
Example B TDA Learning 
Progression Annotations

Student Response Reading Comprehension: 
Developing

An understanding of the passage 
and prompt is demonstrated as 
the student explains how Winn 
Dixie put her paws on the 
window and caused a friendship. 
The student also shows 
comprehension by identifying a 
central message that friendship 
can happen out of nowhere. 
However, the writing lacks key 
details about Miss Franny and 
the girl. The writing also lacks 
inferences about these 
characters.

Analysis: Developing 
The use of one piece of evidence 
is included and supports the 
inferences about the characters 
and the central message. 
(Evidence… put her paws on the 
window. Inferences…they would 
never have known each other; 
she would never of made a 
friend; Winn Dixie made both of 
the people’s life better. 
Analysis…a generalization and 
explanation about the friendship 
is provided by stating that a 
friendship can happen out of no 
wear and the author wants the 
reader to know how friendships 
can happen.) This explanation 
demonstrates an understanding 
beyond the literal meaning of the 
text. However, the interrelation-
ship of the characters and the 
central message is not fully 
developed.
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Essay Writing: Meeting
The multi-paragraph organization 
is one in which ideas are 
grouped into paragraphs.

The references to the characters 
are vague at times (they, she). 
Appropriate sentence structures 
are used.

The grammar and spelling are 
appropriate.

Possible Instructional Next Steps:

The focus for instruction should help students move along the Learning Progression continuum. 
This student demonstrates that s/he is meeting the underlying expectation for essay writing. 
Therefore, the instructional focus for this student should be to strengthen the ability to demonstrate 
reading comprehension and to analyze text.2 The following suggestions will help the student move 
along the continuum.

       1.  Ensuring an understanding of how character’s actions show a central message requires 
teaching the student to look for words and/or events and make a connection to the central 
message. Although the student alludes to this throughout the response, the student doesn’t 
use specifi c evidence from the passage to demonstrate this understanding. Provide a graphic 
organizer to model how to fi nd the explicit evidence, explain what it means about the 
characters, and how it connects to the central message.  

       

       2.  Selecting multiple and precise textual evidence to support how the characters’ actions 
show that a friendship can happen out of nowhere requires the student to include details. The 
student should have included details from the text. For example, details about the stories Miss 
Franny told and how this brought the characters together, details about how both characters 
were lonely, or details about how Miss Franny was the fi rst friend she made in Naomi would 
provide evidence to support how the characters’ words and actions show the central message 
that friendship can happen out of nowhere.
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Explicit Evidence Inference What does it mean?
Miss Franny got scared and 
fell and the girl helped her up

The girl didn’t want Miss 
Franny to be scared by 
her dog

The girl wanted them all to 
be friends



       3.  Making inferences about the text evidence with respect to the central message requires 
teaching the student to connect the evidence to the central message. The teacher models for 
the student how to fi nd explicit evidence and make an inference by explaining what the 
evidence tells about the character, and what the evidence means relative to the central 
message (friendship can happen out of nowhere). For example, the student provided text 
evidence about Winn Dixie’s paws on the windowsill. Questioning how this idea connects to 
the character’s actions allows the student to make an inference that Winn Dixie was the cause 
of Miss Franny and the girl becoming friends.
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Example C TDA Learning 
Progression Annotations

Student Response Reading Comprehension: 
Emerging

An attempt at a summary of the 
text is provided in the second 
paragraph and a weak inference 
about the character and central 
message is made by stating that 
Winn Dixie started the friendship. 

The central message is 
acknowledged only in the 
prompt. The details from the text 
do not fully connect to the 
reading elements (The author 
was trying to include Winn Dixie 
in a lot of sentences to make 
things clear for the reader/ 
student).

Analysis: Emerging
Some evidence from the text 
(Miss Franny thought it was a 
bear when Winn Dixie looked 
through the window and got 
startled) is included; however, 
the connection to the reading 
elements is unclear.

Inferences are minimal and 
underdeveloped (It all started at 
the point Winn Dixie’s owner 
heard Miss Franny scream and 
fall and the chat also started.).

The explanation provided 
focuses on the author using 
Winn Dixie’s name rather than 
analyzing the interrelationship 
between the characters and the 
central message. 
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Essay Writing: Meeting
The organization is one in which 
ideas are grouped into 
paragraphs. 

Sentence and word choice are 
varied.

The grammar and spelling are 
appropriate.

Possible Instructional Next Steps:

The focus for instruction should help students move along the Learning Progression continuum. This 
student demonstrates that s/he is meeting the underlying expectation for essay writing. Therefore, the 
instructional focus for this student should be moving the student from emerging to developing in their 
ability to demonstrate reading comprehension and to analyze text2. The following suggestions will 
help a student move along the continuum.

       1.  Deconstructing the prompt3 will allow the student to clearly identify what is expected in the 
response. Students are expected to address all parts of the task demonstrating suffi cient 
analytic understanding of the text.

