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Lesson Planning Guide
I Can Be an Entrepreneur

	Strand:
	13.4
	Entrepreneurship

	CEW Standard
	13.4.3.C:
	Describe age-appropriate entrepreneurial opportunities.


Grade Level: 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, 5th Grade 
Approximate Time: One to two 45-minute class periods
Big Ideas:
· Careful planning is fundamental to success.
Essential Questions:
· What are some age appropriate entrepreneurial opportunities for someone my age?
Vocabulary
None
Rationale
	RATIONALE: This lesson offers students the chance to come up with age-appropriate entrepreneurial opportunities, and in the process take a look at their own interest, skills, and concerns that must be considered when contemplating a business or whether or not a business is feasible.
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION: There are numerous videos on the world wide web that showcase the talents of young entrepreneurs. Many of these videos will provide your students with ideas that may help them brainstorm a variety of possibilities. I caution against showing these back to back; doing so may actually stifle their ability to come up with their own possibilities. I recommend showing the Time Magazine video: Kidpreneurs, discussing possibilities, and then use the other videos to regenerate interest, spark creativity, and provide examples of successful young entrepreneurs.




Objectives
	Objectives
	Method of Summative Evaluation

	1. Students will describe age appropriate entrepreneurial opportunities with 80% accuracy as determined by the teacher.
	Verbal evaluation – teacher observation



Resources
1.	Video - Time Magazine for Kids: Kidpreneurs (Kid Entrepreneurs)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSnoFz1EWv0 or a similar video found with a search on “young entrepreneurs
2.	Video - Canton 11 year old entrepreneur on FOX News
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCG3sy6Gq1s or a similar video found with a search on “young entrepreneurs
3.	Video - The Making of A Young Entrepreneur: Gabrielle Jordan Williams
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EblQj_pZFlQ or a similar video found with a search on “young entrepreneurs
4.	Video - iPhone Application Developer... and 6th Grader: Thomas Suarez at TEDxManhattanBeach
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehDAP1OQ9Zw or a similar video found with a search on “young entrepreneurs
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Computer/Laptop with internet access and a projector connection
2. Data projector and screen
Instructional Procedures
	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/ Materials
	Related Skills

	Objective 1 - Students will describe age appropriate entrepreneurial opportunities with 80% accuracy as determined by the teacher.

	Motivational Set

	Pose the following questions to the class:
Would you like to earn some cash? Are you tired of always having to ask your parents for money when you want to buy something? Do you believe you are mature enough to work? Are you responsible? Have you ever considered starting a business?
Explain to the class that there are numerous young people their age that have successfully started and operate their own businesses.
	

	


	Introduction

	Explain to students that they are going to watch a video about young entrepreneurs who started successful businesses when they were about their age. Note that while they’re watching the video they should think about the businesses these kids started and the skills they needed to have in order to be successful. Ask the students to think about a business idea that would be appropriate or doable for a student their age.
	

	


	Activity

	View the Time Magazine for Kids video: Kidpreneurs, pausing the video after the definition of entrepreneur is provided. Review the definition with the students to be sure everyone knows or recalls what an entrepreneur is.
After the video list business ideas highlighted in the video, ask the students general questions about the skills needed, start-up needs, and other factors that went into making the businesses successful.
As a class, begin to brainstorm possible businesses that are age appropriate. List the businesses on the board, no matter how far-fetched they may sound. The point is to get the students thinking about business and creative ideas.
After all the students ideas are exhausted, view Canton 11 year old entrepreneur on FOX News, The Making of A Young Entrepreneur: Gabrielle Jordan Williams, and iPhone Application Developer... and 6th Grader: Thomas Suarez at TEDxManhattanBeach.
Continue brainstorming possible age-appropriate entrepreneurial activities until there is an extensive list on the board.
	Resource 1
Resource 2
Resource 3
Resource 4
Equipment 1
Equipment 2
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	Introduction to Small Group Activity

	When a respectable list is assembled begin examining the list for those ideas that seem most appropriate by asking the following questions about the idea: What skills are required? What tools or equipment are needed? How much money will it cost to get started? Is there a need for this business? Who will our customers be? Could we start this business with the skills and resources we have right now?
Divide the students into small groups of three or four. Tell the students that the job of their group is to help sort through the ideas and determine which ones are truly appropriate for their age group.
Assign the groups specific ideas to discuss. If you divide the ideas among the groups this portion of the discussion will progress quickly.
	

