintenance; and safety.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

OTHO090-AVT: Life Skills (Elective)

Students learn essential skills for everyday living. The course emphasizes defining
personal values, goal-setting and planning, making decisions and solving problems,
evaluating information, dealing with media and peer pressure, communication and
relationships, wellness and personal safety, and contributing to the community.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

OTHO040: Reaching Your Academic Potential (Elective)

Students learn essential academic skills within the context of their learning style,
individual learning environment, and long-term goals. This course helps students develop
habits for more successful reading, writing, studying, communication, collaboration, time
management, and concentration. It also provides insights into how the brain works when
they are learning, and ways to maximize its potential.



Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

OTHO050: Achieving Your Career and College Goals (Elective)

Students explore their options for life after high school and implement plans to achieve
their goals. They identify their aptitudes, skills, and preferences, and explore a wide range
of potential careers. They investigate the training and education required for the career of
their choice, and create a plan to be sure that their work in high school is preparing them
for the next step. They also receive practical experience in essential skills such as searching
and applying for college, securing financial aid, writing a resume and cover letter, and
interviewing for a job. This course is geared toward 11th and 12th graders.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

OTHO060-AVT: Family and Consumer Science (Elective)

In this course, students develop skills and knowledge to help them transition into adult
roles within the family. They learn to make wise consumer choices, prepare nutritious
meals, contribute effectively as part of a team, manage a household budget, and
balance roles of work and family. They gain an appreciation for the responsibilities of
family members throughout the lifespan and the contributions to the well-being of the
family and the community.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

ELECTIVES

TCHO010: Computer Literacy (Elective)

Today’s students must be able to effectively use technology to research, organize, create,
and evaluate information. This course provides a foundation in the skills and concepts that
define computer literacy in the twenty-first century. From the basics of keyboarding to
Internet research techniques, document creation, and digital citizenship, students practice
essential skills through hands-on projects.

Course Length: One semester

Software: OpenOffice.org (free download provided in course); Mozilla Firefox

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, Windows 7, or Mac OS
X10.4 or higher operating system; for Windows, 256 MB of memory (RAM), 650 MB
available hard drive space, and a 1024 x 768 or higher monitor resolution; for Mac OS X,
an Intel processor, 512 MB of memory (RAM), 400 MB available disk space, and a 1024 x
768 or higher monitor resolution

Prerequisites: None

TCHO030: Image Design and Editing (Elective)

This is the perfect course for anyone who wants to create compelling, professional looking
graphic designs and photos. Students learn the basics of composition, color, and layout
before moving on to technical topics like working with layers and masks, adding special
effects, and effectively using typefaces to create visual impact. At the end of this course,
students will have a variety of original projects for their graphic design portfolio.

TECHNOLOGY &
COMPUTER SCIENCE
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Course Length: One semester

Software: GIMP (free download)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X operating
system; 400 MHz or faster processor; 512 MB of memory (RAM); at least 2 GB of
available hard drive space

Prerequisites: None

TCHO040: Web Design (Elective)

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the essentials of Web design,
from planning page layouts to publishing a complete site to the Web. Through real-
world design scenarios and hands-on projects, students create compelling, usable
websites using the latest suite of free tools from Microsoft.

Course Length: One semester

Software: KompoZer (free download) and GIMP (free download)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X operating
system; 400 MHz or faster processor (must have a PowerPC processor, not Intel, for
Mac OS X); 512 MB of memory (RAM); at least 2 GB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: None

TCHO060: C++ Programming (Elective)

In this introductory course, students learn basic programming concepts through a series
of hands-on projects. They also learn about software development careers, the software
development process, and industry best practices. Using Microsoft Visual C++ 2008,
students master the building blocks of programming: functions, variables, loops, arrays,
and classes.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Microsoft Visual C++ 2008 Express (free download provided in course)
System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP Service Pack 2 or Service Pack 3;
Windows Vista or Windows Vista SP1, or Windows 7 operating system; 1 GHz or faster
processor (1.6 GHz for Vista or Windows 7); 192 MB of memory (RAM) (748 MB for Vista
or Windows 7); at least 1 GB of available hard drive space

Prerequisites: None

TCHO061-AVT: Programming I—VB.NET (Elective)

Students learn basic programming and the fundamentals of the VisualBasic.net (VB.
NET) programming language. They are introduced to its basic uses, its similarities to

the English language (and others), and its flexibility. Students also learn the processes
involved in software development and object-oriented programming. This introductory
course serves as a solid foundation for further study, which could lead to careers such as
software engineer, developer, or game designer. Students complete a series of hands-on
projects covering built-in data types, operators, control structures, classes, and objects.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Knowledge of computer fundamentals

TCHO062-AVT: Programming II—Java (Elective)

This course introduces Java—its features, techniques, and applications. Students learn
the robustness of the program, how it can be used in cross-platform programming, and
how to build a stand-alone application, such as a countdown clock or leap year indicator.



At the end of the course, students will be able to write basic programs using Java and
could pursue further instruction in any programming language.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Basic computer fundamentals; VB.NET Programming | or a solid
understanding of version control and general software development

TCHO070: Game Design (Elective)

This course is for anyone who loves gaming and wants to design and build original
games from scratch. Students learn how to use popular game-development software
to create engaging, interactive games in a variety of styles. After learning about game
genres, students learn about all aspects of the game-design process. From there, it’s on
to a series of increasingly challenging hands-on projects that teach all the elements of
successful game development.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Multimedia Fusion 2 (Standard)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP or Windows Vista operating system; 1 GHz
or faster processor; 256 MB of memory (RAM); at least 2 GB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: None

TCHoO17: 3D Art1—Modeling (Elective)

This course introduces students to 3D modeling tools and concepts. Using Blender, the
popular open-source 3D modeling package, students will learn the basics of creating
shapes, adding textures and lighting, and rendering. By the end of the course, students
will have produced a series of increasingly sophisticated projects for their 3D portfolios.
This course is suitable for students with no prior experience with 3D game design or digital
media authoring tools.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Blender (free download provided in course)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X 10.2 or
higher operating system; 300 MHz or faster processor; 512 MB of memory (RAM); 64
MB of video RAM; OpenGL graphics card with 16 MB RAM; 3-button mouse; 1024 X 768
monitor resolution with 16 bit color; at least 2 GB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: None

TCHO018: 3D Art II—Animation (Elective)

In this advanced course, students build on the skills they developed in 3D Art | to learn 3D
animation techniques. Using Blender, a powerful open-source modeling tool, they master
the basics of animation—rigging, bones, and movement—while learning how to apply
traditional animation techniques to their 3D models. They also learn about jobs in the
industry.

Course Length: One semester

Software: 3D Art [—Modeling

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X 10.2 or
higher operating system; 300 MHz or faster processor; 512 MB of memory (RAM); 64
MB of video RAM; OpenGL graphics card with 16 MB RAM; 3-button mouse; 1024 X 768
monitor resolution with 16 bit color; at least 2 GB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: TCHO17: 3D Art I—Modeling (or equivalent)

TECHNOLOGY &
COMPUTER SCIENCE



TECHNOLOGY &
COMPUTER SCIENCE

TCHO026: Audio Engineering (Elective)

In this introductory course, students learn about the physics of sound and the history of
recording technologies. They learn about the four stages of professional music recording
projects: recording, editing, mixing, and mastering. Using Audacity, an open-source
recording and mixing program, they practice the techniques used by sound engineers to
produce multi-track recordings. Through a series of engaging hands-on projects, they
learn the fundamental concepts of audio engineering.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Audacity (free download provided in course)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, Windows 7, or Mac OS X
10.4 or higher operating system; for Windows XP and Vista Home Basic, a 1 GHz or faster
processor; for Windows Vista Home Premium/Business/Ultimate and Windows 7, a 2
GHz or faster processor; for Mac OS X, a 300 MHz or faster processor; for XP, 512 MB of
memory (RAM); for Vista Home Basic, 2 GB; for Vista Home Premium/Business/Ultimate
and for Windows 7, 4 GB; for Mac OS X, 64 MB; at least 4 GB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: None

TCHO027: Green Design and Technology (Elective)

This course examines the impact of human activities on sustainability while exploring the
basic principles and technologies that support sustainable design. Students learn about
the potential for emerging energy technologies such as water, wind, and solar power. They
find out how today’s businesses are adapting to the increased demand for sustainable
products and services. In this course, students develop a comprehensive understanding of
this fast-growing field.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

TCHO028: Digital Arts I (Elective)

In this exploratory course, students learn the elements and principles of design, as well as
foundational concepts of visual communication. While surveying a variety of media and
art, students use image editing, animation, and digital drawing to put into practice the art
principles they’ve learned. They explore career opportunities in the design, production,
display, and presentation of digital artwork. They respond to the artwork of others,

and learn how to combine artistic elements to create finished pieces that effectively
communicate their ideas.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Inkscape (free download provided in course)

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X 10.3 or
higher operating system, 1 GHz or faster processor; at least 512 MB of memory (RAM);
at least 1 GB of available hard drive space

Prerequisites: None

TCHO029: Digital Arts II (Elective)

Students build on the skills and concepts they learned in Digital Arts | as they develop
their vocabulary of digital design elements. By the end of the course, they will have
created a collection of digital art projects for their digital design portfolio.

