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The Best Choice for Me

	Strand:
	13.1
	Career Awareness and Preparation

	CEW Standard
	13.1.11.A:
	Relate careers to individual interests, abilities, and aptitudes.

	CEW Standard
	13.1.11.B:
	Analyze career options based on interest, abilities, aptitudes, achievements and goals.

	Other Standards:
	CC.1.5.11-12.D; CC.1.5.11-12.G


Grade Level: 9th Grade, 10th Grade, 11th Grade, 12th Grade 
Approximate Time: Five to six 45-minute class periods (depending upon the number of students presenting)
Big Ideas:
· Interests, aptitudes, and abilities are unique for each individual and play a key role in career choice.
Essential Questions:
· Considering all my interests, skills, and abilities, what is the best career for me?
Vocabulary
None
Rationale
	By utilizing the self-assessments on PACareerZone.org students will have the opportunity to analyze their results and select a career choice based upon their interest, abilities, skills, and personal goals. This website will assist the students in exploring options they may not have previously considered, provide details about various career options, and plan for their future in a given career choice. The project evaluation will encourage the students to analyze their results, develop a personal plan, and present their findings to the class in the form of a speech.


Objectives
	Objectives
	Method of Summative Evaluation

	1. After completing three of the four self-assessments on PACareerZone.org students will relate careers to individual interest, skills, and abilities with 100% accuracy based on the teacher observation.
	Teacher observation of self-assessment results and the students chosen career

	2. After researching their career choice on PACareerZone.org students will analyze their career options based on interest, abilities, aptitudes, achievements, and goals and create a speech that includes a PowerPoint presentation that reflects their detailed findings with a score of proficient based on the attached rubric.
	Project evaluation - rubric


Resources
1.	Website - Pa Career Zone Website Tour
http://www.pacareerzone.org/tour 
2.	Student resource - The Best Choice for Me Career Speech Project
See attached
3.	Rubric – Career Speech Presentation Rubric
See attached
Equipment/Materials/Software
1. Computer/Laptop with internet access and Microsoft PowerPoint software
2. Projector
3. Notecards
Instructional Procedures
	Strategy
	Outline
	Resources/ Materials
	Related Skills

	Objective 1 - After completing 3 of the 4 self-assessments on PA CareerZone.org students will relate careers to individual interest, skills, and abilities with 100% accuracy based on the teachers.

	Opening Activity


	After the class is seated, tell the students that for the next six to seven minutes they will be watching a tour of Pennsylvania Career Zone. Include that this site offers assessments that will help them to determine various careers that align with their interest; offers broad sectors that will help them discover an occupation within an area that they enjoy; and a reality check option that will help determine if your chosen occupation will support the lifestyle you hope to live. As a group, view the tour.
	Resource 1
Equipment 1
Equipment 2
	


	Project Introduction

	After viewing the PA Career Zone Tour, tell the students that they will take the first three assessments and that they should print their results after each assessment. When all three assessments are complete, students are to review the results and relate their choice of career based on their interests, skills, and abilities. By examining the wealth of information this website offers about each career students should narrow their career choices and select one. Once their choice is made have the students print the information about their chosen career.
	Resource 2
Equipment 1

	

	Activity
	Instruct the students to begin the self-assessments. Monitor students as they work through the assessments. The interest assessment is about 180 questions, so allow plenty of time for students to complete this one. Remind the students to print their results and turn them in to receive the allotted points. Assessment for this step is based on providing the complete results of each assessment as determined by the teacher.
When all three self-assessments are complete, encourage students to review the results and contemplate their career choice by examining the wealth of information this website offers about each career. Once their choice is made have the students print the information about their chosen career. This information is then turned in for assessment by the teacher. Assessment for this step is based on the completion of information provided as determined by the teacher.
	

	13.1.11.A







	Objective 2 - After completing 3 of the 4 self-assessments on PA CareerZone.org students will analyze their career options based on their interest, abilities, aptitudes, achievements and personal goals with 100% accuracy on the rubric.

	Project Introduction

	Redistribute self-assessment results and career information to the students. Distribute the student resource - The Best Choice for Me Career Speech Project and read through the instructions and the rubric with the students. Explain that this assignment is very detailed; however, the requirements are clear. When you have finished reviewing the rubric point out that simply meeting the requirements will score proficient on the rubric; in order to score advanced they will have to raise the bar and include extra information and details pertinent to their career choice. Establish deadlines for each step of the project. Indicate to the students that they have already completed a portion of this project. Address any questions or concerns the students may have.
	Resource 2
Resource 3
	


