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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

State Board of Private Academic Schools

333 Market Street, Harrisfuzg, Pennsyloania 17126-0333

August 19, 2016

The meeting of the State Board of Private Academic Schools convened on Friday,

August 19, 2016 in the Honors Suite of the Pennsylvania Department of Education located at 333
Market Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Public notice of the meeting was published in
accordance with the Sunshine Meeting Act of 1986. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.
by Jane Allis, Chairperson.

Board Members

Jane Allis

Dr. Charles R. Glean

Kyu Hwang

Carol Lopus

Gwendolyn Morris
Carolyn Pasanek - Absent
Dr. Roberta L. Schomburg
Lisa Silverman - Absent

Patrick Lord, Senior Board Counsel
Staff

Sara Hockenberry, Assistant Counsel

Kelly Hudson, Staff

Tina Weaver, Staff

Stephanie Nauss, Staff .

Renee Lenker, Bureau of School Leadership and Teacher Quality
Mary Ann Olley, Office of Child Development and Early Learning
Joan McKenzie, Staff




Old Business application representatives in attendance:
Johnson International Prep Academy
Sheena Ford, Vernella White

New Business — Supplemental application representatives:
River Rock Academy
Thomas Seben

Woods Services
Maura Roberts

Lifeworks (@ Village Park
Steve Detweiler, Paul D’ Amore

Pathways
Ellen Wedemeyer

Soaring Heights School
Lauren Reig

Yale Scheool of Philadelphia
Lauren Bell

Grayson School
Melissa Bilash, Jenny Nance, Amy Stoios

Hope Academy
Jennifer Simpkins

New Business — Initial application representatives

Bright Beginnings Child Care, Inc. ond St.: Baltimore Pike & Hodgson St.
Mary Fasick, Tamera Grater

Capstone Academy
Amanda Flavell, Rachel Murray

Learning & Sharing Child Development Center
Martin Duerrich, Chelsea Wagner

LifeWorks School at Rockbourne Falls
Martin Duerrich, Chelsea Wagner, Curtis Callands

Morrell Neighborhood School and Moxham Neighborhood School
Christina Baughman, Shasta Wagner, Jessica Pelleschi, Rebecca Brown




Solid Foundations Academy
Beth Rupert

Sunny Tree House
Oxana Petrenko, Kimberly Kelly




ROLL CALL
J. McKenzie conducted the roll call of Board members. Attendance of Board members and
guests attending can be seen on the first page of the minutes.

SUNSHINE ACT MEETING NOTICES Thursday and Friday Private Academic School Board
meetings were published in accordance with the Sunshine Act of 1986.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Upon a motion by C. Glean seconded by R. Schomburg, the Minutes of the June 17, 2016
meeting of the State Board of Private academic Schools were approved by unanimous voice
vole.

OLD BUSINESS

Hearing Requests — Patrick Lord
Mr. Lord reported that are currently no active hearing requests.

Presentation of Motions — Sara Hockenberry

Ms. Hockenberry presented no motions.

Schools Considered at Previous Meetings

Johnson International Prep Academy. This application was considered at the April 15, 2016
meeting. Additional information was requested by the Board. There were two representatives in
attendance. Board members found that the school’s application was still incomplete. The
application was then withdrawn by the applicant.

NEW BUSINESS
New Supplemental Applications for Board Approval
Fourteen schools submitted supplemental applications for Board approval.

Upon a motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by G. Morris, six of the supplemental applications
(New Story Wyomissing, Wee Care Day School, Mission for Educating Children w/Autism,
Cornell Abraxas Group, New Story Harrisburg, and Pressley Ridge School for the Deaf
Program) were approved as submitted by unanimous voice vote.

After brief questions by the Board and clarification by representatives from the school, upon a
motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by C. Glean, Soaring Heights supplemental application was
approved.

After brief questions by the Board and clarification by representatives from the school, upon a
motion by C. Glean, seconded by R. Schomburg, Yale School of Philadelphia supplemental
application was approved.




After brief questions by the Board and clarification by representatives from the school, upen a
motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by G. Morris, Grayson School supplemental application was
approved.

After brief questions by the Board and clarification by representatives from the school, upon a
motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by C. Glean, Hope Academy of Wexford’s supplemental
application was approved.

After brief questions by the Board and clarification by representatives from the school, upon a
motion by C. Lopus, seconded by C. Glean, River Rock’s supplemental application was
approved.

Upon a motion by K. Hwang, seconded by G. Morris, the supplemental application of Woods
Services was conditionally approved by unanimous voice vote. The conditions that must be met
before licensure are:

1. Provide a narrative about why the school has a primarily vocational focus for students
with SED.

2. Revise the schedule to reflect high school curriculum course content and describe the
instruction and experiences of students during each period to reflect the integration of
course content.

