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Certification Staffing Assignment 
World Languages 

(PreK-12) 
 
World language programs describe the structure and use of language that is common 
or indigenous to all people of the same community or nation, the same geographical 
area, or of the same culture and traditions.  In addition, world language programs 
develop skills used in communicating, analyzing, and evaluating thoughts through 
oral and written language. 
 
This document contains the following sections: 
Terminology 
Grade Level Scope of Certificate 
Certification Assignment 
Special Considerations 
References 
Summary of Changes 
 
Terminology: 
 
World language and foreign language are synonymous terms.  
 
Grade Level Scope of Certificate: 
 
A person holding a valid Pennsylvania certificate for a specific world language is 
qualified to teach that world language to students in pre-kindergarten through grade 
twelve. 
 
Certification Assignment: 
 
Certificates are currently issued in the following languages: Arabic (4005), Chinese 
(Mandarin) (4405), French (4410), German (4420), Greek (4010), Hebrew (4020), 
Hindi (4023), Italian (4430), Japanese (4440), Korean (4025), Latin (4030), Pashto 
(4453), Persian Farsi (4455), Polish (4460), Portuguese (4470), Russian (4480), 
Spanish (4490), Turkish (4487), Urdu (4494) and Vietnamese (4495).   This list 
changes as tests become available or unavailable. 
 
Lithuanian (4450), Punjabi (4473), Romanian (4475), Sanskrit (4040), Slovak (4485), 
Swahili (4486), and Ukrainian (4493) Instructional II certificates are available. The 
level I was not issued after January 1, 2013 due to a lack of a content area test. 
 
A person holding a valid Pennsylvania certificate for a world language is qualified to 
teach courses and programs in the target language including: 

 Communication: listening, speaking, reading, and writing; 
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 Culture: traditions, customs, characteristics and developments of the 
selected country of the world language, and relationship between the 
perspectives, products and practices of the culture; 

 Communities: how the world language is used in the community 
(locally, nationally, and globally); and 

 Comparisons between the world language and culture versus the 
English language and American culture. 

World language certificate holders may teach non-credit exploratory courses in any 
language including the culture and tradition of the particular ethnic group speaking 
that language. 
 
Special Considerations: 
 

 An educator certified in this field may: 
o Provide professional development; 
o Serve in the role of mentor or advisor; and 
o Assist students in understanding how to read content area materials. 

 
References: 
 
Program Specific Guidelines for Certification. 
 
Other CSPGs for reference: Elementary Education 
 
Pa. Public School Code: §1202 
 §1212 
 §1604 
 
22 Pa. Code  Chapter 4: §4.21(h) 

§4.22(d) 
§4.23(d)(3) 

 §4.23(e) 
 §4.25 
 
 Chapter 49: §49.11  

§49.81  
§49.85(5) 

 

This revision supersedes all earlier CSPGs carrying this number and/or addressing 
this subject.  Previous printing dates on this subject: 3/75, 12/90, 7/04 
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Summary of Changes 
 

Date of 
Revisions 

Major Changes to CSPG #045 

3/1/2014  Defined terminology; updated K-12 to PreK-12. 

 Revised available language list. 

 Clarifications to Special Considerations. 

7/1/2004  Listed several new world languages. 

 The title was changed from Foreign Language to World 
Language. 

12/1/1990 CSPG #54: Foreign Language Certifications and Assignment 
Scope (K-12) 

 A certificate endorsed for a foreign language issued after 
8/1969 was considered to be a comprehensive-grade level 
certificate irrespective of any grade level endorsement 
indicated on the certificate. 

 A person holding a certificate endorsed for teaching a foreign 
language at the elementary grade level is qualified to teach the 
foreign language activities at the elementary grade or middle 
school level.  

3/1/1975 CSPG #54: Certification in Foreign Language 

 A person holding a valid certificate endorsed for foreign 
language may teach activities, such as listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing the language as well as the foreign culture 
of ethnic groups speaking that language, at any grade level.  

 