Course Length: One semester
Software: Inkscape (free download provided in course)



System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac OS X 10.3 or
higher operating system, 1 GHz or faster processor; at least 512 MB of memory (RAM);
at least 1 GB of available hard drive space

Prerequisites: TCHO28: Digital Arts | (or equivalent)

TCHO036: Computer Science (Elective)

This course introduces students to computer science concepts such as computer
architecture, networks, and the Internet. Students use object-oriented programming,
event-driven processes, modular computer programming, and data manipulation
algorithms to produce finished software programs. They use the design process to create
many programs by determining specifications, designing the software, and testing and
improving the product until it meets the specifications. By the end of this course, students
will have a solid foundation for further study in this subject.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Free download provided in course

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows or Mac OS X operating systems Windows XP,
Windows Vista, or Windows 7 recommended; at least 100 MB of available hard drive space
Prerequisites: None

TCHO038: Engineering Design /CAD (Elective)

Computer-aided design systems are used by designers and manufacturers in virtually
every industry to create engineering design solutions. In this course, students are
introduced to engineering, learning the basics of CAD software: creating points, lines,
other geometric forms, isometric drawings, and 3D models. They learn how to translate
initial concepts into functional designs and 3D walkthroughs and explore career options in
this hands-on introductory-level course.

Course Length: One semester

Software: Free download provided in course

System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP or Windows Vista operating system; 600
MHZz or faster processor (1 GHz for Vista); 512 MB of memory (RAM) (1GB for Vista); at least
2 GB of available hard drive space; 3D class video card with 128 MB of memory or higher
(256 MB for Vista)—the video card driver must support OpenGL version 1.5 or higher
Prerequisites: None

TCH500-AVT: AP Computer Science A (Elective)

This course—the equivalent of an introductory college-level course—emphasizes
object-oriented programming methodology with a concentration on problem solving

and algorithm development. It also includes the study of data structures, design, and
abstraction. Students should be prepared to move quickly, and be already comfortable
with problem solving, functions, and the uses of functional notation. They are expected

to know responsible use of computer systems, including system reliability, privacy, legal
issues, intellectual property, and social and ethical ramifications of computer use. Students
leave this course prepared for the AP exam and for further study in computer science.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Java; at least 128 MB of memory

Prerequisites: Success in MTH304: Honors Algebra Il (or equivalent); previous
programming experience, such as an introductory course in C++, Pascal, Visual Basic, or
Java; basic understanding of networks; and teacher/school counselor recommendation

TECHNOLOGY &
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ORNO010: Online Learning

The Online Learning course explains to students how the K'? high school program
works, and provides tips on successful online learning. Students are introduced

to the online tools they will use during their high school experience, including the
Learning Management System that delivers course assignments. Students take part
in online discussions and practice submitting computer-scored assessments and other
assignments to teachers. Lifelong learning skills such as time management and study
habits are also covered. By the end of the course, students will be fully prepared to
begin their K'> high school courses.

Course Length: 6-8 hours
Prerequisites: None

ORN100: Finding Your Path I
ORN200: Finding Your Path II
ORN300: Finding Your Path III
ORN400: Finding Your Path IV

Students begin each school year with a course specifically targeted to the unique
concerns of freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. This 10-hour orientation
course is unique for each student, as school counselors, advisors, and other staff guide
students through an in-depth exploration of their interests, abilities, and skills. Students
explore their education and career interests, define goals, and create a path through
high school that will get them there. In addition, this course serves as a “home base”
where students and school counselors can address topics that are critical to ensuring
success in high school and beyond.

Course Length: 10 hours
Prerequisites: None
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High School Course Catalog 2012-2013

ENGLISH FOUNDATIONS | (REMEDIATION)

Students build and reinforce foundational reading, writing, and basic academic skills needed for success in high
school. Through carefully paced, guided instruction, and graduated reading levels, students improve reading
comprehension and strategies, focusing on literacy development at the critical stage between decoding and making
meaning from text. Instruction and practice in writing skills help students develop their composition skills in a variety
of formats. Formative assessments identify areas of weakness, lessons are prescribed to improve performance, and
summative assessments track progress and skill development. If needed, students can continue their remediation of
reading and writing skills with English Foundations II.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation

ENGLISH FOUNDATIONS Il (REMEDIATION)

Students build and reinforce foundational reading, writing, and basic academic skills needed for success in high
school. Struggling readers develop mastery in reading comprehension, vocabulary building, study skills, and media
literacy. Students build confidence in writing fundamentals by focusing on composition in a variety of formats,
grammar, style, and media literacy. Formative assessments identify areas of weakness, lessons are prescribed to
improve performance, and summative assessments track progress and skill development.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; English Foundations | is not required

GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION

This refresher course helps students brush up on grammar and usage basics and enhance their communication

skills through writing exercises and discussions with their peers. Students start by completing a diagnostic writing
assignment to identify strengths and areas for improvement. They receive step-by-step instruction on the writing
process, follow activities to develop their grammar skills, and have multiple opportunities to practice formal and
informal writing. Students use literature and expository pieces as models for their own writing. They participate in
threaded online conversations with the teacher and their fellow students to discuss their writing, receive construction
feedback for revision, and comment on other students'work. Throughout the course, rubrics help students remember
what is expected of them and help them produce their best work.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None



ENGLISH I

In this introductory English course, students study a variety of literary genres and continue to develop their
composition and grammar skills. The course begins with a diagnostic writing assignment to help students identify
their strengths and discover what they need to work on. Course content includes language conventions, grammar
and punctuation particulars, and research techniques; students have multiple opportunities to practice these skills.
They explore several literary genres, including a novel they choose themselves, and review the characteristics of
each type of literature. Writing assignments consist of journal entries, poetry, formal papers, and an autobiography.
Students participate in threaded online discussions with their peers, which encourage higher level thinking and
expose students to multiple perspectives.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee; Computer must be equipped
with a microphone and audio recording software

Prerequisites: None

ENGLISH II

Students survey world literature and work on their composition skills by producing more complex written
assignments in this intermediate English course. The course builds on concepts covered in English I as students
continue to learn about literary terms and genres. Reading selections reflect a range of time periods, cultures and
social circumstances throughout the world. Students synthesize and respond to these works by participating in
threaded online discussions with their peers and completing writing assignments. They learn about types of sources,
the validity of these sources, and how to format sources according to APA style. Students then use their composition
skills to write a persuasive essay, a short story, a short play, and a research paper.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros; The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka; Computer must
be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software

Prerequisites: English | (or equivalent)

ENGLISH III

In this course, students use an online literary anthology to study American literature and explore the pursuit of the
American dream. Examining classic American themes and ideals helps students deepen their awareness of the
political and social influences that have shaped American culture. Students hone their reading, writing, speaking,
listening, and critical thinking skills as they read and discuss a wide variety of literary works. Genres covered in the
course include nonfiction, short stories, novels, plays, journals, biographies, poetry, and speeches from diverse
sources. Students apply analytic skills to interpret these works by participating in online discussions with their peers
and completing writing assignments. They receive additional instruction on the research process, including how to
organize information, how to format citations and references according to MLA style, and how to avoid plagiarism.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Crucible by Arthur Miller; The Sweet Hereafter by Russell Banks; Computer must be equipped with a
microphone and audio recording software

Prerequisites: English Il (or equivalent)



ENGLISH IV

This course helps students develop the reading comprehension, writing, and analytic skills they need to be successful
in college. Students begin by taking a diagnostic writing assessment to identify their strengths and detect areas to
work on. They read from a wide variety of sources and acquire effective reading comprehension and note-taking
strategies. Course content includes grammar and usage particulars, such as parts of speech, sentence structure, and
how the elements of language influence an author’s intent. Throughout the course, students use writing as a tool for
reflection, learning, problem solving, and personal growth. They do various types of writing, including literary analysis,
and use the writing process to refine their skills. Rubrics and threaded discussions help students remain proactive as
they prepare for post secondary level coursework.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: King Lear by William Shakespeare; There Will Come Soft Rains by Sara Teasdale (available online);

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini; Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: English Il (or equivalent)

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE

This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement exam in English Language and Composition. The literary
component of the course covers a range of genres, including nonfiction, fiction, drama, and poetry. While analyzing
these works, students consider style (a language-based approach to exploring meaning in a piece of writing through
tone, diction, and syntax) and rhetoric (the examination of the argument and structure of a piece of writing by
considering aspects of the author’s credibility, irony, and use of logic). Writing assignments cover both expository and
argumentative aspects of writing. Prior coursework in English through the high school sophomore level is required for
enrollment in AP English Language.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; Meno by Plato (available online); The Spirit Catches You and You
Fall Down by Ann Fadiman

Prerequisites: English Il (or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE

AP English Literature prepares students for the Advanced Placement exam in English Literature and Composition.

