
Focus Forward 

Data from a New Perspective 

PVAAS Statewide Team for PDE 

1 



    

  

Three Steps to Bridge from SY19-20 to SY20-21 

Step 1: Know your 

SY19-20 data 

Step 2: Use SY19-20 
data to plan SY20-21 

Step 3: Set the 
direction for SY20-21 
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Supplemental Video & Materials 

https://tinyurl.com/pvaasfocusforward 

Available in this folder: 
▪ Video of main ideas and content 
▪ PDF of PPT slides 
▪ Focus Forward notes and checklist 
▪ Data Meeting Protocol templates 
▪ Sample Excel file for student learning data 
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Keeping the data momentum going! 

DATA FROM A NEW 

PERSPECTIVE 
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Focus Forward: Data from a New Perspective 

We won’t have… 

▪ New statewide assessments 
(PSSA/Keystone) 

▪ New PVAAS growth data 

▪ End of year data 

But we DO have… 

▪ Historical data! 

▪ Historical growth data! 
(district, school, teacher) 

▪ BOY and MOY data! 
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What do you want to hear? 

“Since we did not administer PSSA/Keystone, 

we don’t really have data on our students.” 

“We do have data! We have historical data, 

PVAAS projections, and benchmark and 

diagnostic data from this year!” 
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Which of these do you want to hear? 

“There is really nothing in PVAAS we can 

use this year since we did not take end of 

year state assessments.” 

“We can use PVAAS projections and 

compare them to the progress that our 

students made in assessments like 

the CDT!” 
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What about hearing these? 

“We worked so hard with new strategies and 
put new things in place last year but we don’t 
know if they worked!” 

“We want to use the student learning data 
we have from beginning and middle of the 
year to see the progress students made! 
And, we’re going to collect data in 
September to hit the ground running!” 
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Three Steps 

1. Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

2. Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

3. Set the Direction for SY20-21 
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Step One 

Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 



 

 

  

 

  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Data from Sept-March…and Prior 

You collected and analyzed data 

along the way – September 

through March! 

You have historical data from 

prior years! 

What can you learn from each? 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Data from March through Present 

What student data are you 

currently collecting with your 

Continuity of Education plan? 

How is that being captured or 

collected? 

What can you learn from that 

data? 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Available Data 

Historical Data 

(Prior Years) 

▪ PSSA & Keystone 

▪ PVAAS Growth 
(2019 & 3-year 
average) 

▪ Benchmark 
Assessments 

▪ Diagnostic 
Assessments 

SY19-20 Data 

(Sept – March) 

▪ Benchmark 
Assessments 

▪ Diagnostic 
Assessments 

▪ Universal Screeners 

▪ Student Progress 
Data? 

PVAAS 
Projections   
(SY19-20) 

▪ Projection Summary 

▪ Custom Student 
Report 

▪ Child Success 
Summary 

▪ Projections to PSSA 
Keystones, AP, SAT, 
and ACT 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Determining Trends 

Review Benchmark or Diagnostic Data 

What student learning data do you have? 

Compare to PVAAS Projections 

Were students making appropriate progress? 

Evaluate Progress Made 

What is the evidence of your progress? 
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Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

PVAAS Projections & Middle of the Year Data 

What does the MOY data for these 

students indicate? 

▪ Were students with a high probability 

for proficiency making progress and 

still on track? 

▪ Were students at moderate risk 

making sufficient progress? 

▪ Were students at high risk making 

significant progress? 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Sample Template 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

One District’s Example (Sample Data) 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Progress Data in SY19-20 

Sample CDT Growth & Focus Report 

What progress data from 

SY19-20 is available for 

your school? 
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  Step 1: Know and Analyze SY19-20 Data 

Pause for a Moment 

What student learning data did you collect 
this year? 

What was/is your process for analyzing your 
data? 

Did you have a data team meeting after 
your MOY assessment(s)? 

Using your PVAAS projection data and 
other risk information, to what degree was 
progress made with groups of students? 
With individual students? 

How does what was discussed so far align 
with or challenge your thinking about what 
you’ve done so far? And, what you might 
consider doing next? 
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Step Two 

Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 



 

 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Use data to plan for… 

Classrooms, 

Teams, and 

Course 

Placement 

Supports 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Planning Considerations for SY20-21 

Historical Data 
Patterns 

Achievement 

Growth 

SY19-20 Data 
Analysis 

Sept 2019 

March 2020 

PVAAS 
Projections to 

2021 

PSSA 2021 

Keystones 

AP Exams 

PSAT, SAT, 
ACT 

Master schedule? 

Course placements? 

Teacher 

assignments? 

Interventions? 

Enrichments? 

Resources? 
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LET’S

Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

A Middle School Scenario: 

Planning 7th Grade Math for 

Your Current 6th Grade Students 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Start with Historical Patterns 

Grade 7 Math PSSA Achievement History 

SY16-17 

66% 
Proficient/Advanced 

SY17-18 

64% 
Proficient/Advanced 

SY18-19 

65% 
Proficient/Advanced 

Grade 7 Math PSSA Growth Trends 

PVAAS Value-Added, 3-year avg is RED 

SY16-17 

GREEN 

SY17-18 

YELLOW 

SY18-19 

RED 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Look at SY19-20 Data… 

What is latest achievement data 

from SY19-20 indicating? 25 



 

 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Download/Export to Include with Other Data 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Looking Ahead to SY20-21 Students 

What do our projections tell us about upcoming 

Grade 7 students in Math? 
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So what?
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That must mean: 

Master Schedule 

Student Assignments 

Teacher Assignments 



 

