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Potential Impact of School Reconfigurations on Federal Title I Accountability Designations

This memo outlines some of the most common school reconfiguration scenarios that result in a new school number, and the impact such reconfigurations will have on Title I Federal accountability designations.  These scenarios apply to any Title I school given a new school number, which is defined as a change in four or more tested grades OR 50% change in student population.  If your specific scenario does not appear on the list, please contact the Division of Federal Programs at 717-783-2193 for further guidance.  
Cycles for Federal designations:

Focus and Priority designations remain fixed through the 2016-17 school year, while Reward High Progress and High Achievement are generated every year.

1. A new school that did not have a previous school number is not eligible for a Federal designation during the current cycle.
2. No accountability will be associated with part-time Career and Technical Centers.  Attribution is to the sending schools.
3.  New charter schools that were never assigned a school number with multiple LEA catchments for students who have previously dropped out are not eligible for Focus or Priority status during this cycle.
4. Grade six previously in a six through eight middle school that now attends a sixth grade only center:  If the six through eight middle school held a federal designation the new sixth grade center is not eligible for a designation;  however the seven through eight school will maintain their designation.  

5. If a school splits the school that maintains the old school number maintains the federal designation.  

6. If a designated school closes and is re-opened with a new school ID, the new school maintains the designation.

7. If schools consolidate the new school maintains the lowest* designation.

8. If a new school opens with only non-tested grades the school is not eligible for a designation. 

9. If a new school opens as a magnet school the school does not have to write a school improvement plan.

10. If a cohort of students move into a new school (and resulting in a new school number) the new school assumes the lowest designation.

*The lowest designation is a Priority designation.
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