HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 572, 1710 PRINTER S NO. 1913

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 539 *ua”

I NTRODUCED BY FUMO, LYNCH, ANDREZESKI, WLLIAMS, PORTERFI ELD

JONES, STEWART, MJSTO, STOUT, SALVATORE, REIBMAN, AFFLERBACH,

RHOADES AND HESS, FEBRUARY 15, 1989

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 7, 1990
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AN ACT

Requiring institutions of higher education to evaluate their

faculties for fluency in the English | anguage; providing for

certifications as to that fluency; inposing penalties; and
conferring powers and duties upon the State Board of
Educati on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the English
Fl uency in H gher Education Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The State Board of Education efthe bPepartrwent—of

Education.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the

Commonweal t h.
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"Instructional faculty.” Every nenber of an institution of
hi gher education, other than visiting faculty BUT | NCLUDI NG <—
GRADUATE TEACHI NG ASSI STANTS, who teaches one or nore
undergraduate credit courses at a canpus of that institution
within this Cormmonweal th except:

(1) such courses that are designed to be taught

predom nately in a foreign | anguage;

(2) student participatory and activity courses such as
clinics, studios, semnars and | aboratori es;
(3) special arrangenent courses such as individualized

i nstruction and i ndependent study courses; and

(4) continuing education courses.
Section 3. Evaluation of fluency.

Each institution of higher education operating in this
Commonweal th shall evaluate its instructional faculty for
fluency in the English | anguage in the classroom Such fluency
shall be eval uated using varied and appropriate criteria, such
as personal interviews, peer, ALUWI and student observations <—
and eval uations, publications, professional presentations, tests
or any other appropriate criteria which effectively eval uates
such fluency.

Section 4. Certification.

By Septenmber 1 of each year, each institution of higher
education operating in this Commonweal th nmust file with the
departnment a certification stating that the instructional
faculty nmenbers hired either since the effective date of this
act or hired subsequent to the last annual certification are
fluent in the English |anguage, as provided in section 3.
Section 5. Nonconpli ance.

If an institution of higher education operating in this
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Commonweal th does not conply with section 4, the Secretary of
Education nmay i npose a $10,000 penalty for each course taught by
an uncertified faculty nenber, as provided for in sections 3 and
4.
Section 6. Regul ations.

The board shall pronul gate regul ations to inplenent sections
4 and 5.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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