	


	Small Group Activity
	Post a list of the above questions on the board. Each group should use the questions to determine if the idea is doable and then select one or two ideas they think are the most age-appropriate and report back to the class their selection(s). As the groups contemplate the ideas assigned, monitor the students understanding to be sure they understand their task.
	
	

	Review/ Evaluation
	As a review ask each group about the ideas they have selected and pose the questions that will help determine if they made appropriate choices.
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Formative Assessment
Close monitoring of student groups, as they contemplate the answers to questions on their entrepreneurial idea, will provide the feedback and guidance needed for them to successfully complete their task.
Suggested Instructional Strategies
Active Engagement, Auditory, Explicit Instruction, Modeling, Verbal/Linguistic, Visual/Spatial, Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Recall, Skill/Concept), Higher Order Thinking (Comprehension, Knowledge)

WHERE TO
	W
	This lesson provides plenty of experiences for students to identify a variety of entrepreneurial ideas that they may be able to start even at a very young age. It gets them thinking about their skills, interest, and the needs of others. The videos used in this lesson will serve to motivate the students as they see the success of the young entrepreneurs featured.

	H
	The videos will get the attention of the students and motivate them to come up with their own ideas for a successful business. The ages of the young entrepreneurs highlighted in the video are very close to the students’ age. This will assure them that they, too, are capable of coming up with a winning idea and operating a successful age-appropriate business. The videos also reinforce the need to consider the requirements for each business before forging ahead. The biggest challenge will be to get the ideas flowing. Students may be worried that their idea is just too far out there, or not a good idea. The group brainstorm will help students contribute to the list without being too worried about the specifics or reality of the business. This will all be sorted out later.

	E
	Brainstorming business ideas will engage the class as they all attempt to contribute to what will seem like an extensive list of possibilities. The small group activity that serves to sort through the ideas for age-appropriateness will help the students understand the details of what must be considered when starting a business. These activities will prepare the students to narrow the list to those ideas that are truly appropriate for someone their age.

	R
	Reflection and thinking will be done as the students consider the businesses highlighted in the videos. What is the business? What skills did the student have? What interest did the student have? What tools, supplies, or funds were needed to get the business started? Without a doubt they will also be asking themselves if they, too, could operate that business. Students will also be thinking about the needs of their community as they generate their own list of possible business ideas. As they share the work from the small group activity and narrow the list to include only ideas appropriate to their age group, they will be reviewing the process that helped them determine which businesses were best suited for someone their age.

	E
	Students will exhibit understanding as they work in small groups to sort through the list they have created. This understanding will be displayed as they report their selections back to the class and respond to the teacher’s questions about their decisions.

	T
	Individual interest and intelligence will be easily included as the student begins to contemplate businesses of personal interest. By brainstorming as a class, students can feed off each other’s ideas as they look for those ideas of businesses that they can create. The small group session will also help students to learn from others and use their gifts to contribute to the group effort.

	O
	Initially the work will be organized as a list for the class to examine and build upon. The teacher will scribe for the class but allow the work to be their own. The small groups will work to sort through the list by eliminating the ideas that they deem undoable and selecting those that are deemed age-appropriate. The division of the ideas and small work groups will streamline the discussion and give each student the opportunity to participate in the process.


______________________________
This planning guide was written by Sandra Ludwig, Academic Integration Advisor, Lycoming Career and Technology Center, Hughesville, PA
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