 

 

 

LET’S

Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

High School Scenario: 

Planning English Courses for 

Your Incoming 9th Grade Students 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Start with Historical Patterns 

Keystone Literature Achievement History 

SY16-17 

58% 
Proficient/Advanced 

SY17-18 

71% 
Proficient/Advanced 

SY18-19 

74% 
Proficient/Advanced 

Keystone Literature Growth Trends 

PVAAS Value-Added, 3-year avg is LIGHT BLUE 

SY16-17 

YELLOW 

SY17-18 

LIGHT BLUE 

SY18-19 

LIGHT BLUE 
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Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Look at SY19-20 Data… 

Grade 8 ELA 

What is latest achievement data 

from SY19-20 indicating? 33 



   

 

 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Other Data: Historical AND SY19-20 

▪ Other benchmark data in non-state-

assessed areas 

▪ Local course assessments 

▪ Grades 

– Are there consistent grading criteria across 

teachers and courses? 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Looking Ahead to Keystone Literature 

What do our projections tell us about incoming grade 9 

students (as they work towards Keystone Literature in 

grade 10)? 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

What about incoming 10th graders’ Literature projections? 

What do our projections tell us about incoming grade 10 

students who are taking Keystone Literature courses 

next year? 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Process for Incoming 11th & 12th graders?? 

What do the PVAAS projections tell you about 

the needs of your incoming 11th & 12th 

graders? 
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So what?
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That must mean: 

Master Schedule & 
Course Offerings 

Student Assignments 

Teacher/Staff 
Assignments 



 

  

 

LET’S

Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Elementary Scenario: 

Planning 2nd Grade Reading for 

Your Current 1st Grade Students 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Start with Historical Patterns 

Grade 2 Reading History 

SY16-17 

50% 

“Core Support” 

SY17-18 

59% 

“Core Support” 

SY18-19 

60% 

“Core Support” 
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 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

SY19-20 Data Shows… 

First Grade January 2020 
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So what?
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That must mean: 

Tiered Support 

Differentiated 

Instruction in Core 



 

 Step 2: Use SY19-20 Data to Plan for SY20-21 

Pause for a Moment 

How does this 

information guide your 

action steps now and 

prior to September 

2020? 
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Step Three 

Set the Direction for SY20-21 



 

Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

It’s September – Now What?! 

Historical 
Patterns 

BASELINE 
Assessments 

PVAAS 
Projections 

Set the Direction 
for SY20-21 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Start Day 1… 

Start differentiated supports 

Begin intervention supports 

Implement master schedule 

(allocated time for necessary supports) 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Urgency Consideration 

Assess in first weeks of 
school! 

Universal 
Screeners 

Benchmark Diagnostic 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Remember This Sample Template (from Step 1) 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Add to the Template! 

https://tinyurl.com/pvaasfocusforward 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Setting goals and priorities for SY20-21 

▪ Use baseline assessment data 

• Example: DIBELS/AimsWeb, CDT, STAR, MAP, etc. 

▪ Consider along with PVAAS Projection to 2021 

data (from Step 2) 

Develop Goals and Priorities for SY20-21 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

What is your new data indicating? 

Use your new data to set both achievement 

goals AND growth goals! 

Elementary Example 

▪ Achievement Goal 

The percent of students reaching proficiency or above will 

increase by 15% (12 students), from ___ to ___ % 

Proficient/Advanced. 

▪ Growth Goal 

Students in grade 5 will gain in ELA. 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

What is your new data indicating? 

Use your new data to set both achievement 

goals AND growth goals! 

Secondary Example 

▪ Achievement Goal 

The percent of students reaching proficiency or above will 

increase by 15% (45 students), from ___ to ___ % 

Proficient/Advanced. 

▪ Growth Goal 

Students in Keystone Literature will continue to gain. 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Resource for Setting Growth Goals 

Complete Guide to Using PVAAS to 

Set Growth Goals & Priorities 
58 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PVAAS/UsingPVAAS/CompleteGuideToGrowthGoals.pdf


 

 

 

 

Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Respond Based on Your Data… 

ADJUST differentiated supports 

ADJUST intervention supports 

ADJUST master schedule 

(allocated time for necessary supports) 
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Step 3: Set the Direction for SY20-21 

Creating a Protocol for Sept 2020 & Beyond 

https://tinyurl.com/pvaasfocusforward 
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 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
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PVAAS Login Page 

PVAAS Login Page: https://pvaas.sas.com 
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PVAAS e-Learning 

PVAAS Login Page: 

https://pvaas.sas.com 
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PVAAS Online Help 

▪Specific to your location in 
system 

▪Specific to your level of 
access 

▪Menu-driven 
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Still have questions? 

Contact IU PVAAS Point of Contact 
▪ Link from PVAAS login page 

Contact PVAAS Statewide Team, 
pdepvaas@iu13.org 

▪ Issues concerning policies or use of reporting 

Contact SAS EVAAS Support Team 
▪ Issues concerning accessing or navigating the system 
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Thank you for joining us! 
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Contact/Mission 

For more information on the use of PVAAS data please visit PDE’s 

website at www.education.pa.gov 

The mission of the department is to academically prepare children and adults to succeed 

as productive citizens. The department seeks to ensure that the technical support, 

resources and opportunities are in place for all students, whether children or adults, to 

receive a high quality education. 

67 

www.education.pa.gov

	Structure Bookmarks
	Artifact
	3 
	Artifact
	Focus Forward: Data from a New Perspective 
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	graders? 
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Still have questions? 
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Artifact
	Contact/Mission 




