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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION





MEMO
	to:         
	
	Sponsors of the School Nutrition Programs and Food Service Management Company Representatives

	fROM:    
	
	Vonda Cooke, M.S., R.D., State Director, Child Nutrition Programs

	DATE:    
	
	November 6, 2012

	Re:
	
	Contracting with a Food Service Management Company-Evaluating Material Change and Attestation Statement


MESSAGE:
On September 14, 2012, the Division of Food and Nutrition notified all sponsor of the School Nutrition Programs that contract with a Food Service Management Company that they would need to go out to bid for the 2013-14 school year as a result of implementing the new meal standards that were issued in a Final Rule by USDA on January 26, 2012.  Since that time the Division of Food and Nutrition has become aware of and obtained approval for an alternative approach.  This alternative approach will allow School Food Authorities to evaluate their renewal contract for the 2013-14 school year in relationship to the original contract and assess if a material change exists as a result of implementing the new meal standards.  We encourage that SFA's make this review in coordination with their solicitor.  If the School Food Authority does not believe there is a material change to the contract, the School Food Authority will attest to this through an Attestation Statement that will be submitted along with renewal contract documents.  If the School Food Authority, in coordination with their solicitor, determines that a material change does exist between the original contract and renewal contract, the School Food Authority will need to go out to bid for the 2013-14 school year.

School Food Authorities and their solicitors should review USDA Memo, SP 17-2012, "Procurement Questions and Answers to Assist in the Implementation of the Final Rule tiled Nutrition Standards in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs."  This document is posted on PEARS Form Download, Contracting with a Food Service Management Company section, PDE040z. 

The Attestation Statement is also posted on PEARS Form Download, Contracting with a Food Service Management Company section.  

The USDA memo and Attestation Statement will be available on the Division of Food and Nutrition’s webpage within a couple of days.  http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/food___nutrition_services/7483/contracting_with_a_food_service_management_company_(fsmc)/561495. 
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