3. Provide an explanation of how the curriculum development for the school utilizes
appropriate existing resources. '

Upon a motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by C. Lopus, the supplemental application of
Liteworks at Village Park was conditionally approved by unanimous voice vote. The condition
that must be met before licensure is:

I. Director approval for Paul D’ Amore,

Upon a motion by C. Glean, seconded by R. Schomburg, the supplemental application of
Pathways School was conditionally approved by unanimous voice vote. The conditions that must
be met before licensure are:

1. Provide a signed statement that all students being accepted will have a ptimary
diagnosis of autism.

2. Provide a revised schedule with maximum of 6 hours and which reflects how all areas
of curriculum for this age group are integrated into schedule periods and what the
students’ experiences will be for each period.

3. Provide a concise description of a balanced curriculum being implemented for this
age group and how connections are made with the students’ home.

New Schools and Directors for Board Approval
There were ten new schools presented for Board approval.

Bright Beginnings Child Care, Inc. All three Bright Beginnings Child Care, Inc. were presented
to the Board for approval. There were two representatives in attendance to answer questions




from the Board. The Board remarked that the submitted applications were delightful to read and
congratulations for achieving Keystone Star 4 rating. Upon a motion by K. Hwang, seconded by
R. Schomburg, all three Bright Beginnings Child Care, Inc. applications Nursery (3 & 4) were
approved for licensure by unanimous voice vote.

Capstone Academy. Application was presented to the Board for approval. Two
representatives attended to answer questions from the Board. The Board had questions on
the contracted services, schedules and transitioning of the students. Upon a motion by C.
Glean, seconded by G. Morris, Capstone Academic’s application for licensure was
conditionally approved for Special Education (Autism): Elementary/Secondary grades 1-
12 by unanimous voice vote. The three conditions that must be met before licensure are:

1. Answer question 12 to elaborate on how contracted services such as Speech
and Language, OT, and PT will be integrated into the student’s day to meet
his/her communication, socialization, and academic goals.

2. Provide a revised daily schedule for grades 9-12 that shows how transitional
programming is integrated into the daily schedule.

3. Elaborate on the planned communication strategies between home and school
to promote student success.

Learning& Sharing Child Development Center. Application was presented to the Board
for approval. There were two representatives in attendance to answer questions from the
Board. The Board appreciated the very comprehensive answers to the questions in the
application. They had questions regarding enrollment and if the 3 & 4 yr. olds share same
room. Upon a motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by C. Lopus Learning & Sharing
Child Development Center’s applications for licensure were approved for Nursery and
Kindergarten by unanimous voice vote. ‘

LifeWorks School at Rockbourne Falls. Application was presented to the Board for
approval. There were three representatives in attendance to answer questions from the
Board. The Board had questions about socialization opportunities for the disabled
students and Professional Development of staff. Upon a motion by C. Glean, seconded
by G. Morris, LifeWorks School at Rockbourne Fall’s application for licensure was
approved for Special Education (Elementary 3-8/Secondary 9-12) with
Socially/Emotionally Disturbed by unanimous voice vote.

Morrell Neighborhood School and Moxham Neighborhood School. Both applications were
presented to the Board for approval. There were four representatives in attendance to answer
questions from the Board. The Board remarked that this was a very interesting program. The
Board had questions on why they selected the curriculum and how they serve students with
special needs. Upon a motion by K. Hwang, seconded by R. Schomburg, Morrell
Neighborhood School and Moxham Neighborhood School’s application for licensure was
approved for Nursery (4’s) by unanimous voice vote.

Solid Foundations Academy. Application was presented to the Board for approval. There was
one representative in attendance to answer questions from the Board. The Board had guestions
about the schedule and teacher aides. Upon a motion by R. Schomburg, seconded by C, Lopus,




Solid Foundations Academy application for licensure was approved for Nursery/Tutoring/ETR
by unanimous voice vote.

Sunny Tree House. Application was presented to the Board for approval. There were two
representatives in attendance to answer questions from the Board. The Board had questions
about the teacher aid and ratios. Upon a motion by C. Glean, seconded by R. Schomburg,
Sunny Tree House’s application for licensure was conditionally approved for Nursery (ages 3
and 4) and Kindergarten by unanimous voice vote. The condition that must be met before
licensure is:

1. Provide a revised answer to question 7 to elaborate on how teachers will integrate
information from specialists into the classtoom for students with IEP’s and how teachers
will provide feedback to the specialists to improve student success in the classroom.

Directors for Board Approval

Upon a motion by R.Schomburg, seconded by K. Hwang, 14 new education directors (to include
Paul D’ Amore) were approved by unanimous voice vote. '

DISCUSSION/INFORMATION

There will be a work session and ethics training held on Friday, September 23, 2016 beginning at
9:00 a.m. ‘

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further items of business, and upon a motion by C. Glean, seconded by K.
Hwang meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.

Doz N (N Yenc

Jgfan M. McKenzie
Acting Secretary to the Board