In this course, students acquire the reading and critical thinking skills necessary to understand challenging material,
analyze that material to deduce meaning, and apply what they learn. They also acquire the composition skills needed
to communicate their understanding effectively to a variety of audiences. Students read and analyze classic works of
literature that contain literary qualities that merit study and provoke deep thought. Students also read modern and
contemporary works as they examine a variety of literary genres, including plays, short stories, poetry, essays, and
novels. Prior coursework in English through the high school junior level is required for enrollment in this course.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Odyssey by Homer; Arms and the Man by Bernard Shaw; Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau;
Self Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson; The Importance of Being Ernest by Oscar Wilde; The Oedipus Cycle: Oedipus
Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone by Sophocles; Letter from Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King (available online);
Caesar and Cleopatra by Bernard Shaw; Cyrano De Bergerac by Edmond Rostand; Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Prerequisites: English Il (or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation



CREATIVE WRITING

Students create original essays, poems, and short stories in this course, which uses two textbooks and focuses on

the four-step-process writing model. They read professionally written forms of creative writing as models and then
integrate their impressions of these works with their personal life experiences as they compose their own writing
projects. Students are encouraged to write about topics they find engaging as they practice writing on the following
themes: narration, definition, process analysis, cause and effect, and comparison/contrast. After students turn in each
assignment, the teacher supplies detailed suggestions for revision. This feedback helps students learn how to improve
their self-expression and self-editing skills.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

JOURNALISM*

In this course, students produce news stories, editorials, features, and sports articles as they learn the basics of
journalism. The course uses a textbook and covers laws and ethics, freedom of the press, and the principles of
journalistic writing. Students learn how to generate ideas and conduct interviews. They improve their writing skills
by concentrating on properly organizing their ideas and using correct grammar and vocabulary as they compose
their articles and assignments. In the process, they learn how to think critically about the main ideas, points of view
and bias, validity of sources, and the relevance of the various topics they write about.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Introduction to Journalism, McDougal Littell
Prerequisites: None

PUBLIC SPEAKING*

Students are introduced to public speaking as an important component of their academic, work, and social lives.

They develop skills as public speakers by planning, organizing, writing, and delivering speeches on topics of their
choosing. They learn to be fair and critical listeners, give and respond to feedback, and incorporate visual and multimedia
aids. They also learn about the ethics of public speaking and techniques for managing communication anxiety.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Student must provide a webcam and recording software
Prerequisites: None



Math

MATH FOUNDATIONS | (REMEDIATION)

Students build and reinforce foundational math skills—typically found in third through fifth grade—for which they
have not achieved mastery. They progress through carefully paced, guided instruction and engaging interactive
practice. Formative assessments identify areas of weakness and prescribe lessons to improve performance.
Summative assessments track progress and skill development. If needed, students can move on to Math Foundations
Il (@ddressing skills typically found in sixth through eighth grade) to further develop the computational skills and
conceptual understanding needed to undertake high school math courses with confidence.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation

MATH FOUNDATIONS Il (REMEDIATION)

Students build and reinforce foundational math skills typically found in sixth through eighth grade, achieving the
computational skills and conceptual understanding needed to undertake high school math courses with confidence.
Carefully paced, guided instruction is accompanied by interactive practice that is engaging and accessible. Formative
assessments identify areas of weakness and prescribe lessons to improve performance. Summative assessments
track progress and skill development. This course is appropriate for use as remediation at the high school level

or as a bridge to high school.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; Math Foundations | is not required

PRE-ALGEBRA

This course builds on essential arithmetic skills to provide a foundation for the algebraic concepts students need

to succeed in Algebra I and higher-level math courses. Pre-Algebra course content includes real numbers and linear
equations, linear inequalities, factoring, fractions, graphing, and elements of geometry. Students study these topics

in a self-paced environment that includes a series of randomly generated math problems to help them practice and
apply the content they are learning. Students receive immediate feedback on their answers to these math problems.
Lessons are supplemented with practice activities, homework, and quizzes; problems in these supplemental elements
are formatted alike to help reinforce the content and help students develop their problem-solving skills.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

ALGEBRA |

Like Pre-Algebra, Algebra | is structured as a self-paced course that focuses on the presentation of content followed
by practice problems. Students begin the course by completing several prerequisite activities to test their algebra
readiness. They then progress through topics such as numbers and expressions, functions and linear equations,
polynomials and factoring, quadratic functions and radicals, and rational expressions. Students also explore basic
statistics and learn about different types of graphs. Narrated slideshows help them grasp and absorb the more
challenging concepts introduced in this course. Games and exercises give students opportunities to practice what
they've learned before turning in graded homework assignments and taking quizzes.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None



GEOMETRY

Geometry builds on students’ prior knowledge by helping them make a connection to the concepts they learned in
Algebra I. In this course, they are introduced to the basic elements of geometry and then move on to proofs, parallel
and perpendicular lines, the coordinate plane, triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, circles, congruence and similarity,
surface area, volume, and transformations. Content is accompanied by numerous graphics and illustrations in this
very visual course. Narrated slideshows make it easier for students to understand the more challenging concepts
presented. Lessons are supplemented with interactive problems that let students practice what they've learned
before they do homework assignments and take assessments.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Algebra |

ALGEBRAIII

Content covered in Algebra Il includes functions, radical functions, rational functions, exponential and logarithmic
functions, trigonometry, geometry, conic sections, systems of equations, probability, and statistics. As students study
the progressively more challenging topics in this course, they need more practice and feedback. To meet this need,
Algebra Il introduces the use of a Math Tutorial Lab, which gives students an open forum to discuss concepts with
other students and to get teacher input. The course includes custom animations and flash tutorials to help explain
the content. Students learn how to apply the concepts and skills taught in this course to real-world scenarios.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Algebra |

TRIGONOMETRY*

After students complete this one-semester course, they will have an understanding of how trigonometry is used in daily
life and how it relates to other mathematical topics. The course begins with an introduction to trigonometry, including
functions and relations, domain and range, composition of functions, performing operations on functions, and graphing
functions. Lessons go on to cover trigonometric ratios, graphing trigonometric functions, and trigonometric laws and
identities. Like Geometry, Trigonometry is a very visual course; much of the content is accompanied with graphics and
illustrations. There are custom self-checks throughout this course that pose problems in a “What do you think?”format.
After completing the problems, students can check their answers as well as their problem-solving procedures.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Algebra Il

PRE-CALCULUS*

This one-semester course, which covers advanced algebraic and introductory calculus topics, prepares students

to take Calculus. Content includes polynomial functions, polar coordinates, complex numbers, conic sections,
exponential functions, logarithmic functions, sequences, and series. The course presents the more challenging
concepts through custom flash tutorials and provides lots of opportunities for students to practice their problem-
solving skills. Lessons are supplemented with narrated example problems that reinforce the concepts taught and
help students apply these concepts as they complete their homework assignments. Pre-Calculus helps students
understand how major pre-calculus topics relate to real-world situations and how it is used within the greater context
of mathematics.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Trigonometry



CALCULUS

This course provides a comprehensive survey of differential and integral calculus concepts, including limits, derivative
and integral computation, linearization, Riemann sums, the fundamental theorem of calculus, and differential
equations. Content is presented across ten units and covers various applications, including graph analysis, linear
motion, average value, area, volume, and growth and decay models. In this course, students use an online textbook,
which supplements the instruction they receive and provides additional opportunities to practice using the content
they've learned. Students will use an embedded graphing calculator applet (GCalc) for their work on this course; the
software for the applet can be downloaded at no charge.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus

