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Overview of Key Components 

• Define Explicit Instruction 

• Describe the underlying principles of 
explicit instruction 

• Define the essential attributes of explicit 
instruction 

• Engage in explicit instructional routines 
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Why? Research Support for 
Explicit Instruction 

• Teacher Effects/Process Research 
• Project Follow Through 
• Rsearch Sytheses in Special Education 
• Recent Governemental Reports in Reading and Math 
• Studies comparing Explicit Instruction and Discovery 

Learning 
• Findings from research on cognition psychology (working 

memory vs. permanent memory; cognitive load) 
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What is Explicit Instruction? 

• Explicit instruction is a systematic instructional approach 
that includes a set of delivery and design procedures 
derived from effective schools research. (Ideas that Work) 

• “…unambiguous and direct approach to teaching that 
incorporates instruction design and delivery.” (Archer & Hughes, 

2011) 

o Direct 

o Explicit 

o Systematic 

o Engaging 
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Explicit Instruction is Systematic 

• Instructional routines are used (Archer & Hughes, 2011) 

o Instructional routines allow students to focus on the content 
rather than the taks 

o Teachers can master the instructional routines and increase the 
pace of lessons 

o More content is will be introduced and practiced 

o Students will be more attentive 

o Management challenges will be reduced 
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Explicit Instruction of 
Skills/Strategies 

• Model I do it. My Turn 

• Prompt We do it.  Let’s do this together. 

• Check You do it.  Your turn 
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Five Essential Components 

1. segment complex skills 

2. modeling and think-alouds 

3. systematically faded supports/prompts 

4. opportunities to respond and receive feedback 

5. purposeful practice opportunities 
A synthesis of the research on explicit instruction identified five essential and seven common components (Hughes et 

al., 2017). 
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Seven Common Components 

1. selecting critical content 
2. sequencing skills logically 
3. ensuring students have prerequisite skills and 

background knowledge 
4. providing students with a clear statement of goals 
5. presenting a wide range of examples and non-examples 
6. maintaining a brisk pace 
7. helping students to organize knowledge 
A synthesis of the research on explicit instruction identified five essential and seven common components (Hughes et al., 
2017). 
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How? Note Taking Guide 
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Dr. Anita Archer: 
Utilizing Explicit Instruction 

May 19, 2021 Accelerated Learning 10 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-qNpFtcynI
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Explicit Instruction: 
Classroom Example 
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Vocabulary Instructional 
Routine Card 
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TEACHERS 
Phonemic Awareness Instructional Routine: Segmenting 
PreparatJon/MateriaJs: Words with three to five phonemes (e.g~ flip, lamp, cat, cake. trips)-

D Jtar,c,zsd tn,e 4 what the teaclwJr does 
Bold type Is what the teacher uys 
~ lype .. what ... -~•) say 

TEACHER~ TASK 
We .,. gomg to segment all the sounds in • word. 

TEACHER IIIOOELS TASK 
List.I and watch. 

Bt.111'91 (-) and bolded type _. what the teacher 
and atudent(a) uy In uni.on 
Sounds are noted usang I I 

Say the word alowfy. Put up one finger for MCh aound in Uw word./ffl/ .. At/ •• .fw .. ./p/ 
Count yow fngera •loud. 
one. two1 three. tOt.r 

n.re are four aounda in flip. 

TEACHER a STUDENTS PRACTlCETASKTOGETHER 
Say flip • 

.. flip 
Now uy flip slowly and put up one fingef" for Neb SOWld. 

• /llfJ nw Alli 1p1 
How many rngen.,. up? 

• to..-
How many sounds ant In flip? 

• to..-
Yes. Aip hu four sounds. 

STUDENTS PRACTlCE TASK 
Yow turn. 
Sayflip. 

flip 
Say flip slCNlty and put up one fingef'" for eKh aound. 

ffl//li,/ /pl 
How many~.,. up? 

lour 
How many aounda are In Rip? 

lour 
Yes. Alp has four sounds. 

9'1DEPENDENT PRACTlCE 
MJen stl.tdetU consist9n~ segment al the SOUOO'.s in Heh .:wd.S.prowde indNOJal a,ms- usir,g ~ words. Cal on 
students WI anunpnKJ,ctabls ~c::aang""" fl'&qtaHfyon ~ whom.Ida- am:ws.. 