       2.  Clarifying the meaning of the central message requires students to fi nd key details that 
lead to the big idea of a story. Identifying some universal central messages and using texts 
that clearly illustrate a central message will help the student recognize the central message in 
this text as it relates to friendship. One way to help students with determining the central 
message is to read picture books, ask effective questions, and chart responses. Many books 
have strong central messages such as: A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams, One Love by 
Cedella Marley, I’m Here by Peter H. Reynolds, Lu and the Swamp Ghost by James Carville, 
Plant a Kiss by Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg, Big Al by Andrew 
Clements, Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting, and The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch.

       3.  Instructing students on the difference between a summary and analysis and modeling 
how to write a short summary, which may be included in the introduction, will help students 
move beyond simply retelling the story. Summarizing teaches students how to discern the 
most important ideas in a text, how to ignore irrelevant information, and how to integrate the 
central ideas in a meaningful way. 

       4.  Selecting multiple and precise textual evidence to demonstrate understanding of 
characterization and central message requires the student to include details. The student 
could have included details about the stories Miss Franny told and how this brought the 
characters together, details about how both characters were lonely, or details about how Winn 
Dixie smiled at Miss Franny. This evidence supports how the characters show a central 
message.
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Example D TDA Learning 
Progression Annotations

Student Response Reading Comprehension: 
Emerging

The expectations of the prompt 
are generally acknowledged in 
the introduction and toward the 
end of the essay by stating that 
the narrator and Miss Franny 
became friends because of the 
dog.

The essay is largely a retelling of 
the passage demonstrating a 
general understanding with an 
inference about the friendship 
which was established.

Analysis: Emerging
Although some relevant 
evidence is included, the 
connection to the reading 
elements (how the evidence 
about the characters supports 
the central message) is unclear. 
Some evidence is irrelevant 
(Amanda Wilkinson was a brat).

A relevant inference is included 
(Last, at the end of the book the 
yound and Miss Franny became 
friends all because of Winn 
Dixie); however, no clear 
explanation is provided to 
demonstrate the interrelationship 
between the author’s message 
and the characters.

The Thompson TDA Model

15Text Dependent Analysis – Instructional Prompt Guide (Grade 3)   |  January 2019

                  This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.



Essay Writing: Emerging/
Developing

The organization is one in which 
ideas are intended to be grouped 
into paragraphs and transitions 
are used. 

The word choice is varied; 
however, run-on sentences are 
used, and the grammar and 
spelling contain errors.

Possible Instructional Next Steps:

The focus for instruction should help students move along the Learning Progression continuum. This 
student demonstrates that s/he is emerging in the underlying expectations for reading comprehension, 
analysis, and essay writing; although, essay writing is between emerging and developing. Therefore, 
the instructional focus for this student should be in moving the student from emerging to developing in 
all three underlying components of a text dependent analysis2. The following suggestions will help the 
student move along the continuum.

       1.  Deconstructing the prompt3 will allow students to clearly identify what is expected in the 
response. Students are expected to address all parts of the task demonstrating suffi cient 
analytic understanding of the text. 

       2.  Clarifying the meaning of central message requires students to fi nd key details that lead to 
the big idea of a story. Identifying some universal central messages and using texts that 
clearly illustrate a central message will help the student recognize the central message in this 
text as it relates to friendship. One way to help students with determining the central message 
is to read picture books, ask effective questions, and chart responses.  Many books have 
strong central messages such as: A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams, One Love by 
Cedella Marley, I’m Here by Peter H. Reynolds, Lu and the Swamp Ghost by James Carville, 
Plant a Kiss by Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg, Big Al by Andrew 
Clements, Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting, and The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch.
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       3.  Instructing students on the difference between a summary and analysis and modeling 
how to write a short summary, which may be included in the introduction, will help students 
move beyond simply retelling the story.  Summarizing teaches students how to discern the 
most important ideas in a text, how to ignore irrelevant information, and how to integrate the 
central ideas in a meaningful way. 

       4.  Selecting multiple and precise textual evidence to demonstrate understanding of 
characterization and central message requires the student to include details. The student could 
have included details about the stories Miss Franny told and how this brought the characters 
together, details about how both characters were lonely, or details about how Winn Dixie 
smiled at Miss Franny. This evidence supports how the characters show a central message.

       5.  Teaching sentence fl uency to avoid run-on sentences in student writing. The student 
uses the phrase “and then” throughout the writing causing long run-on sentences. Helping the 
student to see how many sentences are buried in the run on-sentences will allow for stronger 
sentences and clearer meaning. Using student work, the teacher can model how to identify 
run-on sentences and instruct students on how to make revisions.   
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1 See TDA Series: Replacement Unit Grade 3 Understanding Characterization and Central Message
2 See TDA Series: Close Reading Lesson Grade 3 Comprehension and Analysis 
3 See TDA Series: The Anatomy of a Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Prompt