CONSUMER MATH

In Consumer Math, students study and review arithmetic skills they can apply in their personal lives and in their
future careers. The first semester of the course begins with a focus on occupational topics; it includes details on jobs,
wages, deductions, taxes, insurance, recreation and spending, and transportation. In the second semester, students
learn about personal finances, checking and savings accounts, loans and buying on credit, automobile expenses, and
housing expenses. Narrated slideshows help illustrate some of the more difficult content. Throughout the course,
students participate in online discussions with each other and their teacher.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

AP CALCULUS AB

AP Calculus AB is a college-level course that introduces limits, differentiation, and integration of functions. Students
find and evaluate finite and infinite limits graphically, numerically, and analytically. They find derivatives using a
variety of methods, including the chain rule and implicit differentiation. They use the first derivative test and the
second derivative test to analyze and sketch functions. Each unit of this course includes exam-preparation content
for the Advanced Placement Calculus AB examination. Students enrolling in the AP Calculus AB course must have
knowledge of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, analytic geometry, and elementary functions.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: A graphing calculator

Prerequisites: Knowledge of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, analytic geometry, and elementary functions and
teacher/school counselor recommendation

AP STATISTICS

Statistics concerns the collection, organization, and interpretation of data. In AP Statistics, students interpret the
output generated by statistical software programs. This two-semester course presents the following topics, among
others: organizing data, examining relationships, producing data, probability, random variables, binomial and
geometric distributions, sampling distributions, and inference. This course prepares students to take the Advanced
Placement Statistics exam. Students who enroll in AP Statistics must have access to a computer equipped with
software capable of doing data analysis. In addition, one of the following Texas Instruments calculators is required:
TI-83, TI-83+, TI-84, TI-84+, or TI-89.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The Practice of Statistics: TI-83/89 Graphing Calculator Enhanced, 2nd Edition, Dan Yates, David S. Moore,
Daren S. Starnes

Prerequisites: Two years of high school Algebra and teacher/school counselor recommendation



INTEGRATED MATH

This course helps students develop mathematical skills that enable them to solve problems and use reason and
logic in math courses. Integrated Math gives them an overview of the many mathematical disciplines; topics include
number sense, operations, algebraic sense, introduction to probability, geometric figures, geometric movement,
measurement, and a more in-depth look at probability (including permutations and combination). Content is
expressed in everyday mathematical language and notations to help students learn to apply the skills in a variety of
applications. Instruction is supplemented with self-check quizzes, audio tutorials, web quests, and interactive games
that engage students in the content they are learning.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Algebra |



Science

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

Physical Science is an introductory high school science course that prepares students to take Biology, Chemistry,

and Physics. This course introduces students to scientific processes, the scientific method, and scientific inquiry.
Content includes safety in the lab and the field, principles for conducting experiments, and the need for scientific
communication. The course also covers the atomic nature of matter, classification of the elements, the periodic table,
acids, and bases. Next, students explore energy, learn about Newton’s laws of motion, and have the opportunity to
design their own machine using the basic principles of physics. They finish the course with a survey of the universe,
the life cycles of stars, and space exploration.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

EARTH SCIENCE

In this course, students learn about the history of life on Earth and the development of the geologic time scale.

The course includes instruction on how to carry out scientific investigations both in the lab and in the field. Students
explore the earth’s terrestrial, atmospheric, and marine ecosystems and discover how human activities affect them.
They analyze maps to describe geologic features and meteorological data. Content covers the properties of rocks and
minerals, the theory of plate tectonics, the processes of weathering and erosion, and climate patterns. The course
concludes with a unit on the structure and composition of the solar system.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

BIOLOGY

Students receive an introduction to general biology in this course, with an emphasis on the processes of scientific
inquiry and logical thinking. Instruction covers the fundamental principles of living organisms, including the physical
and chemical properties of life, and cellular organization and function. Over the span of two semesters, students gain
an understanding of the transfer of energy through metabolic systems, cellular reproduction, the classification of
living things, and the six kingdoms of life. This course presents information in an understandable and straightforward
way that captures students’interest while introducing them to up-to-date scientific concepts and procedures.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

AP BIOLOGY

This comprehensive general biology course covers biochemistry, molecular biology, genetics, mechanisms of
evolution, the evolutionary history of biological diversity, plant and animal form and function, and ecology. The
textbook used, range and depth of topics covered, concepts presented, topics discussed, and labs completed in
this course are designed to be equivalent to a college-level introductory biology course that biology majors or
premedical students would take during their first year. In AP Biology, students acquire investigative and laboratory
skills needed for the study of biology and are equipped and prepared for the Advanced Placement Biology
examination. Chemistry is a prerequisite for enrollment in AP Biology.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry and teacher/school counselor recommmendation



CHEMISTRY

This course enhances inquiry-based learning activities while adhering closely to standards for teaching chemistry.
Instruction emphasizes the mathematical, theoretical, and experimental basis of modern chemistry. Students

learn fundamentals such as the periodic table, ionic compounds, chemical reactions, different states of matter,
thermodynamics, and nuclear chemistry. Throughout this course, students actively engage in exploration and analysis
that will improve their ability to explain and predict phenomena using scientific skills. An optional hands-on lab kit is
available for purchase with this course. Chemistry is a course for grades 11 or 12 requiring the successful completion
of lower-level science courses and math skills from Algebra | or above.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: This grade 11-12 course requires successful completion of lower level science courses and math skills
equal at least to Algebra |

AP CHEMISTRY

This two-semester course is equivalent to a full-year introductory college course in general chemistry. Topics
presented in AP Chemistry include components of matter, stoichiometry of formulas and equations, chemical
reactions, kinetic-molecular theory, thermochemistry, electron configuration, chemical bonding, intermolecular
forces, properties of mixtures, periodic patterns, organic compounds, equilibrium, and thermodynamics. Students
learn fundamental analytical skills to logically assess and solve chemical problems. They develop the skills necessary
to arrive at conclusions based on informed judgment, using mathematical formulation principles, chemical
calculation, and laboratory experiments. Students learn to present evidence in clear and persuasive essays and
prepare for the Advanced Placement Chemistry exam. The course uses a textbook, and a chemistry lab kit is required.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: AP Chemistry: The Molecular Nature of Change, 5th Edition; AP Chemistry Lab
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Chemistry and teacher/school counselor recommendation

PHYSICS

In this course, students learn the fundamentals of physics and gain an understanding of how this branch of
science is interconnected with the everyday world. Students explore the concepts of motion, force, gravitation,
thermodynamics, the behavior of light and sound waves, and the relationship between electricity and magnetism.
They are encouraged to use critical thinking and scientific problem solving to make informed decisions and reach
logical conclusions. Approximately forty percent of the course involves virtual laboratory investigations. Some
activities require ordinary household items, such as rulers, meter sticks, balls or marbles, string, paper, and pencils.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra Il; Geometry also recommended

AP PHYSICS B

AP Physics B surveys the algebra-based major areas of physics—mechanics, fluids, waves, optics, electricity,
magnetism, and modern physics (atomic and nuclear). Students learn to think like scientists: they make predictions
based on observation, write hypotheses, design and complete experiments, and reach conclusions based on the
analysis of resulting data. They apply the concepts of physics to their everyday experiences, current events, and issues
in science and engineering. AP Physics B provides opportunities for guided inquiry and student-centered learning
that build critical thinking skills. This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement Physics B exam.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Physics: Principles with Applications, Giancoli, Douglas; AP Physics Lab Kit

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra Il and Trigonometry with one year of Physics highly recommended
and teacher/school counselor recommendation



ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Environmental Science is a multidisciplinary field that draws from the physical sciences in addition to other fields.

This course teaches the connection between all living organisms within an ecosystem. It helps students better
understand the impact humans have on the world around them and ways in which individuals can influence the
environment through their actions. Environmental Science explains the concept of biome as a region defined by

a specific climate, plant life, and animal community. Content highlights the critical value of clean water, the impact of
pollution, agricultural and population issues, and various types of existing and future energy resources and technologies.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Environmental Science, Karen Arms, 2006, Holt, Rinehart and Winston
Prerequisites: None

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Students examine the natural world's interrelationships in AP Environmental Science. During this two-semester
course, they identify and analyze environmental problems and their effects and evaluate the effectiveness of
proposed solutions. They learn to think like environmental scientists as they make predictions based on observation,
write hypotheses, design and complete field studies and experiments, and reach conclusions based on the analysis
of resulting data. Students apply the concepts of environmental science to their everyday experiences, current
events, and issues in science, politics, and society. The course provides opportunities for guided inquiry and student-
centered learning that build critical thinking skills. Prerequisites for enrollment include two years of prior coursework
in laboratory sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, or Physics).