	Project

	Students should read and annotate the information and proceed through the details of project preparation as detailed in the instructions. This information is then turned in for assessment by the teacher. Assessment for this step is based on the completion of information provided as determined by the teacher.
Students can then prepare their note cards for their speech and create their PowerPoint presentations. Allow the students time to rehearse, proofread, and peer-edit their work. As students finish this process direct them to come up with ways to make the presentations even better. Encourage them to help their peers score advanced according to the rubric.
	Equipment 1
Equipment 2
	


	Presentations

	After all the project preparation is complete, students will present their career information to the class in the form of a speech. The speech will be assessed using the Career Speech Rubric.
	Equipment 1
Equipment 2
Resource 3

	13.1.11.B
CC.1.5.11-12.D
CC.1.5.11-12.G



Formative Assessment
As the requirements for the objectives of this lesson are developed on the computer by the student, review, feedback and corrective actions are provided individually to each student by the teacher who is constantly monitoring their progress as they work through the requirements.
Suggested Instructional Strategies
Active Engagement, Auditory, Explicit Instruction, Metacognition,, Project Based Learning, Verbal/Linguistic, Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (Extended Thinking, Recall, Skill/Concept), Higher Order Thinking (Analyze, Application, Comprehension, Evaluation, Knowledge)
WHERE TO
	W
	No matter where the students starting point is with career choice, this lesson will help the students find direction through a series of three assessments. The results are paired to a variety of occupations that match the students’ interests, skills, abilities, and personal goals. Students will have the opportunity to explore these results with great detail and likely find the results a great starting point to explore their future career choice. As they move through the exercise, they will gather information for the end assessment, a speech/presentation that will summarize and explain the expectations, requirements, and future outlook of the selected occupation.

	H
	Students will be curious about the outcome of the self-assessments on PA Career Zone. They will become hooked on the value and organization of the information provided by the website, and realize very quickly the usefulness of the site as they begin compiling information for their presentations. From the start, this lesson points to the “big idea” and end goal; what career is right for me?

	E
	For the students who have no idea what career path they are interested in, this lesson will help them explore possibilities based on their interests, abilities, and personal goals. Those who may have an idea but aren’t sure, may recognize options they may not have considered. Those who are steadfast in choice will discover a wealth of information that may or may not reinforce their career choice. The instructions for this lesson are clearly laid out in a step-by-step format, so that students can work through the lesson easily. Teachers will need to monitor progress and encourage students to simply answer the questions honestly.

	R
	Students will reflect and think as they read and annotate the self-assessment results. As they compose their notecards for their final speech, they will refine the information they have gathered. The creation of the PowerPoint presentation by the students will help them revise the information into a well-organized project. Each of these components require the students to address meaningful questions about their chosen occupation. This lesson also helps the students justify their choices based on interests. By including a segment on the rubric that encourages students to exceed expectations, they are required to dig deeper into the core idea and utilize their available resources to help produce the best project they can.

	E
	Students will exhibit their understanding by presenting their findings to the class in the form of a speech. The provided rubric will aid the student in evaluating his/her own work. By reviewing the rubric at the beginning of the project students are made aware of the expectations and encouraged to evaluate their own project before presenting it to the class.

	T
	This lesson encourages students to consider their individual interests as they work through the self-assessments. The final choice of career for the project is based solely on their interests. Individuals will move through the project at their own pace with guidance from the teacher as needed.

	O
	The website serves to organize the information needed to complete the project; the students will find it quite user friendly. The project is laid out in a simple format providing steps so that the important information is addressed and organized as they prepare for their speech. The detailed list of items to include will guide the students successfully through the project and final presentation for maximum effectiveness.


______________________________
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Instructions– The Best Choice for Me Career Speech Project

1. Identify career options based on interest, skill and your personality- Internet Use			
Before you begin your career speech you will take three self-assessments that will help guide your career interests.  Go to the Pa Career Zone Assessments site at:
http://www.pacareerzone.org/assessments

There are 4 different assessments available on this site:
Quick Assessment (explore jobs that match your personality)
Interest Profiler (Discover what your interest are and how they relate to the work world)
Skills Profiler (examine your skill set)
The interest and skills self-assessments are much more involved than the quick assessment. For best results answer each question to the best of your ability.

Choose one of the assessments by clicking on the title and follow the directions.
 Print your results for each assessment.
[image: ]Explore the career options of the suggested occupations. Feel free to print information about the occupations that appeal to you. 

Assessment Document 
· Printed results from each assessment = 5 points each


2. Notes – Word Document and Internet Use 		
Based upon your results (interest, abilities, aptitudes, achievements and personal goals) you will choose one (1) career that you would like to learn more about and possibly pursue as a future career. Print the information for this occupation. Read through the information carefully. Annotate the information. Make sure you have enough information to address each component of the speech project. 

