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MEMO 
 
 
 
TO          Sponsors of the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and  

School Nutrition Program (SNP) 
 

FROM     Vonda Ramp, M.S., R.D. 
State Director, Child Nutrition Programs 
 

DATE     March 9, 2020 

RE USDA Waiver Request for SFSP and Seamless Summer Option  
(SSO) of the National School Lunch Program.  
 

 
MESSAGE: 
 
In response to Governor Tom Wolf’s Proclamation of Disaster Emergency on March 6, 
2020, the Pennsylvania Department of Education requested a waiver from USDA for 
regulation 7 CFR 225.6(e)(15), which requires SFSP and SSO sponsors to maintain 
children on site while meals are consumed.  If approved this waiver will be applied in 
conjunction with the waiver for regulation 225.6(d)(1)(iv), which was approved by USDA 
on January 23, 2020, allowing schools to serve as a meal site during an unanticipated 
school closure. 
 
The Department is specifically requesting a waiver that would allow the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, Division of Food and Nutrition, to approve SFSP and SSO 
sponsors, in good standing, to provide meals during an unanticipated school closure 
due to the novel coronavirus in a non-congregate setting.    

This is a required public notice that the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
submitted a request to USDA for a waiver regulation 7 CFR 225.6(e)(15) and does not 
imply the waiver have been approved at this time.  
 
Questions may be directed to Vonda Ramp at vramp@pa.gov.   
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