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Living in the Environment - 16th Edition; AP Environmental Science Lab Kit

Prerequisites: Two years of laboratory sciences, usually biology/life science and either Chemistry or Physics; Algebra;
Earth Science is desirable and teacher/school counselor recommendation

FORENSIC SCIENCE*

This course surveys key topics in forensic science, including the application of the scientific process to forensic
analysis, procedures and principles of crime scene investigation, physical and trace evidence, and the law and
courtroom procedures from the perspective of the forensic scientist. Through online lessons, virtual and hands-on
labs, and analysis of fictional crime scenarios, students learn about forensic tools, technical resources, forming and
testing hypotheses, proper data collection, and responsible conclusions.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Successful completion of at least two years of high school science including Biology (or equivalent);
Chemistry is highly recommended



Social Studies

GEOGRAPHY

This course explores world geography on a region-by-region basis and covers a broad range of geographical
perspectives. Each unit covers one continent or other major geographical region of the world. Units include North
America, Central America, South America, Western Europe, Eastern Europe and Russia, East Asia, Southeast Asia and
the Pacific Cultures, Africa, India, and the Middle East. Students first learn about each region’s landforms, climate, and
population. They then examine that region’s cultural, economic, and political institutions. Each unit is presented in

a parallel format to facilitate interregional comparisons and allow students more clearly to see the similarities and
differences between the regions.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

WORLD HISTORY

This World History course examines human development from the dawn of civilization to the present day. Students
learn about the socioeconomic conditions, political institutions, and ideological attitudes that have marked various
time periods throughout history. Using primary and secondary sources, students conduct inquiry-based research to
examine historical events, cultural developments, and social and family structures. They also participate in interactive
discussions and analyze statistics and data from maps, charts, and graphs. Students are encouraged to use their
critical thinking and problem-solving skills to evaluate the achievements of civilizations in the fields of science,
technology, and the arts.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

AP WORLD HISTORY

AP World History covers the history of the world from 600 CE to the present and includes an introduction unit on
the period from 8,000 BCE to 600 CE. The course emphasizes patterns of change and the connections between the
various world cultures throughout the time period studied in the course. Students gain an understanding of the
global experiences of humanity and can apply that knowledge to their growth and development as world citizens.
This two-semester course prepares students to take the AP World History exam. It also provides them with an
understanding of why the world developed the way it did. This course uses a textbook.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Success in previous history course and teacher/school counselor recommendation

AMERICAN HISTORY

The instructional content of this course spans the length and breadth of American history from the origins of the
nation’s democratic principles through the contemporary domestic and foreign issues affecting America’s security and
prosperity. Students analyze key documents and events that that have shaped the nation’s development. They also
identify and examine political leaders and other individuals who have played a major role in U.S. history. This course is
organized into ten units, which cover settling America, forming the republic, the Civil War, a growing nation, America as a
world power, the Twenties, World War Il and beyond, the Sixties, the road to the modern era, and charting a new course.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None



AP U.S. HISTORY

AP U.S. History focuses on the development of analytical skills to enable students to critically interpret the nation’s
history. In this course, students assess historical primary and secondary sources, weighing the evidence presented,

to arrive at informed conclusions. They learn to think like historians as they evaluate sources and interpretations,
develop thesis statements, support interpretations with evidence, and communicate their conclusions. In the process,
they gain an appreciation for how historic events have shaped modern political, social, cultural, and economic life.
The course provides opportunities for guided inquiry and student-centered learning that build critical thinking skills.
Prior coursework in Social Studies or History is a prerequisite for enrollment in this course.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: The American Pageant, 14th Edition, David Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Honors or advanced high school social studies or history course and teacher/
school counselor recommendation

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT#*

This course covers the historical background, guiding principles, and political institutions that together constitute

the government of the United States. Students examine the structure, function, and power of government at the
local, state, and national levels. They gain an understanding of the principles of popular sovereignty, separation of
powers, checks and balances, republicanism, federalism, individual rights, and the roles of individuals and groups in
the American political system. Instructional material for this one-semester course is presented in seven units, including
introduction to government and politics, roots of the American constitution, principles of American government,

the federal system, civil rights and liberties, participation in a democracy, and institutions of government.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

AP U.S. GOVERNMENT*

This course presents an analytic perspective on American politics, covering the ideals, institutions, and processes

that direct the daily operations of government and shape public policy. In AP U.S. Government, students examine

the constitutional structure of government, participatory politics, the formal institutions of power, and the extra-
constitutional influences on government institutions. They interpret and analyze the political landscape to develop

an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the U.S. system of government. This one-semester course
addresses the following topics, among others: American political culture, the Constitution, federalism, civil liberties,
civil rights, public opinion, media, political parties, campaigns and elections, interest groups, Congress, the presidency,
the federal bureaucracy, and the federal courts.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 14th Edition, Edwards, Wattenberg, & Lineberry, 2009,
Longman

Prerequisites: Success in American History (or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

CIVICS*

Civics is the study of citizenship and government. This one-semester course provides students with a basic
understanding of civic life, politics, and government, and a short history of government’s foundation and development
in this country. Students learn how power and responsibility are shared and limited by government, the impact
American politics has on world affairs, the place of law in the American constitutional system, and which rights the
American government guarantees its citizens. Students also examine how the world is organized politically and how
civic participation in the American political system compares to that in other societies around the world today.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



ECONOMICS*

This one-semester course provides students with an introduction to basic economic principles, such as how
governments use limited resources to best satisfy people’s wants and needs. Key topics include the law of supply and
demand; allocation of goods and services; monetary and fiscal policy, saving, borrowing, and spending; the Federal
Reserve System and the money supply; unemployment; and inflation. Students learn about the important roles that
competition, scarcity, incentives, profit, interest rates, trade, and government regulation play in an open free market
economy, and how fundamental decisions about the four factors of production (land, labor, capital,

and entrepreneurship) are made.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

AP MACROECONOMICS*

Macroeconomics is the study of how economic systems work as a whole. In this one-semester course, students learn
how the economy is measured by indicators such as gross domestic product (GDP), among others. They examine
concepts such as inflation, unemployment, world trade patterns, and the role of the Federal Reserve Bank. Students
engage in decision making to create an environment in which high employment rates and higher living standards
can be achieved by using fiscal and monetary policy. Topics presented in the course include measuring economic
performance; aggregate demand and aggregate supply; money, monetary policy and economic stability; monetary
and fiscal policy; and international economics. This course prepares students for the AP Macroeconomics exam.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: Macroeconomics, 17th Edition, McConnell et al., (McGraw Hill 2008); AP Macroeconomics: Student
Activities

Prerequisites: Success in Algebra Il (or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

AP MICROECONOMICS*

Microeconomics is the study of economics on the level of individual areas of activity and how individuals make
choices with limited resources. In AP Microeconomics, students examine concepts such as supply and demand,
factors of production, roles of labor and management, the relationship between the environment and the economy,
and the effect of government on individual decision making. Students study the stock market as an investment
option and trace various stocks throughout the semester, using the Wall Street Journal and the Internet as resources.
Topics presented include the nature and functions of product markets, theory of the firm, factor markets, and role

of government. This course prepares students for the AP Microeconomics exam.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Microeconomics, 17th Edition, McConnell et al., (McGraw Hill 2008); AP Microeconomics Student Activities
Prerequisites: Success in Algebra Il (or equivalent) and teacher/school counselor recommendation

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

This course surveys the social, economic, cultural, intellectual, political, and diplomatic history of modern Europe

and its place in the history of the world—from the fall of Constantinople to the fall of the Berlin Wall and collapse

of the Soviet Union. The course is equivalent to a college freshman or sophomore modern European history course.
Students develop an understanding of the major periods, ideas, movements, trends, and themes that characterize
European history from approximately 1450 to the present. They also develop the ability to analyze historical evidence
and express their understanding and analysis in writing. This course prepares students for the Advanced Placement
European History exam.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: The Western Heritage: Since 1300, Donald Kagan, Steven Ozment, and Frank M. Turner
Prerequisites: Success in previous history course and teacher/school counselor recommendation



ANTHROPOLOGY*

Anthropologists research the characteristics and origins of the cultural, social, and physical development of humans
and consider why some cultures change and others come to an end. In this course, students are introduced to the
five main branches of anthropology: physical, cultural, linguistic, social, and archeological. Through instruction and
their own investigation and analysis, students explore these topics, considering their relationship to other social
sciences such as history, geography, sociology, economics, political science, and psychology. Emulating professional
anthropologists, students apply their knowledge and observational skills to the real-life study of cultures in the United
States and around the world. The content in this course meets or exceeds the standards of the National Council for
the Social Studies (NCSS).