Assessment Document
· Printed information on your chosen occupation that is annotated and complete (covers all required areas of the project. = 10 points



[image: ]




















3. Career Speech – Note Cards, PowerPoint, and Presentation 

Note Card Requirements
To meet the requirements for your Career Speech, you need to introduce yourself and then identify/summarize the following on note cards. You will present from your note cards NOT THE POWERPOINT!

1. Introduction (2 - 3 sentences including your name and your career choice)
2. Why you chose this career (3-6 sentences of why you chose this career – be specific and include your interest, abilities, aptitudes, achievements and personal goals, etc.)
3.  General Career Description (3-6 sentences about what the career/job is and how it is defined)
4. Typical Tasks (3-6 sentences describing what type of tasks you will perform)
5. Working Conditions (3-6 sentences describing what the environment will be like for someone in this profession)
6. Skills Needed (3-6 sentences describing what basic skills you need for this job)
7. Potential Earnings (3-6 sentences details the minimum and maximum levels of pay for someone in this career)
8. Job Outlook (3-6 sentences detailing how many jobs will be available when you enter the workforce and the projected growth of the job over the next 10 to 15 years)
9. Additional Education Needed (2-3 sentences detailing what additional education and/or training is needed)
10. Career Evaluation (3-6 sentences explaining whether or not you still believe this is the right career for you)
Once your have your note cards finished, it is time to create the final component to your project, the PowerPoint.

Create a PowerPoint slide for each of these topics in the following order: 
· Title Page (Should include your name and career choice)
· Reason for Career Choice
· General Job Description or Definition
· Typical Tasks
· Working Conditions
· Skills Needed
· Potential Earnings
· Job Outlook 
· Education or Training Needed (Where can you obtain this education/training?)
· Evaluation of this Career (After completing your research, is this still the job you would like to do? Explain why or why not.)

PowerPoint Slide Requirements
In order to receive full credit for the PowerPoint component of your project, you must include each of the following when creating a PowerPoint.

· Text
· A font size of 28 to 34 with a bold font is recommended for subtitles
· Title default size is 44

· Graphics
· All graphics must be related to content
· All graphics must be appropriately sized and good quality
· Graphics must create an overall theme and make connections that help the audience understand the content

· Background
· Background is consistent
· Background makes the text easy to read

· Layout
· [image: ]Pleasing to the eye 
· Appropriate use of headings and subheadings
· Appropriate use of white space
· Follow 6x6 rule (6 bullets/6 words per bullet)

· Writing/Mechanics
· No errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, or spelling

Assessment Document
· Note Cards – 20 points 
· PowerPoint Presentation should be printed as handout (6 slides to a page) 


[image: ]
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Name: _____________________________


Career Speech Presentation Rubric

	Organization and Content 
– 44 points
	4 
Advanced/Above Average – Meets all requirements and has additional details
	3
Proficient/ Average
– Meets all requirements
	2
Basic/Needs Improvement
 – Meets most requirements
	1
Below Basic/ Needs Much Improvement – Attempts to meets some requirements

	Introduction
-Included name and career choice
	
	
	
	

	Why career was chosen
-Was specific and included interests, abilities, values, skills, strengths, personality type
	
	
	
	

	General Description
-Clearly defined the career/job 
	
	
	
	

	Typical Tasks
-Described what type of tasks are performed
	
	
	
	

	Working Conditions
-Described what the work environment is like for someone in this profession
	
	
	
	

	Skills Needed
-Described what basic skills are needed for this job
	
	
	
	

	Potential Earnings
-Detailed the minimum and maximum levels of pay for someone in this career
	
	
	
	

	Job Outlook
-Detailed how many jobs will be available and the projected growth of the job over the next 10/15 years
	
	
	
	

	Additional Education
-Detailed what additional education and/or training is needed
	
	
	
	

	Career Evaluation
-Explained whether or not this career is the right career choice
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion
-Closing statement is poignant
	
	
	
	



	Delivery – 24 points
	8 
Advanced/Above Average – Meets all requirements and has additional details
	6
Proficient/ Average
– Meets all requirements
	4
Basic/Needs Improvement – Meets most requirements
	2
Below Basic/Needs Much Improvement – Attempts to meets some requirements

	Did NOT read from slides and maintained good eye contact 
	
	
	
	

	Spoke at an appropriate rate and volume, pronounced and articulated all words clearly
	
	
	
	

	Had proper posture/ maintained poise and used appropriate gestures
	
	
	
	

	PowerPoint – 16 points
	8 
Advanced/Above Average – Meets all requirements and has additional details
	6
Proficient/ Average
– Meets all requirements
	4
Basic/Needs Improvement – Meets most requirements
	2
Below Basic/Needs Much Improvement – Attempts to meets some requirements

	Text, graphics, background and layout requirements
	
	
	
	

	Writing/Mechanics

	
	
	
	


SCORE__________/84	
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