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Pennsylvania Value Added Assessment System (PVAAS) Course-to-Test Mapping File


The companion document, PVAAS Mapping, is designed to assist in identifying courses that are to be associated with Pennsylvania assessments. The file uses the following two fields: (1) “PSSA/Keystone Indicator”; and (2) “Subject Area Code.”  Note: the business rules are different for the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) versus Keystone Exams. 
Keystone Exams
A student is expected to take a Keystone Exam upon completion or near the completion of a Keystone Exam-related course. Any course that culminates in a Keystone Exam is to be specifically identified in the Pennsylvania Information Management System (PIMS) using a PIMS assigned Keystone course code. 
· Any course with a value of “K” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “M” in the Subject Area field should be mapped to the Keystone Algebra I exam. 
· Any course with a value of “K” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “LS” in the Subject Area field should be mapped to the Keystone Biology exam. 
· Any course with a value of “K” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “ELA” in the Subject Area field should be mapped to the Keystone Literature exam. 
PSSA
A student is expected to take a PSSA in accordance with grade level standards. Students will be linked to all courses within applicable subject areas when students are reported in tested grades.
· Start by using a student’s reported grade level (from Student file) to determine which PSSA subjects are applicable. For each applicable subject complete the following:
· Any course(s) with a value of “K” OR “P” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “M” in the Subject Area field will be mapped to the applicable PSSA math assessment. 
· Any course(s) with a value of “K” OR “P” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “LS” in the Subject Area field will be mapped to the applicable PSSA science assessment. 
· Any course(s) with a value of “K” OR “P” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “W” in the Subject Area field will be mapped to the applicable PSSA writing assessment. 
· Any course(s) with a value of “K” OR “P” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “R” in the Subject Area field will be mapped to the applicable PSSA reading assessment. 
· Any course(s) with a value of “K” OR “P” in the PSSA/Keystone Indicator field AND a value of “ELA” in the Subject Area field will be mapped to the applicable PSSA reading and writing assessments. 
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