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: World History (or equivalent) recommended as a prerequisite or co-requisite, but not required

PSYCHOLOGY*

In this course, students investigate why human beings think and act the way they do. This is an introductory course
that broadly covers several areas of psychology. Instructional material presents theories and current research for
students to critically evaluate and understand. Each unit introduces terminology, theories, and research that are
critical to the understanding of psychology and includes tutorials and interactive exercises. Students learn how to
define and use key terms of psychology and how to apply psychological principles to their own lives. Unit topics in
this one-semester course include methods of study, biological basis for behavior, learning and memory, development
and individual differences, and psychological disorders.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

AP PSYCHOLOGY*

This one-semester course surveys the major topics in the field of psychology as well as terminology, methodology,
and the historical and current understanding of human behavior and thought processes. Concepts, terminology,
and research findings are presented at the level of an introductory college psychology course. Students learn how
psychologists analyze human experiences and apply what they have learned. Organized in seven units, the course
presents the following topics: introduction to psychology, the biological basis of behavior, human development and
awareness, human cognition, human motivation and emotion, human interaction, and course review. The course
prepares students to take the Advanced Placement Psychology exam. Prior coursework in Biology is suggested.

This course uses a textbook.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Psychology in Modules, 9th Edition, David Myers
Prerequisites: Prior coursework in Biology is suggested and teacher/school counselor recommendation

SOCIOLOGY

Through this two-semester course, students explore human relationships in society. Instructional materials emphasize
culture, social structure, the individual in society, institutions, and social inequality. Unit topics for the first semester
include society and culture, what is sociology, the nature of culture, conformity and deviance, social structure, roles,
relationships and groups, and social stratification. In the second semester, students learn about social institutions,
the family, religion and education, government and economic systems, the individual in society, the early years,
adolescence, the adult years, continuity and change, communities and change, social movements and collective
behavior, social problems, minorities and discrimination, poverty, crime, and problems of mass society.

Students use a textbook for the course.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Sociology: Study of Human Relationships, W. LaVerne Thomas
Prerequisites: None



CONTEMPORARY WORLD ISSUES

Students analyze governments, economies, peoples, and cultures from around the world in this course. Instruction
emphasizes the structures and policies of the United States and how they compare to other systems in the international
community. Students apply critical thinking and research skills to examine current events and contemporary issues,
including human rights, the strengths and weaknesses of globalization, America’s role in the international economy, the
severe environmental threats facing many regions around the world today, how religion is often used to facilitate and

i

justify violence, and America’s “War on Terror”and its impact on the Middle East and Islamic culture.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE*

In this course, students develop skills and knowledge to help them transition into adult roles within the family.

They learn to make wise consumer choices, prepare nutritious meals, contribute effectively as part of a team, manage
a household budget, and balance roles of work and family. They gain an appreciation for the responsibilities of family
members throughout the life span and the contributions to the well-being of the family and the community.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



World Languages

FRENCH I

Students receive a thorough grounding in the basics of the French language in this introductory, two-semester
course. French | has been designed to meet the standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL). These standards call for a method of teaching that focuses on successful communication
through speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Course strategies include warm-up activities, vocabulary study,
reading, threaded discussions, multimedia presentations, self-checks, practice activities and games, oral and written
assignments, projects, quizzes, and exams. Learning activities in each unit are focused on a specific theme.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None

FRENCH 11

French Il continues the learning process that began with French | and adheres to the standards of the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Instructional material introduces students to new grammar
and vocabulary and allows them to build conversational and reading skills to cover many common situations in daily
life. Unit topics include daily routine, animals, entertainment, body parts, rooms and furniture, shopping and clothing,
meals, sports and recreation, and transportation. Unit activities blend different forms of communication and culture
to ensure that standards are met.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: French |

FRENCH 11l

This course builds on knowledge that students acquired in the beginning-level courses, French | and I, and aligns
with national ACTFL standards. Students learn to express themselves using present, past, future, and conditional tense
verbs in increasingly complex grammatical constructions. They become familiar with idiomatic expressions common
to daily French speaking and build vocabulary in order to be able to converse on a wider variety of themes in French.
Instruction includes more material on French culture, geography, and history than in earlier courses, giving students
the opportunity to learn about France and other francophone countries around the world.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: French |l

FRENCH IV

Students complete their high school French language education with this two-semester course that, like all of its
predecessors, conforms to the national standards of the ACTFL. The instructional material in French IV enables students
to use the conditional and subjunctive tenses, and talk about the past with increasing ease, distinguishing which tense
to use and when. It also helps students hone their listening skills to enhance their understanding of native speech
patterns on familiar topics. Students expand their knowledge of French-speaking countries’ culture, history, and
geography and learn about francophone contributions in the arts.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: French Il



AP FRENCH LANGUAGE

In AP French Language, students apply their knowledge of French grammar and vocabulary and their listening,
reading, speaking, and writing skills to a variety of real-world contexts. They learn to speak fluently and accurately,
write complex compositions, and comprehend native speakers’conversation. In addition, they explore French

culture in both contemporary and historical contexts to develop an appreciation of cultural products, practices, and
perspectives. The equivalent of a college-level language course, this course is taught in French and prepares students
for the Advanced Placement exam as well as for further study of French language, culture, and literature.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: French Ill and teacher/school counselor recommendation

GERMAN |

German | provides an introduction to the basics of the German language and the German-speaking world.

This two-semester course has been constructed to meet the standards of the American Council on the Teaching

of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). These standards dictate a pedagogical method that focuses on successful
communication through speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Unit topics consist of the alphabet and numbers;
greetings; introductions; the calendar (days, months, and seasons); weather; time; colors; familiar objects and places;
family; food; pastimes; and school objects and routine. Course strategies include warm-up activities, vocabulary study,
reading, threaded discussions, multimedia presentations, self-checks, practice activities and games, oral and written
assignments, projects, quizzes, and exams.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None

GERMAN II

Instructional content in German Il introduces students to new grammar and vocabulary and allows them to build
conversational and reading skills to cover many common situations in daily life. Like German |, this follow-up course
adheres to the standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Learning activities in
each unit are focused on a specific theme. The units for both semesters cover a broad range of useful everyday subjects,
including daily routine, animals, entertainment, body parts, rooms and furniture, shopping and clothing, meals, sports
and recreation, and transportation.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: German |

GERMAN III

This course expands the scope of concepts and information that students mastered in the German | and Il courses
and aligns with national ACTFL standards. Students learn increasingly complex grammatical constructions, such

as present, imperfect, perfect, and future tenses; reflexive and modal verbs; prepositions; conjunctions; relative
pronouns; and adjective endings. Unit themes in this two-semester course include vacations, travel, leisure time,
healthy living, body parts and ailments, family members, rights and responsibilities, household chores, university
study, military service, personal relationships, the importance of appearance, emotions, fairy tales, and animals. Unit
activities blend different forms of communication and culture.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: German ||



GERMAN IV

German IV builds on the foundation of the first three courses. Students continue to sharpen their speaking, listening,
reading, and writing skills while also learning to express themselves on topics relevant to German culture. Authentic texts,
current culture, and literature from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland all form part of the instructional material for this
course. Each unit focuses on a particular region or city and includes such themes as culture, tourism, and current events.
These units cover topics such as contemporary and classical music, expressing opinion, German history, transportation,
family weekend travel, shopping, free-time activities, technology, multiculturalism, education, and careers.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: German |l

JAPANESE |

Students become familiar with the fundamental concepts and constructions of the Japanese language as well as

the rich and ancient world of Japanese culture in this two-semester course. Japanese | has been designed to meet
the standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Unit topics consist of the
alphabet and numbers; greetings; introductions; the calendar (days, months, and seasons); weather; time; colors;
familiar objects and places; family; food; pastimes; and school objects and routine. Course strategies include warm-up
activities, vocabulary study, reading, threaded discussions, multimedia presentations, self-checks, practice activities
and games, oral and written assignments, projects, quizzes, and exams.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None

