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Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program                    2020-2021 Program Application
I. Summary 
1. General Information
A. Goals of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Campaign
In an effort to increase awareness, education, and resources to combat sexual assault, Governor Tom Wolf launched the “It’s On Us PA” campaign on January 29, 2016, inviting education leaders and all Pennsylvanians to be part of the solution to protect students from sexual violence. The campaign’s goals are to: 
1. Improve awareness, prevention, reporting, and response systems regarding sexual violence in schools, colleges, and universities to better serve all students. 

2. Remove/reduce barriers that prevent survivors of sexual violence from reporting and/or accessing vital resources by creating a more consistent, empowering reporting process for student survivors of gender-based violence. 

3. Demonstrate significant, proactive, and sustainable leadership to change institutional culture by challenging Pennsylvania’s education leaders – including college and university presidents, superintendents – as well as students, teachers, faculty, staff, families, and communities to pledge to improve their institutions’ climate. 

[bookmark: _Hlk20153867]Pennsylvania was the first state to launch an “It’s On Us” state campaign, building off the momentum of the national It’s On Us campaign launched in 2014 by the Obama administration. Since 2016-17, Governor Wolf has successfully advocated for funding to support postsecondary institutions’ sexual violence prevention, reporting, and response efforts. Building on the It’s On Us initiative, Governor Wolf signed into law Act 16 of 2019 to require postsecondary institutions to offer online, anonymous options for reporting sexual assault and to protect students who report assault from being disciplined for violating campus drug or alcohol policies.
B. Grant Program Purpose 
The purpose of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program is to assist postsecondary institutions by providing funding for initiatives that are aligned to the It’s On Us PA campaign goals and Article XX-J of the Public School Code of 1949 (Article XX-J). Specifically, the purpose of this grant is to fund programs which address campus sexual assault in the following areas: 
1. Increase mechanisms and capacity for reporting. Develop, improve, or increase mechanisms for anonymous reporting and/or improve institutional capacity to collect data to meet federal and state reporting requirements. 

2. Improve institutional awareness and training. Develop, improve, or implement awareness and prevention education curricula or campus-wide training for students, faculty, and staff, including, but not limited to, institutional awareness campaigns to improve understanding of the reporting process and available on- and off-campus resources for survivors of sexual assault. 

3. Improve institutional response to sexual violence. Develop or improve structures to make students aware of available resources, students’ rights, and/or institutional response protocols for supporting students who have experienced sexual violence. 
C. Eligible Programs and Activities
The following programs or activities will be considered for funding: 
1. Programs that propose to develop, improve, or increase mechanisms for anonymous reporting by survivors of sexual violence.

2. Programs that propose to develop or improve structures and the delivery modes used to enhance awareness of available resources, students’ rights, and/or institutional response protocols for supporting students. 

3. Programming that enhances the creation and adoption of curricula, comprehensive prevention strategies, and/or institution-wide training for students, faculty, and staff, including evidence-based awareness and/or prevention programs that address healthy relationship skills and/or programs that reduce social norms and attitudes that contribute to sexual violence. 

4. Efforts to improve institutional capacity to collect data to meet federal and state reporting requirements. 

5. Institutional campaigns to raise awareness and understanding of the reporting process, rights of survivors of sexual violence, and resources available. 

6. Initiatives that propose to partner with K-12 or advocacy organizations to create, adopt, or enhance curricula to provide programming or increase awareness of sexual assault in both the K-12 and postsecondary settings.
7. Initiatives not described above that are aligned to the grant program purpose and the goals of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA campaign, which take into account circumstances brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.