SCAFFOLDING SUGGESTION FOR ER-
'-INity that students aw segment,tg ..:h .sa.HJds aaclt word.•~ emx is madt. ,epeat ._ mps t,v upaning. ~ . 
and pfOIIKling another prac/JJc:e op~• drl'icult,m: pan;is1.p,-.ant • word wiltJ ,.,._ phonf,mas (a.g....it.srt}. 

Adaptations using this Instructional routine: 
• Use words that contain lewer (two) or more (sx) pt'lonQrnes.. 
• An9mate maripulabws (•-ih COU"litrS. bu111om) may be used ID deroonsb'allll segmetU1g a word. 

For further Independent student practi~ refer to th• FCRR Klndergarten and Arst Grade Student Cenr.. 
Activities at bttn:JfWww terr orqfcuntculumlpdf/GK-11PA FIMI Parffi odf 

PA.052 
PA.053 
PA.055 
PA.056 

C2007 Florida C...t. for Reeding Research 
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Empowering Teachers: Instructional Routines 
from the Florida Center for Reading Research 
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Questions to Consider 

• How will your school engage in the Assess, 
Analyze, Interpret, Instruct, Reflect, and Monitor 
process provide explicit instruction targeting 
PDE’s prioritized content standards? 

• How will your instructional planning include the 
five essential components and seven common 
components of explicit instruction? 

• How will you infuse the features of explicit 
instruction (I do, We do, You do) into your daily 
instruction? 
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• Indicators of Operational Implementation 

(Duration: 5 minutes) Explicit instruction expert, 

overview of explicit instruction and its benefit to 
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Resources 

• Instructional Metric Tool - summary 
• Instructional Metric Summary Sheet 

• Backward Design for Explicit Instruction 
• High-Leverage Practices: Administrators 

Guide for Explicit Instruction 
• Explicit Instruction Big Ideas 
• Archer, A. Utilizing Explicit instruction 

Dr. Anita Archer, provides the rationale and 

students. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-7wVajSu-HsT1dQZnRYNFJtVlk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-7wVajSu-HsN1J4bHhQYldDRGM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16oHKGFNC5ZEdRzfAT2Ye2c0tg-XPtlIU/view
https://www.ldatschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/BackwardDesign_Worksheet_ENG_accessible.pdf
https://exceptionalchildren.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/HLP%2016%20Admin%20Guide.pdf
https://www.scoe.org/files/explicit-instruction-charts.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-qNpFtcynI&t=2s


Resources 

• Archer, A. L., & Hughes, C. A. (2010). Explicit instruction: 
Effective and efficient teaching. Guilford Publications. 

• Center for Exceptional Children (2021). High Leverage 
Practices for Students with Disabilities. 

• Hughes, C. A., Morris, J. R., Therrien, W. J., & Benson, S. K. 
(2017). Explicit instruction: Historical contemporary con- texts. 
Learning Disabilities Research & Practice, 32, 140– 148 

• PaTTAN Teaching Matters- Explicit Instruction (2012). 

• National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and 
Student Testing University of California, Los Angeles Graduate 
School of Education & Information Studies High-Leverage 
Principles of Effective Instruction for English Learners (2017) 
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https://highleveragepractices.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APyvwPzxZ7I
https://csaa.wested.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/HighLeveragePrinciplesforELinstruction_Resource_0.pdf
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Resources 

• Archer, A. (2020). Utilizing Explicit Instruction. 
Middle Tennessee State University, Tennessee 
Center for the Study and Treatment of Dyslexia: 
Expert Minute. Retrieved from: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-qNpFtcynI 

• Archer, A., & Hughes, C.  (2011). Explicit Instruction: 
Effective and Efficient Teaching. NY: Guilford 
Publications. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-qNpFtcynI


  

    

  

  

   

       

5/13/2021 

Scaffolded Supports: Universal Core Supports, Explicit Instruction 

Submit your attendance for this session using this Google Form: tinyurl.com/PDEaccelerate 

If you are unable to open the tinyurl link, use: https://forms.gle/KcwcPxgT5gXguaKSA (case 
sensitive) 

You may also access the attendance form by scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 

Both links and the QR code direct you to the same form. 

The exit code for this session is: 3 8 2 5 4 

https://tinyurl.com/PDEaccelerate
https://forms.gle/KcwcPxgT5gXguaKSA