JAPANESE I

In Japanese I, course content blends different forms of communication and culture via unit activities to ensure that
students meet all standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). These standards
call for a focus on successful oral and written communication as well as a through grounding in Japanese culture.
Unit themes for both semesters cover a broad range of useful everyday subjects, including daily routine, animals,
entertainment, body parts, rooms and furniture, shopping and clothing, meals, sports and recreation,

and transportation. Students must successfully complete Japanese | in order to enroll in this course.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Japanese |

LATIN |

This two-semester course provides an introduction to the fundamentals of Latin grammar. Students develop the

skills necessary to translate basic sentences from Latin into English and from English into Latin, and to read simple
connected passages of Latin prose and poetry. In the process, students learn how verb conjugations and noun
declensions work in a highly inflected language and how to analyze the structure of Latin sentences. The course
includes a cross-cultural component, introducing students to the world of ancient Rome by allowing them to acquire
knowledge—through word study—of Roman institutions, practices, religious beliefs, and ideological ways of thought.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None



LATIN I

Latin Il builds on the foundation in Latin grammar provided by the Latin | course and also includes an in-depth study
of Roman mythology and history. Students expand their use of declensions, adjectives, adverbs, and cases. These skills
enable them to translate longer Latin texts into English that require a more complex knowledge of grammar rather
than just vocabulary. To practice oral Latin skills, students engage in conversations, seek and give items of information,
express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. Latin Il also takes students on a tour of the ancient classical
world, including literature, historical workers, and the lives of famous and influential Romans.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: The Odyssey by Homer; Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Latin |

MANDARIN (CHINESE) |

Mandarin (Chinese) | introduces students to the study of the Chinese language. Students learn listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills through activities that are based on pedagogically proven methods of world language
instruction. Instructional material introduces simple grammatical concepts in innovative ways and provides practice
activities with a variety of learning styles in mind. This two-semester course sprinkles culture throughout the units

to help students focus on the Chinese-speaking world, its culture, people, geographical locations, and history. Unit
themes include greetings, numbers, family members, school life, clothing, daily routine, shopping, and restaurant
menus. The course is aligned with national ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) standards.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None

MANDARIN (CHINESE) 11

This two-semester course is a continuation of the introductory-level Mandarin (Chinese) | course. It presents students
with new, more complicated areas of Chinese language learning. Units cover a variety of material that is useful to
students learning everyday conversational arts. Themes include daily routine, animals, hobbies, the body, descriptions,
home life, shopping, entertainment, sports, and travel. Throughout the course, students learn to express themselves
using an ever increasing vocabulary of present tense verbs, articles, and adjectives. They gain the skills and
confidence necessary to talk about daily activities, leisure-time pursuits and hobbies, body parts and their function,
and people and culture.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Mandarin (Chinese) |

SPANISH I

Spanish | gives students an introduction to the basics of the Spanish language and the Spanish-speaking world.
This two-semester course aligns with the national standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL), which dictate a pedagogical method that focuses on successful communication through
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Course unit topics include the alphabet and numbers; greetings;
introductions; the calendar (days, months, and seasons); weather; time; colors; familiar objects and places; family;
food; pastimes; and school objects and routine. Course strategies include warm-up activities, vocabulary study,
reading, threaded discussions, multimedia presentations, self-checks, practice activities and games, oral and written
assignments, projects, quizzes, and exams.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: None



SPANISH I

Students receive additional grounding in grammar and vocabulary in this two-semester course. Instructional material
encourages students to build conversational and reading skills to cover many common situations in daily life.

Like Spanish |, this follow-up course adheres to the standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL). Learning activities in each unit are focused on a specific theme. The units for both semesters
cover a broad range of useful everyday subjects, including daily routine, animals, entertainment, body parts, rooms
and furniture, shopping and clothing, meals, sports and recreation, and transportation.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Spanish |

SPANISH 1l

This course builds on the grammatical concepts and vocabulary that students mastered while completing the
Spanish Iand Il courses. Spanish Il fully aligns with national ACTFL standards. Students learn increasingly complex
grammatical constructions, such as present, imperfect, perfect, and future tenses; reflexive and modal verbs;
prepositions; conjunctions; relative pronouns; and adjective endings. Unit themes in this two-semester course include
chores, directions, feelings, future plans and travel, geography, countries and nationalities, health, household items,
measurements, occupations, and personal history. Unit activities blend different forms of communication and culture.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Spanish Il

SPANISH IV

Fourth-year Spanish expands on the foundation of Spanish grammar and vocabulary that students acquired in the
first three courses. As with all the earlier offerings, this culminating-level Spanish language course conforms to the
standards of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students continue to sharpen their
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills while also learning to express themselves on topics relevant to Spanish
culture. The two-semester course is divided into ten units whose themes include people, achievements, wishes and
desires, activities, celebrations, possibilities, the past, the arts, current events, and wrap up and review.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Spanish Ill

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

AP Spanish Language students practice their Spanish speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. They study
vocabulary and grammar and then apply what they've learned in extensive written and spoken exercises. Students
develop an expansive vocabulary and a solid knowledge of all verb forms and tenses. Culture is an important aspect
of the course; students explore culture in both contemporary and historical contexts to develop an appreciation

of cultural products, practices, and perspectives. The equivalent of a college-level language course, AP Spanish
Language prepares students for the Advanced Placement exam as well as for further study of Spanish language,
culture, and literature.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Computer must be equipped with a microphone and audio recording software
Prerequisites: Spanish lll and teacher/school counselor recommendation



Technology

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

AP Computer Science A is the equivalent of a first-semester, college-level course in computer science. The course
emphasizes object-oriented programming methodology with a concentration on problem solving and algorithm
development. It also includes the study of data structures, design, and abstraction. Students enrolling in AP Computer
Science A should have knowledge of mathematics at the Algebra Il level as well as some previous programming
experience, a basic understanding of networks, and knowledge of the responsible use of computer systems
(including system reliability, privacy, legal issues, intellectual property, and the social and ethical ramifications of
computer use). To take this course, students need regular access to a computer system with recent technology.

Course Length: Two semesters

Materials: Java; at least 128 MB of memory

Prerequisites: Success in Algebra Il (or equivalent); previous programming experience, such as an introductory course
in C++, Pascal, Visual Basic, or Java; basic understanding of networks; and teacher/school counselor recommendation

COMPUTER FUNDAMENTALS

In this two-semester introductory course, students learn how to use word processing, spreadsheeting, and
presentation tools to create, analyze, edit, share, and publish information for a variety of audiences and purposes.
Through step-by-step tutorials and a project-based approach to learning, students become familiar with the key
concepts and basic skills of today’s information technology sector. The course is organized in units that cover the
following topics: Documents, Spreadsheets, Presentations, Internet basics, and E-mail Basics.

Course Length: Two semesters
Materials: Microsoft Office or Open Office
Prerequisites: None

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY*

In this one-semester course, students will learn the basics of photographic composition and lighting, develop

an understanding of using a digital camera and the basics of preparing a digital darkroom. Students will also learn
basic color theory and the fundamentals of image processing. Software skills are taught through practical, hands-on
activities that get students involved in the learning process and help them retain the content. By the conclusion of
this course, students are capable of producing their own unique and highly personalized images. This course

is designed for the student who has no background in photography.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Student must provide a digital camera
Prerequisites: None

GAME DESIGN*

Game Design introduces students to the basic skills necessary for game design. Instructional materials highlight the
various games in the industry and analyze their approach in terms of design and development. Students explore both
the artistic and technical processes of developing game elements such as story, levels, sound, and user interfaces.
They merge all these elements into a functional prototype to demonstrate their understanding of the game design
process. Unit topics in this one-semester course include history, player elements, genres, elements of game play,
setting goals, platform, game generations, and player modes.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: Multimedia Fusion 2 (standard), Blender (freeware), TrackMania Nations (freeware), and Multimedia Fusion
Developer (demo)

Prerequisites: None



PROGRAMMING I—VB.NET*

Students learn basic programming and the essential concepts of VisualBasic.net (VB.NET) in this one-semester course.
As an introduction to VB.NET, students are taught the basic uses of the programming language, its similarities to the
English language and others, its architecture, program flow, and its flexibility as a programming language. The course
helps participants understand the processes involved in software development and object-oriented programming.
This is an introductory course that could lead to careers such as software engineer, developer, or game designer.

Prior coursework in computer fundamentals is a prerequisite.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Visual Studio 2008 Express Edition
Prerequisites: Knowledge of computer fundamentals

PROGRAMMING II—JAVA*

This introductory-level, one-semester course is designed for people who have very little programming experience.
In Java Programming, students gain an understanding of Java platforms and learn how to build a stand-alone
application, such as a countdown clock or leap year indicator. Students also learn the techniques of Java and how
Java can be used in cross-platform programming. At the end of the course, students are able to write basic programs
using Java and are prepared to pursue further instruction in any programming language.