[bookmark: _Hlk45273875]
In the ever-changing circumstances brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic, plans may have to change in order to meet the program goals. Applicants selected for funding will notify OPHE in writing of any proposed changes to the programs or activities in the approved application.
D. Applicant Eligibility
Applications will be accepted directly from postsecondary institutions in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with authorization to award an associate or higher academic degree, as defined in section 2001-J of the Public School Code of 1949, as amended (24 P.S. §20-2001-J).  All interested applicants are required to submit proposals that are aligned to the goals of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program and Article XX-J. Additionally, interested applicants should have taken the It’s On Us PA pledge.  Applicants should also be in compliance with reporting requirements in section 2001-G of the Public School Code of 2010, “Sexual Violence Education at Institutions of Higher Education.” 
E. Deadline
A completed application must be received by PDE’s Office of Postsecondary and Higher Education by 11:59 PM on Wednesday, October 7, 2020. Applications received by the Office of Postsecondary and Higher Education after the deadline will not be considered for funding. 
F. Funding
The 2020-21 state budget included $1 million for the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program. Applicants may apply for up to $30,000 per institution for programs (see Section C for eligible activities). Funding requests may include a combination of any of the eligible activities that meet the goals of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program.
G. Selection Criteria
This is a competitive grant program. Applications will be selected for funding based on eligibility, project narratives, budget goals and budget narratives, objectives, and other criteria, as outlined in the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program Request for Applications and this application. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, applications will also be selected for funding based on the proposals’ demonstrated ability to adapt to pandemic and post-pandemic learning environments such as remote learning, quarantines on campus or at home, different academic calendars, changes in residential life or commuting, etc. The Office of Postsecondary and Higher Education will establish a selection committee to review and score complete applications.  Institutions that have previously received the grant will be expected to explain how their proposal builds on (not just continues) past work and explain the need for the new approach.
H. Grant Period
The grant performance period is January 1, 2021-May 31, 2022. 
I. Notification Process
Applicants selected for funding will receive a final award notification and grant agreement in December 2020. The notification will be sent to the individual identified as project director in the application. 
2. Application Instructions
A. Applications for the 2020-2021 Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program will be created, submitted, and collected through a digital application process. 

B. Only one proposal will be accepted from each postsecondary institution, and no guarantee is made to any applicant. 

C. Eligible postsecondary institutions may complete their applications using this form or may submit their electronic application using a different document format. Application Narrative may not exceed five (5) pages. The Budget Narrative and supplemental information and attachments are not included in this page limit.

D. Applications that do not include all required information as stated on the application will not be considered for funding.

E. All applicants must meet the requirements outlined in the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program Request for Applications (RFA). 

F. PDE reserves the right to contact applicants to request or recommend amendments to the proposal or budget for further consideration of the grant application.

G. Completed applications and relevant supplementary materials must be submitted via email no later than 11:59 PM on Wednesday, October 7, 2020. Application submissions must be sent to ra-edItsOnUsPA@pa.gov as both PDF and Word documents.  
3. Submission of Written Questions
PDE’s Office of Postsecondary and Higher Education will answer technical questions and provide technical assistance via email related to the grant application. All substantive questions must be submitted by September 16, 2020. Responses will be provided in the form of an FAQ distributed to all institutions on September 18, 2020. All questions should be submitted to ra-edItsOnUsPA@pa.gov.  
4. Supplementary Materials and Attachments
(Note: These attachments are not included in the 5-page narrative limit.)

☐  Links/copies of relevant institution policies and programs, including the institution’s sexual assault policy and/or Annual Security Report.

☐  Signed letter(s) of commitment and/or memorandum of understanding for any partners participating in this project.
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II. 2020-2021 Governor’s It’s On Us PA Program Grant Application Form
1. Application Narrative – Summary 
Applicants must provide narrative responses to the questions in the order in which they are listed and provide all requested attachments and materials, as applicable. Application Narratives may not exceed five (5) pages (excluding Budget Narrative and supplemental materials). 

The application includes the following sections: 
☐ Applicant Information
☐ Project Overview
☐ Goals and Objectives (10 points)
☐ Proposal Narrative (45 points)
☐ Budget Information (Summary Budget Form and Budget Narrative[footnoteRef:1]) (25 points) [1:  The Budget Narrative does not have a page limit. Utilize the space needed to thoroughly explain how the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program funds will be used. Round amounts to the nearest whole dollar. Grant funds may not be used for direct salaries, fringe benefits, or operational rates. All budgets will be reviewed to evaluate appropriateness and connection to proposed grant activities and goals. ] 