Course Length: One semester

Materials: JDK 1.5 or a higher version Java application

Prerequisites: Basic computer fundamentals; VB.NET Programming | or a solid understanding of version control
and general software development

WEB DESIGN*

This one-semester course introduces students to the mechanics and elements of web design and HTML, the concepts
of planning and organizing websites, and the documentation and copyright issues associated with website design.
Students engage in a variety of project-based assessments to evaluate their understanding and progress. After
completing the course, students are able to understand the planning and organization of a website, the elements of
design and HTML, and the copyright and fair use doctrines that apply to website creation. Students also learn how to
use a WYSIWIG editor and other online tools to create a website.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: NVu software package
Prerequisites: None

C++ PROGRAMMING*

In this introductory course, students learn basic programming concepts through a series of hands-on projects. They also
learn about software development careers, the software development process, and industry best practices. Using Microsoft
Visual C++ 2008, students master the building blocks of programming: functions, variables, loops, arrays, and classes.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

3D ART I—MODELING*

This course introduces students to 3D modeling tools and concepts. Using Blender, the popular open-source

3D modeling package, students will learn the basics of creating shapes, adding textures and lighting, and rendering.
By the end of the course, students will have produced a series of increasingly sophisticated projects for their

3D portfolios. This course is suitable for students with no prior experience with 3D game design or digital media
authoring tools.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



3D ART lI—ANIMATION*

In this advanced course, students build on the skills they developed in 3D Art | to learn 3D animation techniques.
Using Blender, a powerful open-source modeling tool, they master the basics of animation—rigging, bones, and
movement— while learning how to apply traditional animation techniques to their 3D models. They also learn about
jobs in the industry.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: 3D Art —Modeling (or equivalent)

AUDIO ENGINEERING*

In this introductory course, students learn about the physics of sound and the history of recording technologies.
They learn about the four stages of professional music recording projects: recording, editing, mixing, and mastering.
Using Audacity, an open-source recording and mixing program, they practice the techniques used by sound
engineers to produce multi-track recordings. Through a series of engaging hands-on projects, they learn the
fundamental concepts of audio engineering.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

GREEN DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY*

This course examines the impact of human activities on sustainability while exploring the basic principles and
technologies that support sustainable design. Students learn about the potential for emerging energy technologies
such as water, wind, and solar power. They find out how today’s businesses are adapting to the increased demand
for sustainable products and services. In this course, students develop a comprehensive understanding of this
fast-growing field.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

DIGITAL ARTS I*

In this exploratory course, students learn the elements and principles of design, as well as foundational concepts

of visual communication. While surveying a variety of media and art, students use image editing, animation, and
digital drawing to put into practice the art principles they've learned. They explore career opportunities in the design,
production, display, and presentation of digital artwork. They respond to the artwork of others and learn how to
combine artistic elements to create finished pieces that effectively communicate their ideas.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

DIGITAL ARTS II*

Students build on the skills and concepts they learned in Digital Arts | as they develop their vocabulary of digital
design elements. By the end of the course, they will have created a collection of digital art projects for their digital
design portfolio.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: Digital Arts | (or equivalent)



COMPUTER SCIENCE*

This course introduces students to computer science concepts such as computer architecture, networks, and the
Internet. Students use object-oriented programming, event-driven processes, modular computer programming,

and data manipulation algorithms to produce finished software programs. They use the design process to create many
programs by determining specifications, designing the software, and testing and improving the product until it meets
the specifications. By the end of this course, students will have a solid foundation for further study in this subject.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

ENGINEERING DESIGN /CAD*

Computer-aided design systems are used by designers and manufacturers in virtually every industry to create
engineering design solutions. In this course, students are introduced to engineering, learning the basics of CAD
software: creating points, lines, other geometric forms, isometric drawings, and 3D models. They learn how to
translate initial concepts into functional designs and 3D walkthroughs and explore career options in this
hands-on, introductory-level course.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



Electives

AP ART HISTORY

This course is designed to broaden students'knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms
within various historical and cultural contexts. In AP Art History, students identify and classify artworks from prehistory
through the twentieth century, formally analyze artworks by placing them in the historical context within which they
were created, consider the visual traditions of the cultures that created artworks, and understand interdisciplinary and
cultural influences on works of art. In addition to visual analysis, the course considers issues such as patronage, gender,
and the functions and effects of artworks. This course uses a textbook.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: Teacher/school counselor recommendation; Prior art training is not required

ACCOUNTING

Through this course, students gain a foundation in the skills needed for college accounting courses, office work,

and managing their own small businesses. This introduction to accounting gives students who have never had prior
accounting training an overview of the three forms of accounting: financial, cost, and management accounting. The
course helps build an appreciation for the role of accounting in managing a profitable business. Instructional material
covers the basic concepts, conventions, and rules of the double entry system and includes techniques for analyzing
ratios from a balance sheet. The concept of ethics, integrity, confidentiality, and rigor are woven through all the units.

Course Length: Two semesters
Prerequisites: None

ART APPRECIATION#*

This one-semester course introduces students to various forms of the visual arts, such as painting, sculpture, and film.
Students learn how to critically examine a work of art in historical, social, and cultural contexts; identify and compare
key characteristics in artworks; and understand the role art has played throughout history. Through hands-on activities,
virtual museum tours, discussion, and research, students develop the ability to explain the significance of artworks in
Western and non-Western cultures; identify the medium and technique used to create works of art; and analyze formal
elements, principles of design, and stylistic characteristics found in artworks from various art historical periods.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

CAREER PLANNING*

Students use an informative interactive process to explore career and life options in this one-semester elective.
They begin with a thorough examination of their own interests, aptitudes, achievements, and personality styles.
Instructional material then helps them match job market information, interview techniques, training requirements,
and educational paths to potential careers that suit their strengths and personal priorities. Successfully completing
this course gives students the ability to identify and describe their personal interests, aptitudes, and lifestyle goals;
locate and evaluate information about different careers; identify the skills and knowledge needed for careers of
interest and how to obtain them; and create an entrepreneurial business plan.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None



DRIVER EDUCATION*

Driver Education can provide a foundation for a lifetime of responsible driving. Instructional material in this course
emphasizes the mechanics of driving operations and the rules of safe driving. Among other topics, students learn
how to assess and manage risk, handle social pressures, understand signs and signals, comprehend the rules of the
road, and start, steer, stop, turn, and park a car. They also learn how to contend with driving environments including
light and weather conditions, share the roadway, respond to an emergency, buy and maintain a car, plan a trip, take a
state driving test, and partner with their parents or guardians to promote safety on the road. Students use a textbook
for this one-semester course.

Course Length: One semester
Materials: Responsible Driving, 2006, Glencoe McGraw-Hill; Street Smarts (DVD)
Prerequisites: None

HEALTH*

This high school course helps students develop the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy decisions that
allow them to stay active, safe, and informed. Students learn about the components of a healthy lifestyle and learn
strategies for making healthy choices. Instructional material introduces students to the concepts of mental health,
emotional health, social health, consumer health, and physical health. It presents opportunities for students to apply
their value systems to decisions concerning their own health. Students develop communication skills in this one-
semester course that allow them to demonstrate healthy choices with respect for self, family, and others.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

LIFE SKILLS*

This one-semester elective is designed to increase students'knowledge of and ability in using the skills necessary
for everyday living. Life Skills emphasizes defining personal values, goal setting and planning, and solving problems.
Instructional material focuses on dealing with media and peer pressure, communication and relationships, working
with others, avoiding and/or resolving conflict, decision making, wellness and personal safety, aspects of good
citizenship, environmental awareness, and how students can contribute to their own community. The course is
organized in six units, which cover the following topics: course introduction, thinking about yourself, thinking for
yourself, taking care of yourself, caring for your relationships, and caring about your world.

Course Length: One semester
Prerequisites: None

MUSIC APPRECIATION*

Students receive an introduction to the elements, instrumentation, and history of music in this one-semester course.
Instructional materials emphasize the significance of surroundings and time periods and how they influenced the
music of the day. Students listen to and evaluate several types of music and are assessed on their comprehension
through projects, presentations, and exams. After completing the course, students have the skills to identify basic
musical elements, compare and contrast elements in difference musical genres, identify key musical time periods
and their characteristics, identify significant composers and musicians from different time periods, descr