☐ Expected Outcomes and Assessment (20 points)
2. Applicant Information

A. Applicant Name: (Enter text)

B. Applicant County: (Enter text)

C. Mailing Address: (Enter text)

D. City: (Enter text)

E. State: (Enter text)

F. Zip Code: (Enter text)

G. Project Director Name: (Enter text)

H. Project Director Title: (Enter text)

I. Project Director Email Address: (Enter text)

J. Project Director Phone Number: (Enter text)

K. Number of Enrolled Students: (Enter text)

L. Number of Students Living on Campus (if applicable): (Enter text)

M. Total (cumulative) number of sexual assaults reported to campus or local law enforcement for each of the past three years (2017, 2018 and 2019): (Enter text)

N. Has the institution previously applied for an It’s On Us PA grant?  If yes, indicate the date(s) of the previous application(s): (Enter text)

O. Has the institution previously received an It’s On Us PA grant?  If yes, indicate date(s) and amount(s) received: (Enter text)

P. Does this grant application include a funding request to develop and/or improve an anonymous reporting system? (Enter text)

3. Project Overview 

A. Project Title: (Enter text)

B. Estimated Start Date: (Enter text)

C. Estimated Completion Date: (Enter text)

D. Estimated Total Project Cost: (Enter text)

E. Grant Amount Requested (Not to Exceed $30,000): (Enter text)

F. Additional Partners Participating in Project (Note: A signed letter of commitment or memorandum of understanding must be included for each partner participating in the project): (Enter text)

G. Link to institution’s sexual assault policy and/or Annual Security Report:[footnoteRef:2] (Enter text) [2:  If the sexual assault policy and/or Annual Security Report is not available online, submit as attachment(s) with application.] 


4. Goals and Objectives (10 points)
Provide a brief summary of the goals and objectives of the program. Explain how these goals and objectives align with the goals of the Governor’s It’s On Us PA campaign and Article XX-J of the Public School Code of 1949 (Article XX-J).

(Enter text)
5. Proposal Narrative (45 points)
Provide a detailed description of the program(s) to be implemented and activities to be conducted. Include details of how the proposed program will improve awareness or training, reduce or eliminate barriers for reporting, or improve data collection and reporting capacity.
· Describe how the program meets at least one eligibility criteria as described in the Governor’s It’s On Us PA Grant Program Request for Application.
· Assess the institution’s risk factors and needs and provides statistical data to support the assessment.
· Describe the institution’s efforts to improve understanding of strengths and barriers within the existing prevention, reporting, and response systems through the development, use, and/or analysis of campus climate surveys or other data, including current data reported for Clery Act compliance.
· Describe how the program will help to reduce or eliminate barriers to reporting of incidents sexual violence.
· Describe how the program will be adapted, or adaptable, to pandemic and post-pandemic learning environments such as remote learning, quarantines on campus or at home, different academic calendars, changes in residential life or commuting, etc.
· Include how the program will use the grant to address specific needs of the highest-risk members of the institution’s community, however the institution chooses to consider “risk.” For example, the institution might consider risk from the perspective of academic progress and resources; societal factors such as sexism, racism, xenophobia, homophobia or transphobia; socioeconomic factors such as access to physical and mental health wellness resources; or from other perspectives relevant to the institution’s community.
· If the institution has previously received an It’s On Us PA grant, explain how the proposal expands or extends the previously funded work or explain the rationale for a new approach.

(Enter text)

6. Budget Information (25 points)
Applicants must provide a Budget Narrative that demonstrates how funds will support the goals and objectives of the proposal. Ensure that the budget narrative demonstrates how funds will be used equitably for supporting the highest-risk community members. 

(Enter text)

Use the table below to itemize all expenditures using per-unit costs. Summarize the total of all expenditures into three categories: Contracted Services, Supplies, and Other.

	Program Expense
	Quantity
	Cost Per Unit
	Total Cost

	(Enter text)
	(Enter text)
	($ Enter text)
	($ Enter text)

	(Enter text)
	(Enter text)
	($ Enter text)
	($ Enter text)

	(Enter text)
	(Enter text)
	($ Enter text)
	($ Enter text)

	(Enter text)
	(Enter text)
	($ Enter text)
	($ Enter text)

	Grand Total: 
	($ Enter text)



7. Expected Outcomes (20 points)

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]State outcomes in measurable terms including baseline information and expected improvement. Explain how program impact will be assessed. 

(Enter text)
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